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PART I. 


a 


GENERAL SUMMARY. 





1. Tue chief event during the year of public importance 
to India at large, the assumption by Her Majesty the Queen of 
the title of Empress of India, demands the foremost place of 
notice in the administrative annals. 


The occasion was celebrated with due ceremony, accom- 
panied by public rejoicings, in each station in the Province, 
and the opportunity was taken of presenting such persons as 
had distinguished themselves by loyalty or good services, ren- 


dered to the public or the State, with certificates of honour, in 
token of recognition of those services by their sovereign. 


2. The year under report presents no special features 
from an agricultural point of view. The 
weather was, on the whole, favourable, 
and, though the rains were late in some parts of the Province, the 
rainfall was an average one. The outturn of the principal 
crop, rice, was fair, and that of the other crops larger, perhaps, 
than usual. 


Seasons and harvests. 


3. The condition of the people throughout the year was 
fairly prosperous; prices ruled high, but 
nowhere was there any distress, and 
there were no special causes at work tending to lower the 
standard of comfort among the general population. 


Condition of the people. 


4. Malarious fevers were, as usual, prevalent during the 
year, and cholera was not absent, although 
there were, happily, no bad outbreaks of 
that disease. In Sylhet, there was an outbreak of fever of a 


Health of the people. 
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very fatal type. The vital statistics collected being utterly 
untrustworthy, no deductions can be drawn from them as to the 
general health of the people. The year, however, is generally 
stated to have been somewhat more unhealthy than that which 
preceded it. 


The details of administration given at length in the 
. e 8 e o 
body of the report will now be briefly summarized. 


o 


5. The only change to be noted during the year in the 
general powers of the Administration was 
the investiture of the Chief Commissioner 
with powers under Act VII. of 1870 (the Court-fees Act). 
Under the head of political changes may be included the notiti- 
cation of the Inner Line in the district of Sibsagar, and the 
demarcation of the Inner Line in the district of Lakhimpur. 
A form of pass under Revulation V. of 1873 was framed during 
the year, and its general adoption has been ordered. The 
administrative changes to be recorded were as follows:— 


Changes in administration. , 


The Sundmganj sub-division, in Sylhet, was -opened 
during the year, and steps were taken with a view to ensure 
the early opening of the remaining sub-divisions projected for that 
district. ‘The local limits of the Sylhet munsiffis were re- 
adjusted, and the jurisdiction of the Small Cause Court in_ that 
district was finally determined. The thannah divisions in the 
district of Cachar were also re-arranged during the year. 


In connection with the revision of boundaries, the work 
carried out during the year consisted of the definition of 
the boundary between the district of Cachar and the district 
of the Khasi and Jaintia Hills, the prosecution of the demarca- 
tion of the Garo Hills and Maimensingh, and Garo Hills and 
KXhasi Hills boundaries, and the completion of the survey of the 
boundary between the district of Kamrup and the district 
of the Khasi and Jaintié Hills, and its permanent definition. 


6. The principal event of the year in connection with 
Relations with tributary States the dependent State of Manipur was the 
ae a investigation by an officer of the Assam 
commission, under the orders of the Government of India, into 
certain charges made against the Political Agent, Dr, Brown, 
by the Durbar. The conduct of the Durbar in this matter was 
considered most unsatisfactory. 


GENERAL SUMMARY. 3 


The question of the acquisition by the Maharajah of 
land in British territory was raised during the year, and it was 
decided, with the approbation of the Government of India, that 
any further acquisition by him of land within our districts should 


be prohibited. 


Two political detenus, Gokul Singh and Doyabunda 


Singh, were released during the year and permitted to return 
to Manipur. 


With the exception of the Angami Nagas and _ the 
Abors, the various frontier tribes with whom we have political 
relations gave no cause for disquiet during the year under review. 
On the contrary, the friendly intercourse with the hillmen at the 
large annual fairs has been productive of excellent results, and, 


with the exceptions above noted, their attitude has been eminently 
pacific. 


The turbulence and ferocity which characterise the 
principal villages of the Angami Nagas were manifested again 
this year in frequent outrages on their weaker neighbours; and 
besides raiding on villages in Manipur territory they ventured 
ultimately to attack a village in British territory. In February, 
1877, a band of Naga warriors from the powerful village of 
Mozema passed across the border into North Cachar, and attacked 
the British-Ndga village of Gumaigéju in retaliation for an old 


grudge, killing some of the inhabitants, and carrying off some 
booty. | 


The necessity for the repression of outrages upon 
British subjects such as that described being imperative, the 
Government of India have sanctioned a punitive expedition 


during the cold weather of 1877-78 against the offending 
communities. 


x 


The Abors committed no overt act of hostility; but, 
were it not for the fact that the survey party, which operated 
in the lower range of hills north of the Brahmaputra, was 
protected by a strong military escort, they would probably have 
opposed its advance. ‘Their attitude at present is unsatisfactory, 


and they threaten to intercept the communications of the friendly’ 
Mishmis with the plains. 


7. Parties of the Topographical, Trigonometrical, and 
Revenue Surveys were at work in the 
Province during the year, and a survey 
of the Dikhu Valley was’'undertaken, with a view to test the cost 


Surveys. 
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of laying down a light railway from the coal-fields of the Sibsagar 
district to the banks of the Brahmaputra. No report, however, 
has been received of the operations of this last-mentioned party. 
The main work of the Topographical party consisted of the 
exploration and survey of that portion of the Laklimpur district 
known as the valley of the Noa Dehing. The Trigonometrical 
party were emploved in still further extending the triangulation 
to the head of the Assam Valley, and two peaks on the lower 
range of the Abor Hills were occupied, thus enabling the party 
to complete important observations. 


The principal work of the small Revenue Survey 
party empleyed in the Assam Valley consisted of the survey of 
the la and nisf-kheraj estates in the Kamrup district. Good 
progress has been made, but the work is of an intricate and 
tedious nature, and the Chief Commissioner cannot look 
forward to its carly coinpletion. Some additional work in 
connection with the survey of the waste land grants and revenue- 
free tenures in Darrang was also finished during the year. 


8. In addition to the ordinary annual settlement work in 
Assam Proper, the settlement work in 
progress during the year consisted of the 
re-settlement of ilam estates in Sylhet, the re-settlement of other 
petty scattered estates in that district, the re-settlement of the 
Jaintié pergunnahs, the settlement of waste land in Cachar, 
and petty re-settlements in Goalpara. 


The scttlements in Assam Proper were made during 
the year in the usual manner, and resulted in an increase of 
revenue of Ks. 63,380 over the revenue of the preceding year. 
This increase was due to extension of cultivation. 


Fair progress was made in connection with the work 
of re-settling the ilam estates in Sylhet, with the result of a 
considerable addition to the land revenue. 


The same may be said with regard to the other petty 
scattered estates in Sylhet. 


Owing to the collapse of the organized opposition to 
the settlement proceedings in 1875-76, measurement operations 
in the Jaintia pergunnahs progressed rapidly, and without 
interruption. It is expected that the measurement work will 
be completed by November, 1878. The rates of assessment for 
six pergunnahs were provisionally approved of during the year 


Settlements. 
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by the Chief Commissioner, and submitted for the sanction of 
the Government of India. | 


Waste land in Cachar continued to be taken up during 
the year on the terms obtaining in that district. There is 
nothing particular to note here regarding either these waste 
land settlements, or the petty re-settlements in Godlpdra. 


The settlement of the Eastern Dudrs in Godalpara 
expired on the 3lst March, 1877, but instructions were issued 
during the year by the Chief Commissioner for the conduct of the 
revision of settlement, and preliminary arrangements were made 
by the Deputy-Commissioner before the close of the year for 
carrying it out. A detailed account of the entire settlement 
operations will be given in the report for 1877-78. 


9. The system in force since 1862 for the disposal of 
waste lands, of selling them revenue-free 
in fee-simple, was discontinued from the 
commencement of this year. The objections to thus forestalling 
the revenue, while the expenses of administration must 
necessarily increase, and the land also rise in value with the 
development of the country and the improvement in commu- 
nications, led to the substitution of a system of granting the 
land on perpetual lease on specially favourable rates of 
assessment for the first thirty years, and afterwards chargeable 
only with the usual rates of assessment current in the district. 
24,444 acres of. waste land were leased under these new 
rules during the year, and, in addition, 164,623 acres were 
applied for, but not finally allotted during that period. Only 
one grant, comprising an area of 1,500 acres, which was under 
disposal at the time of the abolition of the old system, was sold in 
fee-simple during the year. In addition to the above, 24,580 
acres of land were taken up for tea cultivation in Cachar and 
Sylhet under the special rules obtaining in those districts. 

In, Assam Proper, 6,319 acres of waste land were 


taken up on ordinary revenue-paying pottah, and 80 acres were 
granted at reduced rates. 


Waste lands. 


10. The estates under the care of the Court of Wards 
during the year were the same as during 
the preceding year. There is nothing 
of any special importance to record concerning them. 


Wards’ estates. 


~ 
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11. Yhe details embodied in the report show that the 
working of the police during the year 
was fi uirly satisfactory. The “conduet of 
the men was, on the whole, fair, and no serious charges were 
preferred against the force. Particular attention was paid to 
drill during “the year, more especially in the case of the frontier 
police. Measures were introduced with a view to increase the 
cfliciency of the villave and river police in Sylhet. A slight 
addition was made to the total number of the municipal police 
during the year. 


Police. 


A considerable increase of crime reported as true by 
the police above the figures for 1875 is exhibited by the returns 
for the year under review. It is not easy to determine whether 
this increase indieates an actual inerease in crime, or whether 
it is the result of inereased exertions on the part of the police. 


The result of the cases reported true by the police 
was a little better than in the previous year. Crime in the 
hill districts would appear to be on the inerease. As the 
administration of these tracts improves, an increase: in reported 
crime is only to be expected. 


12. There is little to record with reference to jail manage- 
ment during the year. The buildings 
remained much in the same state as in 
previous years. The required improvements can only be 
eradually effected as funds are available for the purpose. Both 
the daily average mumber of prisoners and the gross prison 
population were larger in the year under review ‘than in the 
preceding year. There were few escapes from the jails during 
the year, and jail discipline appears to have been fairly 
maintained. 


Prisons. 


The average cost per head of each prisoner was some- 
what less in 1876 than in 1875. 


The average death-rate during the year was higher than 
in the previous year, the season generally having been, as 
already remarked, a rather more unhealthy one. 


The sanitary condition of the jails was generally good, 
and their internal management satisfactory. 


GENERAL SUMMARY. d 


13. As compared with the year 1875, there was a decrease 
in the number of.offences reported, and an 
increase in the number of persons brought 
to trial, during the year -under review. ‘The percentage of 
convictions was higher, and the percentage of acquittals lower, 
in the latter than in the former vear. The decrease in the 
number of offences reported has been attributed to the generally 
good outturn of the crops during the year. The results, as 
compared with those shown by the figures for the previous 
year, are fairly satisfactory. Heinous offences formed a very 
small percentage of the total number of offences coinmitted, and 
the number of persons committed to the Court of Sessions was 
small. The result of cases committed to the Court of Sessions 
was, however, very unsatisfactory. There was a slight increase 
in the number of cases in which whipping was awarded as a 
punishment, but the percentage of such cases on the total number 
of persons punished is still very low. .The unpaid magistracy 
continues to perform much useful work. - 


Criminal justice. 


14. There was a decrease in civil business, as compared 
with 1875, the number of original suits 
instituted being 19,779 against 20,811 in 
the preceding year. The bulk of the decrease occurred in 
Sylhet, and is attributable partly to the short harvest in that 
district, and partly, perhaps, to the changes in the location of the 
munsiffs’ courts, consequent on the opening of the new sub- 
divisions. The number of cases disposed of during the year 
was 19,839, as compared with 21,311 disposed of in 1875, and 
the total value of the cases decided was Rs. 22,70,269, against 
Rs. 22,95,168 in the preceding year. The greater portion of the 
suits instituted were for small amounts. There was a decrease 
in the number of rent suits, and a slight increase in the number 
of cases of the Small Cause Court class. No other points call 
for notice here. 


Civil justice. 


15. There was an increase in the work of the Registration 
Department during the year under review, 
9,004 documents having been presented 
for registration, as compared with 8,356 documents presented 
for registration in the previous year. ‘The receipts during the 
year amounted to Rs. 15,202-5-9, against Rs. 14,440-5-3 in 
1875-76. At the same time, there was a decrease in expenditure 
of Rs. 1,272-9-0. These results are certainly satistactory. The 


Registration. 


h 
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returns show a very marked increase in the number of optional 
registrations effected, as compared with the preceding year. 
No addition was made during the year to the existing number 
of revistration offices, and the Chief Commissioner cannot look 
forward to an early extension of the rural sub-registry system. 


16. No addition was made during the year under report 
to the number of municipal institutions 
already existing. There is not much to 
note reearding the working of the municipalities. Their receipts 
and expenditure, respectively, were larger during 1876-77 than 
during 1875-76, and thonzh no works of any extent were 
executed, still the funds at the disposal of the several municipal 
committees were, on the whole, expended with judgment. 


Municipalities, 


17. Experiments in agriculture and horticulture at the 
Shillong Model Farm were very much 
restricted during the period under review, 
in consequence of its financial ill-success, and there is little of 
interest to record in connection with it, with the exception of 
the experiment in growing wheat. 


Agriculture and Horticulture. 


18. Much real advance has been made by the Forest De- 
partment in this Province during the year 
under report. An area of 877 square 
miles has been added to the reserved forests, thereby 
securing some very valuable forest tracts from certain 
destruction. Demarcation work was pushed on_ actively 
during the year, and the measures taken to protect the forests 
from fire were successful. Revised rules were introduced 
during the year, which itis hoped will have the effect of still 
further ensuri ng the protection of the forest tracts. Seme 
measures for the conservancy of the valuable forests in the 
Khasi Hills were also inaugurated. The receipts of the 
department during the period under report were Rs. 81,568, as 
compared with Rs. 1,07,301 in the previous year, showing a 
decrease of Rs. 25,733. This decrease is, however, only 
apparent, and is attributable to a transfer of the revenue derived 
from ‘‘Elephant-catching” and “Soom Forests” from the head 
“Forest Revenue” to the head * Miscellaneous Land Revenue.” 
The expenditure during 1876-77 amounted to Rs. 89,919-11-9, 
against Ks. 61,883-11-8 in 1875-76. 


Forests. 
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The financial results, as exhibited by the above figures. 
cannot be called satisfactory, but it is obvious that the Forest 
Department in Assam must necessarily be for some time to come 
a deficit department. Seeing that the principal work of the 
newly-constituted department has been to take under its 
protection and endeavour to resuscitate forest tracts long exposed 
to reckless and wanton destruction, and to preserve tracts of 
valuable forest where a demand has not yet arisen, it is only 
to be expected that expenditure should for some time exceed 
income. The addition of fresh reserves must also necessarily 
entail at the outset additional charges not covered by increased 
production. The expenditure may, however, be safely looked 
upon as an investment that will produce large future profit. 


19. Arrangements were made for the first time during 
the year under review to register the 
trade between this Province and frontier 
States. Owing to unavoidable delay, however, operations did 
not commence till late in the year, and statistics for the whole 
year are, therefore, not available. Instructions have been 
issued, which it is hoped will have the effect of rendering the 
returns of trade more valuable than the fragmentary statistics 
which have been compiled can be said to be. 


Trade. 


20. The final grant to the Public Works Department for 
the year amounted to Rs. 8,69,087, and 
the total expenditure amounted to 
Rs. 8,14,195, leaving a surplus of Rs. 54,892, whereas in the 
two previous years there had been a deficit. The department, 
as will be seen from the details given in the body of the 
report, displayed much activity during the year, and can show 
a really good outturn of work. Among the most useful of 
the projects undertaken or continued by the department during 
the year may be enumerated the construction of telegraph- 
offices in connection with the extension of the line of tele- 
graph to Upper Assam, the commencement of important 
alterations in, and additions to, the Sylhet Jail, the prosecution 
of the most important road in the Province, the Assam Trunk 
Road, and the opening for traffic of the Shillong Cart-road. 


Public Works. 


21. The net surplus revenue of the Province from 
Imperial and Provincial Services, and 
Local and Municipal Funds, during 


Genera] revenne. 
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1876-77 was Rs. 20,44,477, against Rs. 18,81,711 in 1875-76. 
The aggregate net income from all the above sources in 1875-76 
amounted to Ks. 67,86,165, and the expenditure to Ks. 
49,04,394. In the present year the net income was less, 
amounting to Ks. 66,60,900, but the expenditure was reduced 
in greater proportion, being Rs. 46,116,423. The falling off in 
aggregate income is, however, only apparent ; there has been 
no diminution in the resources of the Province. Imperial 
revenue, on the contrary, shows a slight increase. The decrease 
is due to the income of the preceding year having been swelled 
by special additions, Rs. 1,00,329 having been specially granted 
in that year to Provincial Services, and Ks. 42,694 having been 
credited from the Bengal Government to Local Funds as 
balances of old accounts. 


22. The total gross receipts under the several heads of 
Imperial civil revenue in 1876-77 were 
Is. 55,86,763, as compared with Rs. 
56,10,094 in the preceding year, showing a net decrease of 
Rs. 23,331. The total civil expenditure during the year 
under review amounted to Ks. 36,43,141, against Ns. 36,39,963 
in 1875-76, showing a net increase of Rs. 3,178. The 
decrease in the receipts was chiefly under the heads “ Land 
Revenue’ and “Stamps.” The causes of this decrease 
(apparent only in the case of land revenue) will be found 
explained in detail in the body of the report. There was, 
however, a considerable compensating increase under the heads 
“Forests,” “Excise,” and ‘‘ Miscellaneous.” The aggregate 
increase In expenditure was Rs. 1,28,675, of which Rs. 60,600 
were nominal; the rest was incurred principally under “Forests,” 
and also under other heads. The comparative increase was, 
however, reduced by the absence of the grant of Rs. 1,00,000 
made in the previous year to Provincial Services. 


Imperial revenue and finance, 


23. The current demand on account of ordinary land 
revenue during the year, as compared 
with the current demand of the previous 
year, shows an increase of Rs. 1,13,911. This increase is due 
partly to the extension of cultivation, and partly to the 
re-settlement of estates at enhanced rentals. 

On the other hand, the current demand on account of - 
miscellaneous land revenue shows a falling off of Rs. 65,146, 
as compared with the current demand for 1875-76. This 


Land revenue. 
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falling off is due partly to the fact that many of the elephant 
mehals were allowed to rest during the year, and partly to the 
exclusion from the demand of the year of the sums which, 
though due on account of the year, were not legally recoverable 
before its close. 


24. The excise revenue of this Province shows a steady 
increase. The total net abkari revenue 
(inclusive of the sale of opium) during 
the year amounted to Rs. 14,09,752, as compared with 
ts. 13,90,408 in 1875-76 and Rs. 13,59,83L in 1874-75. 
Deducting the receipts from the sale of opium, the net excise 
revenue of the year under report and of the two previous years 
was Ks. 2,27,158, Rs. 2,07,205, and Rs. 2,02,969, respectively. 
The increased revenue during 1876-77 has been mainly under 
the heads “country spirits,” ‘imported wines,” and “ganja,” 
and has been obtained by raising the taxation on the vend of 
the commodities, chiefly by putting up local monopolies to 
auction, while, at the same time, consumption has been checked. 


25. The gross receipts on account of stamp revenue during 
the year amounted to Rs. 4,87,332, 
| against Rs. 5,06,115 in the preceding 
year, showing a decrease of Rs. 18,783, as compared with the 
receipts for 1875-76. The principal immediate causes of this 
diminution of income are apparently a decrease in the amount of 
litigation, in the value of suits, and in the number of deeds of 
sale executed during the year. What more remote causes may 
have produced these conditions is not so clear. The greater 
circulation of currency notes and the introduction of supply- 
bills, combined with a decrease in monetary transactions in 
Cachar, are also said to have contributed to this result. 


26. The receiptsand charges during the year under Provin- 
Revenue and finance other cial Services amounted to Ks. 17,65,430 
ee aed and Rs. 16,79,387, respectively, showing a 
surplus of Rs. 86,043. This result, considering that the previous 
two years closed with a deficit under this head, is very satisfac- 
tory. Expenditure had to be largely reduced in order to produce 
ae result. Public Works alone show a decrease of nearly two 
ak hs. 


27. The figures under this head show a surplus. Details 


are given in the body of the report, and 
there is nothing special to notice in this 


Excise. 


Stamps. 


Local Funds, 


summary. 
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28. The Chief Commissioner regrets that the returns of 
vital statistics are still as untrustworthy 
as ever, and that no deductions of the 
slightest value can be drawn from them. The necessity for 
exercising supervision in this matter has been strongly 
impressed upon district officers; and it is hoped that, with 
respect to the sclected areas, at Icast, approximately true 
statistics may be obtained in future. To the obtaining of trust- 
worthy general statistics, Colonel Keatinge does “not look 
forward very hopefully. 


Births and deaths. 


29. For the reasons given in last year’s report, no 
comparison can be attempted between the 
statistics for the year under review and 
those for the previous year, but the returns for the year are 
themselves complete. These returns show a total increase in 
the immigrant population of the Province during the year 
of 23,071 souls. A considerable further increase of this popula- 
tion may be looked for in future years, as, with the extension of 
the tea-industry the demand for labour becomes greater every 
year, and, with increased facilities of communication, the 
obstacles in the way of supplying this demand will pradually 
diminish. The condition of the immigrant population is 
decidedly good. They are, as arule, well- housed and cared for, 
and cases of ill-treatment are very exceptional. The main 
causes of desertion may be said to be the desire for change and 
and the temptation of securing a fresh bonus on re-engagement. 


Immigration. 


The opening of the Northern Bengal Railway as tar 
as Rangpur will lessen the present high cost of importation, 
and will, at the same time, no doubt, considerably reduce the 
percentage of mortality among the immigrants on their upward 
journey. 


30. The number of dispensaries was increased by one 
during the year. There has been a 
considerable increase in the number of 
patients treated, and in the number of operations performed. 
Financially speaking, the result of tne working of these 
institutions has been fairly satisfactory ; but it is questionable 
whether they are as popular as they should be among those for 
whose benefit they are established. 


Medical relief. 


ee ee eee eee, 2 eee 
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81. There is only one lunatic asylum in this Province, 
the Tezpur Asylum, which was opened on 

the 1st April, 1876. The building is 
merely of a temporary character, to supply the immediate needs 
of the Province until such time as funds are available for the 
construction of more suitable and permanent accommodation for 
the insanes. The institution, such as it is, has been found to 
answer its purpose as well as could have been expected. 


Lunatic asylums, 


32. But little advance has been made during the year in 
the matter of sanitation. In the principal 
towns sanitary measures have been adopted 
with the best results ; but anything like a general system of 
rural sanitation is impossible without a very large expenditure, 
altogether out of proportion to the population and resources of 
the country. The peculiar formation of the country, and the 
habits of the people, are almost insuperable obstacles in the way 
of sanitary reforms. 


Sanitation. 


83. Vaccination operations in this Province are on a 
small scale, and the staff of vaccinators 
is limited. The total amount of work 
done during the year under report was only at the rate of 4°99 
vaccinated per 1,000 of the population. In particular districts, 
however, a much larger percentage was obtained. Vaccination 
operations have in many parts to contend with much passive 
Opposition. 


Vaccination. 


34. The working of the Education Department during 
the year must be pronounced to have 
been, on the whole, fairly successful. 
Though there was a decrease in the total number of schools, 
still there was an increased attendance, and, at the same time, 
there was a considerable reduction in the total expenditure 
on education. 


The reduction in the number of schools was among 
the classes of schools known as the middle vernacular and 
middle English. Primary schools were two more in number 
than last year. Higher-class schools remained the same. 


The increased attendance at the primary schools was 
considerable, the middle vernacular schvols alone showing a 


falling off. 


Edacation. 
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The contribution of the people towards the cost of education 
was greater in 1876-77 than in the previous year, being 32 per 
cent. of the: total cost of educational operations against 29 per 
cent. in 1875-76. 


The duty of inspection appears to have been adequately 
performed by the subordinate officers of the department. 


The normal schools supplied a fair number of recruits to the 
lower ranks of the teaching agency of the Province. 


One of the technical schools has proved fairly successful, 
the other, never popular, was closed during the year. 


35. Concrivusion.—The year’s administration has been 
comparatively uneventful. It has not been marked by the 
introduction of any important change or new measure, with 
the exception of the abolition of fee-simple sales of waste lands. 
The more immediate wants of the country have, however, not 
been overlooked, and the foundations of still furtherimprovements 
have been laid. More, indeed, might have been effected, had 
not the necessity for retrenchment and economy, in consequence 
of the financial deficits of the two preceding years, crippled 
the provire:al resources. 


The spread of cultivation and the continued extension 
of the tea industry are gratifying proofs of the healthy growth 
of the natural development of the Province, while the 
advance of the Trunk Road throughout the Assam Valley 
and the extension of the line of telegraph to the most distant 
head-quarters station, Dibrugarh, are among the instances of the 
furtherance of this growth on the part of Government. 

The general executive machinery of Government has, 
the Chief Commissioner thinks, worked throughout the 
Province with satisfactory ctliciency, and with no lack of zeal 


on the part of the officers engaged in it. 
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CHAPTER I. 


PHYSICAL AND POLITICAL GEOGRAPHY. 


SECTION 1.—CHANGES 1x ADMINISTRATION. 


1. (a) General.—The only alteration in the powers of the Admi- 
Investiture of the Chiet Com. "istration which has to be recorded during the 
missioner with powers under Act year is the investiture of the Chief Commis- 
Mees sioner with powers under Act VII. of 1870 
(Court-fees Act) by a notification in the Gazette of India, dated 23rd 
June, 1877. 


2. (6) Political.—The Sibségar Inner Line, under Regulation V. 

of 1873, was notified by the Government of 

De ree India on the 21st June, 1876. The line follows 

the southern revenue survey boundary of the district from its eastern 

limit, namely, a point on the Disang river, to its western limit, a point 
on the Doyang river. 


3. The demarcation of the Inner Line in Lakhimpur has been 
finished, but the demarcation of the Inner Line 
on the southern frontier of Cachar has been 


delayed. It will, however, shortly be completed. 


Lakhimpur and Cachar Inner 
Linea. 


4. <A form of pass, framed in accordance with the provisions of the 
regulation above quoted, has been adopted, and is now in force in all the 
districts to which the Regulation has been extended, viz., Lakhimpur, 
Darrang, Sibsagar, and Cachar. 


5. Establishments have been sanctioned for each of the three 

new sub-divisions in Sylhet, Sunamganj, Lash- 

ere ee karpur, and Latu, and the Sunamganj sub- 
B 
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division was opened in December, 1876. The Chief Commissioner 
purposes opeane the two other sub-divisions at an early date, and sites 
are being selected for their respective head-quarters. 


6. (d) Revision of district and internal boundaries.—The boundary 
Cachar and Jaintid Hills boun- between the district of Cachar and the district 
dary. uf the Khasi and Jaintid Hills was found to 
need rectification, and two officers, Messrs. Shadwell and Damant, were 
specially deputed for this duty, under Section 10, Act XXII. of 1869. 
The boundary was properly defined, and duly approved of by the 
Government of India on the 28th July, 1877. 


7. The demarcation of these boundaries has been proceeded with 
Garo Hills and Maimansing.and = during the year, but has not yet been com- 
Garo Hills and Khasi Hills ony © ‘ 
boundaries. | pleted. The boundaries have not as yet been 


notified. 


8. The survey of the boundary between the district of Kamrup 
and the district of the Khasi and Jaintia Hills 
has been completed, and has been defined by 
permanent marks. The boundary, having been approved of by the 
Government of India, was notified in the Guzette of India dated 6th 
September, 1876. 


Kamrup-Khasi Hills boundary. 


9. The local limits of the munsiffis in the district of Sylhet were 

Revision of the munsifi juris re-adjusted bv a notification in the Assam 

ieee cis Gazette dated 12th May, 1876. The jurisdiction 
of the Small Cause Court Judge of Sylhet was also settled. 


10. The thannah divisions in the district 
of Cachar were re-arranged by a gazette noti- 


fication dated Sth May, 1876. 


Revision of thannah bounda- 
ries in Cuchar, 


11. The commission which was appointed to adjudicate on the 
Giro Hills and Goalpira Claims for compensation consequent upon the 
Peandarys re-adjustment of the Garo-Goalpara boundary 
under Section 7, Act XXII. of 1869, as mentioned in last year’s report, 
completed their investigation and reported, in July of this vear, the 
award which they proposed to make in each case. These awards the 
zemindars concerned, with one exception, refused to accept, and filed 
civil suits against Government contesting the validity of the demar- 
cation and the legality of the assumption of the management of the 
villages under the Act by Government. The cases came on for preli- 
minary hearing and determination of issues in the succeeding February. 
Meanwhile, further negotiations were entered into with the zemindars, 
and terms of mutual compromise were proposed, differing somewhat 
from the awards of the commission, which they seemed prepared to 
accept, the legal aspect of the boundary proceedings remaining for the 
decision of the Supreme Government. 
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SECTION IL—RELATIONS wire TRIBUTARY STATES anp 
FRONTIER AFFAIRS. 


TRIBUTARY STATES.— MANIPUR. 


12. Asregards the dependent State of Manipur, the political 
relations with which are partially conducted by the Chief Commissioner, 
there is little to chronicle. 


The question of the acquisition by the Maharajah of Manipur 
of land in British territory was settled during the year under review. 
It having come to the knowledge of the Ubief Commissioner that the 
Maharajah held under settlement pottah extensive lands in Sylhet and 
Cachar, Colonel Keatinge expressed to the Government of India his 
opinion that it was undesirable that the Maharajah should acquire land 
in British territory. In this opinion the Government of India concurred. 
The Deputy-Commissioner of Cachar was accordingly directed to cancel 
the proceedings in all cases in which settlement had not been actually 
concluded with the Maharajah. The land already acquired by the 
‘ Maharajah the Chief Commissioner decided he should be allowed to hold, 
but he forbade him to acquire any more. Later on, a similar question 
arose as to the settlement of certain ilam estates in Sylhet, to which the 
Maharajah had a claim to re-settlement. In this matter, the Chief Com- 
missioner ruled that, as regards such estates acquired by the Maharajah 
previous to the date upon which the distinct prohibition against his 
acquiring land in British territory was communicated to him, the settle- 
ment, though it could not he made with the Maharajah directly, would 
be made with any British subject whom the Maharajah might select as 
responsible for the rewenue. 


The question of the definition of the boundary between Manipur 
and British territory in the direction of the Naga and North Cachar 
Hills was alluded to in last year’s report. No progress has been 
made in the matter during the year under review. It was arranged 
to form one of the subjects for debate at a conference to be held at Shillong 
in September, at which the Political Agent, Manipur, and the Political 
Officer, Naga Hills, were to be present. 


The two political detenus, Shekor Singh and Nirjit Singh (men- 
tioned in para. 27 of last year’s report), are still under surveillance at 
Sylhet. Their behaviour during the year under report has been 
peaceable. Two other detenus, Gokul Singh and Doyabunda Singh, 
were, under the orders of the Supreme Government, forwarded by the 
Government of Bengal to the Deputy-Commissioner of Cachar, who 
released them on the boundary between Cachar and Manipur. 


The subject of the importation of arms and ammunition into 


the Naga Hills from ee oe has engaged the Chief Commissioner’s 
attention during the year, but no tangible result hasas yet been elicited. 
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The Manipur Durbar have, on several occasions, complained 
of raids by Nagas froin British territory upon Naga villages in Manipur 
territory. Measures to be taken for putting a stop to these raids have 
been ordered by the Government of India, and will, it is trusted, be 
carried out early in the present dry season. 


An investigation, which had been directed by the Government 
of India to be made into certain charges preferred by the Maharajah 
against the then Political Agent, Dr. Brown, was conducted at Manipur 
by Colonel Sherer, an officer deputed by the Chief Commissioner for the 
purpose, under instructions from the Supreme Government. The result 
of the inquiry was that the charges made against Dr. Brown failed 
altogether to be substantiated. His death, unfortunately, occurred before 
the inquiry was concluded. An officer from the Assam Commission 
was temporarily appointed to conduct the duties of Political Agent, 
until the appointment of Dr. Brown’s successor. 


IRON TIER TRIBES. 


13. A detailed description of the various tribes with whom we have 
political relations was given in last year’s Administration Report. In 
the present, as in the last report, these tribes are treated of in the order 
of their. geographical position. 


BHUTIAS. 


14. Our relations with the Bhutias througzhont the vear were 
peaceful. In May, 1877, one Gaicha, a Lhutin Soobah and Vakeel 
residing at Buxa, who described himself as an agent of the Deb Rajah, 
addressed two communications to the Deputy-Commissioner of Goalpara 
with reference to certain tolls. These letters were subsequently forwarded 
to the Commissioner of Kuch Behar, in accordance with the course 
prescribed by the Government of India. The letters called for no further 
action on the part of this Administration. 


On hearing of the visit of Mr. Anley, District Superintendent 
of Police, Kamrup, to Dewangiriin February, 1877, a Bhutia official, a 
nephew of the Jogea Rajah, set out for that place, accompanied by 
a party of Bhutia soldiers, in order to obtain an_ interview with 
Mr. Anley. Mr. Anley had, however, left Dewangirj before the arrival 
of the Bhutias, who despatched after him a complimentary letter, 
and a present for the Deputy-Commissioner. 


From the beginning of January to the end of March, 1877, the 
usual bands of traders from among the Bhutia tribes bordering on the 
district of Darrang came into that district, and drove a steady trade 
with the Kacharis, and Marwari and other merchants. 


THe SAtn Ragaus or KaAriAPARA AND CHARDUAR. 


15. The Sith Rajahs of Kariapara paid a visit to the Deputy-Com- 
missioner of Darrang at Udalguri on the Ist February. The object of 
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their visit was to urge upon the Deputy-Commissioner the desirability of 
suspending the operation of the Inner Line Regulation with respect to 
their territory. They represented that they were put to much inconve- 
nience, owing to the fact that our ryots, who are annually employed by 
them in carrying grain to Amratol, the first stage in the hills, are com- 
pelled to take out passes. In reply, the Rajahs were informed that, if 
they would give the Deputy-Commissioner a list of the names of the ryots 
they had engaged for the current year, a general pass would be issued 
in their names. The Rajalis were also very anxious that the large weekly 
market held at Kalaigaon should be closed for two months in the vear, 
on the ground that it drew away a large quantity of the grain which 
formerly found its way to Udalguri. This request, however, could 
not possibly be complied with. | 


16. Towards the close of December, 1876, the Deputy-Commissioner 
of Darrang, Colonel Sherer, having heard that the Rajahs of Shergaon and 
Rupraigaon, commonly called the Sath Rajahs of Charduar, had come 
down to their annual trading place at Daimara, two miles due north of 
our boundary line, sent them an invitation to be present at the Durbar 
about to be held at Tezpur, for the proclamation of Her Most Gracious 
Majesty the Queen as Empress of India. The Rajahs readily accepted 
the invitation, and arrived at Tezpur on the Ist January, where they 
took part in the Durbar proceedings held on that day. They were 
afterwards received by the Deputy-Commissioner in open court, 
when they were paid their pensions, and the object of the assumption 
of the title of Empress by Her Most Gracious Majesty was explained 
to them. The Rajahs reported that all was quiet in their country, 
and gave expression to most friendly feelings towards the British 
Government. Before leaving, they questioned the Deputy-Commissioner 
with respect to the guard which had been placed at Daimara, at the mouth 
of the pass, for the purpose of the registration of foreign trade statis- 
ties; and, upon Colonel Sherer explaining to them the reason for the 

uard being stationed there, they expressed themselves quite satisfied. 

t is a fact worthy of note that the Rajahs made no allusion during their 
visit to the boundary question, which they invariably discussed at former 
interviews. 


17. The representatives of the Thebengia Bhutias came down, 
as usual, to receive their pensions. They evinced a very friendly spirit. 


Bueuria Farrs. 


18. <A short history of the establishment of these fairs, as far as 
could be ascertained, was given in last year’s report (pages 8 and 9). 


19. The Udalgurt Fair.—This fair was held, as usual, in the month 
of February. The attendance of the hillmen was less than during the 
previous year (their number being estimated at 590 only), owing to an 
outbreak of smoll-pox in the Mangaldai sub-division. One Bhutia 
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who attended the fair was attacked by the disease, and the news, reaching 
other Bhutias who were on their way to the fair, deterred them from 
proceeding thither. 


The Chief Commissioner was himself present at the fair, and, 
while there, received a visit from the two Bhutia officers who are known 
as the Gelling Rajahs. These officials wore what the Chief Commissioner 
believes to be Chinese mandarins’ hats. They had been invited to meet 
Colonel Keatinge. These officials ordinarily remain at Amratol while 
the Bhutias are inthe plains, but on this occasion they readily accepted 
the Deputy-Commissioner’s invitation. On the 9th February, the 
Rajahs and their attendants were received by the Chief Commissioner 
in open durbar, when they presented a petition, asking for the 
suspension of the Inner Line Regulation. They were told that, on a duly 
authenticated application being made from the proper quarter, the Chief 
Commissioner would take the matter into consideration. The Rajahs left 
for Amratol after receiving their pension. They appeared to be very 
favourably impressed withall they saw. It is to be hoped that in future 
they will be regular visitors at the fair. 


The Deputy-Commissioner calculates the exports at Rs. 13,805, 
and the imports at Rs. 44,439. The exports in 1875 and 1876 were 
ascertained to be Rs. 35,432 and Rs. 50,425, respectively. The cause 
of the decrease in the value of exports is attributed by the Deputy- 
Commissioner partly to the small attendance of hillmen, and partly to 
the fact that much of the grain which used to be sold at the Udaleuri 
fair is now sold to the Bhutias at the weekly market held at Kalaigaon. 


20. Kerkaria Fair.—The Kerkaria fair was held this year at 
Khagrapara, near Bengbari, within the Inner Line, and not at Kerkaria, 
as last year. The value of the imports from Bhutan wero calculated 
at Rs. 19,897, and that of the exports from Assam at Rs. 9,669. The 
exports show a great falling off, as compared with the ficures for the 
previous year, Its. 16,078; but the Deputy -Commissioner thinks that 
a large portion of the goods exported escaped registration. The attend- 
ance of the hill people at the fair was calculated at 324, double the 
attendance at the previous year’s fair. The behaviour of the Bhutias 
was all that could be desired. 








91. air was held again this year at Daimara. 
The imports were calculated at Rs. 3,727, and the exports at Rs. 11,833. 
The imports show a falling off, but the exports show a considerable 
increase, the figures for the previous year having been Rs. 7,452 and 
Rs. 5 636, respectively. The Deputy- “Commissioner considers that the 
statistics of trade at this fair are correct, as the registering officer 
occupies a most advantageous situation, rendering it almost impossible 
for traders to evade him. He i is, however, by no means satisfied as to 
the accuracy of the statistics of trade for the other two fairs. Accuracy 
can hardly be expected, but the Chicf Commissioner thinks that the 
figures are fairly approximate. The behaviour of the Bhutias at Daimara 
was good. 
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Toe AKAS. 


22. The Western or Hazari-Khoa Akas showed themselves well- 
disposed and peaceable throughout the year, and the Kapas-Chor Akas 
behaved well on the whole. The two younger brothers of their chief 
Mechi studied throughout the year at the Balipara school. The arrange- 
ment in progress with this clan about the allotment of a tract of waste 
Jand is now approaching completion, as they have finally sclected the plot 
to be casiniod to them, and it now only remains to survey and mark 


off the land. 
DUFFLAS. 


23. The Paschim Dufflas living on the boundarv of Darrang were 
very peaceable during the year. They came, both nill and plains men, 
as usual, to Tezpur to receive their allowance, and conducted themselves 
with propriety. 

As regards the Tagin Dufflas, who live on the boundary of 
North Lakhimpur, the Assistant-Commissioner in charge of North 
Lakhimpur reports that they came down in large numbers to trade, and 
that they behaved well. Since the close of the year, however, an 
outrage was perpetrated by a party of Dufflas, who plundered the shop 
of a Marwari merchant, and wounded two of his servants. Measures 
have been taken to exact reparation for the outrage, and to recover the 
stolen property. The result will be detailed in the report for the current 
year. 


There were some instances during the year of the Dufflas 
fichting among themselves in the hills. These internal feuds, when 
not carried to excess, do not, of course, concern us, save in so far as 
the location of refugees with injuries to avenge in British territory may 
lead to frontier complications. Pakfi Gam is believed to be the principal 
creator of disturbances in the hills. Hé has been invited by Lieutenant 
Maxwell, the sub-divisional officer, North Lakhimpur, to meet him 
at Harmati, with a view to the settlement of these blood-feuds; but 
Pakfi, on one excuse or another, has put off the mecting from time to 
time. Lieutenant Maxwell, however, does not despair of finally securing 
an interview with this chief, and of putting matters ona satisfactory 
footing. 


THe Mriris. 


24. The Miris conducted themselves during the year under report, 
as they have hitherto done, in an orderly and peaceable manner. 
Lieutenant Maxwell paid a visit to their hills, and was received with 
great hospitality, and with every sign of cordiality: volunteers were ready 
to carry his baggage, and on his departure he was requested by the 
leading chiefs to pay them another visit during the ensuing year. 


Tue ABORS. 


25. The Abors Proper, or Bor Abors, gava no trouble during the 
year, but their attitude was, as heretofore, more or less hostile and sulky. 
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They were at first inclined to dispute the advance of the Great Trigono- 
metrical Survey party under Lieutenant Harman, R.£., for the purpose 
of taking up survey points on the Nari and Pogarosi Hills, in the first 
range of hills. They were, however, deterred from active opposition 
by the presence of a strong escort of the 44th Sylhet Light Infantry 
under Major Robertson, and the survey party occupied the desired 
pe without molestation. Further survey operations on the north 

ank of the Brahmaputra, opposite the Abor country, have, however, on 
account of the threatening attitude of these savages, been prohibited by 
the Government of India. 


Under the orders of the Chief Commissioner, a change was 
introduced during the vear into the system of distributing ‘ posa”’ 
to the Abors. Instead of, as heretofore, Government officers proceed- 
ing to certain points, and waiting until the Abors came to receive their 
“posa,” the representatives of this tribe were ordered to attend at 
Sadiya, and there to receive the “posa’”’ due to them. This order, 
after some demur, they obeyed. The above change was very necessary, 
as, under the former system, the Abors were occasionally inselent, 
and kept the officers awaiting their convenience. 


The Deputy-Commissioner of Lakhimpur reports that the Abors 
of Pasial are the chief instigators of mischief among the Abor tribes. 


THe Misumis, &c. 


26. The Mishmis, Khamptis, and Singphos behaved very well 
during the year; they attended the Sadiya fair, as usual, their chief 
men receiving and giving small presents. The Topographical Survey 
party under Lieutenant Woodthorpe, R.E., was employed during the 
cold season in the Khampti-Singpho country, and, save one instance of 
incivility, met with uniform attention and respect from these tribes. 


The Mishmis are eager traders, and, for some time subsequent 
to the close of the Sadiya fair, their trading parties kept coming and going» 
with merchandise, principally rubber. Their head chief, Lakow, is on 
excellent terms with us, and remains in the plains so long as his trading 
parties are on the move. It was reported to the Deputy-Commis- 
sioner that an attempt was made during the year by the Abors to form 
an alliance, offensive and defensive, with the Mishmis, against our 
Government, but the negotiations broke down. The communication 
of the Mishmis with the plains vid Nizamghat is more than ever 
threatened by the Abors, some of whom have come down and settled in 
the plains towards Nizamghat. This move may, possibly, cause future 
complications. | 


Sap1yA Farr. 


97. The usual annual fair was held at Sadiyé on the 3rd January, 
1877, and subsequent days, and is reported by the Deputy-Commissioner 
to have been a success. The hillmen, especially the Chulikata Mishmis, 
attended in considerable numbers, and a fairly brisk trade was 
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carried on. There was also a large attendance of Europeans. 
Athletic sports and horse-races took place, in which the hillmen showed 
considerable interest ; afterwards, native games were held, in which 
the hillmen joined. On the fourth day, the Deputy-Commissioner held 
a durbar, at which he received the various hill chiefs, making and 
receiving small presents. Very few Abors put in an appearance. 
Their absence is hardly to be regretted, as, had they attended in large 
numbers, an affray betweeen them and the Chulikita Mishmis, with 
whom their relations are by no means friendly, might have resulted. 


The Deputy-Commissioner estimates the value of the exports 
and imports at the fair at Rs. 19,915 and Rs. 54,724, respectively. The 
exports show a considerable falling off, as compared with the preceding 
year. The figures are, however, only approximate. The Deputy- 
Commissioner remarks, moreover, that the valuation of the articles is 
somewhat arbitrary. 


The Chief Commissioner considers this fair, next to the Bhutia 
fair at Udalguri, to be the most important of all the frontier fairs, as 
it affords a means of entering into communications with the tribes lying 
behind the Mishmis towards Thibet and China. The first necessity is a 
safe road to the plains, and this Colonel Keatinge will do his best to 
secure; but the settling of the Abors near Nizamghat, as already 
mentioned, is calculated to block communication. 


THe NAqas. 


28. Asin last year’s report, the Nagas directly under the jurisdic- 
tion of the Political Officer of the Naga Hills will be treated of in the 
account of the administration of the hill districts. In this portion of the 
report, our relations with the Nagas generally may be discussed. ‘The 
conduct of the Naga tribes bordering on the districts of Nowgong, 
Sibsagar, and Lakhimpur has been, on the whole, satisfactory during 
the year. Petty thefts along the border were as numerous as ever, 
but none of the cases presented any special features. There was . 
one case of murder by Nagas in Sibsagar: two boys of the 
Khuhima tribe of Nagas murdered an Assamese villager and his 
daughter, in consequence of a dispute about paddy which they had with 
the former. The murderers were tried, and sentenced each to trans- 
portation for life. One serious case occurred in Sibsagar: a party of 
the Lungtai Nagas, who are at feud with the Kamsingia Nagas, not 
being able to attack the latter in the hills, came down to the plains and 
lay in ambush for their adversaries on the Kamsingia path, within 
the Inner Line, and made an attack upon the first party of them 
who appeared. Only one man, however, was slightly wounded. 
Two of the offenders were captured, and were detained as _ political 
prisoners for a period of 66 days, when they were released upon their 
entering into an engagement not to again carry on their feuds within 
the Inner [Line. In the same district, an affray took place between 
some Talajoo Nagas, who were working on a tea-garden, and a trading 


Cc 
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party of the Changtoongy Nagas, on account of a quarrel about a dao. 
Thirteen of the rioters were “captured, and sentenced to one month's 
imprisonment each. 


The Deputy-Commissioner of Sibsigar reports that the Nagas 
of the Kongon and Namsangia tribes readily furnished the labour 
required by the survey party emploved i in exploring the line of railway 
from the coal-beds in the Dikhu Valley. 


The result of the punitive expedition against the village of 
Ninu and other villages implicated in the attack upon Lieutenant 
Holcombe was detailed in last vear’s report. During the vear under 
review, the Chief Commissioner extended pardon to the Ninu men, and 
permitte «d them to occupy the site where their village formerly stood, 
upon their headmen coming to Jaipur with presents, and humbly sueing 
for pardon. 


The annual amount agreed upon was paid during the vear to 
the Nagas, on aecount of the withdrawal of their claims to certain land 
beyond the Lakhimpur Inner Line, and, as far as they are concerned, no 
trouble is now anticipated in the matter of the Namsang and other 
gardens situated near the Naga frontier. 


Tut MIKIRs. 


29. The Mikirs showed themselves throughout the year, as hereto- 
fore, to bea quiet inoffensive people, and gave no trouble whatever. 


Tribes oF NortH CacHar. 


3U. In the report for 1875-76 it was stated that the tribes 
inhabiting the North Cachar Hills suffered somewhat from the troublesome 
visits of the Angami Nagas. Hitherto, these savages have generally 
confined themselves to extorting blackmail from the hillmen beyond our 
district borders, but during the year under review they ventured a step 
further. On the 24th Februar y, 1877, a raid was committed by a band, 
of about twenty Angami Navas on the British Naga village of Gumaigaju, 
situated about eight miles to the west of the frontier outpost of Assalu. 
The attack was made shortly before daybreak, and resulted in six of the 
villagers being killed and two wounded. Some property, including 
two guns, was carried off. It has been since ascertained that the 
raiders came from the Angami village of Mozema. A_ punitive 
expedition is to be sent against Mozema during the cold weather of the 
current vear. 


The draft regulation for the administration of North Cachar, 
alluded to in last year’s report, is no longer under the Chief Commis- 
sioner’s consideration, as the Frontier Tracts Regulation, a draft of 
which has been submitted for the approval of the Government of 
India, will, if approved, render further special legislation for this tract 
unnecessary. 


RELATIONS WITH TRIBUTARY STATES AND FRONTIER AFFAIRS. 11 


The establishment of a civil officer in these hills is, in the 
Chief Commissioner’s opinion, a necessity for their due administration 
and for their farther development. He trusts that before long it may be 
possible to provide for this want. 


Kuxis, LusHals, AND OTHER HILL TRIBES ON THE SOUTHERN FRONTIER 
OF CACHAR AND SYLHET. 


31. Onur relations with these tribes have been very friendly during 
the year under review, which has been further signalized by a visit of the 
Deputy-Coimmissioner of Cachar to Lushai territory. In Janeacy, 1877, 
Mr. H. Luttman-Johnson, then Deputy-Commissioner of Cachar, accom- 
panied by Extra-Assistant-Commissioner Hari Charan Sarmah, Rai 
Bahadur, and by Mr. Savi, Assistant-Superintendent of Police, in com- 
mand of 50 men of the frontier police force, entered Lushai territory at 
Changsil Bazar, on the Dhuleswar river. From thence, the party marched 
through the hills to Sonai Bazar, and then proceeded to Kulicherra mukh, 
on the Barak river, at which point they took boat, returning to Silchar 
by way of the Monierkhal outpost. Mr. Johnson spent altogether about 
three weeks in the Lushai Hills, experiencing much hospitality from those 
of the inhabitants with whom he came in contact. He was unfortunately 
unable to arrange an interview with either Sukpilal or Khalgom, 
these chiefs excusing their non-attendance on different grounds. The 
Deputy-Commissioner, however, paid a visit to, and received a visit from, 
Sailengpoi, who is said to be the favourite son of Sukpilal. Sailengpoi 
evinced during the interviews a most friendly disposition. The tour 
was, on the whole, most successful, an issue due to a great extent to 
the caution and tact displayed by Mr. Johnson. It is desirable, 
the Chief Commissioner thinks, that the Depuaty-Commissioner of 
Cachar should pay occasional visits to these hills. Such visits enable 
that officer to bring his personal influence to hear upon the chiefs, an 
influence which can be most usefully exercised in settling their internal 
quarrels. 


There is little reason to fear any immediate raids into British 
territory by the Lushais, but internal feuds lead to the location within 
our boundaries of refugees, and, thereby, to possible complications. The 
steps taken by the Chief Commissioner to obviate such difficulties have 
been detailed in last year’s report. 


Little is known of the internal movements of these tribes durin 
the year, our only source of information being the traders who atten 
the Lushai bazars. It was reported that an expedition had been 
undertaken by Suakpilal’s son, Lempong, and Laljika in October, 1876, 
against Pugrying, a Syloo village, in which the village was plundered 
and several of the inhabitants carried away intoslavery. Recently, news 
has been received that fighting has broken out between Khalgom, the 
most powerful of Sukpilal’s sons, and the eastern Lushais under Poiboi. 
The quarrel is said to have originated through Khalgom having jhumed 
land to which Poiboi laid claim. Poiboi” and Lalhai would appear to be 
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often guilty of acts of oppression towards the weaker chiefs. In 1875-76, 
Tantow, a petty eastern chief, having been attacked and robbed by Poiboi, 
came and settled near to Tipai Mukh. The Chief Commissioner, consi- 
dering his location in this place objectionable, ordered him to return 
to Lushai territory, or to move to a safer spot,—he adopted the former 
course. Subsequently, twenty-two families of Tantow’s village 
came into British territory, oa asked for protection, saying that they 
could no longer tolerate the constant oppression they suffered at the 
hands of Poiboi and Lalhai. They stated that Tantow himself had 
lately been seized by Poiboi, and placed in confinement, but had been 
released at the instance of Lengkam. These refugees have been located 
for the present in the Kuki village, on the west bank of the Barak 
river, opposite the mouth of the Jhiri river. 


Our trade with the Lushais continues to decrease, owing to the 
gradual exhaustion of their rubber-supply. Before long, this commodity 
will cease to be procurable in Lushai territory, and then the almost sole 
inducement to traders to resort to the Lushai bazars will cease to exist. 
Owing to the decrease in the rubber-supply, several of the shops that 
previously existed in these bazars have been closed. There were formerly 
six shops at Changsil Bazar, eight shops at Sonai Bazar, and five cal at 
Tipai Mukh. It is reported that six out of these nineteen shops have 
now been closed. ‘The price of rubber, moreover, has fallen in Calcutta, 
and the profits from the trade have decreased. The Deputy-Commissioner 
fears that there will shortly be an almost complete cessation of trade 
between our districts and Lushai land. This result is much to be 
regretted. 


32. On the whole, the tribes ee on our frontier have, 
with the exception of the Angami Nagas and the Abors, given no 


grounds for complaint, and the year has been almost unmarked by border 
disturbances. 


33. There now only remain to be treated of the tribes who are 
more or less under our direct administrative control, viz., the Nagas of 
the Naga Hills district, the Khasias, and the Garos. 


NAca Hits District. 


34. The report of the Political Officer shows that our power is 
slowly becoming consolidated in this district, although the Angami 
Nagas have continued during the year under review their raidings and 
head-taking among themselves, and in one instance, as already related 
in para. 30, made an attack upon a British village. The Chief Com- 
missioner is fully convinced that here especially the exhibition of 
a firm policy is imperatively needed, in rigorously prohibiting such 
outrages for the future, and in reducing to a submissive attitude the 
two most arrogant of the villages, Jiozema and Konoma, who are in 
nearly all cases either the instigators or perpetrators of these deeds 
of violence. Such a policy has been recently sanctioned by the Supreme 
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Government, and it,is confidently expected that the measures which 
will be taken during the present cold weather will bear the fruit 
anticipated from them. 


The weaker villages continue to seek our protection, and the 
voluntary submission of three more communities, viz., Zowna, Nidzuma, 
and Hemmah, has been received during the year. 


The villages previously taken under our protectorate have 
steadily increased the area of their cultivation. This is a very 
encouraging fact, and, no doubt, has had a strong effect in inducing 
others to follow their example. In all, a total of 14 villages have 
thus come under our protection as revenue-paying subjects. 


The system of receiving delegates from the more important com- 
munities has continued to work well. 


Preparations ure in progress to remove the head-quarters 
station from Samaguting to Wokha, or some other more healthy 
situation. 


Trade of a certain kind is already fairly active in these hills, 
and, when tranquillity is thoroughly established, will no doubt consi- 
derably expand, 


Road-making has been carried on with energy during the 
year, and the Nagas of the eastern parts are said to have flocked to take 
employment on these works. This is a gratifying sign of their inclina- 
tion for settled pursuits. A school has been successfully opened at 
Samaguting, and the dispensary at that station is growing in popularity. 


KuAsi anp JaIntTIA HILis. 


35. The Seims and Sirdars of the petty States in these hills have 
generally behaved well during the year under report. It was only 
necessary to inquire into one case of mal-administration during the 
period 

The Seim of the State of Nongspung died during the year, and 
a successor was duly elected. 


There is every evidence that trade in these hills is in a thriving 
condition, and capable of much expansion. 


Communications have been kept in good order, and the cart-road 
between Shillong and Gauhati has been opened for traffic. The 
prices of food and labour have remained almost stationary. 


GAro HILus. 


36. The attitude of the Garos throughout the year has been 
markedly quiet. They may be said to have already become peaceful 
and orderly subjects. Some old feuds were settled during the year. 
Communications have been kept in fair order. 
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Vaccine operations among the Garos have been successful, and 
the progress of education under the management of the Missionaries 
is very fairly satisfactory. 

The Luskers and Lukhmas have, with some few exceptions, been 
well-behaved, and have discharged their duties satisfactorily. 
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CHAPTER II. 


ADMINISTRATION OF THE LAND. 


SECTION I.—SURVEYS. 


37. Topographical.—During the winter of 1876-77, No. 6 Topo- 
graphical Survey Party was employed partly in the Khasi Hills and 
partly in the Lakhimpur district. Major Badgley, in charge of the 
party, was employed in the revision of the maps of the country border- 
ing the road from Shillong to Gauhati; Messrs. Chennell and Robert 
surveyed the Loundarv between the Khasi Hills and Kamrup; and 
Lieutenant Woodthorpe and Mr. Ogle surveyed the country at the fvot 
of the hills to the south-east of the Lakhimpur district, known as _ the 
Valley of the Noa Dehing. 


In the Khasi Hills, 869 square miles were surveyed on_ the 
scale of 1 mile to the inch, and the Khasi-Kamrup boundary was finished 
on the scale 4 a mile to the inch. 


In Lakhimpur, about 717 square miles were surveyed on the 
scale of 2 miles to the inch. The country surveyed in cach case was very 
wild, and covered with forest and other jungle, and had little in it of 
interest; but the geographical results obtained in the Lakhimpur district 
were very valuable. 


38. Trigonometrical.—At the close of the field season of 1875-76 
the principal series of triangles of the Assam Valley series had becn 
carried up as far as Dibrugarh church. In 1876-77 the series was 
taken up the course of the Brahmaputra River, and completed finally 
as far ag Sadiya quarter-guard. 


A connection was also made with the “H. 8. of Manabum,” of 
the Topographical Survey, a point about 18 miles cast of Sadiva, and the 
whole of the snowy and other peaks surrounding the head of the Valley 
of Assam were fixed, It was found, however, necessary to fix other 
stations on the peaks of the Abor Hills on the northern side of the 
valley. 


Two selected peaks, named “Dipa” and “Nari,” were accord- 
ingly visited in the month of Januarys‘by Lieutenant Harman's party, | 
accompanied by a small military escort, and observations were made 
from them, a rough sketch of the topography of the intervening 
tracts being at the same time obtained. 
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Besides the work of the principal series between Dibrugarh 
and Sadiya, the branch series, “Dibrugarh to Jaipur” (designed to fix 
the position of two hill peaks on the outer range of the Naga Hills), 
common to the Revenue and Topographical Surveys, was carried on. 


The cutting of all the rays of this branch series was accom- 
plished, but some observations remained to be effected, which it is hoped 
will be taken early in the ensuing field season. 


39. Perenue.—In last year’s report the operations of Mr. Patterson, 
Revenue Survevor, first grade, and his party in connection with the 
survey of the waste land grants and the revenue-free tenures in the 
district of Darrang were detailed in full, and it was stated that the 
work was successfully brought to a close in that district on the 1st 
April, 1876. Subsequently, however, the cancelment by the Chief 
Commissioner of the escheat to Government of certain la-kheraj holdings 
in that district necessitated their survey. In addition to this work, the 
party surveyed three waste land grants, and the boundaries of three 
mouzahs and of two la- and nisf-kheraj estates in the same district. 


The principal work, however, upon which Mr. Patterson and _ his 
party were employed during the year was the survey of the la and 
nisf-kheraj estates in the Kamrup district. The outturn of the season’s 
work of Mr. Patterson’s party has been as follows :— 


(1) The preliminary interior survey of 224 estates, with an 
approximate area of 20,000 acres. 

(2) The final boundary survey of 75 estates or holdings, com- 
prising an area of 6,249 64 acres. 


In addition to the above, the interior and final boundary survey 
of two waste land grants, comprising an area of {62°61 acres, was 
completed. 


In co-operation with Mr. Patterson, Babu Fatick Chandra Barua, 
Extra-Assistant-Commissioner, on special la-kheraj duty, was employed 
in identifying and determining the areas of the la-kheraj and nisf- 
kheraj holdings in Kamrup. He adjusted and demarcated during the 
year 1,522 estates, comprising an area of 42,706°93 acres. Of these, 
444 estates, with an area of 33,454°54 acres, were made over to Mr. 
Patterson for final survey. The total number of estates demarcated by 
the special Extra-Assistant-Commissioner from the commencement of 
his operations up to the 31st March, 1877, has been 1,738, with an area 
of 62,660°41 acres. Of these, in all 623 estates, comprising an area of 
51,769°54 acres, have been made over to the survey party. The total 
number of such holdings in Kamrup being 4,642, with an area of 
533,599 acres, there still remain 2,904 estates, comprising an area of 
47U,938°59 acres, to be demarcated. 


The Chief Commissioner cannot therefore expect the completion 
of the survev operations in Kamrup for several years to come. 


40. Railway.—A survey of the Dikhu Valley was undertaken, with 
a view to test the cost of laving down a light railway from the coal-fields 
of the Sibsagar district to the banks of the Brahmaputra. No report, 
however, has been received of the operations of the survey party. 
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SECTION 2.—SETTLEMENTS. 


41. Work tn hand.—The settlements in progress during the year 
were— 


(1.) Re-settlement of ilam estates in Sylhet. 

(2.) 3 of other petty scattered estates in Sylhet. 
(3.) ss of Jaintia, in Sylhet. 

(4.) Settlements of waste land in Cachar. 

(5.) Petty re-settlements in Godlpara. 

(6.) Annual settlements in Assam Proper. : 


42. Re-settlement of ilam estates in Sylhet.—The progress made in 
the ilam settlements was as follows:— 

In 360 estates measurements were made, in 447 measurements 
were tested, and in 260 settlements were concluded during the year 
under report. Of these 260 estates, one was redeemed at 25 years’ 
revenue, four, comprising 8,527 acres of waste land, were settled for 30 
years at a progressive revenue, and the rest were settled for a period 
expiring in A.D. 1892. The 260 estates settled during the year covered 
an area of 16,755 acres, and were assessed at Rs. 22,375, against Rs. 3,430 
of the previous assessment. The average assessment per acre of the 
land settled, was Re. 1-5-4, or Re. 0-9-8 less than tho average of the 
previous year’s assessment. 

There remained at the close of the year 158 estates, compris- 
ing an area of 154,294 acres, to be measured; 463 estates, comprising 
73,358 acres, to be tested; and 411 estates, with 66,705 acres, to be 
settled. 

The cost of the ilam settlement work during the year was 
Rs. 11,118, or at the rate of 104 annas per acre settled, against 14 annas 
per acre in 1875-76. 


43. Re-settlement of other petty scattered estates in Sylhet.—Of 
the petty mehals other than ilam under settlement in the district 
of Sylhet, 647 estates, comprising an area of 2,853 acres, were 
settled in 1876-77 at a revenue of Rs. 3,406, or at about Re. 1-2-7 an 
acre. The former assessment of these estates amounted to Rs. 1,828. Of 
these estates, one was settled in perpetuity, two were settled for one year, 
and 644 for a term expiring in A.]). 1907. 

The petty settlement work pending on 31st March, 1877, was as 
follows :— 

Number of Area in 


estates. acres. 

Remaining to be measured............... 92 919 
‘3 eg ROSTOD iicssuses seisdecessieeus 91 7,213 

es sy BORO cess esis scessscuccnes 474 5,986 


The cost of these settlements during the year was Is. 6,122. 
D 
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44. Re-setilement of Jaintid, in Sylhet.—Of the 17 pergunnahs into 
which Jaintia was divided by Lieutenant Thullier at the survey in 1838-40, 
twelve pergunnahs and nearly three-fourths of the thirteenth have now 
been measured, with the view to re-settlement. An area of 185,463 acres, 
comprising 14,689 tenures, was measured in 1876-77, against an area 
of 20,961 acres, containing 3,768 tenures, measured in the previous year. 


Taking the total area of Jaintid to be 2,80,000 acres in round 
figures, the area still remaining to be measured is 73,576 acres. 

All the measurements made up to the close of the year have been 
tested, and Mr. Beckett, the Settlement Officer, hopes that the Jaintia 
settlement work will be completed by November, 1878. 


Proposals for the assessment of the six pergunnahs noted in the 
Satbank, Chowra, Bajeraj, margin were submitted by the Settlement Officer 
pene eee ere during the year, and were provisionally 
sanctioned by the Chief Commissioner, subject to the confirmation of the 
Government of India. The proposals involved an unavoidably large 
Increase of rates, owing to the almost nominal rates imposed at the last 
settlement. The Chief Commissioner, however, considered it necessary to 
reduce these rates, owing to the large increase in assessment involved by 
them, but proposed to conclude the engagements only for a term of five 
years. The additional revenue anticipated from the proposed revision of 
assessment of these pergunnahs is estimated at Rs. 85,313, an increase of 
131 per cent. above the former demand, the increase being largely swelled 
by the extension of cultivation as well as by the enhancement of the rates. 
The proposals of the Chief Commissioner have received the sanction of 
the Supreme Government since the close of the year, subject to a report 
two years hence as to the working of the settlement. 


The settlement work carried out in the Jaintia pergunnahs during 
the year 1876-77 entailed an expenditure of Rs. 59,880. 


45. Settlement of waste lands in Cachar.—The only settlement 
work in progress in Cachar during the year 1876-77 was the usual 
settlement of waste lands newly taken up for extending cultivation. 


There were 853 applications for disposal, inclusive of 536 pending 
on Ist April, 1876, against 923 in 1875-76, Of the total number 
of applications (853) on the file, 566 were disposed of during the 
year, leaving 287 pending at its close. The area settled on the final 
completion of the settlements was 21,967 acres, bearing a maximum 
revenue of Rs. 15,995, against 20,070 acres, bearing a revenue of 
Rs. 15,027, settled in the preceding year. 


Of the land newly settled this year, an area of 16,053 acres was 
taken up by tea-planters, the rest by ordinary cultivators. 


There is only a slight difference between the number of new 
applications filed in 1875-76 and of those made in 1876-77, the numbers 
being 334 and 317, respectively. 


46. Petty re-settlements in Godlpira.—In Goalpara the settlement 
of six estates was effected during the year by thé permanent establish- 
ment at the Deputy-Commissioner’s disposal. The revenue assessed 
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on these estates amounted to Bs. 1,055, against Rs. 681, the revenue due 
on the former assessment, showing an increase of Its. 374. 


47. Re-settlement of the Eastern Duars.—The last settlement of 
the Eastern Duars lapsed on 31st March, 1876, but instructions were 
issued by the Chief Commissioner for the conduct of the revision of 
settlement, and preliminary arrangements were made by the Deputy- 
Commissioner before the close of the year for carrying it out. A 
detailed account of the entire settlement operations will be given in 
the report for 1877-78. 


48. Annual settlements in Assam Proper.—Annnal settlements in 
Assan Proper were effected during the year for 420,022 holdings, 
comprising an area of 1,315,377 acres, against 396,870 holdings, cover- 
ing an area of 1,258,277 acres, settled in the preceding year. The revenue 
assessed on the area settled during the year amounted to Rs. 22,74,368, 
against Rs. 22,10,988, the revenue assessed on the area settled in 
1875-76. The increase in the area settled, and, consequently, in the 
amount of assessment, is due to the extension of cultivation. 


49. Ten-years’ leases under the Assam Settlement Rules.—An 
acres, area of 10,304 acres, as shown in the margin, was 


Mee "= yess granted during the year on ten-ycars’ leases, 
Sitaays as a 724 j ° 1 
Gaeearee.s: + ggg against 8,062 acres granted on decennial leases 





in 1875-76. Except in Lakhimpur, which 
»e% district shows a very large increase, there has 
been a falling off in the number of these leases. 


A ten-years’ lease seems to offer little attractions at present 
to the Assam ryot, who finds in his customary annual pottah all the 
security of tenure he desires, without any responsibility for the future. 
The longer lease will ultimately no doubt become popular. 


The measurement work and the compilation of the necessary 
settlement statements being performed by the agency of the permanent 
fiscal establishment at the disposal of the District Officers, the settlements 
in Assam Proper entail no extra cost to Government, 


SECTION 3.—WASTE LANDS. 


50. The most important event in the land revenue history of the 
Special waste land lease of is7¢, Year was the abrogation, with the approval of 
the Government of India, of the rules for the 
sale of waste lands in fee-simple, and the introduction, in their stead, of 
a perpetual lease giving a permanent, heritable, and transferable right 
of use and occupancy in the land, with very favourable terms of 
assessment for the first thirty vears. The rates of assessment for tho 
first thirty years are as follows:—— 


Two years aa aes free of revenue. 
Four _,, ais bas 3 annas an acre. 
Four ” ae “se 6b ” 
len, ee sis 8, ‘5 


Teo ,, is ids 1 rupee an acre. 
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After the expiration of the first thirty ycars, the land is to be assessed 
in accordance with the law for the time being in force in the district in 
which the land is situated, but no portion of it is at any time to be 
assessed ata rate higher than is then payable in that district on the most 
highly assessed lands cultivated with rice, pulses, or other ordinary 
agricultural produce. 


The procedure hitherto followed, in respect to survey, 
demarcation, &c., previous to the sale of waste lands in fee-simple, is 
also adopted in the case of these leases. The sale of the lease is 
advertised in the local Gazette, and, in order that the transaction may 
be a sale, and not a gift, a price (one rupee per acre for the present) 
has been fixed. Besides this, royalty on timber, if there be any on the 
land leased, is realized at the prescribed rates, if the timber comes under 
the head of “reserved timber,” otherwise, at rates proposed by the 
Deputv-Commissioner and approved of by the Chief Commissioner. 
These latter rates vary according to the varying conditions of the lands 
leased. 


Generally, the land is leased to the applicant, but whenever there 
are more applicants than one for the same land, the lease is put up to 
auction amongst such applicants, and sold to the highest bidder. 


The following table shows the area of land leased in 1876-77 
under the New Rules, as compared with the area sold in fee-simple in 
1875-76:— - 


—_— 
—ee +, 





Waste land granted Waste land granted 
under the Fee- under the New Lease 
simple Rules in 1875-76. Rules in 1876-77, 




















District. = 
Number of Number of 

nee Area in lien: Area in 

“Hone, | mere | “Bonet acres. 

CACHAE’ ascasstewsivecencteisentyeraweduceseansecaderes ||: Maeaen <i dees 1 69 
DVINGL svstatesncniensvencesbosctweerncaceaeesoeneene. | eevee hf. Beads’ 1 1,121 
AMTUP svcaswenscassunssasectesewsvseue cases cesesaars Di ceaibies GAP, Sebereies 6 | 1,026 
DAST ANG oan csicseecusiste covesetdusesebesesvuvesemiasss’ 3 | 2,449 7 1,517 
NOW DONQ iisssscuansasveas Seavans casandassent iveteaness 4 957 32 | 13,795 
DIDSAGAL <avaycsncedsenawene asses iessearersaccaetaues : 6 | 2,579 5 ; 1,019 
LGkNMNPUL: veveicwseieddacavedsebudciescacians caseueos 16 | 11,080 9 | 4,314 
BON ASI ENG: svcvssesd sesvseeteasscsntaqtanseavageaewes, ||) -atcede «1. ~sagleus 2 1,583 
LOLA sovvcdsupeousineviveservas 29 = |17,065 63 | 24,444 





ee 





The above statement speaks for itself. It is observed that 
24,444 acres of waste land were leased during the year under the New 
Rules, against 17,035 acres sold in fee-simple in 1875-76. Besides, 268 
applications, for an area comprising 164,623 acres, remained undis- 
posed of at the close of the year. 13,795 acres were leased in Nowgong 
during the year under review, against 957 acres sold in 1875-76. The 
paucity of applications under the New Rules in Cachar—one of the 
most important of the tea districts in the Province—is explained by the 
fact that the planters there prefer, as stated in the previous year’s 
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report, to take up- land under the “Jangalburi” or cultivation lease 
rules in force in the district. 


The total demand on account of the price of the leases, and 
the royalty on timber amounted to Rs. 32,956, viz., Rs. 24,477 on 
account of the leases, and Rs. 8,479 on account of timber; of the 
above, Rs. 30,657 were realized during the year, leaving Rs. 2,299 
unrealized on 31st March, 1877. 


51. With the exception of the district of SibsAgar (where one 
lot was sold), no sales of waste Jands in fee- 
simple took place during the year. The lot of 
waste land referred to above as having been sold in Sibsagar was 
advertised before the promulgation of the New Lease Rules. It covered 
an area of 1,500 acres. The price realized was Rs. 12,050. Three 
waste land grants in tbe same district, sold in previous years, were 
surveyed during the year, and their areas and price adjusted. 


Grants sold in fee-simple. 


52. During the year under report, 17 Old Assam Rule grants, 
comprising on area of 12,216 acres, were com- 
muted to fee-simple ata cost to the grantees of 
Rs. 57,376, or Rs, 4-11-1 per acre; 7 grants, comprising an area of 6,284 
acres, were resumed; and 527 acres were found deficient on the 
survey of certain grants, leaving at the close of the year 84 grants, 
with an area of 89,141 acres, on original terms, of which 51,176 acres 
came under assessment up to 3lst March, 1877. The revenue-free 
term of the rest has yet to expire. 


Old Assam Rule granta. 


53. During the year under report, 24 jangalburi leases were 
Jangalburi or cultivation | issued to planters in Cachar, and four to 
Rennes te the Saree Valley: planters in Sylhet. In 1875-76, thirty such’ 
leases, covering an area of 11,544 acres, were issued in Cachar, but 
none in Sylhet. The area covered by the leases issued in the former 
district in 1876-77 amounted to 16,053 acres, while the area granted 
under these leases in Sylhet in the same year amounted to 8,527 acres. 
The abolition of these jangalburi leases is in contemplation, as the 
Government of India has signified its desire that a uniform system of 
leasing waste lands should prevail throughout the Province. 


54. 12,458 acres of waste land in Assam Proper as shown below 
Ordinary leases in Assam Were taken up for the cultivation of tea during 
Proper. the year under the ordinary settlement rules at 
the usual rate for faringhati lands, while leases for 80 acres in the district 
of Nowgong were granted, for special reasons, at reduced rates. In 
1875-76, 5,596 acres at full rates, and 3,571 acres at reduced rates were 
taken up for tea cultivation. 


DAERON G sccvsdivcsessecse.etenssvescesseaenetasnedcoesataae 5,849 
NOW ZONG os eases siceseas P-asiwseaecetaberecdedieedsaen tee 50 
DIDGR POL seis cecesesccucsweesseodesusnabssseusseiacedeaucss 420 
DG DUD DUP ics sescsciccvadansoundiecsseenectensassstronvas 6,139 
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SECTION 4.—GOVERNMENT ESTATES. 


55. In last year’s report the Jaintiad pergunnahs in Sylhet and 
the Eastern Duars were included in the list of Government estates; 
but itis questionable whether these tracts, which, while the proprietary 
right in them vests, it is true, in Government, are settled regularly for 
a term of years with the cultiv ating occupants on the ryotwari system, 
ought to be retained in this classification. In respect of this proprietary 
ri jrht vesting in Government, to the exclusion of individuals, the 
position of these tracts in no way differs from the general land tenare 
of all Assam Proper, and the ilam lands of Sylhet. 


It will be better, therefore, to exclude these tracts from consi- 
deration as Government estates, and to treat under this category only 
the scattered estates in Sylhet and Goalpara, in which the proprietary 
right has been acquired by or lapsed to Government. There are 219 of 
these estates in the Sylhet district, with a current demand of ls. 7,270, 
and 406 estates in Goalpara, assessed at Re. 50,274. 


In the district of Godlpdra there was an arrear balance, due 
on the Ist April, 1876, of Rs. 8,732, thus making the total demand for 
the vear 1876-77 amount to Rs. 59 006; of this sum, Rs. 49,547 were 
collected and Rs. 87 remitted, leaving at the close of the year Rs, 9,372 
unrealized. The most part of this balance was due from the Sidli estate, 
which is managed under the Court of Wards. The cost of collection 
charges amounted to Rs, 113. 


SECTION 5.—WARDS’ AND ATTACHED ESTATES. 


_ 56. The estates to be reported on under this head are the same 
as were reported on in the previous year, viz.:— 
(1) The Sidli estate in Godlpdra. 


(2) The estate of the minor Har Kumar Pal in Sylhet. 
(3) The estate of the minor Gulain Armani in Cachar. 


57. The settlement of this estate with Rajah Gowri Narain 
expired on 3lst March, 1877. The future 
management of the estate depends, therefore, 
entirely on the decision of the “Government of India regarding its re- 
settlement, p oposals for which have been submitted in this office 
No. 1,164, datad 30th April, 1877. 
Of the total demand of Rs. 43,007, on account of rent due to the 
estate, a sum of Re. 25 904 was realized, and 
* Current. .seeceeeee sees 80,016 ]s,2 489 were remitted leaving a balance of ls. 
Pe net regret oe Wd G14 at the close of the year. A portion of 
this balance is reported to be irrecoverable, and the remainder is in 
course of realization. A sum of Rs. 5,186 has been collected since the 
close of the year. 
Adding to the rent (Rs. 95 04) collected during the year 
the balance of Rs. 1,334 if hand on 1st April, 1876, and miscellaneous 


Sidli. 
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receipts, Rs. 10, the total income of the year amounted to Rs, 27,248, 
which was disbursed as follows :— / 





Rs, 

Government revenue paid — .......sececcecencccseccccetecscevences 20,000 
Establishment and charges for the collectiun of rent ...... 1,965 
LAW EXPENSES .........0secceccssscenseoenencsseee cee nsesesenesses antes 26 
Maintenance of the Rajah and his family ..........0.cseeeeere 1,791 
Education of the minor son of the Rajah.............cesseseceee 1,04] 
Miscellaneous expenseS......s..seee-- Guba adseeinuas@onagacewanews ees 321 
Cash balance in land  ..........sscecscccecesscnseesonsee seencetecees 2,104 

Total siseiics 27,248 





The estate is indebted to the extent of Rs. 8,349. Arrange- 
ments have been made for the early liquidation of this amount. 

A sumof Rs. 7,685, on account of Government revenue, was 
also outstanding at the close of the year; of this amount, Rs. 5,186 has 
since been paid in. 


58. The rental ofthe various estates belonging tothe minor HarKumér 
Har Kuinar Pat's catate, Pal amounted to Rs. 41,674, viz., Rs. 12,627 


pie . Rs. current and Rs. 29,047 arrear rents; of this sum, 
saree IIE efos Rs. 7,480" were collected, and Rs. 93 remitted 
Total...... i4g0 during the year under report, leaving a balance of: 


—  Rs.34,101. The whole of thearrear balance is not 
now recoverable. The arrears of 1869-70 and 1870-71 had lapsed by 
limitation before the estate came under the management of the*revenue 
authorities, and those of 1871-72 had lapsed in 1875-76, owing to the 
difficulty in instituting suits, in consequence of the old zemindari 
accounts being in a confused state. An adjustment of the collection 
accounts with the former sarbarakars has been completed, and the 
result has been reported to the Chief Commissioner since the close of 
the year. These accounts, however, do not supply the place of a proper 
rent-roll, which is still wanted. The Deputy-Commissioner is endeavour- 
ing to place the condition of the estate on a satisfactory footing, a 
matter of much difficulty. The annexed statement shows the receipts 
and disbursements during the year:— 











Receipts. | Amount. Disbursemente. Amount. 

Rs. Rs. 

Cash balance from last year.| 7,350 || Government revenue paid ......... 3,446 

Rents collected = ...........005. 480 || Management of the property and | 3,427 
Debts recovered ............00 1,142 the cost of collection. 

Sale-proceeds of moveables, Law CXPense .........ccsecevceeseace 2,517 

O risdcndanwaatieaceetiaat ee’ 30 || Maintenance of the minor and 436 

Refund of the excess amount his family. 
drawn by a moburrir ... 1 || Education of the minor............ 262 


Monthly grants, religions cere- 
monies, and other miscellane- 


| OUS EXPENBES .....eceeerecescesees 963 
Debts paid .....ccecccscscccsccceseres 1,847 
Cash balance in favour of the} 3,105 

estate. 


Total reseesee | 16,003 Total ...... 16,003 


» 
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Tho whole of the Government revenue due from the estate 
was paid in during the year. Steps are being taken to reduce both the 
cost of management and the cost of collection to as low ascale as 


possible. 


The minor is prosecuting his studies in the Government 
school at Sylhet, and the head-master reports his progress to be fair. 


59. The estate of Gulam Armani is in a fairly solvent condition. 


The estatefof the minor Gulam 
Armani. 


Rs. 

@ Crrrent.éiscccsieeee sees 512 
BE aie B hieie 6b s6 ore eiee's 120 

Total . 6323 


Of the total amount* at the disposal of the estate, 


® Cash balance from pre- 

ViOUS FCAT ......eeee we OT 
Rents realized ....ceceee 430 
Hire of an_ elephant 

belonging tothe minor 45 


Out of the total rental demand of Rs. 632,* a 
sum of Rs. 430 was collected and Rs. 29 were 
remitted, leaving Rs. 173 unrealized at the close 
of the year. Nearly the whole of this amount 
is reported to be realizable. 


Rs. 206 
were paid as Government revenue, Rs. 38 as 
collection charges, Is. 94 for the maintenance 
of the minor and his family, and Rs. 104 as 
contingent charges. The contingent charges 
would appear to be high, but this is on account 


of an item of Rs. 86 paid to the old manager of the estate before it 
came under the revenue authorities. 


60. Besides the three estates noticed above, another very small 


estate in Sylhet, belonging to one Sheik Hilu Miyan, yielding a rental of 
Re. 1, with a sadar jama of 3 annas, was brought under attachment 
during the year at the instance of the criminal court. This estate has 
been sold since the close of the year. 
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CHAPTER IIT. 


PROTECTION. 


SECTION 1.—( Buank.) 


SECTION 2.—COURSE OF LEGISLATION. 


61. Besides the general Acts of the legislature affecting this 
Province in common with the rest of British India, only one special 
legislative enactment has been introduced during the year, viz., 


Regulation I. of 1876 (a Regulation for the peace and government of 
the Garo Hills district). 


This Regulation was proposed by the Chief Commissioner and 
sanctioned by the Government of India during the preceding year, and 
its purport and extent have been set forth in the report for 1874-75 and 
1875-76, Part I1.B., para.9. It came into force on the 1st April, 1876. 


62. The proposed Regulation for introducing local rates for 
roads and similar purposes in the Province, which had been originally 
laid before the Government of India in the preceding year, was again 
submitted for further consideration, after receiving such emendations as 


appeared necessary. Final orders as to its adoption or rejection have 
not yet been received. 


63. The measure of introducing the Scheduled Districts Act 
(XIV. of 1874) into the Province was also a subject of correspondence 
with the Supreme Government.. 


64. Two Acts of the Bengal Council were also further extended 
to other parts of the Province. Act VI. of 1868 (B.C.)—an Act to 
provide for the better regulation of police in towns and for the 
conservancy aud improvement thereof—was extended to the town of 
Dibrugarh in the district of Lakhimpur by notification in the Assam 
Gazette dated 17th March, 1877. 


65. The provisions of the Gambling Act, II. of 1867 (B.C.), were 
extended to the towns of Sylhet and Jaintidépur. 


E 
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SECTION 3.—POLICE. 


66. The strength of the Assam police force at the close of the 
year 1876 was 3,374 men of all ranks. The 
permanent additions made to the force during 
the year amounted to 19 men. 


The proportion of men employed on purely police work to 
area and population in the several plains districts is shown below :— 


Strength of the force. 














Number| Area in Proportion of Proportion of 

Districte. of square Population, police to area police to 

police. miles. (square miles). population. 

Godlpdra_..........00.. 264 4,433 444 000 | 1 to 16°79 1 to 1,680 
KAmrup......c0. seseeeee 247 | 3373 | 561,631! 1 ,, 13°65 1 ,, 2,973 
Darrang  ......sseeeeere 188} 3.413 {| 236.009} 1 , 1815 1 ,, 1,255 
NOWZONG cescsceescecees 123 3,648 256,390 1 ,, 29°65 1 ,, 2,084 
Sibsagar ......0. Meats 160 2,846 296,589 I ,, 17:78 1 ,, 1,853 
Lakhimpur ........ ... 136} 3,145] 121,267] 1 ,, 23-12 1, 891 
Sylhet ..ccccse esssesees 359 | 5,440 | 1,719,539 | 1 |, 15°15 1 ,, 4.789 
Cachar .......ccccseees. 268 | 5,000; 205,027] 1 ,, 18°65 1, 765 
Total ...... 1a 31,298 | 3,840,452 | 1 ,, 17:93 1 ,, 2,200 





The relative proportion of the principal castes or religions in 
the force is givenin the following table:— 


Christians Sits fae eas 65 
Hindus S35 Ps sted 56°95 
Goorkhas ide eas es 12:18 
Sikhs... ee sais ie 95 
Muhammadans .. oe ee 7:68 
Manipuris Sis is i 2°19 
Khasias Sees Sas us 1:13 
Nigas, Gdros, and Kukies ... ae 6-08 
Cacharies and Rabahs ay wee 11-92 
Khamties, Mikirs, Burmese, and Bhutias. °27 


67. The bugget grant for the Assam police for the year 1876-77 

eoiselarsal was Rs. 6,03,866, out of which the actual ex- 

penditure amounted to Rs. 5,91,599; thus, the 

cost of the police falls at the rate of 2 annas and 3 pie per head of the 

population. In Bengal, the rate per head is 1 anna 1 pie, while it is 2 
annas 2 pie in the Central Provinces and 2 annas 3 pie in the Panjab. 
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68. The total strength and cost of the municipal police through- 

Wanicini wie out the Province, as it stood at the close of the 
year, are shown below :— 














Dis gohan, leat Comat} Toa, | Crt pr annam 
Rs, 
Goalpare:’a.ciwnwsmaaa| Siaais 31. cisem 6 6 534 
KAMrnp scssdssessccencadecwase 1 3 36 40 5,940 
By WNGG. siissvarciiinicaciessstecs |, seuen 2 30 32 2,750 
CAGiGe coscsees gaictoravetesecee). “alagens (|) Shee 9 9 933 








Total.ecccccccees | 1 5 | 81- 87 10,157 


During the year under review, municipal police have been 
entertained for the first time in the town of Goalpara. 


69. Sylhet is the only district in which village police, properly 
Village police speaking, exist. A greater degree of attention 
was paid to the working of this force during 
the year, and some degree of improvement was effected in its organiza- 
tion. A fund was formed from the fines imposed on the village chauki- 
dars, from which rewards are paid to the men of the village police who 
distinguish themselves. Measures were also taken to ensure punctuality 
in paying the chaukidars. 
The introduction of the Bengal Chaukidari Act into the 
district of Goalpara is at present under consideration. In Assam Pro- 
per, the mouzahdars and mandals perform, toa certain degree, the 
duties imposed elsewhere upon the rural police. 


70. The system of patrolling rivers exists in the district of Svlhet 
Petal pli: only. The actual work done by the river police, 
as shown in the returns, is small, but the indirect 
benefit is considerable. Although but few cases have been brought to 
licht by their agency, yet the almost entire cessation of river dacoities 
on the Sylhet rivers, where this crime was formerly common, may fairly 
be ascribed to them. Some improvement was effected in the organiza- 
tion of this branch of the police force during the year. Two additional 
outposts were established in the Nowgong district for maintaining the 
patrol of the Assam Trunk Road, and one new outpost was added in the 
Sylhet district. 


71. The separately-organized frontier police in Sylhet and 

Pca use police. Cachar continued during the year to prove 

themselves to be a most efficient and useful 

body of men. The police of the Naga and Garo Hills remained on 
the same footing as before reported. 


72. More attention has been paid to drill during the year than 
Drill. has been possible formerly. 
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The want of a good drill-instructor in Kamrip has been 
supplied by transferring an officer from the Garo Hills police force to 
that district. 


The frontier police in Sylhet and Cachar have been regu- 
larly instructed in company drill and skirmishing, the manual and 
platoon exercises, and relieving guards and sentries. During the year, 
100 men of the Cachar frontier police have gone through a course of 
musketry instruction and target practice. 


73. During the year new short Enfield and muzzle-loading rifles, 
Aveeieneicaens with ordinary bayonets, were supplied to the 
police of the districts of Darrang, Sibsagar, 


_ and Lakhimpur. 


74. A new police station-house at Gauhati, which was much 
pulidings wanted, was completed by the Public Works 
Department during the year. No other new 


buildings were added. 


The aggregate expenditure incurred on police buildings and repairs 
during the year was Rs. 12,086. 


75. In a force of 3,363 regular police of all ranks, the number 
struck off the rolls from all causes in 1876 
amounted to 432, or 12°84 per cent., as shown 
below, against 412, or 12°33 per cent., in 1875. The resignations alone 
amounted to 5:20 per cent. The deatn-rate, 1:63 per cent., was low. 
Desertions ariounted to only ‘74 per cent., and occurred entirely among 
the Naga Hills police:— 


Deductions from the force. 








1875, | 1876. 

Resigned a “at a oes 4°87 | 5°20 
Dismissed eae is sie or 2°56 3°60 
Discharged “ai oe nis sa 1:49 1:04 
Deserted ae a a sei 86 “74 
Died re Se cee es 2:18 1°63 
Retired ses atic oi wa ‘53 "63 
Total ie | 12°33 12°84 


The desertions and resignations are due principally, no doubt, 
to the inadequacy of the pay allowed to the lower grades. Rs. 6, the 
pay of the lowest grade of constable, is considerably less than that of 
a common day-labourer. 


76. The number of constables who enlisted in the regular police 
of the several districts of this Province during 
| the year was 472, of whom 230 were hillmen. 
As in previous years, some difficulty was experienced in getting recruits 
for the Naga Hills police. 


Enlistment. 
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tf 


77. The number of convictions under the Penal Code during 
Zudicial punishmentsunder the the year was four, against five in 1875 and ten 
al Code. 


in 1874. 
Punishments under ActV. of 78. The number of officers and men punished 
mee under Act V. of 1861 is shown below :— 
1874. 1875. 1876. 
53 60 14 
The following districts show the highest figures :— 
Goalp4ra Sie aes .. 20 
Sylhet ee See ee awe «14 
Naga Hille 5 3 18 


The number punished judicially was altogether 116, against 
103 the year before; the number of those punished departmentally was 
490, against 542 in 1875 and 648 in 1874. 


In the districts below, the departmental punishments were 
numerous :— 


Sylhet Sea Bas aa . 81 
Cachar.... sini ye o. 67 
Godlp4ra ... ou see .. 60 
Darrang ... sa ‘ies . 58 
Garo Hills... oes ae wo. 56 
Sibsdgar ... eb Nea - 53 


79. No charges of torture, extortion, or maltreatment have been 
pecs x preferred against the police of this Province 
for the last two years. 


There were only two cases of misconduct which call for notice. 
In one a constable absconded with the contents of the station treasure- 
chest, and was ultimately arrested in Calcutta; in the other a sentry 
accepted a bribe from the prisoner in his charge, and allowed him to 
escape. 


80. Seven officers and men were rewarded by special promotion, 18 

laa arena were rewarded by money rewards for energetic 

conduct in capturing absconded criminals, and 

11 were rewarded by good-conduct stripes for exhibiting more than 
common ability and courage in the execution of their duties. 


81. There are no police schools at present; the very small 
reserves at the head-quarters of most of the 
districts prevent their introduction, but the 
education of the men is not entirely neglected. The officers at the 
thannahs and outposts have been ordered to instruct those who show an 
inclination to learn to read and write, and, where the men have leisure, 
some progress has been made. 


Education. 
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82. The statement below shows the number of summonses, 
warrants, and other miscellaneous orders served 
by the police during the last three years:— 


Summonses and warrants. 








eee 











Warrants. | Summonses, | Other orders. | Total. 

Districts. SSS SS eS SS SS 

1874. | 1875. | 1876. 1874. | 1875. | 1876 | 1874. | 187. | 1876. | 1874. | 1875. | 1876. 

GoAIPATA ....cceeeceees 212 s66| 301 1,470 2.687| 8,018] 454] 229 271| 2,186] 3,282 38.675 
KAMrup.....-ceceeceeee B83] 593, BIS 967) 1,047, 716) 803] G17) B48 1,658) 2.257 1.572 
Darrang....... On / 87] 113) 89 5695] 298] 41| 2,925! 2,671) 3,866 38,607| 3,077 3,446 
NOWELONE ...ceeeeeeeeee | 156} 47, 81's 756) 84, S79, «1,699, 515) =88 2.611] 646 148 
RiDAA@AL..scceceeeee eos 203| 106| 86’ 1,740] 615; 931| 898] 629, 987 2.841] 1,350 2.004 
Lakhimpur ........006- 190, 86,498, 691| 133] 229) 453 984) EA! 1.834) 1.103 1,262 
Brlliotia. casero sciwaieees 627/590! 1,200, 5,085) 7,107) 7,854] 8,925] 8,960| 5,744 9,517/11,657 14.298 
Cachar ...cesseeveceee -,  401| 451; ‘133! 3687} 3,040! 1,464] 1,367] 1.870] 1,812 5.355| 4,861. 3,409 
Khasi Hille ........ la 20] 17 15, 823) B01) 250} 600] 482] 65, 943] 750 630 
Nagn Hills ......00. is 18 S lo, 40) 20). 231 40 1] 289) 76D 

Total ...... 2,197 ane 2,267 


15,234 15,327, 14,077) 12,858) 11,897 era 30,286| 29,059 30,455 
| ' gt 


| 





The result shown in this table is one that was not anticipated ; 
for, instead of the work of serving processes having diminished, owing 
to the introduction of the new High Court Rules, it has in some districts 
actually increased. It would seem, however, that some error has been 
allowed to creep into the statements received from some districts. 
~ 83. The District and Assistant Superintendents performed their 

se eis inspection duties during the year most carefully 
and thoroughly. 
84. The general conduct of the police has been fair throughout 
the year. There is, no doubt, a want of detee- 
tive ability among the members of the force, a 
defect, however, in which the Assam police is by no means singular. 
Detective talent is always a rare gift,—and in this Province the 
difficult nature of the country, the habits of the people, and the absence 
of a proper chaukidari system, render success still more difficult of 
attainment. On the whole, taking into consideration the disadvantages 
under which it labours, particularly in the matter of the pay of its lower 
ranks, the force may be pronounced to be fairly efficient. A scheme 
for its re-organization and improvement has been submitted to the 
Supreme Government. 


Conduct of the force. 


85. The following table exhibits the cognizable offences reported 
in the Province during the last five vears:— 


NR 
—_ 








1872. 1878, 1874. 1875. 1876. 
a eh oe 

Cases reported.......ceccceccsccarsaccss 8,582 8,313 8,861 | 10,201 10,900 

Number of persons arrested ...c...000:. 7,592 6,968 7.214 | 7,135 8,207 

Persons put on trial .....scccseseeeeess 7,076 6.606 6,773 7,387 7,839 

Persons finally convicted....cecceeesees: 4,143 3,788 4,102 4,476 4.886 


Persons acquitted ........seeeeeeeeeeeee 2,711 2,602 2,419 | 2,574 2.659 
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During the year under report, 10,900 cognizable cases were 
reported, and 8,207 persons arrested. 7,839 persons were actually pnt 
on trial, and, of these, 4,886 were finally convicted and 2,650 acquitted. 
The remainder, 277, were pending trial at the close of the year, and 17 
were otherwise disposed of, as follows :— 


1 on bail. 

16 died, transferred, &c., after commencement of trial. 
1879? aces sk edeeus 2181 The number of cases reported as 
Hees cotter: P82 false during the last four years is shown on the 
1876 ....... skate 2,497 margin. 


The number of cases accepted as true during 1876 was 
8,850, against 7,887 in 1875. 


86. The following statement shows the true cognizable crime, 
district by district, as compared to area and population, during 1875 
and 1876:— 








True crime to Persons put on | Persons put on 
area (per square True crime to trial to area | trial) to popula- 


Districte. Ares, | Popula- mile). population. | (per square mile). tion. 


1875. | 1876. | 18765. | 1876. | 1875. | 1876. | 1875. | 1876. 





Goalpéra ..... | 4,438 | 444,000 | +12 16 |1 to r6s| 1to620| 16 19 | 1t0617| 1 to527 
Kamrap........ | 3,373 | 661,631 | -24 29 11, G44'1,, 575] 22 92 |1,, 7261 1,, 739 
Darrang 3.418 | 236,009 1” 323! 16 | 1, Bax] 1. 424 
1 | 07 | 1, 618] 1 ,, 929 
1 25 | 15, 383 1 7 405 
1 13 | 15, 244[ 1) one 
1 60 | 1 636] 15, 522 
1 ‘19 | 17 255] 15, 215 





ee | ee 


24 | 1 to52/ 1 to 489 


87. The following comparative statement shows, by districts, the 
number of cases reported and those accepted as true, and the number of 
persons put on trial in each district during the last two years :— 


Cases reported. True cases. eens out an 
Districts. 
1875. | 1876. | 1875. | 1876. [Increase] De | 1875. | 1876. 

Godl para ....ceeeae rere ee rccoee 800 905 577 716 139 | . 719 842 
Kamp senaereeseciencusncteennssas 1,868 | 1418} 868] 977 109 773 | 760 
Darrang ......- TOTereerreTrererey 728 731 552 ee 179 698 656 
NOWPONG dscsesecvssvesnisnsonnness 671| 675| 422 | 473 51 415 | 276 
BibsAgar vscgtecrs seccg cisueu ev oaes 1,360 | 1,374] 1,017 907 20 i74 732 
Lakhimpur ........-s0cceseeeeeeees 490| 606] 381 447 66 497 | 429 
Sylhet. ssc cecernevnwns fanciers 3.4638 3,786 | 2,798 | 3.426 | 623 2,703 | 8,294 
Cachar ....6.--e06 Saeed ices lies 1,197 1,508 1,098 1,262 169 0 


—eeweene | ome | ee | eee | eee | es | eee © | ee 


Total.... | 10,203 | 10,900 7,887 8,850 1,162 199 7,884 7,839 
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From this statement, it appears that during the year 1876 
963 more true cases of cognizable crime were reported than in the 
previous year. It must not, however, be necessarily inferred from these 
figures that crime has actually increased; less crime, perhaps, may have 
escaped detection. 


88. The proportion of false cases reported in the different districts 
is shown below:— 


Struck off as Tercentage of cases struck 
Districts. Cases reported. | false. off as false to cases reported. 

Ocal para ic3 dence ccnvercoeweaeess} 905 | 215 4 
Ramirup: sscosctnes4ueeds ceeds snacae seas 1,418 468 83 
DAIVAUNY .an6 isc sess bese sade sve weleeles 728 183 25 
NOW PONG i554 s-055d00 ds eeeneess Saaareigle 575 106 18 
BibsAwar scyckdiescv cana ass 850 Ses sv awe o's 1,374 417 30 
Lakhimpur..........- Shalala dare aie wate or 606 170 % 
Bis lhe: coaeccvacaie soxres Gotiaia cea eees 3,786 676 18 
Cached isicwaidasendseiaacucasteaeeoniae: 1,508 263 17 

Total.........0.- 10,900 2,197 22 





The percentage of false cases was the samme during the years 
1874, 1875, and 1876, being 22 respectively. 


89. 447 cases were pending investigation at the end of 1875; 
Cognizable cascs how disposed of. Curing 1876, 10,900 fresh cases were reported 
to the police or to the magisterial authorities, — 
total 11,347 cases. Of these cases, 578 were not inquired into under Sec- 
tion 117 of the Criminal Procedure Code, and 2,497 were declared false. 
Convictions were obtained in 2,605 cases, or 31 per cent. of 
the cases reported true. In 1875, the convictions were 30 per cent. 
Comparing the number of persons convicted with the number of 
persons arrested, the following results are shown: — 


Persons arrested. Percentage. 
1875 wo... ere ree 7,755 57°70 
1876 sscenisieatsswues Dues keateie wiseee 8,207 59-53 


These figures exhibit a slight improvement during the year 1876. 


90. The statement below shows how the cases accepted as true were 
disposed of during the year:— 








Persons. 






ee Percentage 
| of convic- jof acquittals 


Truc cases.” Arrested. | tions to per-| to persons 
—_—_____—_—_———] Convicted. | Acquitted, 5008 bronght brought to 
Districts By police, | By order of to trial. trial. 
; suo moto. | Magistrate. 








1875. | 1876. | 1875. 





1876, | 1875. 








1876, 1%. 1876.| 1875. | 1876 1878 | 1876. 1873 1876. 


62°73 | 64°96 | 34°21 | 34-08 


Godlpira ..| 577 | 716] 696) 750] 163] 1382] 451 | 547 o16 | 287 
6 (54°20 [57°10 | 44°89 | 40°26 


Kamrup....| 868 977 | 461 469 | 839 ) 324) 419 | 434 | 847 | 306 
Darrang....; 7381; 552 |] G44 | 451 70 90 | 615 | 393 | 178 | 160 


: 


7373 | 70°68 | 25°50 | 28°78 
Nowgong ..| 422 473 | 199 164 | 226 124 | 289 1:13 122 81 | 66°98 | T0°6S | 29°39 | 29°35 
Sibsagar .. 1,017 997 60 | 609 117 144 | 528 | 487 | 240 | 237 | 6822 | 66°53 | 30°88 | 3237 
Lakhimpuar.. | 338] 447 329 | 309 168 lsu | 266 | 300 | 225 121 | 63°52 | 69°93 | 45°27 , 28°20 


Cuchar ..,. | 1,093 | 1,262 | 623 | 709 | 165 | 179 | 441 | 545 | 296 | 895 | 54-78 [5716 | 3677 | 41°37 


oe | eee ee fee fee ee | eee me cme mes fe | ee | ee 


Sylhet .... | 2,798 | 5,426 | 2,025 | 2,608 690 | 668 1,566 | 1,987 O19 | 1074 | 56-68 | 60°32 | 38°99 | 32-60 
60°45 | 62°33 | 84°84 | 33°92 


Total .. | 7,887 ee 5,570 | 6,069 | 1,938 | 1,791 | 4,475 [4,886 | 2,573 | 2,659 
| 
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The aba of convictions to persons brought to trial is highest 
for both years in the district of Darrang, and lowest during the year 
under review in the district of Kamrup. 


Comparing the convictions in the different districts, an im- 
provement in the percentage of convictions to acquittals has taken place 
during the year under report in all the districts except Darrang and 
Sibsigar. These two latter districts exhibit a slight falling off; but, 
notwithstanding this decrease, the final results obtained in these two 
districts are good. 


91. The total amount of property stolen in the Province during 
the year 1875 was Rs. 99,791, a) during 1876 Rs. 1,238,011. The 
value of stolen property recovered during the two years was, respectively 
Rs. 43,491 an Rs. 53,382. The percentage of property recovered 
to property stolen was 43 in both years; but in the district of Goalpara 
it was 68, and in Nowgong 84 per cent., which is very satisfactory. 


The statistics regarding the different districts are given below:— 





eee 














Amount of property Amonnt of property 
_ stolen, recovered. Percentage. 
Districts. a a ee 
1876, | 1876. | 1875. | 1876, 1875. 1876. 
' 

Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs 

Godlpdra ... cece cee ccccescccacccees 6,291 12,595 1,757 8,638 33 68 
BAO 5 5 60:66 vie-we'c oe eiwns S0aeere's's 10,170 10,895 8,177 8,834 81 35 
PeeRa eae boidus iad ewes ewes 4,451 4,894 1,8 1,597 41 32 
NOWGO08 6siscis cea cede aa araeaveses es 30 2,748 4,401 2,315 81 84 

epiees catea veo cueueonguer ee 13,331 17,360 4,877 6,610 37 

Lakhimiptir  .65.6s00s046 cicvaeseeacs ‘ 9,147 8,386 3,033 29 33 
ByINCb i iiwceln wed hese Wersaeseceees 81,449 51,020 16,224 22,200 52 43 
COCBSE sic ociesidiendcetliscdaeetnweene 18,064 14,352 7,827 5,160 43 35 
Total ..cccccccces 99,791 1,23,011 43,491 53,382 43 43 





92. The following table exhibits the number of cases of each 


class of cognizable crime for the years 1875 and 1876 (exclusive of cases 
declared to be false) :— 








| 1875, | 1876, 

Class I.—Offences against the State .............. eccsceee ecscseees 363 421 
9, IL.—Serious offences against the person ...........ceeeseeees 607 541 

» 1I[.—Serious offences against the person, property, &c .... 827 1,011 

», [V.—Minor offences against the person ........ ssccse-ceceeess 948 997 

» V.—Minor offences against property ........ccescssecscsssceees 4,441 4,538 

» VWI.—Other offences not specified above ..........scccscescoseees 724 784 
Other 'apectal laws: vescsseisscdsassccentenssciwner conus saeddscecasvess rageuss (6) 111 
Total cise sasceinavsettes 7... | 7,983 | 8,403 


93. 12,134 cases are shown as instituted by complaint, and taken 
Pst-ereartieeritie up by the magistrates in the plains districts of 
this Province during the year under report, 


F 
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avainst 13,164 in 1875, or a decrease of 1,030 cases. The police were 
directed to make inquiry in 848 cases, against 959 cases during the 
preceding year. 

The table below shows the results obtained in the past two 
years, 1875 and 1876:— 


1875. 1876. 


Number of cases in which process issued ............ 9,407 8,658 
Number of persons who actually appeared ......... 8,558 9.093 
Discharged after appearance .....ccsccccececesceecesees C29 695 
Acquitted.........608. Saitidek Aa uplenteeatnce teas scsccccascsscesee 244 2,417 


CONVIC(EU cic viccaseoscaecunssiesue esscnvecebuubecesedezectees 0,000 0,600 
The results of convictions to persons put on trial is a little better in 
1876, being 64 per cent, against 62 per cent. in 1875, and may be 
considered fair, . 
94. In the following table, the number of non-cognizable cases in 
1875 is contrasted with the number in 1876, and a comparison is made 


between the number of these cases and the population of each of the valley 
districts of Assam:— 


Proportion of complaint 

















Complaints of non-cognizable crime. to persons. 
Districts. Ee Popolation; 
1875. | 1876. | Increase. } Decrease. 1875. 1876. 
GOA PITe. we iansadwescewe ss 566 DIL 2G 89 444,000 1 to 784 1 to 842 
Kulu p exsawicsse ete eieaes 1,385 BUS |  .escee 477 561,631 » 405 = $618 
Darruny..... His ake Cues 604 617 1S ke wesc 7 2::6,009 » 890 » 882 
NOWYONG se eececeeeeeeeeees 1f48 | 1,119] ...... 429 256,390 » 165 » 2298 
Sibsigar ......ee0e caine 1,014 | 1,109 85>. Seedotan 296.589 » 292 n 267 
Lakhimpur Oe Cwocevene 870 19 ecvnas $1 121,267 ” 189 oe 148 
Sylhet..... Seed gigs qo dieie-bhacs 5,422 21S |. seveas 147 1,719,539 » 817 » 825 
Cachar oeoeeeere eee eenapereen 1,755 1,760 5 seveee 205 ,027 ” 116 9 116 
Total .......-6. | 18,164 | 12,134 113 1,143 3,840,452 » 291 » 816 








There has been a marked diminution of cases in the districts 
of Kamrup, Nowgong, and Sylhet, while, on the other hand, Sibsagar 
shows a small increase. In the whole Province, there was one com- 
plaint of non-cognizable crime to 316 persons of the population, against 
291 persons in the preceding year. 


93. The comparative table below shows the total number of cases 
which occurred in the several hill districts 
during the two years of 1875 and 1876, with 
the results of the same:— 


Crime in the hill districts. 

















v 
tt 
Cases 7 ts | Arrested. Total. Puton | Convicted. | Acquitted. | .. 
Districts. | Feported. | <7 trial, g 
see |e See ee 2 
3 g @ 
1875, | 1876.) 53 | 1875. | 1876. | 1875. | 1876. | 1875. | 1876. | 1875, | 1876, | 1875. | 1876. 
a4 
Khasi Hills. . 76 | 109 2 48 118} 48 120 | 48 118 | 43 100 8 18 2 
Garo 5 « 26 47 2 35 6) | 36 71 | 35 7. | 27 56 6 12 3 
Naga ,, 9] 15 13 17 {| 13 17 | 18 17} 9 15) 4 2 
Total Ml 171 4 96 204 | 96 203 | 96 206 | 79 171 13 32 5 
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From the foregoing table, it appears that crime in the hill districts 
shows a tendency to increase, or, perhaps, more probably the improved 
administration leads to more cases being brought to light than formerly. 

171 cases, against 111 of 1875, were reported during the 
year, in which 204 persons were arrested, and, taking 4 persons that. 
remained pending at the close of the year, altogether 206 persons were 
put on trial, of whom 171 were convicted and 32 acquitted,—the per- 
centage of convictions to acquittals being 84, against 85 of 1875. 

n the Khasi Hills crime has increased 30 per cent. over 
the average of the past five years. The main increase is under Classes 
IIL, IV., and V. The offences in which the increase mostly occurs are 
lurking house-trespass and the like, in which the number of offences is 
nearly + double that of former years, and ordinary theft, in which there is 
a large increase,-—50 cases in 1876, against an average of 28 cases in 
the preceding five years. 

The increase in the Garo Hills is mainly under the class of 
offences against property. The Deputy-Commissioner attributes it to 
tlie extension of the district, which has brought many villages, inhabited 
by people much more addicted to petty thefts than the Garos are, within 
his jurisdiction. 

In the Naga Hills, as has been invariably the case, there has 
been little or no reported crime within the limits of the Political Officer’s 
settled jurisdiction. The few cases that occurred were of such an 
ordinary nature as to require scarcely any comment. Most of the cases 
are cases of petty theft, and they nearly all occurred at Samaguting. 

There has been a total increase of 31 cases reported, of 
which 21 belong to the Khasi Hills. In the 80 cases reported during 
the year, 100 persons were arrested, and, inclusive of the 2 who 
remained awaiting trial at the close of the year, 102 persons were put 
on trial, of whom 86 were convicted, 15 were acquitted, and 1 died. 
The percentage of persons convicted to acquitted during the year is 
favourable, being 85 in 1876, against 83 in 1875. 

The percentage of property recovered to property stolen is 
very unsatisfactory during the year, being 9 only. This has_been 
owing to a single case of ‘theft, which was committed in Messrs. Dev & 
Co.’s shop at Shillong. Out of Rs. 1,775 said to have been stolen, only 
Rs. 55 were recovered. 


96. There were 1,339 deaths from accidental causes in the Province 

pe han anced reported by the police during the year 1876. 

eee eee The details of the causes of death are 
shown below :— 


ee, 


Bitten Killed by By Aa | 
b wild Other aa Total. 


v 
snakes. animals. 











buildings. | 
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The largest number of accidental deaths is again shown to be 
from drowning, and deaths from this cause are, as might be expected, 
most prevalent in Sylhet. 


97. The following table shows the number and description of 
ewards forkilling wild animate, the animals destroyed, and the total value of 
ee eee” the rewards paid for killing them during the 
two years 1875 and 1876:— 














Description of animals. Number. 1875, a 1876. 

Rs. A. P. Rs A. P. 
TOE 6 6iniik goss $a AWS Oe eS EAS AN enw ees 458 (10249 8 0 411 9,308 8 90 
TBO PATOG: 45x k55:0s vice 55 60a 00 baw VE Neseu crete eee 150 740 0 0 174 776 4 O 
BOG (io s6 se 5G REAR UNERSSD RSG baaw ee eeeas 68 157 8 O 46 113 12 @ 
Wi] VOB <5 55 o see Baeiee Nia ees 04 oN 0s wean saa wer ews Bil! eect wren 3 1 0 vw 
Fi VO AS sisieaie ti vis hve owen eo ee Ke Seek eal aoalee a eee ee os Au, keeweeie, 2 Al)! ees Of) 2a eee 
Other animals and cubs, including buffaloes.......... 92 221 #4 «OO 166 18g 0 90 














Total........ 772 «(11,368 4 0 800 |10396 8 90 


SECTION 4.—CRIMINAL JUSTICE. 


98. The criminal courts of the Province, with the exception of 
those in the hill districts, are under the supervision and control of the 
High Court at Calcutta. The Chief Commissioner has not, however, 
been favoured with any report or remarks by the High Court concerning 
the administration of criminal justice in Assam during the past year. 
The remarks herein must therefore be confined to a review of the 
tabular statements which are furnished to the Chief Commissioner’s 
Office. These returns (Judicial Statements Nos. 2 to 5, appended to 
the Report) have been compiled for the calendar year, 1876, and 
contain particulars only respecting the eight plains districts of the 
Province, which are under the jurisdiction of the High Court. 


There are no complete returns of the administration of criminal 
justice in the hill districts; but information as to the number of offences 
reported by the police, and the results of the cases tried in the British 
courts will be found at the close of the section on police administration. 


99. The criminal courts in this Province during the year 1876, 
exclusive of the High Court at Calcutta, the highest court of appeal, were 
fifty-two in number, viz., the two sessions courts, eight Deputy-Commis- 
sioners, who were all magistrates of districts, and all of whom 
exercised the special powers described in Section 36 of the Criminal 
Procedure Code, sixteen magistrates. with first, eight magistrates with 
second, and eighteen magistrates with third-class powers, including 
honorary magistrates. 
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100. The subjoined table shows the number of offences reported, and 
the number of persons under trial, convicted, 


peatistiesiot crime: and acquitted during the ae three years :— 








¢ & 5 s : 
oO 3 ag e Percentage of | Percentage of 
a 5 % ge: ad convictions acquittals 
Year. % " 3 3 3 E 8 e 5 
- 3 

é 3 é < 23 e 8 : A g to persons under trial. 

} a” <q? oO © fon 
IBGE ce wbals coe eeeens 19,827 | 14,013 6,055 8,638 83 288 61 86 
1O18: 25 i's couse bens 21.849 | 16,072 6,464 | 10,185] 87 426 68 34 

} 

ABST. Skee csieevaeess 18,696 | 17,175 5,686 | 11,063 26 400 64 33 


Although there was a considerable decrease in the number of 
offences reported during 1876, as compared with the two preceding 
vears, yet the number of persons actually brought to trial was greater 
than in 1874 and 1875. The increase in the percentage of convictions 
and the decrease in the percentage of acquittals are satisfactory. The 
diminution in the number of reported crimes may, the Chief Canine. 
sioner thinks, perhaps, be attributable to the generally good harvests 
obtained during the year under review. 


Of the offences reported, 44 per cent. were under the head of 
“criminal force” and ‘ petty theft; offences of a graver nature, such 
as murder, &c., were, as will be perceived from the detailed statement 
appended to the report (Judicial Statement No. 2), not very numerous, 
amounting to only 1:1 per cent., while none of the following cnences 
were reported to have been committed during the year:— 

-(1) Offences against the State. 

(2) Offences relating to the army and navy. 

(3) Offences relating to religion. 

(4) Offences relating to thuggee. 

(5) Offences relating to injury to unborn children. 

(6) Offences relating to theft with aggravating circumstances. 
(7) Offences relating to extortion with ditto. 

(8) Offences relating to dacoity. 


(9) Offences relating to criminal trespass, resulting in death or grievous 
hurt. 


101. The following table compares the statistics of reported crime 
in this Province in proportion to population with the statistics of some 
other Provinces. Assam, it will be observed, exhibits the lowest propor- 
tion of heinous offences, compared to the total number of offences 
reported. 
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© Against the Arainst the j Proportion of re p rte d offences 
| & | person, | property. | per 10,000 of population. 
| 3 | tina ee ate . 
| 7 | ; 
Pac 5 | Offences Offences 
y . P pula- ‘ 
Name of Province | ~‘ pure 5 ~ against against 
tion. o wn ea . mien x 
g % person. property. | ® 
| 8.3 = H 5 
| 5% | Se hetea —| 2 
| af | ¢ d iS igial a | & 
oa + > = be S ° ~ ° GS A e 
| $5 5 2 = = 2 ols 2 5 Ss | & 
=a ‘2 = z = S = rc = ‘oO oa s 
B = a — | A 6 <q | rm. eo a S 
Bengal -- | 62,706,774) 172,930) 2,632) 50,283) 1,593) 70,536) 47,879) 27°5 4 8°0 - 112 76 
Ondh -. | 11,178,861 79,263) 2,294) 6,699) 81,867) 27,267) 11.¢ 70°9| 2-0 9| 280) 24:3) 104 
Central Provinces | 10.826.321 41,965) 1,329) 8,712) 5,006) 15.141) 11,777) 38-7) 1-2 79] 4°6 13°9 108 
Assam (exclusive 8,804,216) 18,696 248| 6,739 171) 6,347) 5,191) 49°] "6 17°7 ‘41 166 136 
of Hill Dis- | | 
tricts.) 
British Burmah.. 2,815,193) 27,863 731) 6,391 829) 9.912) 9.500'97°1 25:9) 927 9-9 2) 33°7 








102. During the year 1876 thirteen persons were dealt with by 

High Court.—Referred juris: the High Court in its referred jurisdiction, of 
diction: whom two were acquitted and eleven convicted. 
No information as to the nature of these cases, nor of the punishments 
inflicted, appears in the return submitted to this office from the High 


Court. 


103. Inclusive of the thirty-five persons pending trial from last year 
Courts of Session.—Origina’ there were 184 persons in all dealt with by 
jurisdiction. the courts of session against 211 in 1875. 
Of these, 3 persons were discharged without trial. 80, or 43°4 per 
cent., were acquitted, only, 75, or 40°7 per cent., were convicted, three 
were otherwise disposed of, and 23 remained awaiting trial at the close of 
the year. The result is very far from satisfactory. The Chief Com- 
missioner is not, however, in a position to say how far the committing 
officers are to blame for this result. He is aware that the story told by 
witnesses at the preliminary inquiry differs frequently most materially 
from their depositions before the court of session. The past three vears 
have, however, shown a steadily decreasing percentage of convictions 
before the sessions court. 52 per cent. of committals resulted in 
convictions in 1874, 49 per cent. in 1875, and only 40 per cent in the 
past year. In default of other explanation, the figures would seem to 
indicate considerable want of discretion, or defects in procedure on the 


part of the committing officers. 
Of the persons convicted, 9 were sentenced to death, 3 were trans- 
ported for life, 15 were transported for a term, 
Tere a eee and 48* were imprisoned, of whom 18 were also 
fined to the extent of Rs. 1,874-13-0. In no case was a sentence of 
imprisonment with solitary confinement passed by the court of session. 


104. At the close of the year 1875, there were 404 persons awaiting 
Original jurisdiction of magis trial in the various magisterial courts of 
trates. the Province. 6,019 persons were arrested 


by the police during the year; 2,255 and 7,994 persons, respectively, 
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appeared in obedience to warrants and summonses issued; while 466 
persons appeared voluntarily before the several tribunals. The total 
number of persons before the various courts for disposal was in 1876 
17,138, against 16,045 in the previous year, showing an increase of 
1,093, or 6°3 per cent. The annexed statement exhibits how these 
ser were disposed of, and collates the previous statistics on the 
subject :— 


1874. | 1875. | 1876, 














: : : 

é | Number. Number, g 

é é | é 
Discharged without trial ...... 153 | 2,163 | 13-4) 2,030 | 11°8 
BCQUIi ted: -2.ccccsswscscaeow ie anees 20°4 | 3,251 | 202 | 3,573 | 20°8 
Convicted or committed ......... 62:3 | 10,193 | 63°5 | 11,135 | 65:0 
Died, escaped. or transferred... - 34]... 2a |) vee 
Pending at close of the year .. 1°9 404; 2:5 377 | 2:2 














Total “| 13,988 | ... | 16045 | ... | 17,138 


105. The subjoined table shows in detail the total number of persons 
actually tried, the number of days occupied 
in each case, and the number of witnesses 
examined by each class of magistrates during the last two years :— 


Distribution of business, 





1875. | 1876. 
wo ° a ° 
; (33) ¢ | g [83 | = 
zB <3 f a 33 § 
Class of tribunal. ~ o 3 be 3 
: Bx g ss Ba 3 
g Az B 3 Bs B 
g ae Sg q eB og 
0.3 @ to: be 
au [fee | 22 | sz | EEE] 23 
- es [esa | 52 | SB | fsa] 53 
Unpaid magistrates ............ 859 | 46) 1,900 660 5 1,857 
Local and subordinate paid| 4,720| 6°41] 10,928 | 4,277 9 |; 10,996 
magistrates. 
Full-power magistrates......... 6,684 | 64) 15,939 | 8336 8 | 17,455 
Chief magistrates of districts | 1,181 C7 2,014 1,435 4 1,719 


(Deputy-Coumissioners). 
Total | 13,444]... 30,781 | 14,708 |... 32,027 








It will be seen from this statement that the full-power magistrates 
disposed of the largest number of persons during both the years 1875 
and 1876. During the year under review, 660 persons, or 4°4 per cent., 
were tried by unpaid magistrates, 29 per cent. by local and sabordinuts 
paid magistrates, 56 per cent. by full-power magistrates, and the 
remainder, or 9°7 per cent., by the chief magistrates of districts. 
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106. The honorary magistrates continue to be very useful in 
disposing of petty cases, and thereby relieving 

Pager ae the district sence. As will appese from the 
foregoing table, they tried 859 and 660 persons and examined 1,900 and 
1,857 witnesses during the years 1875 and 1876, respectively. No 
information is obtainable from the returns as to the number or results 
of appeals from their decisions. 


107. The various kinds of punishments inflicted by the several 
magisterial courts during the past three years 


Perea are compared in the following table:—- 














1874. oe cent.| 1875. Pe cent.) 1876. |Per cent. 
Tawe Rigorous ... ... | 2,914 | 33°7 | 3,223 | 33:4 | 3,305 | 33-1 
mprisonment ; Simple a 68 7 69 7 150 1°5 
Forfeiture of property sas = Zl! ox i as es i 
Fi With imprisonment ... | 543] 62) 778) 8 840 | 84 
Me) Without ditto... ... |4,830 | 55°8 15,366 | 55°6 |5,370 | 53-9 

In addition to other pun- 47 5 21 2 41 “4 
Whipping ishment. 

In lieu of ditto | 235] 2:7} 189 19; 256) 25 





aS —e 


Total _... | 8,639 9646 | ... 9,962 - 


Thus, it will appear that during the last three years more 
than half of the total number of persons punished were fined, and that 
34°4 in 1874-75, 34:1 per cent. in 1875, and 34-6 per cent. in 1876 of the 
total number of persons punished were imprisoned, and that only in a 
few cases was whipping inflicted. 


In only one case was a sentence of imprisonment with solitary 
confinement passed. The Chief Commissioner is of opinion that the 
power of ordering solitary confinement as an accompaniment to 
imprisonment might, with profit, be more generally exercised than it is. 


Whipping is also a punishment which, considering the comparatively 
large number of cases of petty theft, should be inflicted oftener than 
appears to be the case at present. In 1875, out of all the convictions for 
offences in which whipping was awardable, in only 210 cases was this 
punishment inflicted. In 1876, whipping was inflicted in 297 cases out 
of all the convictions for such offences. The returns furnished by 
the High Court do not show, however, in how many of these convictions 
this punishment might have been resorted to,—some offences not 
punishable with whipping being mixed up in the returns with those that 
are so punishable. 


Besides the above, 46 persons were ordered to give security 
to keep the peace, 1,202 were ordered to enter into recognizances, 
and 117 to furnish security for good behaviour, during the year under 
review. 
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108. The various degrees of punishments inflicted by the several 
magisterial courts during 1876, as compared 
Degree of pmishment. with the next preceding year, is tabulated 

















below :-- 
1875. | 1876. 
Degree of punishment. | 
Persons.j Percentage; Persons. | Percentage. 
| 
\ ‘ 
Imprisonment for 15 days.............0. roe 791 24 696 20 
oo G months 20... co. eeee eee 1,949 61 2,204 63 
a 2 VCAlS ces wadeevacvevactues 435 13 538 15 
‘ Last “saasteweaeeck veces otes 33 1 AT -h eeeeds 
a SBUOVE! 2G. 42. . feveseinncnsadqauneriaa [° -awsewel Ml - weebee- I> esteem ae. “Seaeee 
Total......... 3,208 | ...... 3,455 | ...... 
Fine, Rs. 10 and under..............0.eceeeee, 4,78] 77 4,633 74 
‘i ‘ 50 shi. -aoeaeeenneiieetease 1,227 19 1.427 2: 
- », 100 CL etahuanseeeesadeen 90 1 114 1 
» g 900 de Hee namaaaueapen eases 44]... saci, <gumaee 
‘5 », 1,000 Sor ak 2elee haissehmenearenenieaes De. ce daeetis 2. Saws 
Above ,, 1,000 Ss. )daibtenegenonegaapeaeeael Il. seeeeau ||. seater | eee 
Total......... 6,144) ...... 6,210 | ..... 
Whipping, 10 stripes and under ............... 72 34 80 27 
ss 20 i, | Ct*C«‘“‘*‘ CR 94 45 143 48 
" 3) ne 44 21 74 24 





It will be seen that 17 persons were incarcerated during the 
year for a terin of seven years, against 33 imprisoned for that period in 
the previous year, and that only one person was fined in a sum above 
ks. 1,000, and two only in a sum above Rs. 500. Nearly one-half of 
the persons punished were fined Rs. 10 and less each. 


109. The entire amount of fines imposed during the year was Rs. 
84,834-10-0, viz., Rs. 1,874-13-0 by the sessions 
courts, and Rs. 82,959-13-0 by the magistrates. 
Of this sum, Rs. 71,418-8-1, or 86 per cent., were realized, and 
Rs. 7,299-12-8 were paid as compensation to the injured persons. 


Fines. 


110. 382,027 witnesses attended at the magisterial courts, as 
detailed in the statement appended to para. 105, and 843 witnesses at 
the courts of session, against 30,781 and 992 respectively in 1875. 


G 
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111. The result of appeals instituted before the several tribunals 
Aparels: omens the past two years is contrasted 
elow :— s 


| High Court. Sessions Courts. 


Courts. 








Chief Magisterial ae: 


! 
1875. | 1876. | 1875. | 1876. | 1875. | 1876. 1876. | 1876. 





Number of appellants ... | ... 147 | 674| 624] 517] 394 19 1,165 
Number of persons— , 

Appeals rejected ...... aes 14 93 | 206 77 47 | 170 | 267 

Sentences confirmed... |... 57 | 392, 220] 262; 193 | 654; 470 

3 modified ...| ... 8 77 67 82 42} 159] 117 

‘ reversed ...| ... 51 72 97 58 88 | 130] 236 

Proceedings quashed...| ... ae sa 2 Beli, \ aes 2 2 

Further inquiry or] ... at 4]... 9 10 13 10 

evidence. 
Cases referred ......... ee see 11 Bo]. aes 1! il 6 
Appeals pending trial |... 17 25 27 27 13, 52 57 


— 





It will be noticed that in the greater number of cases, 
amounting to 63 per cent., of the appeals instituted, the appeals were 
either rejected or the sentences of the lower courts were confirmed. In 
10 per cent. the orders of the court of first instance were modified, and 
in 20 per cent. the orders were reversed. Of the total number of appel- 
lants, 147 appealed to the High Court, 624 to the courts of session, and 
394 to the chief magistrates’ courts. As compared with the previous 
year, the number of persons who appealed to the courts of session and 
the magisterial courts shows a decrease. Particulars of appeals made to 
the High Court during the year 1875 are not available in this office. 


112. As noted in the previous year’s report, all offences, including 
abetments and attempts falling under Chapters 
VIIL, XL, XVI., XVIL, and XVIII, of the 
Indian Penal Code tried by the court of session are tried by jury,—-the 
rest are tried with the aid of assessors. 


In 1876, 15 cases were tried by jury, against 11 in 1875; in 
13 cases out of the 15, the Judge approved of the verdict of the jury. 
75 cases were tried with the aid of assessors, against 59 in the preceding 
year; in 71 cases out of the 75, the Judge agreed with the assessors. 


Trials by jury or assessors. 


113. The returns furnished by the High Court supply no inform- 
ation as to the number of summary trials under 
Section 222, Criminal Procedure Code, and 
no remarks can therefore be offered as to the extent to which this 
svstem of procedure is made use of in the Province. 


Summary trials. 
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SECTION 5.—PRISONS. 


114. The following table shows the daily average number of 
General summary of prion Prisoners confined in the jails of the Province 


population. during the last three years:— 
Male. Female. Total. 
1874 ... aa .» 1,169°24 38°38 1,207° 62 
1875 ... a w» 1,295°23 40 21 1,335°44 
1870 ... ave .. 1,435°16 52°57 1,487-73 


The gross prison population for the same three years was— 


1874 Se os, a ... 8,064 
1875 a eo oe .. 8,409 
1876 ce , Sci 8,832 


These figures show a steady increase in the jail population 
during these three years. This increase is, in some measure, due to 
the opening of new courts, and partly, probably, to the increased 
immigrant population of the Province. The proportion of convicted, 
under-trial, and civil prisoners confined in the Assam jails during the 
three years is shown below:-- 


It will be noticed that very few civil prisoners are confined in the 


jails of the Province. The decrease in the proportion of under-trial 


1874. 
Convicts ... 1,097°81 
Under-trial 102°24 
Civil 7°57 
Total . 1,207°62 

1875. 
Convicts ... 1,229-40 
Under-trial 97°31 
Civil 8:73 
Total 1,335°44 

. 1876. 
Convicts ... 1,383-26 
Under-trial 93°47 
Civil 11:00 
Total .-. 1,487°73 





— 
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to convicted prisoners shown by this statement is satisfactory, as 
indicating greater expedition in the disposal of criminal cases by the 
several courts. 


115. The following statement shows the number and disposal of 
the convicts in the different jails and lock-ups during the year :-- 

















Male. Female. 
Convicted prisoners remaining in jails and lock-ups on the 
Slet: Deverniber: 1875: .ccvicaessescisvosteceosessthipesseasnategeserses 1,271 40 
Imprisoned during the year ..........ccsescsscscesccescsceecesseceees 4,143 199 
Totalsscccerscves 5,414 239 
Received from other jails and lock-ups ..................eeseeses 178 19 
T OLB asguisouece 5,592 258 
Deduct transferred to other jails ...........sccscescacesceceeeererees 657 35 
“ released during the year ............scssececseceseceeeseeees 3,603 146 
‘i transported beyond BEAS .........ccsececesecsveccceseees eee a cass 
‘5 transferred to lunatic asylum ...........cccsccecceses sees 1 
94 escaped and not re-captured ...........ccccecececeeoeeees © ua 
i OXECULED jesse cinas svweedeastavawiadaesecansavetwnccadens ber aeness 5 1 
. QUE iiciiscetusciauscnsieds Geiisewstieveidocens a eenuediaeeneunes’ 78 3 
Total discharges...... 4,358 205 
Remaining on the last day of the year ............... 00000 iste 1,234 53 





In the early part of the year special measures had to be adopted 
to relieve the overcrowding in the Sylhet jail. There was no necessity 
for similar measures in respect to any of the other jails. 


116. The following table shows the criminality of the population 
in the several jails of the Province, according to religion:— 


a | — ake 











Nawber of Percentage 
Religion Papulution. convicts admitted admitted to jail 

to jail. in 1876. 

CHYISUANG: iesiedsvontse dees acnddrsevars 1,947 2 10 
Mahomedans ........+ssseeesees shee 1,104,601 2.018 18 
Hindu, :veceiavestoievancedoonswibeveesan 2,679,507 2,184 08 
All other castes .........scsccscessccees 52,876 592 111 
Total......... 3,838,931 4,796 12 


The remark made in the report of 1875 still holds good,—that 
the class “all other castes” stands first in criminality, while the Hindu 
population supplies the fewest criminals, in comparison with its 
nuinber. 


117. The following table shows the ages of convict prisoners in the 


Axes of convicts admittea,  SeVeral jails of the Province during the year 
1876:— 
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Ages. | Male. Female. Total. 

Prisoners under 16 years of age ..........ccseseee 21 3 24 
= between 16 and 40 years of age ...... 3,909 181 4,090 

a és ‘ ie sas ° cavenee 587 24 611 

= above 60 years of AGe .ac.scscsecesceees 68 3 71 
Total ssccseccvsas 4,585 211 4,796 


The number of juvenile prisoners, it will be seen, is small. 


118. The following table gives the proportion of males of the 
various classes, following the classification shown in the census 
returns, imprisoned in the several jails of the Province during the 
year 1876 :— 
———_————I_—aEEEEEEEEoEoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeEeEeEeEEETEeEeeee 


Male Number of Per 
Occupation. population. | prisoners in jail.} thousand. 


Of independent property.........scecceseeces 18,500 132 7:13 
Agriculturists ...... sdnceuenebnouewhantaeloecaes 897,716 3,114 3°46 
Non-agriculturists.........00.sscccccsessssccees 191,029 895 4°68 
Domestic servants........ccees Siabaseveaweeseoe 20,841 213 10:22 
Government Servants .......ccccsecscecsecees 8,203 187 22°79 
No occupation .......ss00 seu sesasecekees deass 852,052 44 "05 

TOLL sisescicness 1,988,341 4,585 2°30 





The number of Government servants imprisoned during the year 
is startlingly “eee no explanation on this point has as yet been 
furnished by the Offg. Inspector-General of Jails. 


119. The following comparative statement shows the nature and 
length of the sentences passed during the years 1874, 1875, and 
1876, respectively :— 




















Length of sentences. 1874, 1876. 1876, 

Not exceeding one Month .............seeceesccccccescccceces 1,074 | 1,997 | 1,131 
Above one month and not exceeding six months ...... 1,488 | 1,887 | 2,400 
» 81x months ‘ ‘g ODE Year ..ceceece 231 704 496 

»» one year ‘i - three years ...... 160 499 533 

3, three years ‘ 3. IVE. ae. ~ensangs 35 141 116 

» five ,, * .: TOD: 55) eats 24 72 81 
Exceeding tem years..........cccssscssssses scccscavccecccscceee | cecees 9 2 
Transportation for a term.......... wsnwebesebswaveuéetsendecbade 2 18 17 
s EOF N66 i 2.csisvecessasctinceses dacewanaddaunienacs 17 11 13 
Executed eeeeaeaee eesseceosveseee SCoaveccenesse SO8CC8 Seeeotocceneoneseseoe 2 4 7 





Total... 3,088 | 4,442 | 4,796 





at hay oe Sa 
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The sentences “above one month and not exceeding six months” have 
largely increased, and those “above six months and not exceeding one 
year” have decreased, as compared with the year 1875. 


120. Of the convicts reccived into the jails of the Province during 
the year, 219 had been once, 76 twice, and 49 
more than twice, previously convicted and 
imprisoned. The percentage of the convicts who had been previously 
convicted to the entire number imprisoned during the year was 7-17 
per cent. 


Re-convictions, 


121. The following table shows the nature of the sentences of 
imprisonment passed :— 
1874, 1875. 1876. 
MOF; Mo OF MOF. 


Simple imprisonment... 64 12 89 7 171 32 
Rigorous imprisonment... 2,825 132 4,168 178 4,414 179 


122. There were fourteen escapes from the jails and lock-ups ia 
the Province during the year; of the persons 
who escaped, six remained uncaptured at the 
close of the year. Lleven escapes were made from inside the jail walls, 
and three from outside the walls. Considering the large number of pri- 
soners employed on extramural labour, the small number of escapes is a 
satisfactory indication of their being carefully guarded while so engaged. 
Three convicts who escaped during previous years were captured during 
the year under report. 


Escapes and re-captures, 


123. The following statement shows that the number of offences 
committed by tbe prisoners during the year 


Offences committed by the 45 ag follows:— 


convicts. 
Criminal offences ie we = sau 4 
Breaches of jail discipline sae sine ns 609 
Total oh, 613 


The punishments inflicted for these offences are shown in the 
following table:— 
Male. Female Total. 


By Criminal Courts ... ate ae 3 1 4 
By Jail Officers— 
Solitary confinement dia sje WG e cube 16 
Reduced diet... . ro .. 65 3 68 
Solitary confinement with reduced diet... 4 1 5 
Corporal punishment dies eed, OO! ese 180 


Total a 268 5 273 
The punishments were comparatively high in the Sylhet and 
Nowgong jails. In both jails, the punishments were inflicted principally 
on account of the possession of forbidden articles. A system of fines 


a ies eee aioe gimme semen: cae genic 
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upon the warders in the latter jail proved efficacious in checking the 
supply of these forbidden articles. ‘The structural defects of most of the 
Assam jails, however, render it comparatively easy for the prisoners to 
obtain these articles. These defects the Chief Commissioner hopes to 
remedy in course of time. 


124. Out of the 3,546 prisoners admitted into the jails of the Province 

during the year, 3,372 were wholly ignorant, 

ee: 112 could read and write a little, and 62 could 

read and write well. The daily average number of prisoners under 

instruction during the year was 41°58, out of a total daily average number 

of prisoners of 1,487:73. The clerical instruction. imparted in jails is 

necessarily rather spasmodic, and the Chief Commissioner is very much 
inclined to doubt its utility. 


125. The average number of prisoners employed as jail officers 
Employment of convicta as uring the year in the different jails was 29°63, 
prison officers. or 2°15 per cent. on the average daily number 
of prisoners. These men were employed as convict warders and work 
overseers. Out of the total number of men so employed, 27 were 
punished during the year. 
The convict subordinates have generally worked well in the 
different jails. 


No alteration was made during the year under report either 
in the scale of diet or the clothing of the prisoners. 


126. The intramural labour of the convicts in the Assam jails 
consists of weaving, baking, brick, and tile- 
making, oil-pressing, and husking paddy. In 
some of the jails, rough carpentry and blacksmith’s work have been 
introduced. At Sibsigar and Lakhimpur, the manufacture of cart- 
wheels was attempted, but the result has not been very satisfactory. 


Employment. 


127. It was not found practicable to do much to improve the 
arrangements for the classification of the pri- 
soners; the jail buildings remained very much 
in the state reported in 1875. Until the structural defects alluded 
to in that report are removed, nothing more can be done than to 
separate the class of prisoners convicted of petty offences from the rest 


of the convicts. 


Classification. 


128. Only three persons earned remission of sentence on account of 
marks gained during the year. The attention of 
the Otticiating Inspector-General of Jails has 
been drawn to this fact, and the Chief Commissioner hopes that the mark 
system will be more thoroughly worked in future. Properly worked, 
it would prove a powerful agency in the maintenance of discipline. 


Mark system. 
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129. The following table exhibits the jail expenditure and receipts 
of the last three years in a compendious form:--— 





























Expenditure. 
Heads. 
1874, | 1876. | 1876. 
Rs Rs, Rs 
Rations .....secceces eer Te eee Torey Tre Teer rT ee 43,846 47,017 50,353 
ESte DH ah MONG vic ckes cae bis e's 66 ono ca6 a Gas wo WENO R ee eR Awe es 25,447 26,962 25,929 
POMC: CURTIS 50s 5 ha baw 60d bak case CAG keene eee eee reales 22,517 25,042 25 ,506 
Hiapital charges -osscs000sdecccsvenassenedeeeensscsexeacese 1,866 2,018 2,260 
Clothes cl so ntae x co laceuiosng se enta  uabadaanoasien 8,566 5,052 2.528 
CONCIN PON CIOS sic oso 566 cas Sars 044 Gs Oks eo ek aed wen ee eRee es 5,488 6,816 — 5815 
Expenditure on jail buildings by Jail Department............ 1,929 5,194 3,131 
Expenditure on jail buildings by Public Works Department... 16,735 19,682 34,879 
Cost of Jail Department Office attached to Chief Commis- 980 980 98e 
sioner’s office. § 
otal aeisiiecedectareerosss 1,922,874 1,387,762 151,381 
Cash expended on manufactures .........ccccssccccccccsoecs 29,898 22,254 26,602 
Grogs expenditure ...cccccccccccscsccccsccescsesnsssvesssece 152,272 1,60,016 1,77 983 
Cash receipts from manufactures .......cccccececsecccccnes 30,022 31,707 33,689 
Net cost to the State ...ccccccccccccccccceccecevcvccucececs 1,22,250 1,28,309 1,44,294 
Gross cost per head on average strength .....0..seccseceeces 126 119 119 
Net ditto GILtO cst eecccnes pe wawee tees 101 96 96 
The total cost of maintenance of the prisoners under every head of 
charge during the two last years is shown in the annexed table:— 
| 1875, 1876. 
Heads of expenditure. ————_—_—_—_——__ |_—_—_—_—_————_ 
Prisoners, ; 1,385°44. | Prisoners, 1,487°73. 
Rs. Rs. 
Rations Seocvoseeeeeesesesesesesene SOCOCCOe aereotere @avsoosee 47,017 50,353 | 
Establishment  ....cccc.ccccsevescccessseresvscees sheesteu a 26,962 25,929 
Police guards  ........ccececeees aera ema ee: Aacceetes 25,042 25,506 
Hos ita charges SGenveseese ever anees ceovssen C Coeereetee senees 2,018 2,260 
Clot ng wees CeoeeeereeSeseoseesenveses ecesesceeeaosaeeeesene eee 5,052 2,528 ‘ 
Contingencies —s.eeseeveoeees pee sstekebsiacsvereetpeuserans 5,815 5,815 
Public Works charges— 
Additions, alterations, and repairs to Jails ...... 24,876 38,010 
Supervision.. evosece COOHEEOSSE GCOHKOEOHR Sl THHEH+-8HS OCOFOH EEE BOG 980 980 
Total cost Sess eseesceseoscee Feseveeoneue 1 37,762 1,51,381 
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The cost of maintenance exhibited in the foregoing table, divided 
among the per who were dailv in prison, gives the average cost per 
head of each prisoner in the subjoined table:— 





1875. 1876. 


Heads of expenditure, ————V0uO~“~- 
Prisoners, 1,335°44, | Priguners, 1,487°73. 








Rs. A. P. Rs. A.P. 
NANOS. .suciezenunadescedocusenasnpiseesesauessensausn, arvenees 35 6 10 34 1 «6 
Estallishiment: -isvcvesccstareveccusdudermecwlesleduajeendsecas 20 3 1 17 610 
Ganda? cccseweseuiecss couse sisaen'.d deen se'eieieceaeteawenes 18 12 1 17 2 3 
Hospital charges .......cccscsscsoeccsscsscacscascosceceece 1 8 2 1 8 38 
OClOUNIN  sgeguscedica maccestewe seeded cavnl ood adestnieieececaes 312 6 111 2 
COmUNPONClGS : -cesaceacacccssveccudcasadss. Socdeos. ectcesens 4 5 8 314 6 
Public Works charges— 
Additions, alterations, and repairs to jails... 18 0 0 25 8 9 
SUBEFVIGION sccossinsseascastuieddsceaseesdes eiankseieen 011 8 010 6 
Total cost per prisoner under all heads ...... 103 2 6 101 12 0 





_ These figures are fairly satisfactory; the orders recently issued 
directed the purchase and storing of paddy, will, it is hoped, further 
reduce the cost cf maintenance. 


130. The following figures show the results of the labour of 
iia crea: the prisoners employed on manufactures in the 
different jails of the Province during the last 


three years:— 


1874, 1875. 1876, 
Average number of prisoners em- 
ployed on manufactures is 548 528 506 
Re Re Re 
Cash drawn froin treasury .. 29,801 21,766 25,943 











»» received sia . 29,591 31,052 32,867 
Value of articles supplied for 
prison consumption... we §=9,296 4,638 9,962 


Total .-. 34,887 35,690 42,829 


IES aeons 














_ Loss. 
Ons profits scstcccccncsrsveseusevasesonate 210 9,286 6,924 
Average profit per head of Rs.A.P. Rs. A.P. Rs. A.P. 
manufacturing prisoners........... . 943 2657 =335 8 
Re Re Re 


Outstanding debts at close of year 2,174 2,740 1,467 


These figures show that some advance towards self-support has 
been made during the year under review, as compared with former years. 
This is satisfactory, in so far as the result has been obtained without any 


disturbance of the due proportion of penal labour. 
H 
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131. The following table shows the sickness and mortality in the 


val alti: jails of the Province during the vears 1875 and 




















1876 :— 
Daily average number | Percentage of average 
of sick. sic Deaths. 
Jails. 

1875. 1876, | 1875. 1876, | 1875 | 1876. 

GOA PAIR: -se8 doseseea caesar 4°35 5°00 430 5-41 9 16 
CAC we scaie ndee vas eee eas 4g 4°56 8°02 2°51 8 ll 
LUZ OUR p06 a0 eae eae oe wkd 8°62 14°34 5:59 9°16 9 14 
NUWRUNE cescs csenedeeevess 63 2-04 116 251 1 1 
BLOB ARs 5 dcew aweinnr ee cieeee 3°40 4°33 295 451 11 5 
Dribripearh. cocccccccsenceccs 4°83 4°68 710 7°52 5 4 
BVINGC conveaeien whee wow eeae 14°.2 15°62 3°34 811 18 18 
SI CHNE < sisiecaeeiseive-weieeie ww ese &°32 5-02 8-94 3°95 1 8 
Blilllong ccc veccaceusncwesns 1:42 Mii 3°55 8:44 4 1 
Total 49 98 56°76 4°20 425 66 78 





The general health of the population of the Province during 
1876 is said to have been below the average of previous years. Fevers 
of a severe and fatal type prevailed in several of the districts. The jail 
statistics have been affected by the same conditions. The average 
death-rate during the year was 5°85 per cent., against 4°92 per cent. 
in 1875. The sickness was heaviest in the Silchar and Dibrugarh jails. 


132. The jail buildings remained during the vear very much in 
the same state as they were during the previous 
year. A scheme, however, for enlarging and 
improving the Sylhet jail, the principal jail in the Province, was 
matured, and the immediate commencement of the work was sanctioned. 

A sum of Rs. 38,010 was expended during the year on 
original works and repairs on account of the different jails, against 
Kis. 24,876 expended in the previous year. 


Buildings. 


133. There was no special officer in charge of the Jail Department 
during the year 1876, but all the jails in the 
Assam Valley were visited by the Secretary to 
the Chief Commissioner. They were found, generally, in a creditable 
state as regards internal economy and management. 


Supervision. 


SECTION 6.—CIVIL JUSTICE. 


134. 19,779 original suits were instituted during the year, as 
compared with 20,811 such suits instituted in 

erga 1875. In the Assam Valley Districts there 

was a decrease of 366 cases, while in Cachar there was an increase of 
287 cases. The chief decrease in the number of cases instituted occurred, 
therefore, in Sylhet. The Judge is of opinion that this decrease is partly due 
to the re-distribution of jurisdiction between the courts of the several 
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munsiffs ; but he attributes it mainly to the short harvest, necessitating 
the importation of rice into Sylhet:—“ Large sums of money were 
therefore exported from the district, and the people were, in consequence, 
more chary of spending money on law suits.”’ 


If the two reasons given by the Judge are the true ones for 
this gratifving decrease in litigation, the short harvest must, in the Chief 
Commissioner’s opinion, claim the principal influence. The re- 
distribution of jurisdiction between the several munsiffs was made after 
very careful consideration, and Colonel Keatinge is not disposed to 
accept the Judge’s statement,—that such re-distribution rendered the civil 
courts less accessible to the people than formerly. This re-distribution 
was, moreover, made with the full concurrence of the Judge. ‘The mere 
fact of the sites of the courts being changed, independently of the merits 
of those sites, may very possibly have had some effect on the number of 
the cases instituted. 


135. The number of suits disposed of during the year was 20,193, 
against 21,311 in the previous year. The 
decrease was principally in Sylhet. 

There were 2,289 suits pending at the close of the year, against 


2,490 pending at the close of the previous year. This decrease in the 
number of pending suits is satisfactory. 


Disposals. 


136. The total number of suits disposed of, concerning which 

details are given, was 19,839. In only 312 of 

innmaber and value of suits these did the value in dispute exceed Rs. 500. 

The total value of all the cases decided was 

Rs. 22,70,269, compared with Rs. 22,95,168 in the previous year. The 

Julge of Svihet states that in 1876 pauper suits valued at Rs. 1,30,000 
were instituted. 


137. There has been a steady decrease during the last five years 
in the number of rent suits instituted in the 


Classification of suits. ° . ° 
aaa Province, as will be seen from the following 











Statement :-— 

1872, 1873, 1874, | 1875. 1876, 
Assain: Proper: cissicsvenwssewaduxuscees 912 | 475 | 449 344 350 
Godlpdra ....cc.csceeeesseessernssseseees 77 183 89 39 
DV IGU .causeabaivesuatauniasieadeeseneves 978 | 1,016 987 934 892 
CRCDAR -cccchacietvaricisinacnianesnecivess 81 57 33 34 45 





1,287 





2,048 | 1,731 188 1,351 





In 1872 there were 2,048 such suits instituted, while in 1876 
the number of such cases fell to 1,287. This decrease the Chief Com- 
missioner looks on as satisfactory; it indicates harmonious relations 
between landlords and the ryots, light pressure of rents, and a prosperous 
tenantry. Cases of the small cause court class have increased slightiy, 
but, on the whole, civil business has decreased. 
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133. The following statement shows the number of suits of each 
class instituted in the Province during each of the past two years :— 





Description of suits. | 18765. 1876. 
Suits for money, &c.— ; 
Cognizable by synall cause Courts ........cccecesessesees 15,519 15,345 
Rent suits .......66 bese. iatbecoudes sleatinvesn Ux masmedeeainedaan 1,351 1,287 
MGUCR: agi | aegadiedbbeeatetansideliuisgatlvatvainnesadepescaceeiss 3,940 3,147 





a 





20,810 | 19,779 


The detailed figures under the several heads call for no particular 
remarks, but it may be noticed that there has been an increase 
in the number of suits for small sums of money on written obligation, 
while suits for immoveable property show a considerable decrease. 
There were 22 suits for dissolution of marriage instituted during the 
year, against 6 such suits instituted in the previous year. 


139. The following statement shows the manner in which 


suits were disposed of during the past three 
Suits how disposed of. : 











years — 
Withdrawn, com- | 
Year. promised, Decidod ez parte. Contested. Total. 
confessed, &c. 
1874 igs bee 7,485 5,371 6,404 19,260 
1875 wan see 7,816 5,645 7,850 — 21,311 
1876 - 5s 7,756 5,786 6,651 20,193 


The proportion of contested cases during the year under review 
was 32°4 per cent., against 36°8 per cent. in the preceding year. 


140. During 1876, 168 applications to set aside ex parte judgments 
were disposed of, 86 were granted, and 82 
juderents ns tosetasideez parte rejected. The corresponding figures for 1875 
are 75 granted, against 87 rejected. The in- 

crease is entirely in the munsiffs’ courts. 


141. The following figures show the result of execution of decree 
cases for the past two years :— 








Year. Completely. Partially. | Amonnt realized. 
Rs. As. P. 
1875... "Si sts 2,963 7.351 3,01,995 4 10 


1876... ns sad 2,981 8,149: 255,459 15 7 
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The total number of decrees satisfied without execution was 
977 in 1876, against 549 in 1875. The amount thus realized was 
Rs. 26,416 in 1876, as compared with Rs. 26,110 in 1875. 


142. The following statement shows the number of cases in which 
coercive processes against the person or property, respectively, issued in 
execution of decrees in all courts in Assam other than revenue courts 
during the past two years:— 


Nature of process. 





Year. igceinon Moveable property. | Immoveable property. ier nace 
LEK OC —_— = SS Bection 243, 
person. | attached. | Bold. | Attached. | Bold. C.P.C 
1875 a... ee 115 1,003 380 1,896 705 2 
1876... | 176 | 1,076 415 | 2.395 861 1 








This statement calls for no remarks. 


143. The number of original miscellaneous cases instituted, 
disposed of, and pending during the past two years was as follows:— 


Year, Instituted. Disposed of. Pending. 
16 1 Discs vensceewcescces Geeteenses 2,586 2,621 348 
DB 1G cecaicasieccneseeweneeseies 2,024 2,008 293 


The work under this head has thus decreased during 1876. The 
reduction in the pending files is satisfactory. 


144. The following table shows the average duration of cases in 
the courts of the Province during the year under review :— 








District Judges. | Sab-Judges. | Munsiffs. 


Months. Days. Months. Days. 


Months. | Days. 

















Contested... gos 6 
Uncontested gaa. | > Jaezen 


no 
oe 
= bO 














The results shown in the above table are not unsatisfactory. 


145. The number of appeals instituted, disposed of and pend- 
ing during the past three years was as 


DER follows :— 
Year. Instituted. Disposed of. Pending. 
1874...... sab ambamonsuawae’ 1,347 1,394 206 
Tio rece coreg 1,743 1,461 527 


VO TG. .ceecskee se akon 1,538 1,643 433 
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The decrease in the number of institutions occurred in Sylhet 
and Cachar. The increase in the number of appeals disposed of was 
chiefly in Sylhet, but partly also in the Assam Valley Districts, but in 
these districts there has been a large increase in the number of pending 
appeals. 

The ratio of appeals preferred to original suits tried on the 
merits for 1876 was 23°12 per cent., against 22°46 per cent. for 1879. 


The following table exhibits the manner in which appeals 
decided on a hearing were disposed of :— 








Number. | Percentage. 





1875. | 1876. | 1875. | 1876. 

72 1°4 

MOGI NOE ais tons kes cect wivensameaneen ceeawenonies. wes 74 126 5:27 79 
REVOCFECG!, wideesl sans exeitua void anawtecreassassaka ane 340 276 23:8 17 3 
RCW Gi ded isctessccccay bears eneanne-metoseresseonscas a 54 55 3°8 3-4 


In respect to the reversal of decisions, these figures show 
considerable improvement, and some improvement in respect to remanded 
cases. 


In Sylhet 12:6 per cent. only of the decisions of the lower 
courts were reversed, against 23°23 per cent. in the valley districts. 


107 miscellaneous appeals were instituted in 1876, against 
101 in 1875 and 94 in 1874. 


146. The number of local inquiries held in 
pone ee Assam in 1876 was 181, against 219 in 1875. 


The following statement, taken from the High Court’s report, 

Cost of establishments com. Would seem to show that the cost of the civil 

parcd with receipts on accountof court establishments in Assam, with the exception 

oe of the Sylhet district, is far in excess of the 
receipts on account of court-fecs:— 




















ee ° Cost of establishment, Recei t 

District original suite, |  ineluding Judges’ | ne CP Soar fees. 
| Rs. As. P. | Rs. As. P. 
Assain Valley  ....ccccssssessencers 7,636 4,11,087 5 2 1,05,.836 3 7 
By lhet .......ccccecsesececsccoerereeee 9,756 86,956 5 10 1,12,730 13. 3 
Cachet ciccsscccivcressccsowseeissegeens 2,037 48,228 0 0 13,395 10 4 
Total .. . 19,429 5,46,271 11 0 2,31,962 11 2 





But, on further inquiry, it appears that this very surprising 
discrepancy is due altogether to the erroneous principle on which the 
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statement has been prepared. In the column showing “cost of estab- 
lishment’’ has been included, in the case of the Assam Valley and Cachar, 
the whole of the pay of all judicial officers having civil powers and of 
_all their establishments, whereas in these districts a considerable number 
of these officers and their establishments are engaged principally, and 
some, indeed, exclusively, on magisterial and revenue work, and have 
little or nothing to do with civil business. Very few are employed 
exclusively on civil judicial work. In Sylhet, on the contrary, the civil 
judicial establishment is altogether separate, and only its actual cost 
is shown. 

The return, therefore, as it stands, is worthless. It would be 
necessary, in order to obtain a result of any value, to compile an 
approximate statement, showing the proportionate number of days devoted 
by the various officers and their establishments to civil judicial work, and 
the corresponding proportion of their salaries which should be debited 
to this head. 


SECTION 7.—REGISTRATION. 


147. The following table shows the work done by, and the financial 
position of, the Registration Department in this Province during the year 
under review, as compared with the year 1875-76:— 


2 i ee ee 
1 Percentage of 
see ee Receipts. Expenditure. column 4 on 


District. column 38. 


a | 
15-6, | ere 1875-76. | 1876-77. 1875-76. | 1876-77. oe 1876-77 








Rs. As. P.| Rs, As. P.| Rs. As. Pj Ra. As. 












































P 
Cachar ..ccccsscece 1,668 1,907 | 1,624 8 8) 1,968 9 9] 1,748 911] 1,788 6& 4! 107-4 90°7 
0) ts : 4,915 4,713 | 9,644 3 6) 9,412 0 6! 6,746 4 &] 594211 6) 64°5 63°1 
Goalpdra .......c0. 471 738 718 8 OF 888 O O| 1.224 8 Of 1,160 2 1} 170°4 130°6 
Kamnip .......... 438 657 753 6 O| 9.815 O} 1,128 9 OF} 1,026 14 8] 149°4 110°5 
Darrang .......... 115 65 260 0 6| 292 3 Of 494 6 6| 88711 8 190] 132°6 
Nowgong.......... 276 291 671 4 O}| 631 & 6 5628 9 Of 6802 8 O| 787 89:7 
Bibsagar .......... 3935 652 583 6 0} 865 4 0; 8161011 765 4 1] 1400 RX-4 
Lakhimpur........ 78 81 185 6 0} 216 0 O| 155 9 O} 11318 6] 83-9 52°7 
Total..... eee 8,356 9,004 (14,440 5 3/15,202 S 912,836 14 0/11,684 6 7) 85°38 768 
Office of Officer in| .... stias J witeeaewe || Seatwaes ‘ 916 510 796 4 3} .... wah 
charge of Depart- 
ment, 





Grand Total.... 8,356 9,004 14,440 5 3! 15,202 5 °| 18,753 8 | 12,480 10 19 95°1 82°9 
It will be seen from the above statement that in 1876-77, 9,004 
documents were presented for registration, as compared with 8,356 
documents presented in 1875-76, and that, while the receipts during 
the year under review exceeded the receipts during the preceding 
year by Rs. 762-0-6, the expenditure was less than in 1875-76 by 
Rs. 1,272-9-0. 
The increase in the total number of documents presented for 
registration, though not large, is encouraging, while, from a financial 
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point of view, the results indicated by the statements are sufficiently 
satisfactory. 


In 1875-76, five out of the eight registration districts were 
deficit districts, while in 1876-77 the number of deficit districts was 
reduced to three, and in these three districts the percentage of expendi- 
ture on receipts, which in the previous year was 170°4, 149-4, and 190-1, 
respectively, was reduced during the year under report to 130 6, 110°5, 
and 132°6, respectively, and the entire expenditure of the department 
was reduced from a percentage on the receipts of 95:1 to a percentage 


of 82 9. 


e 


148. The following synopsis of Registration Form II. shows a very 
marked increase (more than 18 per cent.) in the number of optional 
registrations effected during the year, as compared with the previous 
year, a fact which goes far to prove that the department is growing in 
pee The Chief Commissioner does not, however, think that the 

rovince is as yet sufficiently advanced to demand, for the present at 
least, an extension of the raral sub-registry offices :— 











Optional registration. 
Compulsory Willsand 
Year. registra- authorities; Total. 
tion. Affecting | Affecting | to adopt. 
{mmoveable} moveable 
property. | property. 
DO G= 1.0 sdcscwonewed ouateveasavascact wanes | 4,795 2,163 1,317 81 8.355 
182627) sevcescasanseseooedasessiasdeeesaaks | 4,981] 2411 | 1,529 63 | 9,004 





Increase .......0006 eseseees | 186 a 912 2 648 


149. The aggregate value of property transferred by documents 
brought to the several offices for registration was less during the year 
under review than the preceding year, as will appear from the following 
statement :— 





Total aggregate value. 
District. : eae ee eee or 


1875-76. _ 1876-77. 





Cachiaticcsicsticdseennpenvecntnesteasseceauteeass 2,655,448 3,47.885 | + 82,437 
Sylhet wiscsacemecussecens sneysinsescisieveanesaundes 15,89,177 14,09,773 | — 1,79,404 
Godl para.....cccccceseeres saved}. sesesoeueenssasues 106,141 1,07,809 | + 1,668 
KAMPUD: 1 caseasssdanicuseacsearsneedesesadeuniedue 1,88,631 2,61.046 | 4+ 72,415 
Darran sesvessatvaslevcssencicectsissevissateadoes 1,01,826 47,237 | — 54,589 
NOW GONE. siscs cise saneicsauicsnewssasesesise 4,05,922 2,46,819 | — 1,59,103 
SIDSARAT arcs sue vedsieesnvonsoncereeniaswacedemesde 243,684 3,59,029 | + 1,15,345 
Lakhimpur......ccosccccscasseseescsencovcsseces 90,653 69,949 | — 20,704 








WP t al Gecareeechetveasasdss 29,91,482 | 28,49,547 | — 1,41,734 
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150. The miscellaneous work of the department during the year 
1876-77, as compared with the previous year, is shown in the following 
statement -— 





{ 














Powers of 3 $s b 4 — = DD 
attomey = eg = y 4 _ r 
. authenticated.| < - S > j a 2 
= | = = - > ~ ae co 
3 ——/ac 2x 2S ee | Ha 
Year = | = ~/S ~/ €& /é& ES 2 
= Se ™ | Sac Bie = “hee: 
2 of 3 eo ele 8] 2&8 2 LS os 8 
. 4 |S3s S92) =2 13.180 /\ 23] 2 
= a 5 : bo 3 & & S 5 = = 2 2 > 
| - o ie” Stes ee a A, OE|>” | & 
, 
Rs 
i 
DPERFED. Jexesddnde scuaniieuce | 3 | 166 | 284 32 51 | 374 6 | 215; 63 | 6,093 
REGO. , caueaxens dakddasstes | ace, | Loo) 218 AT 76 | 402 4 |}212) 68 |6,513 
i 


It will be seen from this statement that the receipts on account 
of miscellaneous work amounted during the year to Rs. 6,513, against 
Rs. 6,093 in 1875-76. 


151. No change was made during the year in the number of 
registration offices, nineteen, sub-divided thus :-— 


Offices at head-quarter station .......sccesesscccssececcvccceees 8 
Offices at Bub-divisions..............ccccccccccccscccees soececsesecs 8 
Hural-GHces -vessccesaocss cewek ceidscesucesdveatous veces seseseeweens 3 


152. Four prosecutions were instituted under the Registration Act 
during the year. In each case a conviction was obtained. 


153. The department was instrumental in bringing to light during 
the year a large number of insufficiently-stamped documents. In the 
Sylhet district alone, seventy-one documents were impounded. 


154. The Officer in Charge of the Registration Department reports 
that the dnty of inspecting sub-registry offices was more efficiently per- 
formed by the several registrars during the year under report than in the 
previous year. Owing to his being absent on leave towards the end 
of the official year, Dr. Martin was unable to himself inspect more than 
nine offices. 


SECTION 8.—MUNICIPALITIES. 


155. The number of municipal institutions existing in the 
Province during the year under report was the same as during the 
preceding year, viz., the municipality of Gauhati, the townships of Sylhet 
and Goalpara, and the chowkidari union of Silchar. The station of 
Dibrugarh was declared a township under Act VI. of 1868 (B.C.) just 
after the close of the official year. 


I 
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156. The income and expenditure of the municipalities has been 
as follows: The aggregate receipts for the year 1876-77 amounted to 
Rs. 56,609-15-10, against Rs. 39,762-13-4 in the previous year, showing 
an increase of Its. 16,847-2-6. This increase is almost entirely due to 
the fact that the proceeds from ferries in Sylhet, amounting to Hs. 
10,556-2-9, were credited in the accounts of the Town Fund during the 
year, whereas they had been excluded from the accounts for 1875-76. 
The reason was stated in para. 348, Part II.B. of last year’s report. 
The total expenditure of the municipalities during the year was Rs. 
58,739-12-2, as compared with Rs. 40,378-13-8, the total expenditure 
in 1875-76. 


157. The total receipts of the Gauhati municipality during the 
year amounted to Ks. 27,0%2-13-9, as compared with Rs. 25,972 during 
the previous year. The expenditure during the year amounted to 
Rs. 26,968-7-10, against Rs, 27,006 in 1875-76. 


158. The receipts of the Sylhet township during the year were 
Rs. 17,688-4-0, as compared with Rs. 6,179-6-9 in the preceding year. 
The cause of the increased receipts has been. already stated. The total 
expenditure during the year amounted to Rs. 21,194-6-7, as compared 
with Rs. 8,969-14-6 in 1875-76. There was a large balance at the 
credit of the town at the commenceinent of the year, from which the 
excess expenditure above the year’s income was met. 


159. The receipts of the Goadlpara township during the year 
amounted to Rs. 3,982-14-1, against Rs. 1,818-9-9 for the period between 
the 1st October, 1875, and the 31st March, 1876. The total expenditure 
during the year amounted to Rs. 3,509-13-9. The expenditure in 
1875-76 amounted to Rs. 1,237-11-2. 


160. In the chaukidari union of Silchar, the receipts during the 

year amounted to Rs. 7,846, as compared with Rs. 5,792-12-10 in the 

revious year. The expenditure amounted to Rs. 7,067, against 
. 3,165-14 in 1875-76. 


161. In addition to the receipts during the year, the several 
municipalities had the following balances to their credit at the 
commencement of thefyear, viz. :— 


Re. As. P. 
GOAL sosireundeean seeevide i scse sue sunvseues. coeeer ence 263 14 3 
SY. NO bsarasciaeuueccevdnsventeabageerescseesenensnapiones 8,612 11 11 
Gos GACA:..o5iceivesecceviastoesuieaisexacoumspenss esses 580 14 7 
BilCH OE acsesgsteaeteies Gddawnasoarevesmgneiovegen 16,121 0 0 

The closing balances were— 

Rs. As. P. 
GMO suvigeesssanircastueseienwcieaees se coctéveserddasss 388 4 2 
SV INEt hacwcstanpetaase wccasteciaudennasaienessveeess 5,106 9 4 
OAl DADA ec iueiassiesienatdanewetestsawcseweapieeeweueees 1053 14 11 
DILCIAL savscssciecsrrenvausapeseeesaonesiceseresasieates 16,900 O 90 


MUNICIPALITIES. 59 


_ _ 162. In lieu of the revenue derived from the land within the town 
limits, the following sums were assigned from Provincial Funds to tke 
other towns of Assam Proper for the purposes of local improvement, it 
having been decided by the Government of India that the revenue 


derived from the town mouzahs should be credited under the head of 
“Land Revenue” :— 





Rs, 

EA Sisco Seweicdosdeaveieescatecmepoeaae wench dete acoso 5,000 
BSATPOUS -sisdsazasanariwsainsviencddaaraaencepocedonanwseceeeee ues 500 
TR OZ DUP a ocewivsesudss ter wnntasreneahieancaieseaed odwoaeesaeeeet 2,000 
MONG AIGAL ccccereccaeesisieuiaconedatessnuscoseepeenienseanecaes 500 
NOW 8 OME castescss acy cccecnscnsee evan seetennceynavaacapeeeseewee 2,000 
DIDSACAT” - ich eeawsedeecscidaswnanshueven weeaswedseuateseewees 4,000 
OMIA? - daccctoarie: cadamacumaiacauorcnnererekwscuatanene teseven un 1,000 
OVA WAU ascaincci mccrcasectoieyasacetaseane so baunevenancasuetions 800 
DOSDRUGATIL : .cciedesenc wet Sayan ysleavessestncsene noees tnensweaneoenes 5,000 
North: Laklimpurt avis cacssessscaw oesissnonsasaeeseseeakeeees 250 
PELOUE. \eocscuscncesecasneueascsencdee seceatanevaaunteceedvisebnes 250 

DOA) eavincaveessevewanees 21,300 





163. No work of any magnitude was carried out during the year 
by any of the municipalities,—indeed, their annual resources are plainly 
insufficient for any but the mostelementary functions of local improvement 
and sanitation. On the whole, however, the funds of these institutions 
appear to have been applied with rather more discrimination during the 
year under report than during the previous year. The aggregate amount 
speat on conservancy measures in 1876-77 was, indeed, rather less, being 
Is, 6,775-13-1, against Rs. 7,496-5 2 spent in 1875-76; but the districts 
in which the expenditure on this object had before been plainly insufficient 
have shown this year a satisfactory increase in the money devoted to 
sanitation; while Gauhati, in which about one-fourth of the total expen- 
diture had last year been incurred on conservancy, was enabled this year to 
reduce its expenditure under thishead. Theexpenditure upon roads during 
the year shows a large increase, amounting to Ks. 18,509-13-5, as, 
compared with Rs. 9,016-8-7 in the preceding year. 


Considering the smallness of the resources at their command 
the Chief Commissioner thinks that these institutions have been managed 
during the past year with a very fair measure of success. 


The administration of the funds granted from Provincial revenues 
to other stations which have no municipalities is in the hands of the 
District Officers. The Chief Commissioner was glad to observe during 
his tour that these funds apreared in the stations which he visited to have 
been utilized to the best advantage. 
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SECTION 9.—MILITARY. 


164. In February, 1876, the 35th Regiment Native Infantry 
relieved the 3rd Regiment Native Infantry at Cachar. The distri- 
bution of the military force in the Province remained much the same 
as in the preceding year, as shown in the annexed statement:-— 


Stations. | Strength. 


Head-quarters. Outposts. British 








35th Native Infantry ............ Cachar Meeslin . teteeeeses 7 §23 
Monierkhal ...| ...... 50 

Noarbund ...[ ...... 30 

Jirighat 1.0] oo... 23 

Mainadahar...| ...... 23 

42nd Assam Light Infantry ... | Gauhati peas daweuteae 6 600 
Tezpur eas 1 175 

Nowgong ...]  sescce 69 

i Udalguri wg} o..., 58 

43rd _ _— Ditto ditto ee | Shillong 0... cece aees 6 682 
Jowai Sel, Seaeus ‘ 53 

Chargola) wo] 0.2. 46 

Alinagar ...| ..... 46 

44th Ditto ditto «| Dibrugarh ...]  — ...... sae 6 613 
Sadiya an 1 127 

Pubamukh ... | ...... 46 

Golaghét 0...) 0.0... 39 

Sisree® gs]. 24 

Dibong® |, 14 

Wokha road f | ....., 25 

* On escort duty. t During cold season only, 


165. The detachment of the 42nd Assam Light Infantry, which 

Wiis opetiond in the end of 1875 oes into the Naga Hills 

as escort to the Topographical Survey party, 

returned upon the 7th May, 1876. This detachment consisted of 72 

of all ranks, under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Tulloch. It 

attacked and burnt the Naga villages of Rechim and Changse, which 
were concerned in the ambuscade in which Captain Butler was killed. 


Early in 1877, a detachment of the 44th Sylhet Light Infantry, 
under the command of Major Robertson, accompanied the party of the 
Great Trigonometrical Survey under Lieutenant Harman, as a pro- 
tecting escort, to enable observations to be taken from two of the peaks 
the lower ranges of the Abor Hills. No collision with the Abors took 
place. 
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CHAPTER IV. 


PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION. 


SECTION I—WEATHER anp CROPS. 


166. The weather throughout the year under review was, on the 

ge whole, favonrable for agricultural purposes. 

The “Sali” and “Aus” crops of rice were 

moderately good. Other crops, such as jute, mustard, sugar-cane, pulse, 
- gave an abundant outturn. 


In Upper Assam and Nowgong, the “Sali” crop suffered 
somewhat for want of seasonable rain in July and August. In Cachar, 
the rice harvest was more abundant than it had been during the 
previous five years. This favourable result is attributed to the lea 
floods of the preceding year, which, after drying up, left the fields 
covered with rich deposits. The higher prices of the previous year 
continued, however, to prevail in the year under report. 


167. The following statement shows the rainfall registered in 
each district of the Province during the years 1875 and 1876:— 














Stations. | 1875. | 1876, | Average of six years. 
urmd Valley Districts. 
Sylhet ............ BY NOtsasssccensseswaecseedeves e | 183-79 | 150°73 | 157-83 
Cachar { SIICHAY  sacesswiasacdesveds eases 132°53 | 141°62 |} 11894 
Nepeee Hailékdéndi........... secscesee | 104:°78 } 100°47 | 10057 
Brahmaputra Valley Districts. 
Gohl para  ..ccceccccscscscceves 97°57 | 87:89 | 92:47 
Goflpara......... j Dhubri ........c08 secsceessees 91-64 | 94:50] 93-15 
. Gauhatl wcaiiotassceswenscxens 54°88 65:86 60°71 
Kamrip ........ } Bares ssuedbaue coat. 96:06 | 113-22 97°61 
LOZNUL icicsseisavseuseucesacad 84-03 58:15 740 
Darran ere } Mangaldai ...............seee0 66°22 | 6467 | 65°59 
Nowgong Seung NOWZONG ou. .cececceccscessees 69°59 63°90 90°62 
; SIDSAGAP sii. cvececascesineoveses 103-28 83:73 | 101:°87 
Sibsgar ......... DORN AU iseesesiceatecces eeeawexes 84 54 70°27 81°88 
Golaghat  .........ccccccessees 79 24 76°81 80°10 
Dibrugarh sciscsescecvccsasvees 104-29 | 106:97 | 110°28 
Lakhimpur...... North Lakhimpur............ 140-07 | 117-11 | 120°02° Average 
JAI PUY cssicssivescessasewes gebes No record. of 4 years. 
Hill Districts. 
Khis} SHUNONG csccwssseceiensesccceess 100-21 | 98:00} 83:98 
a ea Cherra Poonjee .........0+000+ 321-45 | 468-67 | 397-05 
VOW AL sesiissaccesseeses Sasmsnces 241-66 | 307:°32 | 169°23 . 
Géro Hills ...... TU A sh honssvess Sigh taccuigs 119-70 | 98-33 | 109-53 


Naga Hills...... Samaguting ..........seceeee- 59°07 | 53°76} 53-43 


A SSESSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSTSSSSAS Sof: 
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From this statement, it will be observed that the rainfall was about the 
average; but the rains set in later than usual in Upper Assam and 
Nowgong, and the crops suffered to some extent in consequence. 


In the district of Goalpara a rumour originated of a partial 
scarcity, but, upon investigation, the report was proved to be without 
foundation. 


168. The evclone which visited the districts of Eastern Bengal on 
the 31st October last with such deplorable results was felt slightly in the 
southern portion of Sylhet, which borders on the district of Tipperah. | 


At the point where the Tipperah Hills approach the Megna, some 
damage was done to house property, and thirty head of cattle and four 
human heings were reported to ima died from the effects of the cyclone. 
It was also felt in the Naga Hills, but no damage was done. 


169. The condition of the people is described as generally 
prosperous. 


170. The prices of food-grains and other agricultural produce 
experienced very little fluctuation, and remained generally at the same 
figures as last year. 

The accompanving table gives the average monthly rate in each 
district of rice, which inay be taken as the standard staple :— 








Average quantities of rice per rupee during the year 1876-77. 
——— = < a. 
Districts, | 5 | | § ~ = | 
| | 43 1) 2 Z Pe PS 
- | 2 = A | & E cs s | & 
iS .s v c 2 > < . S =, 
a. 5 a a, es | & | 3 = = | 3 
<j a > -. < 2 oS Ai > fy =~ 
| | | | | 
$60/ 8.6) Sc) sc} Sc) Sc] sac] sc] sc] scl sa) sé 
j | 
SVINnGGkiecenerecnearenaase 15 12) 14 14) 14 14; 20 2' 21 O} 21 O} 21 OO} 21 14) 24 8) 95 6 28 8 Bt S$ 
VWACDE cou asereeseskecdas 14 8| 26 QO} 24 8] 14 8 1712] 20 0} 20 O] 14 8) 22 12) 22 12) 22 12) 22 12 
GSORIDATR iio vnec'ccewsitcas 16 0O| 17 OF 13 O;| 1S «0O} 20 OF 22 OF 20 O}-17 OF 18 16 0| 17 0) 20 0 
BGSUCGD scweweses se ennase 138 0} 12 O| 14 O| 18 OF 16 GO 24 OO} 22 OF 17 O16 O16 OF 16 OF 18 8 
AFTON wecuocccydavucies 18 0|} 183 0113 OF 18 OF 10 8) 10 8) 11 O18 OF 11 O18 Ol Oi se 
NOWRUOLE icc veccotiovestsc 12 0:12 OF 112 O| 12 0.13 O1138 O118 O18 O16 OF 18 O|1d4 o14 8 
PADSOROL.  ciacae cicoavetwes 14 0 14 O| 12 0: 12 OF 18 OF 12 OF 14 OF 14 OF 12 Of 12 OF 12 OF 12 @ 
LAERUMDOY scan eubcice wes's ll OF} 11 OF 10 OF 11 «OF 11 «OF 11 OF IL OF 11 OF 11 DIl WM Oit Y 
Khasi Hills .ccccvswcecace 8 0| 8 O| 8 OF 8 8) 10 8 10 of 10 8) 10 OF 9 O} 10 Sill BM O 
Garo a «Wee Eee hee ceean 16 0| 16 0} 12 O| 13 O14 O 20 0 18 0} 20 0 18 OF 16 OF 16 OF 16 O 
MAR gn ce cccvvccccces 5 0} 8 OF} 8 OF 8 OF 8 Of 8 OF} 8 OF 8 OF 11 O11 OF & OF TO 


SECTION 2.—AGRICULTURE axp HORTICULTURE. 


171. As in the preceding year, experiments in agriculture and 
horticulture have only been made during the year under review at the 
Shillong model farm, but these experiments have been restricted to the 
small area of four acres of irrigated land. This curtailment of opera- 
tions was rendered necessary, as stated in last year’s report, by the 
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financial condition of the farm. On the Ist January, 1877, the 
services of the European Superintendent were dispensed with, and at 
present the permanent establishment consists of a sirdar, on Its. 50 per 
mensem, and a chaukidar on Rs. 12 per mensem. On the above men- 
tioned four acres of irrigated land, wheat, barley, and oats were grown. 
The late wheat sowings, as in former years, did better than the early 
sowings. The grain, however, owing to the elevation at which it was 
sown, did not ripen sufficiently before the commencement of the rains. 
In future the wheat sowings will be made at a lower elevation. 
Oats did not succeed so well as the wheat, owing to the poverty of the 
soil; but it was found to ripen earlier than the former cereal, a fact in 
its favour. A little barley only was sown, but what was sown succeeded 
well. Some high land which could not be irrigated, but which had in 
previous years been richly manured, was planted with English potatoes, 
which succeeded very well, the outturn selling at Rs. 3 per maund. 


172. A kitchen-garden was kept up during the year, the vegetables 
raised in which found a ready sale. 


173. The fruit-trees at the farm have steadily advanced in growth. 
They are chiefly valuable as stock to propagate from by grafting. 


174. The live-stock, consisting of — 


Hansi bulls 

» calves 

» cows 
Bhutia bull 
Khasia cows . 

»  bullocks .. 
Manipuri calf... sei eb sos 
Khasia calves ... sie ‘is re 
English ram ... Sei be sec 
Nepaulese sheep sce soi ww. Ld 

» lambs ss wee. 10 


did very well during the year, and the dairy produce is profitably 
disposed of. 

The cattle are necessary to ensure a proper supply of manure, 
without which any agricultural experiment in the situation chosen is 
hopeless. 


Or = OO C2 m= bO OO DO 


175. The breeding of pigs was discontinued during the year, and 
the English pigs were presented to the Seims of Maharain and Nuang- 
khlow, on the understanding that they were not to be killed, but were 
to be kept for breeding purposes. Itis very doubtful, however, whether 
the stipulation has been honestly adhered to. 


176. The Chief Commissioner entertains some hopes of the experi- 
ments at the model farm attracting the attention of the native chiefs. 
Several of the Seims visited the farm when the grain crops were on the 
ground, and they were promised a supply of mead to carry out agricul- 
tural experiments with. 
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177. The receipts and expenditure during the year were as 
follows :— 


Rs. As. P. 
Receipts os sas as 499 15 6 
Expenditure... ea «» %,895 11 5 


Deficit es 7,395 11 11 


Colonel Keatinge does not expect that the receipts will ever 
cover the expenditure ; but he hopes that now, the cost of supervision 
having been reduced to a minimum, something approaching an 
equilibrium will be attained in a few years. 


SECTION 3.—FORESTS. 


178. The area of the Government reserved forests has been 


Saad increased during the year by 877 square miles. 
Area and boundaries, The forests gazetted were the following:— 
CacuaR DISTRICT. 
I. The Upper Jiri reserve sing as 24 square miles. 
II. , Lower ‘5 sai wae 14. =, m 
Ill, ,, Barak . nas ax 67 


IV. , Sonai ‘ sibs es 18 ,, 


V. ; Katakhal |, im ue 00, 
VI. ,, Dhaleswari ,, ae ie 33—Ci,, ‘5 
VII. ,, Inner Line _,, ss . 509 ,, ‘3 
Total... .... 745 
DaRRANG DISTRICT. 
The Nowduar reserve ...ccccssccccsecvecscscescsccccsscesens 82 square miles. 


KuAst AND JAINTIA HILLS. 
The Suipun © LOTeBtisevscssvscstascenctsasnsesecesccsecvesscs 50 square miles. 


_ The addition of these large reserves has been imperatively 
necessary in order to secure valuable forest tracts against the constant 
danger of injury from jhuming, which, in the Cachar district in | pesmaren 
isa danger of serious magnitude, owing to the specially destructive 
habits of the Kukies. 


179. The work of demarcation of forest boundaries was carried on 
Dadiakiatiswretvoveste: vigorously in the Goalpdra, Gauhati, and Cachar 
divisions. Substantial wooden posts are erected, 


each numbered consecutively, and surrounded by an earthen bank or 
mound. 


The primary importance of this work of demarcation cannot be too 


highly estimated, and it is intended to push on with it as rapidly as — 
possible. 
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180. The Forest Rules which had been sanctioned in 1871 for 
Protection and improvement Bengal generally were revised during the year 
Of forests: with special reference to Assam, and received 
the approval of the Government of India. They have greatly facilitated 
the protection and improvement of the forests. 


According to these rules, all reserved forests are placed directly 
in charge of the Forest Department, whilst the open forests are managed 
by the district authorities. 


181. The subjoined table shows the extent of the forest areas, 
reserved and open, in each district:— 













Aren of forests. 
Districts. ee ee oa 
Reserved. Open 
Square 

Sqr. miles Acres. en ilea: Acres. 
Khasi and Jaintidé Hills .............. 50 B2,000-. |b icseese-ll’ dtaseheye 

Kamrup district ............086 pisses 31,080 | ...... 
Nowgong ie. .-Guedeenewseeenmadeuss | ZAAD [ ccsavs | casieseees 
Darrang Sc dubieeaesereseversenes 1GO 740 esascetl)  sasiseess 
Naga Hilla gcc eenccecscceccecence 290918 ctccesss |. Seegeemess 
Goalpara sr iaaaidiwes ‘ietwaswsawes 266,502 6 3,844 
Cachar yi) : ‘eausmaauenetesesesces 476,800 | ...... | cccsceees 
Sylhet sai eawebuseracedeeaceees|, <dudedeiesose: F coaeeacseare’s 200 | 128,000 
Total icacisvsseuiees 1,978-82 | 1,266,481 206 | 131,844 


182. The provisions contained in Parts IV. and V. of the Forest 
Rules were extended to all districts in Assam, except the Garo Hills, 
Khasi and Jaintia Hills, and Naga Hills districts, and a list of the rivers, 
streams, and waters, which are to be kept open for the transport of forest 
produce, was published under Rule 15. 


183. The forests have been very effectually protected from fire 
during the year. Although this result is partly to be attributed to the 
frequent showers of rain during the past season, it is chiefly due to the 
great efforts made by forest and civil officers, and to the fact that the 
people generally are becoming better acquainted with the rules on this 
subject. No attempts were made during the year by the ryots to 
surreptitiously cultivate any portion of the forest reserves. Ordinary 
trespass is rare, as the ryots can procure what forest produce they require 
outside the reserves free of payment. Owing, however, to the weakness 
of the permanent forest establishment, many trespasses are doubtless 
undiscovered. 


184. Creeper-cutting operations were confined during the year to 
the sl forests in the Gauhati division, where 1,500 acres were thus 
cleared at a total cost of Rs. 308-3-9. 

K 
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185. The extensions in caoutchouc planta- 


Rubber plantation. . : , : 
a tions during the ycar were the following:— 


At the Charduar plantation ............ Gseeeess 110 acres. 
»  Kulsi eis ad oe Oeaeeeeseuetnaae 10 ,, 


Total ........ 120. ,, 


wee 


The growth of the rubber-trees has been satisfactory in both 
places; but deer have again, as in the previous year, caused consider- 
able damage, necessitating the construction of more substantial and 
expensive fencing. A new nursery for raising voung rubber-trees, both 
from cuttings and sced, measuring two acres, was prepared in the 
Charduar plantation, as an unusually high flood had inundated the old 
nurscries during the previous summer, and had destroyed most of the 
seedlings. 

The number of young trees raised in the new nursery during the 
year was as following :— 


F roi seed in 28 ccc verdexieansavovascawanecseakwassauerses 8,048 
From cuttings ...ccc.cceseeeeees se ssanayeeuunnueuneateats 3,052 


As regards the method of planting these trees, it became more 
than ever evident during the year that rubber-trees will thrive better 
if planted on small mounds on piles of wood, or on stumps, than when 
planted on level ground, and trees will in future be planted in accord- 
ance with the teachings of experience. 

As rubber-trees two years old bear _ transplantation very 
much better than younger ones, it is not intended to further extend the 
plantation until an ample supply of trees of that age is available. 

Thirteen plants of the para-caoutchouc tree were received during 
the year; but the climate of Assam appears to be too cold for them, and 
they all perished. 


186. The work in the timber plantations at the Kulsi was confined 
to the filling up of the vacancies, so as to get the area already started 
completely stocked. 

In the Shillong plantation, the following conifers were planted 
successfully, but the growth of some of the species has been very slow 
up to the present:— 


Cedrus deodora. Pinus Austriaca. 
Abies Smithiana. Pinus maritima. 
Pinus excelsa. Cryptomeria Japonica. 


All the trees of the Eucalyptus globulus, with one or two exceptions, 
were killed by frost during the cold weather, but the Lucalyptus rostratus 
seems hardier, and has done much better, although, even for this species, 
the land and locality of the plantation seem less favourable than some of 
the private gardens in Shillong. 
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187. Due attention has been paid to the providing of better shelter 

Batlaings for the officers of the department. The forest 

inspection-house at the Bhoirabi depét, in the 

Tezpur division, was completed, and the building of another inspection 

bungalow at Dhubri, in the Godlpdéra division, was pushed forward 
nearly to completion within the year. 


188. The timber po the reserve forests is al worked out by 
= overnment agency or by purchasers. In 
oes, the Gauhati, Tenoad, and Golaghat forest 
divisions nearly all the timber is worked out by the department, since 
no timber traders come to these forests from Bengal, and the local 
demand is small, and can easily be supplied by the department. In the 
Goalpdra and Cachar divisions, on the contrary, there has been a large 
timber trade existing for many years past, and woodcutters have 
always been in the habit of working out timber on their own account. 
This system it was deemed advisable to continue, since much of the 
time of the divisional officers, and of their subordinate establishments, 
is taken up in general protection, survey, and demarcation work, and the 
working of these forests by the department direct is at present imprac- 
ticable on account of the weakness of the establishments. 


The number of trees felled through the agency of the department 
was as follows :— 


Godlpara division ase a » 166 
Gaubsti _ S oT 
Tezpur ss 335 
Goléghét _, 200 

Total ... 1,412 


The number of trees sold standing in the reserved forests has increased 
from 121 in 1875-76 to 523 in 1876-77. These trees are almost 
exclusively used for building boats or dug-outs. 

In the Goalpaéra division, 21,813 pieces of dead s&l-wood were 
worked out by the Mech duffadars, 17,513 of which were sold. This 
wood is collected and stocked in the Government timber depéts for sale, 
and the revenue due on account of it is realized from the duffadars at 
the time of sale. 

The number of licenses granted in the Cachar division was as 
follows :-— 


(1) Licenses for elephants to drag timber ... Re. 717 


(2) Licensees to cut timber, bamboos, canes 


and grass » 1,511 
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180. The undermentioned forest produce passed and paid toll at 
Sealtek, in Cachar :— 





Logs. Posts and planks, Bamboos. Canes. | Grass. Chateoai. 
| i 
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The quantities of material from private forests which passed the 
toll-station free were as follows :— 
Logs. Posts and planks. Bamboos. Canes. Grass. 
2,685 349 60 1,008 bndls. 1 raft. 
190. For the convenience of purchasers, selection of timber in the 
Forest Department depots in Assam is permitted at an extra charge of 
25 per cent. 


191. Sample sleepers of the undermentioned five kinds of wood 
were sent to the Northern Bengal State Railway for trial, and the 
Engineer-in-Chief has promised to keep the Forest Department informed 
as regards their durability :-— 


Ajhur or Jarool.—Lagerstremia Regine. 
Gunserai.—Cinnamomum glanduliferum. 
Sidah.—Lagerstroemia parviflora. 
Sam.—Artocarpus chaplasha. 

Nahor Nagessur.—Mesua ferrea. 


192. Although the production of bamboo fit for paper stock on 
Cultivation of bamboos for pa neni at a sufficiently low rate seems to 
paper-making. e impossible in Assam, on account of the cost 
of labour, still, there are indigenous bamboo forests very accessible, and 
otherwise well suited for an experiment in the manufacture of paper 
stock,—as, for instance, the forests on the Gauhati and Shillong road 
between Burnihat and Nongpoh. 


193. The topographical and valuation surveys in the Sidli forest 
were carried on vigorously, but were not 
sufficiently advanced by the end of the year to 
enable that forest to be declared a Government reserve. 

Valuation surveys were carried out and completed in the following 
two blocks :— 


Unreserved or open forests. 


Maligaon Block. 

Total area Area valued Percentage of 
in acres, in acres. area valued. 
8,873 376:2 4:23 
Bansbari Block. 

7,727 354°3 4:58 
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The area of the different classes of forests in the two blocks 
surveyed is as follows :— 
Maligaon Block. 


Acres. 

S4l forest... aoe ee 4,580 
Lower-hill forest sae wee 625 
Grass land ... wes ie 3,668 
Total ... 8,873 

Bansbari Biock. 

Sal forest... sie oT 4,344 
Lower-hill forest sae sak 349 
Grass land ... see ss 3,034 


Total ... 7,727 


194. Theinvestigation of the claims of certain holders of permanently- 
settled estates, and of certain holders of ilam lands, to large tracts of 
forest near Chargola, in the Sylhet district, was carried out a settle- 
ment officer and a forest officer conjointly, who met on the spot. It was 
decided that no private rights ad in these forests, and that no 
privileges had been eeed in them to anyone. These forests have 
since the end of the year been gazetted as Government open forests, © 
and will be managed by the Deputy-Commissioner of Sylhet. 


195. A further examination of the forests in the Lakhimpur district, 
with a view to defining the boundaries of those tracts which were to 
be declared Government forests, was carried out, and proposals submitted, 
which are under the consideration of the Chief Commissioner. 


196. A most important measure of forest conservancy with regard 
to the Khasi Hills was inaugurated during the year. A great number 
of small forest tracts, have been selected and set aside to supply the 
- Yequirements of the people of each State, the duty of conserving these 
forests devolving on the seims and the people. 


197. The list of reserved trees in Assam was revised, psec 

eee separate, and much smaller, lists were made out 

eas — for the Lower and Upper Assam and the Sylhet 

and Cachar divisions, respectively. This revised’ list, together with revised 

rules for the felling of trees, the making of charcoal, and the cutting of 

firewood, has received the approval of the Chief Commissioner since 
the close of the year. 


198. Inquiries were instituted during the year as to the feasibility of | 
raising a revenue from indigenous lac, and in regard to the production 
and manufacture of dye-stuffs, and reports were spbmitted on both 
these subjects. 


199. The timber from the unreserved forests under civil officers, 
except in the Garo Hills, is worked out by the purchasers on permits 
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ranted by the Deputy-Commissioners, on pre-payment of the price of 
the produce they wish to remove. In the Garo Hills, the timber and 
other produce are collected in certain timber-markets, where the revenue 
due on account of such produce is paid to the officer deputed by the 
Deputy-Commissioner to collect it. An account of the yield in material 
of the unreserved forests cannot be given at present, but it is hoped that, 
with the changes introduced in the keeping of forest accounts by district 
officers, this information will be available for the report of 1877-78. 
For the year under notice, the amount realized is the only indication of 
the quantity of material removed. MRealizations were as follows :— 








Rs. As. P. 

Cachar district ... as £,936 0 0 
Darrang seas aes 6,123 7 2 
Garo Hills ,,... Sis 9,785 9 3 
Kamrap as, aes sas 7178 8 O 
Khdsi Hills ,,__... es 773 0 0 
Lakhimpur ,,_... “is 2,992 10 0 
Naga Hills ,,_... aoe 42 0 0 
Nowgong ,, «. Ss 3,867 2 0 
Sibségar ,, ws dts 5,647 13 0 
Total ... 42,346 1 5 

piduellsenulta: 200. The following statement exhibits the 


forest receipts of the year under notice, as 
compared with those of the previous year :— 


Receipts, 1875-76. Receipts, 1876-77. Decrease, 1876-77. 
Rs. Rs. Ra. 
1,07,301 81,568 25,733 


This falling off in forest revenue is not an actual decrease. It 
is attributable to a transfer of the revenue derived from “ Elephant- 
catching” and “Soom forests’? from the head “ Forest revenue” to the 
head “Miscellaneous land revenue,”? which transfer was made in 
accordance with the orders of Government, in the Financial Depart- 
ment. 


201. The expenditure during the year under notice, as compared 
with that of the previous year, is shown in detail in the following 
statement:— 




















Budget Heads. 1876-76. 1876-77. Increase, Decrease. 

Rs. As. P, Rs. As. P. Rs. As. P. Rs. As. P. 

A. Conservancy and works ........+: 33,186 7 1 42,004 8 5 18,815 7 5 4,997 6 1 
B. Establishments ......eeesceseeeee 28,697 4 7 47,9015 8 4 19217 14 8 kscwles 


Total ...... 61,883 11 8 89,919 ll 9 83,083 6 2 4,997 6 1 
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202. The distribution of receipts and expenditure in the different - 
divisions is shown in the following table :-— 

Name of division. Receipts, | Expenditure. Surplus. | Deficit. 

Rs. As.P.| Rs. As.P.| Rs. As P.| Re, An Pz 

Direction... wenisadwsie seas sauewsees 7,735 10 6| 1666313 4| ........ 8,908 2 10 

Gauhati division «=. cece cece ene 2,983 1 0 15,355 14 Bl] ceccenee 12,372 13 3 

Tezpor Sr eT een 3,204 0 1 23,180 0 B{ .rccoeee 19,976 0 2 

Golgghat 56 ss seessie beacons en 657 11 0 8,039 5 LL] cecseces 2,381 10 1 

Goalpara 5,0 ccc cacecncccceccee 14,368 4 0| 16,1836 3 6|  cccecece 1,772 15 6 
Cachar errr erTrere rr reer ey 10,258 6 8 9,581 13 6 G16. 99-2 |) waawevas 
Civil OMCOrS  ceccisccccccisevcsssuces 42,346 1 5 5,962 9 10 86,383 7 TT] ..cceeee 

Total ...... 81568 2 8| 89,91911 9] 87,060 0 9| 45,411 9 10 


As was the case last year, and as will be the case for some years 
to come, the greater portion of the revenue realized during the year 
under review was realized by district officers. Still, if the above figures 
are compared with those of the previous year, it will be seen that the 
revenue collected direct by forest officers has increased from Rs. 10,913 
in 1875-76 to Rs. 39,222 in 1876-77, and that one of the divisions, 
Cachar, shows a small surplus of income above expenditure. 


SECTION 4.—MINES ann MINERALS. 


_ 203. There is nothing toadd under this head to the information 
given in both parts of the Report for 1874-75 and 1875-76. 


204. The question of the gold-washings in the streams of the Assam 
Valley attracted the attention of the Chief Commissioner during the 
year, and, upon the receipt of reports called for from the district 
Officers, the following memorandum was compiled by his order, and 
published in the Assam Gazette for general information. 

Memorandum.—The earliest reference to these gold-washings which 
appears to be discoverable among the official records occurs in a letter 
from Captain H. Vetch, Political Agent, Upper Assam, to Major F. 
Jenkins, Agent, Governor-General, North-East Frontier, dated the 19th 
March, 1851. Captain Vetch, in this letter, reports the results of an 
inquiry he had made, respecting the complaints of eleven parties of gold- 
washers as to the extortions committed upon them hy the Abors and 
Miris whenever they resorted to the Dihong in search of gold. In para. 
2 of his letter, Captain Vetch writes as follows:-— 

“T may here explain that all gold-washers under the Assam Government were 
taxed at Rs. 5 each; and, since that tax was abolished 


and the land revenue introduced, the right of washing 
for gold in the numerous streams which flow into this 


* The quantity of gold at pres- 
eatannually obtained from the 
Dihong is probably not more than 
40 or 50 tolas, yet it and other 


rivers afford a ready resource to 
the ryots of those parts for rais- 
ing the sum they may require to 
pay their rents, dnd could, of 
course, yield much more if the 
Washing was extensively carried 

on, and for a longer period, the 

gold-washers seldom extending 

their operations over fifteen days 

sta time. 


district has been farmed to the highest bidders (who 
make their own arrangements for their share of the 
profits); ainong these is the Dihong, the right of gold- 
washings in which was ° for the current year rented 
for Rs. 80. 

“From the point where this immense river issues 
from the hills to its junction with the Brahmaputra the 
distance is little more than twenty miles, and the favour- 


ite localities for gold-washing are from twelve to seventeen miles from its mouth.” 
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In June, 1853, Major Hannay, commanding the forces in Upper 
Assam, wrote a valuable paper entitled “Notes on the Gold-fields of 
Assam.’ This note, however, with the exception of the first two paras., 
is confined to a general geological description of the Assam Valley and 
the mountain ranges which close it in, and does not contain any very 
precise information on the subject under notice. The first two paras., 
however, in which mention is made of the traditional gold-produce of the 
country, are extracted. Major Hannay says— 


“ Although it is well authenticated that the produce of the gold-washings in 
Assam, particularly Upper Assam, formed a very considerable source of revenue to 
the Assam Government of former days, no correct data can be obtained so as to 
give an idea of the exact amount of gold realized yearly. But, as the Sontals, or 
gold-washers, one of the constituted khele or sections of the inhabitants (accord- 
ing to occupation), who paid their taxes in gold, form a large portion of the popu- 
Jation, we may reckon on its having been something considerable, when in the 
northern district of Sadiya alone, including Lakhimpur, these Sonwal paiks 
amounted to 10,000, Allowing, therefore, that every paik, at the lowest rate, sup- 
plied 4 annas weight of gold-dust yearly, the total amount would be 40,000 grs. 
for that district alone ; and, as the saine system of gold-washing obtained in the 
districts of the south bank of the Brahmaputra, as much more may have been 
there realized; and it may not be perhaps beyond the mark, to note the yearly 
produce of gold-washing in Assam, in former times, as amounting to £8,000 or 
£10,000 sterling. 

“In theshort account of Assam given at the end of Volume III. of Montgomery 
Martin’s ‘Sketches of Eastern India’ in enumerating the rivers on the north 
bank of the Burhamputra, the whole of them are said to contain gold in their sands; 
and the Subanshiri, Dikrang, Borpani, Booragong, and Boargon rivers of the 
Lakhimpur and Kullungpore districts are noted each as to the quality and quan- 
tity of their gold; but other small rivers in the Lakhimpur district—the more 
prolific sources of the Dihong, the Dibong, or the Brahmaputra—are not alluded to, 
neither is the Dehing or any one river on the south bank mentioned, which shows 
that the information relative to the extent of the gold-fields was imperfect. 
Chapter IIT., however, of the same notice, under head ‘Commerce of Assam,’ states 
that the Assam Government received into the Royal Treasury 1,500 grs. weight of 
gold yearly from a gold-mine called Pakerguri, situated at the contluence of the 
Whansiri river with the Brahmaputra, The Pakerguri is a small river rising in 
the Rengma mountains joining the Dhansiri, a day's journey within its confluence 
with the Brahmaputra, I cannot vouch for the correctness of the statement given 
regarding the gold-mine, but this small river is known in its upper course to be a 
prolific gold-stream in the present day. It is stated alse that the imports at Goal- 
para from Bengal in 1808-09, amounting to two-and-a-quarter lakhs of rupees, were 
paid in gold from these resources, and in silver. A good deal has been already 
written on the gold statistics of Assam, as they are known in modern times (vide 
Vol. VIL., p. 625), and little more can be said beyond the personal knowledge which 
has been obtained of the wide extent of the existence of the precious metal, and 
that in some of the districts in North-East Assam it is now a profitable source of 
payment. of revenue to the Sonwal ryots. The Lakhimpur and Sadiya districts 
produced in 1851-52 ten scers of pure gold,—the selling rate to the Kyah traderz 
being from Rs. 14 to 15 per tolah of solid gold prepared by melting with quick- 
silver.” 


In the concluding para. of his Note, Major Hannay describes the 
method in use among the Assamese for extracting the gold-dust. He 
S2YSi— 

‘“The Assamese generally wash in a trough, and take the whole stuff in the 
rough, the finer sand, &c., being washed in the trough through a bamboo grating 
or sieve placed at the higher end, and although, for want of cleets, there is some 
loss, it is wonderful to see with what dexterity the left hand is used to keep the 
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dust at the head of the trough, and to allow of a constant stream of water passing 
down its slope, thus washing the stuff thoroughly in a very short time, and leaving 
nothing but the very finest of the schlich, with its gold-dust. This trough might 
be improved, but as it is light, and one man can work it easily, being supplied 
with material by a boy, and one man to dig, it answers the purpose,—and, when 
gold is plentiful, this is the cheapest method of labour which could be employed in 
Assam. The oval board in use with the Singphos appears to me, however, in 
dexterous hands to be equal to any trough,—and, provided the stuff could be given 
to the washer after having been passed through a sieve, I reckon this to be the 
best and cheapest method of extracting the gold-dust,—for, not only does an expert 
gold-washer wash clean every particle of oxide and gold contained in a given 
quantity of rubble, but he will, after the day’s labour is over, take the schlich and 
gold-dust on the board, and by a peculiar dexterity of hand with the board and 
the water, wash away every particle of the former, leaving the latter at the head 
of the board, with little necessity for quicksilver to lick it up, as generally done to 
prepare it for melting.” 


Along with Major Hannay’s Note was printed an “Account of a 


visit to the Jugloo and Seesee Rivers in Upper Assam,” by Captain E. 
T. Dalton. 


This account is most interesting. In November, 1852, Captain 
Dalton received instructions to examine and report on the gold-producing 
capabilities of the Jugloo, an affluent of the Buri Dehing, falling 
into that river about fourteen miles above Jaipur. According to 
tradition, the tract through which the Jugloo flows contains rich gold 
deposits. Captain Dalton proceeded to the gold-field accompanied by an 


expert gold-washer and some coolies. He thus describes the experiments 
made by him:— 


“After about an hour’s walk from the Dihing up the stream of the Jugloo, 
when we first came on pebbles, we commenced washing in a rough wooden pan 
made for the occasion. The very first attempt gave a few minute specks of rather 
pale gold; we continued washing at intervals as we advanced, and every panful of 
gravel was found to contain a few of these spangles. At a point which seemed 
favourable for the purpose, we turned a portion of the stream and made a hole three 
feet in its bed. The washings from this depth decidedly gave a greater number 
of spangles and of a richer colour than those we had obtaincd from the surface- 
washings. Rising from a part of the stream the section of a hill about fifty feet 
in height, of coarse reddish sandstone, was left bare and perpendicular by a land- 
slip. This contained a stratum of gravel about fifteen feet above the highest 
watermark, some of which I caused to be washed, and it too was found to contain 
gold, indicating that the presence of that metal was not confined to spots acted on 
by the waters of the Jugioo; sand and gravel taken from occasional watercourses 
leading to the Jugloo were washed with the same result. 


_. “Retracing our steps, we proceeded up another branch of the Jugloo, and were 
Joined by a party of gold-washers deputed by me to obtain specimens, who took us 
to the acene of their operations about half a mile from the junction of the two 
rivers, They had been working two pans, and, to assist the operation, they had 
constructed two small embankments with bamboos and rubbish which divided the 
stream into three channels, and enabled them to turn ali the water into or out of 
the central channel. Their practice is to collect with small wooden scrapers a heap 
of gravel at the lower end of their central channel; upon this they cause the 


Bream to play, and with sieves made of bamboo they sift the heap and throw 
aside the pebbles. 


“The stream carries off the lighter particles of the sand thus disturbed. 
Pansful of the residue, which consists entirely of minoral fragments, are then 
taken up and washed in the usual manner with results far more satisfactory 
than when the gravel is washed in the pan without being subjected to this 
preliminary process. 


L 
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_* Proceeding up this stream, T found it had in many places cut for itself little 
ravines, showing sections of hills furmed of deposits of grey and red coarse sand, 
of sufficient consistency to form upright cliffs, thuugh crumbling when hasdiled, 
with beds of gravel intervening, which alse occur in tolerably consistent masses 
approaching toa conglomerate ; these lay in strata inclined at an angle of 45° or 
thereabouts, I obtaincd washings from them all, and found gold-dust in the red 
sand and gravel strata always, but not always in the blue sand, which owed its 
colour to a mixture of blue clay slate silt. 


_ “IT madea rough estimate of the quantity of rubble washed, and, on comparing 
It with the gold obtained, it gave about 18 grains to the ton, and about 8 grains 
ag the outturn of one man’s labour for the day.” 


Subsequently, Captain Dalton proceeded, in company with Major 
Hannay, to examine the gold-producing sands of the Seesee River, on 
the north bank of the Brahmaputra. The experiments at the Seesee 
River are thus described by Captain Dalton:— 


“Within an easy march of their own villages, they (the Scesee ryots) 
annually find here lucrative occupation for the months of the year when an 
excursion of the kind is most enjoyable, and when they have most leisure from 
their agricultural pursuits to give toit. After ‘harvest-home’ ia January, they 
form partics and start with provisions for a week or a fortnight, and in a very 
short time, if they are fortunate, they may obtain 
snfficient gold to pay their revenue. They wash in 
troughs called ‘doorunis,’ a process which has beeu already described in former 
nuinbers of the Journal.® 


“In favourable localities, 20 grains of gold is not an unusual return to one 
day’s Jabour with a dooruni worked by three men, who between them dig up, 
remove, and wash ina day on an average abont one ton of rubble. In the 
operations conducted in our presence, the yield of one dooruni, which was made 
over to me, was only LL grains, from 1 ton, 2 cwt., 36 Ib of rubble, but this was 
pronounced by the gold-waslhers to be very unfavourable. 


‘The average may be estimated for the Seesee at 15 grains to one ton of 
earth. 


* Vide Journal VII, p. 621 —Eds. 
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“The annual yield of the Seesec is said to be about half a seer. Judging in 
this way, the most valuable rivers are the Subansiri and Dibong, whose yield 
annually is from a secr-and-a-half to two scers of pure gold. 

“The Brahinaputra and Dibong are said to give each from half-a-seer to 
three-quarters; the numerous sinaller rivers in Lakhimpur are variously stated at 
from a quarter to half-a-seer, the total annual yield of the district being about 
ten seers. Each river is worked by the gold-washers who live nearest to it, But 
few are now employed in the occupation in comparison to the nambers that 
engaged init when Assam was ier a native government. The whole of the 
kheéle. or tribe of gold-washers, were then obliged to follow that profession, as they 
were under the necessity of paying their contribution towards the expenses of the 
State in pure gokd.” 


The subject of the gold deposits in the rivers of Assam does not 
appear to have attracted any attention subsequent to the publication of 
Captain Dalton’s and Major Hannay’s Notes. I*rom the replies received 
to the recent circular of the Chief Commissioner, above alluded to, it 
appears that in only three districts of the Province has gold-washing’ 
ever been earried on, viz., Darrang, Sibsigar, and Lakhimpur. Colone 
Sherer, Deputy-Commissioner of Darrang, reporting on the subject 
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generally, says that, under the Assam Raj, establishments, consisting 
of Hazarikas, Shoikias, Boras, and Paiks, used to be entertained solely 
for the purpose of conducting and overlooking the gold-washings. The 
Bhoirabi, Borganj, and Dikrang Rivers, in Darrang, and the Subansiri 
and other rivers, in Lakhimpur, are, he states, known to have yielded 
gold to some extent. The Hazarikas were required to present to the 

jah annually a certain quantity of the gold they might extract froin the 
streams in their respective varied ichons: and, in default, they had to pay 
@ penalty in the sum of Rs. 18 for each of the paiks allowed them and 
their subordinates. After the occupation of the Assam Valley by the 
British, the gold-washings in the streams of the Charduar and Nowduar 
mehals were regularly scttled every yoar, as in the case of fisheries. The 
leases of these mehals used to be put up to auction; but, the price they 
fetched gradually becoming less and less, they have not been offered for 
sale since 1865-66. 

_ Major Campbell, Deputv-Commissioner of Sibsdgar, reports that in 
that district gold-washing was chiefly carried on in the Desai River, 
within the jurisdiction of the Jorhd&t sub-division. The vocation of 

fees gold-washing was, he says, pursued by a class 

of people called “ Hunwal* Cacharis,” and it 

appears that there are still in Sibsagar some four villages inhabited by 
the descendants of these gold-washers. 

Gold-washing in Sibsigar used to be carried on for only three 
months in the year, viz., Magh, Falgun, and Chait, and the tax levied 
by the Assam Rajahs was half a tola of gold per man per annum. The 
Deputy-Commissioner states that, while at Jorhat lately, he sent for an 
old man, who recollected the time when gold-washing was carried on. 
This man stated that his village had long ago abandoned the vocation 
because it did not pay, and because they were able to earn more on | 
tea-gardens. He washed some of the sand of the Desai in Major 
Campbell’s presence, who, on the sand being washed away, observed 
some very minute particles of gold remaining. Of the three districts of 
Upper Assam, Lakhimpur appears to have been the one in which the 
business of gold-washing was most actively pursued. Major Clarke, 
in bis report, says that gold-washing was carried on in almost every 
river and stream in the district. The principal streams whose sand 
contains an auriferous deposit are the Lohit, the Dihang, the Dibang, the 
Upper Dehing, the Noe, the Buri Dehing, the Disang, the Dikrang, 
the Ranga, the Jayhing, and the Subansiri. 

Major Clarke says that no tax was paid by the gold-washers, except 
as paiks; but that the payment of the paik-tax was, in their case, made 
in gold. He then goes on to say—‘The Sonowals, or Honowals, it is 
said, were required to pay a certain amount of gold to the Rajahs, A 
joint payment of gold, weighing 1,000 tolas, was exacted from the 
persons washing in each of the rivers Dihang, Dibang, and Lohit, and 
900 tolas from those washing for gold in the Noe and Buri Dehing: 
Rivers.” The Deputy-Commissioner was unable to ascertain the amounts 
of gold payable for washing in the other rivers. He thinks these gold 
payments were merely another form of the paik-tax. From what Major 
Ularke says, it would appear that the three most productive streams 
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are the Dihange, the Dibange, and the Lohit. The Deputy-Commissioner 
considers that the industry was by no means a profitable one, and that 
it was followed under compulsion on the part of the Rajahs. He says 
the profits were only from 4 annas to 12 annas per man per mensem, 
uw very low rate of profit even in those days, For many years, the leases 

of the gold-washing mehals in Lakhimpur have been sold for merely 

nominal sums. In 1874-75 they only fetched the sum of Rs. 7. 

It would seem, however, that gold-washing operations in the 
Lakhimpur district were, prior to the first great extension of the tea 
industry, by no means inconsiderable, Mr. A. Campbell, an ofhcer well 
acquainted with the Assam Walley, savs that some twenty years ago, 
When he was stationed in’ North Lakhimpur, several of the rivers in 
the sub-division were farmed out annually. The most profitable of 
these rivers was, he states, the Subansiri, and he has seen as many as 
two hundred men at work each year washing for gold by this river. 

Mr. Campbell thus deseribes the method used for extracting the 
gold-dust:— 

“The method of washing adopted was very simple. A wooden cradle, 
somewhat of the shape of the body of a wheelbarrow, but shallower and Jonger, 
was used. By successive washings, the gravel and larger particles of sand were 
got rid of, the machine being fixed ona gentle incline for this purpose, Finally, 
the gold-dust remained quite apparent. to the sight, but mixed with the finest 
sand. Quicksilver was then used to separate it: from the sand; it combined readily 
with the gold particles, leaving the sand free. The quicksilver was subsequently 
drawn off by heat, and the gold was obtained in its pure state.” 

Mr. Campbell bears testimony to the unprofitableness of the 
industry, although he says the yield was considerable, and he has heard 
of as much as three-quarters of a scer of gold being obtained in a single 
scason by a single party of washers. The cause ot this unprofitableness 
he explains thus:— 

“The right of washing was ordinarily purchased by one of the amlah, or by 
some hangver-on about the courts, who rack-rented it te the actual washers. The 
price of quicksilver, which, as already shown, was indispensable in the industry, 
was about Rs. 3 or Rs. 4 per tola weight, and was all lost in the process. The 
price of gold in the bazar ranged from Rs. 14 to Rs. 17 per tola; but the washers 
had to subsist on advances obtained at ruinous rates, hypothecating their estimated , 
outturn of gold for the season at from Rs. 8 to Rs. 10 per tola.” 

From the above accounts, it is clearly established that a considera- 
ble amount of gold was in former days extracted from the rivers of 
Upper Assam, and there is no reason to suppose that these rivers have lost 
their auriferous character. It is scarcely to be wondered at that the 
industry died out as labour became more valuable, considering that 
it was carried on with the rudest mechanical contrivances, and without 
either system or capital. It is not necessarily to be inferred that, with 
modern appliances, systematic management, and capital, a considerable 
profit might not again be derived from this same source. 











Colonel Keatinge thinks that if the gold-washing industry in this 
Province is ever again to become of any importance, it must owe its 
re-cstablishment entirely to private energy. He has some reasog to 
believe that the question has attracted attention. He would be glad 
to see experimental operations undertaken by persons possessing the 
requisite knowledge and appliances. 
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SECTION 5.—MANUFACTURES. 


205. A general description of the manufactures of the Province 
fas given in the permanent portion of the Administration Report for the 
years 1874-75 and 1875-76. There is nothing to add to this descrip- 
tion. The manufacture of tea will, as in the previous report, be dealt 
with separately. 


206. As in previous years, so in the year under report, many of 
qe the planters submitted no returns concerning 
the tea cullivation on their estates, and, conse- 
quently, the information contained in this section is incomplete. 

The Chief Commissioner considers it hopeless to expect to obtain 
complete returns of this nature for the whole Province, as long as their 
submission by the planters is altogether optional; indeed, he has reason 
to fear that, owing to the action of proprietors, the number of gardens 
submitting returns will considerably decrease. It is, accordingly,of very 
questionable utility to attempt to trace the progress of the tea industry 
on such data, as deductions drawn from incomplete or inaccurate returns 
are worse than useless. It is, indeed, much to be regretted that all the 
endeavours of the authorities to obtain complete returns have been 
unsuccessful, as accurate statistics exhibiting the development of this 
important industry would be of the greatest value, as well as of general 
interest. 

Attempts have been made by the district officers to obtain approxi- 
mate statistics of outturn, based on the returns of gardens which sub- 
mitted the required statements, and to estimate the cultivated area of 
defaulting eaicus from former returns, or from inquiries from other 
sources; but it is evident that figures so obtained cannot be relied on for 
accuracy. 

According to the returns submitted by the district officers the total 
area of waste iid held under different tenures for the purpose of tea 
cultivation during 1876 was 6,22,455 acres, against 5,66,303 acres in 
1875; but, according to the official land registers, the area is as follows:— 





Acres, 

(1) Under Old Assam Rules oe ies see or 18,141 
(2) Ditto but since redeemed... -- 250,948 
i Under ordinary lease— ose eee is e. 106,237 
4) »  thirty-years’ lease... ss eg aes 24,444 
(5) Purchased in fee-simple ae odie o's -.- 191,844 
(6) Held from zemindars sak ee aed ». 1,936 
Total ...... 664,550 





The discrepancy cannot be reconciled. It is not, however, very 
material, and the figures may be safely taken to prove that the area of. 
land taken up for tea cultivation has heen extended by about 100,000 
acres during the past year. 

The table overleaf contains the statistics for the Province, so far as 
it has been possible to compile them; but, for the reason above given, it 
would be of little advantage to institute any analytical comparison 
between the figures for this year and those given in last year’s report: — 
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SECTION 6.—TRADE. 


207. A general outline account of the trade of this Province will 
be found in Section 7, Chapter I., Part I].a. of the Administration Report 
for the years 1874-75 and 1875-76; but no statistics of trade were given 
in that report,—none of a trustworthy nature being available. The 
first attempt at systematic registration of the trade of the Province was 
made during the year under report, but operations have been confined 
to the registration of the frontier trade with non-British territories. 
Statistics regarding the inland trade of Assam will be found in the 
Report on Trade Statistics by the Government of Bengal. Almost the 
whole of the inland trade of the Province passes along the Brahmaputra 
and Surma rivers, and, for the purpose of registering that trade, 
the Chief Commissioner fixed upon Dhubri, on the Brahmaputra, and 
Lakhai, on the Surma, as registering stations; but, His Honour the 
Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal having opened registering stations at 
Chilmari, on the former river, and at Bairab Bazar, on the latter river, 
the Chief Commissioner abandoned his intention of registering the 
inland trade of the Province,—there being manifestly no necessity for 
keeping up two sets of registering stations for registering the trade 
passing down the same route. 


The Chief Commissioner had hoped to commence the registration 
of the frontier trade from the beginning of the financial year 1876-77; 
but, owing to the delay in the, receipt of the necessary forms, this was 
found impossible, and registering operations did not commence till the 
end of 1376. Owing, however, to the registration having commenced 
on different dates in the several districts, provincial totals can only be 
given for the months of January, February, and March, 1877. 


The statistics submitted are therefore only for the last quarter of 
the financial year, instead of for the whole year. It may be remarked, 
however, that the frontier trade during the hot weather and the rains is 
almost nil, compared with the trade during the cold-weather months. 
The figures given are, therefore, not very much below the total figures 
which might have been expected, were the returns obtainable for the 
whole year. ‘ 


208. The frontier trade of the Province is carried on with— 


(1.) Bhutdn. (4.) Manipur. 
(2.) The Mishmi Hills. (5.) The Lushai Hills. 
(3.) The Naga Hills. (6.) Hill Tipperah 


For the purpose of registering this trade, twenty-one registering 
stations, situated on the principal trade routes, have been selected. 

The trade between Bhutan and Assam is registered by the 
frontier mouzahdars at the following statious:—Ripu, Guma, Charing, 
Sidli and Bijni, in Godlpaéra ; Darranga, in Kamrup, near to Dewangir ; 
and Gohpur, Helem, Daimara, Balipara, Udalguri, and Khagrapara, 


in Darrang. 
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The trade with the Mishmi Hills is registered by two committees of 
traders, one at Dibrugarh and the other at North Lakhimpur: and a 
committee of traders at Jaipur registers the trade between the Naga 
Hills and the district of Lakhimpur. 


The trade between the Province and Manipur is registered at 
Lakhipur, where an establishment has been entertained for the purpose. 
For the purpose of registering the trade with the Lushai Hills, three 
registering stations, at each of which there is a ean. establishment, 
have been opened, viz., at Mainadahar, on the Barak, at Monierkhal, on 
the Sonai, and at Jhaluachara, on the Dhaleswari. 


The trade between this Province and Hill Tipperah passes along 
the rivers which debouch from those hills, and three stations for register- 
ing this trade have been opened, in charge of special establishments. 
These stations are— 


(1.) Karimganj, situated at the junction of the Langai and Kushiara rivers. 

(2.) Nowakhali, situated a few miles from the junction of the Mannu and 
Dhulai rivers. 

(3.) Lashkarpur, situated on the Khowai. 


In Assam Proper, the registration is effected by unpaid agency. 
The Chief Commissioner thinks that the statistics furnished by the 
mouzahdars are to a certain extent approximately correct in most cases; 
but he fears that little reliance can be placed on those collected by the 
committees of traders, it not being in any way to the advantage of 
those merchants that the true state of the trade in which they are 
interested should be known. The returys furnished by the special 
establishments may, Colonel Keatinge thinks, be accepted as sufficiently 
correct for all practical purposes. 


209. The following statement shows the total value of the export and 
import trade between Assam and the adjoining non-British territories 
during the period under review :— 


Exports from Assam into Imports into Assam from 
Rs. Rs. 

Bhutan. . 1,98,423 | Bhutdn 2 va 91,546 
Naga and Mishmi Hills ... 23,536 Naga and Mishmni Hills... 58.034 
Hill Tipperah ... we «= 3, L07 Hill Tipperah ... wee 89,256 
Lushai Hills... eee 17,360 Lushai Hills... .-. 34,363 
Manipur i .. 29,780 Manipur ne we 5,251 

Total —......... 2,72,206 Total —s_ a... ae 224,430 


It will be seen from the above that the exports excecded the 
imports in value by Rs. 47,776, or about 17 per cent. This result was 
not to be expected, rather the converse, as the tendency of half-civilized 
frontier tribes would seem ordinarily to be to take away specie to be 
utilized, probably, partly in making ornaments, and partly as a 
medium of exchange and a convenient means of storing property. 
It may be noted that the statistics of the trade between Bengal 
and foreign territory for the year 1876-77 show an excess of 31 per cent. 
in the valu of imports, as compared with exports. 
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In the case of Manipur, the export trade, according to the present 
returns, considerably exceeds in value the import trade. This result (as 
will be seen from the statements further on) is due to the large export 
trade in betel-nuts. The Deputy-Commissioner, however, states that tho 
bulk of the imports from Manipur arrived in Cachar béfore registration 
operations began, and that, as there is no doubt but that a considerable 
amount of silver, which finds no place in the returns, is actually with- 
drawn to Manipur in the shape of specie, the import trade with that 
State will in reality be found on the returns of the entire year to exceed 
the export trade. : 


The unlooked-for result of an excess in the aggregate value of the 
exports over the imports in the frontier trade of the entire Province is 
due, it will be seen from the detailed district returns (given in the appen- 
dix), to the large amount of silk to the value of Rs. 1,45,943, reported as 
taken from the Kamrup district into Bhutan. The Chief Commissioner 
views, however, these figures with the greatest suspicion. He finds it 
ditficult to believe that so extensive a trade as this in a single article, of 
which the manufacture, moreover, has been for several years on the 
decrease, can have been carried on in the three months for which returns are 
furnished,—especially as no large fairis held in the Kamrup district to 
form a nucleus for such extensive transactions. In Darrang, where two 
fairs frequented by the Bhutias are held, the amount of silk exported is 
trifling. Tho figures are based merely on returns from the mouzahdars, 
who, unless there has been some clerical error in the computation, must, 
it is feared have supplemented facts largely from their imaginations. 


210. The chief articles of import into Assam from non-British 
territories are rubber, wax, ponies, salt, and blankets. The following 
detailed statement of the trade in these staples illustrates the proportion 
of the import trade of the several frontier States in this Province:— 





















Imports into Assam from Bubber. Salt. Ponies. | Blankets. Wax. 

Rs, Rs. | Rs. 

BINGUAT cseSvecaucssasseneeeceteecesastaueds 18,640 | 18,215 | ...... 
Naga and Mishmi Hills............... | 46,110 | ...... | coseoe | cavers 6,900 

Hill Tipperalicssissssavecasscacusseecsestl’ 0,100 1 covgees:. || ~sgaced |) Sedomes, [i Geacees 
Lushat Hills: c2ccudsessesscatenscteecesee 24,080 | eccave | wisece’ I awenes 750 
Manipur sicciccenciesacessocsceusssceeses 3,010 | ...... 450 
Total cssastcues: 93.330 | 22,758 | 21,650 | 18.215 | 8,100 





It will be seen that a considerable trade in rubber and wax is shown 
as being carried on with the Naga and Mishmi Hills. The figures are, 
however, not very reliable, bein g obtained only from the traders themselves. 
Still, a large amount of both these commodities ig undoubtedly brought 
down by the hillmen. A fair amount of rubber is also obtained from 
the Lushai Hills. The trade in ponies with Bhutan is well known to be 

M 
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considerable, and the figures under this head are probally correct. The 
salt, which is imported direct from Bhutan, is believed to come originally 
from Thibet. 


211. The rincipal articles of export from Assam into the frontier 
States are silk cluth, Letel-nuts, paddy, rice, and European cotton 
piece-goods. 

The following statement gives the same information regarding the 
chief articles of export from this Province as has been given in the 
preceding statement regarding the import trade:— 


a eee — se ae. = = ae al pe 




















Exports from Assem into Silk cloth. | Betel-nuts.} Paddy. | Rice. cotton Pi 
Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 
PSI Wy cies as caleetavandereseoptugatneies 150,315 | 1,120 | 17,184 )14,512 4566 
Naga and Mishimi Iills............... AOT2) aveweer ol. Santer 52 1,876 
Hill Tipperah 150 
Lushai Hills 2,575 
NIQUE? seuscoesnsasieses deaitrncseancdess | 2,338 





aD 








It has already been observed that the amount of silk cloth returned as 
exported to Bhutan is probably altogether unreliable. 


212. The leading features of the trade with the several frontier 
States will now be briefly detailed. 


213. During the cold-weather months a considerable trade is carried 
on between the independent State of Bhutan and the bordering 
Assam districts of Goalpara, Kamrtip, and Darrang, and numerous 
Bhutia merchants come down throuch the several routes, or duars, to 
attend the fairs beld annually at Dhubri, Datma, and Udalguri. The 
trade with Bhutan, except in the matter of exported silk, the amount of 
which seems erroneously entered, is undoubtedly much larger than the 
returns show it to be. The extended line of frontier renders the 
interception of each particular stream of traftic impossible without the 
organization of a special and expensive agency, and only approximate 
figures can be hoped for. ‘or eight months of tho year there is an entire 
cessation of trade with Bhutan, as the Bhutias of the interior will not 
venture into the terai, or even into the lower ranges of their hills, during 
the hot-weather months. 
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The following statement shows the total value of the principal 
articles imported into, and exported from, Assam into Bhutan during 
the period under report, as shown by the returns :— 


ee 








Imports. Exports. 
Rs. Rs. 
POMICS 6 2cFoocscseneulasdwedscasseenes 18,640 Silk mamfactures ........... 1,50,315 
Balti eichogcacictee steven ease 22,758 | Paddy...cssscssesessssesesescee 17,184 
Blankets  ........0cc006 sesccees eee 18,215 Hices: wsecacavenrosensesedetatedeies 14,512 
Rubber .o6s6cescaceecitassesceteontie 13,230 Cotton and __ pie¢e-goods 4,566 


(Earopean manufacture) 

Brass and copper manufac- 4,000 
tures, 

Betel-leaves .........sccsccsscnccescees 3,165 


Total...... 72,843 Total...... 1,993,742 











214. As arule, our trade with the Naga and Mishmi Hills is 
confined to those tribes who inhabit the lower ranges of the hills, these 
tribes in turn trading with those lying behind them. The hilhmnen, cain 
speaking, do not come to the principal marts to trade, but deal wit 
outlying shopkeepers who live near the hills. During the cold season, 
traders watch for the hillmen on the roads by which they come down, to 
the plains, and all business is transacted in temporary sheds erected for 
the purpose. As soon as the rains begin, the hillmen return to their 
homes. The major portion of the trade with the Mishmis and other 
tribes on the north bank of the Brahmaputra is transacted at Goga Mukh, 
Sisi and Doblong, Dimu and Sadiya,—the traffic at the Jatter-named place 
being far larger than at any of the others. There are no shops beyond 
Sadiya. 

Trade transactions with the Nagas are carried on chiefly at Bisa 
and Phakial; at the latter place a Marwari merchant has established a 
ee shop. There are also shops at Jaipur and Daba. The 

agas come down to trade as far as Jaipur, but their heavy merchian- 
dise, such as rubber, is bought from them on the way by the Marwari 
traders, who go to meet them. Rubber, wax, and ivory are the chief 
articles of import from the Mishmi and Naga Hills. 


The import trade in these articles during the period under review 
was, according to the returns furnished by the traders, as fullows:— 





RODDGRs sssicitecstadssswattacestdesssenres Rs. 46,110 
W GX cheese datiisiccenssasbeccseceisedencce i” 6,900 
TVORY: ‘souciisidseiaedvaureescdcies catswenas 1,920 

Totalicsss.ccvess » 64,930 





The principal articles of export from Assam into these hills are 
opium, silk cloth, salt, and cattle, and these articles are said to have 


84 ASSAM ADMINISTRATION REPORT. 


been exported to the value of Rs. 19,079 during the period under report, 
as exhibited below:— . 


OPI O sccsnaccacscceeaticheceusiucasoecues Rs. 9,000 
PPK ClO: .2orseseaiecenareevecaseaneseasns » 4,672 
BAM tcc lanansicblens cstwaashtavuearcseactee » 93,407 
Cale csisas zien ysnawsc pauses eesvenvetinnssse’ » 2,000 

DOtAh os aussecens », 19,079 


215. The major portion of the transactions in connection with the 
trade between this Province and Manipur takes place at the annual fair 
held at Silchar. The chicf articles of export are betel-nuts, metals, 
European cotton piece-goods, miscellaneous native goods, and cattle. 
The chief articles of import are ponies, native cotton stuffs, and wax. 
The following statement shows the value of the trade with Manipur in 
the principal articles of export and import during the period under 
review; but, as has before been observed, the imports are understated, 
owing to a large portion of them having arrived before registration 
was commenced :— | 








Ex ports. Import, 
Re Re 

Betel-nuts .......cccsccecsecccecseees 20.000 Horses, ponies, &C.  .....seeeeceeee 3,010 
Metal a icce ois teantscsr edcscennwevenns 4,090 Native cotton piece-goods......... 766 
Cotton piece-goods (European), 2,338 WW BX iadusuaddustiganietsiesesucice 450 
Miscellaneous native goods...... 1,185 
Cattle: icsiscecccccsicdssveccavesiossse’s 770 

Total ...... 28,383 Total ...... 4,226 


The traders of Silchar are of opinion that the Manipur trade is on 
the decline, such decline being attributed partly to the fact of the Manipuris 
living in Cachar, who weré the principal traders, having suffered from 
the depression of the timber trade. 

In his Annual Administration Report for 1874-75, the late Dr 
Brown, Political Agent at Manipur, attributes the falling off in the 
trade to the oppressive measures of the Manipur authorities, but for 
whose ill-advised action it is probable that the trade would have long 
since assumed very considerable dimensions. 


216. The bazaars resorted to by merchants trading with the Lushais 
aré Bipari bazaar, Sonai bazaar, Chandsil bazaar, and the bazaar 
at Tipai Mukh. 


The trade with Lushai land, though lately in a flourishing con- 
dition, is now decidedly on the decline, owing chiefly to the exhaustion 
‘of the rubber-supply in the hills. Since the close of the year under 
report, our traders at Tipai Mukh have left the bazaar, finding that 
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little profit was to be got. The following statement shows the principal 
articles of trade between this Province and the Lushai Hills, and the 
total value of such articles exported from, and imported into Assam 
during the period under report:— 











Imports. . Exports. 

Rs Rs. 
"Rubber .........ccccceceeees 27,630 | Miscellaneous native goods and cash... 6,260 
Timber .......ccccceee soose 3,170 | Cotton manufactures (Eurupean) ........ 2.575 
Ivory swcccccns cecccccocccccce . 2,138 9 (raw ) Cece ner cccessececcnns cececeseceve 2,015 
WOE aiuesscecaxccshencs cease ° 750 | Brass and copper mannfactures ......... 1,930 
Cotton (raw) ...000. -eosees GIO!) Salt... scsscaserossssesccvsecsvacsvssseuncaveceisane 1,833 
Tron mamufactures .......cecsccrcsscscsscces - 803 
Total...... 34,298 otal wicscccees - 15,416 





217. The principal articles of import into Assam from Hill 
Tipperah are bamboos, raw cotton, rubber, and mats. The following 
statement shows the total value of ¢hese articles imported during the 


period under review :— 
Rs 





Tain bG08 scscvee-csaysendesanvideiedin Solinetiies 14,440 
RAW COLLOM  ccese desineds vs suicdbacuacecuusececscecWoday 13,330 
RUD <vcscscasdasassecntweesdantien oadeds ebasaetasnt 6,150 
RU GUB soesdceseasvts vevesaeuousssccoudunsarpecctknecteses . 630 

Lotal; sspecwsescs 34,550 


The principal article of import is bamboo; but the trade in this 
article is not carried on by the hill people themselves. Parties of men 
from Sylhet go up into the hills, and having cut all the’ available 
bamboos growing near to the streams, float them down in the form of 
rafts for sale at Sylhet. Cotton is cultivated by the hill people, who 
bring it down to Sylhet in long narrow baskets. 


The subjoined statement shows the total value of the pee 


articles of trade exported from this Province into Hill Tipperah during 
the period under report :— 





Rs 


Dried AG is vscsicias cee Sasdievestssstecetsesnsvuasesonteds 2,200 © 

OM sgccdcenaveuvusvectepiueruatavannsceveasensentecaesienes 324 

SAIL: -5c dessa wasweconiesaane cence veshuimunamanaddeseuces ; 203 
Totalkicccscssstes 2,727 





218. Inquiries have been made, with a view to ascertain whether 
merchants engaged in the frontier trade are liable to any duty after 
they leave, or before they enter, British territory, but with no very 
satisfactory results. 


It is believed that no duty is levied beyond our territory upon 
merchants trading in Bhutan, and in the Naga and Mishmi Hills. 
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In the Lushai Hills, however, the traders are undoubtedly taxed, 


and ay have complained of the exactions of the chiefs. In Hill Tipperah 


duty is levied by the rajah on the bamboos cut by the Sylhet woodcutters 
but it is not known whether any other articles of trade are taxed. 
Particulars of the duties levied in Manipur upon imports into, and exports 
out of, that country will be found at pages 15-16 of the Report of the 
Manipur Agency for the year 1873-74, and need not be re-produced 


here. 


It is hoped that fuller information on this important point will be- 


available for the next year’s report. 


SECTION 7.—PUBLIC WORKS. 


- 219. The following is an abstract of the expenditure of the Public 


Works Department during the year under report :— 






































Service heads, ae Final Eee 
oe = Outlay. 
grants. grants. atlas, core I eae 
Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. | Rs 
Imperial Services— 
Military 39.700] 39,700] 36,084° ...... 3.616 
Civil Buildings 26,080] 26,080} 13.673) ...... 12,407 
Establishment a 16,320; 16,320] 12,433] ...... 3,887 
Barrack Department... 5v0 500 137] . 363 
Total, Imperial Services ...| 82,600} 82,600 62,327 | Ped | 20,273 
Provincial Services— 
Civil Buildings ove eo. | 1,27,900 | 1,41,026 | 1.42,452! 1,426] ...... 
Communications 7 e-. | 2,64,000 | 2.63,655 | 2,77,144 13,489) ...... 
Miscellaneous Public Improvements 100 100 $5 sscsce 15 
3,92,000 | 4,04,781 | 4,19,681|14,915| 15 
Establishment uit »-. | 2,50,000 | 2,50,000 | 2,50,502| 502) ...... 
Tools and plant “ «| 28,000] 15,219] 14,704] ...... 515 
Profit and loss ‘eh eeecse: . |. venets 128; 128] ...... 
6,70,000 | 6,70,000 | 6,85,015 15,545} 530 
Deduct decrease in suspense| ...... |  .eo. 35,453 | ...... 35,453 
balances. —|—_——_—__ | —_— —__!—___ | —__- — 
Total Provincial Services ... | 6,70,000 | 6,70,000 6,49,562 | ‘euiee 20,438 
Local Services— 
Civil Buildings 1,000; 1,000 450 
Communications 80,964 | 1,11,487 | 1,00,426 


Miscellaneous PublicIm provements 


Establishment 
Total, Local Services 


Grand Total 


.| 85,964 | 1,16,487 | 1,02,306 
. | 8,38,564 | 869,087 | 8,14,195 


4,000| 4,000 
85,964 | 1,16,487 | 1,01,781 
525 
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It will be seen that the expenditure on all heals amounted to 
Rs. 8,14,195, against the final grant amounting to Rs. 8,69,087, leaving 
a balance of Rs. 54,892, which constitutes the lapse of the year. 

The short outlay is principally under Imperial, and is about one- 
fourth of the grant. this has partly resulted from the restriction 
placed by the Government of India on Imperial expenditure, but 

rincipally from the building of the new telegraph-office at Gauhati 
having been stopped, pending the settlement of certain questions about its 
construction and cost. 

Except a trifling saving under Miscellaneous Public Improvements 
and Tools and Plant, every item under Provincial Services shows an 
excess. But, as a very satisfactory decrease of Ks. 35,453 was effected 
in suspense balances during the course of the year, there has been an 
expenditure of Rs. 20,438 short of the total grant. 

The saving of Rs. 14,181 under Local Services is due to four funds, 
as shown below:— 







































































Outlay. 
Grant. catab-|  -—«,: sVing 
Oneinal| Repairs “tah Total. 
Rs. | Rs. | Rs.| Rs. Rs, 
Assam Local Fund— 
Ferries .., ce NN ODOT ctecaes 1,387 | .. 1,387 | 1,148 
Staging-bungalows ... = ...| 6,782] ...... 6,019 |412| 6,431 351 
iganies 7,406 |412| 7,818 | 1,496 
Williamson Education Fund— ——| —— |—. 
Civil Buildings ae ewe} = =1,000 | ...... 450 | 113 563 437 
District Improvement Fund (Reserve a 
Account )— 
Grants-in-aid to Provincial Ser- 
vices— 
Communications ... eo | 79,698 | 74,877| 1,474 | ... | 76,351 | 3,347 
Spent direct from the Fund— 
Communications... .» | 22,475 116,669] ...... | ... | 16,669 | 5,806 
1,02,173 ed 1,474 | ... | 93,020 | 9.153 
District Improvement Fund (Miscel- |_—-——_ —|—_—-—_. 
neous improvement Account)— | . | 
Miscellaneous Public Improve-| 4,000 SOO! esses} aed 905 | 3,095 
meuts. ————_—— |_| ——— , ——} ——.._— 
4,000 909) ccniisee il ae 905 | 3,095 
Grand Total... |1,16,487 | 92,451] 9.330 | 525 '1,02,806 | 14,181 


The only item calling for notice is the saving of Rs. 3,095 from the 
Miscellaneous Improvement Account, which bears a large proportion to 
the grant of the year under that head. It is due to delay in getting a 
project prepared for the improvement of the drainage of the Gauhati 
station, for which the assignment was made. Plans and estimates could 
not be got ready before the expiration of the year, but they have since 
been received and sanctioned. 
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The short outlay under the other heads of Local Services was the 
result of precaution used to work within the limits of the grants, some of 
which were made late in the year. 


It should be mentioned that the bulk of the expenditure from the 
reserve grant of the District Improvement Fund, riz., Rs. 76.351, was 
incurred on Provincial roads passing throngh the districts concerned, 
and the balanee, Rs. 16,669, with the exception of the sums of Rs. 1034 
and Rs. 2.862%, spent on the construction of the road between Sibsagar, 
and Disangmukh and the timber bridge over the Kakodanga, represents 
the outlay incurred in constructing dik-bungalows at the stations of 
Tezpur, Nowgong, Sibsagar, Dibrugarh, and Silchar. 

The explanatory memorandum attached to the appropriation and 
outlay accounts, shows that the average cost of establishment for 
the ten years immediately preceding the formation of Assam into a 
separate Local Administration was 42°74 per cent. of the expenditure 
on works, whereas for the three years subsequent thereto the cost has been 
40°6 per cent. The percentage of the year 1876-77, under review, was 
48°67, which is above the average of the last three years. But this.is due 
to the necessity for keeping the expenditure down below the ordinary 
grant, to make up for the excess over grant that was incurred in the 
previous year, 1875-76. The average percentage of the last thirteen 
years has been 42, and, considering the economy and care with which 
the establishment is distributed over the work to be done, and the 
difficulty felt in making it suffice for the scattered work of the Province, 
it is improbable that this percentage will be reduced. 


220. The progress made in the construction of buildings and roads 
will now be briefly described. 


IMPERIAL SERVICES. 


221. The principal works, the expenditure upon which is debited 
to Imperial Services, undertaken during the year were the metalling 
of the cantonment road, Dibrugarh, the completion of the repairs 
to the Dum-ddm block-house, the metalling of the cantonment road, 
Silchar, the pushing on almost to completion the work of constructing 
a rifle-range at Silchar, the conversion of the gun-shed at Dibrugarh into a 


Commissariat godown, the raising of the parapet wall of the roof of the 
magazine at Sadiya, the sinking of a wooden well at the Poba stockade, 
the re-construction of an armourer’s shop at Silchar, the conversion of 
the Serjeant-Major’s bungalow at Sylhet into a police hospital, the 
addition of a room for browning arms to the armourer’s, shop at 
Shillong, the construction of Native Infantry lines at Jowai, repairing 
the military hospital at Tezpur, the construction of temporary telegraph- 
offices at Nowgong, Silghat, Jorhat, Sibsagar, and Dibrugarh, the re- 
building of the telegraph-office at Dhubri, the partial construction of a 
new post-office at Sylhct, and the construction of a temporary post- 
office at Tezpur. 
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Provixciat SERVICES. 


222. Buildings——In connection with buildings constructed from 
Provincial Funds, the principal works carried out during the year were 
as follows :— 

The work of re-building the civil ward of the Tezpur jail was 
completed, and the additions to, and alterations in, the Sylhet jail 
were commenced. The construction of a police thannah at Gauhati 
was pushed on almost to completion, and a police hospital and a normal 
school were constructed at Goalpara. At Shillong, the building of the 
charch was practically completed, the new court-house for the Deputy- 
Commissioner was almost finished, and extensive alterations, including a 
new iron roof, were effected in the Residency building. Materials were 
collected for re-building the Deputy-Commissioner’s court-house at 
Sibsagar, the new court-house at Tura was completed, materials were 
collected for the work of providing additional office accommodation for 
the Deputy-Commissioner, Sylhet, the construction of the sub-divisional 
offices at Sunamganj were commenced, and the sub-divisional residence 
at Hailakdodi was completed. 


223. Roads.—The work performed during the year in connection 
with the peaks roads, being of considerable importance, will be noticed 
in some detail. 


224. The Trunk Road was so far completed by the end of the year 
1876-77 that a considerable number of carts 
aps were able to pass over it the whole way from 
Dhubrito Sadiya. The road has been furnished throughout with in- 
spection-bungalows and temporary serais for the use of travellers. The 
traffic on the road is increasing, though the increase in the year under 
report over the previous year is less than that of 1875-76 over 1874-75. 
The number of persons and cattle crossed at the ferry over the Brahmaputra 
at Dhubri, compared with the number during the previous two years, is 
given in the following table :— 


Persons. Cattle. 
VOB a1 D ieucscods eves casevea vice ceedetcstiwasexenaepiediewes 34,634 10,255 
TOIO-10), iisciaretieadraessonecectocsheuavensnsavaqscseass §3,323 18,155 
USTG0U eel eee han nec waste 58,799 18,120 


A good deal of this traffic is merely local, but the rate of increase 
at this ferry may be taken as a fair index of the general rate of increase 
of the throngh traffic along the Trunk Road into Assam. 

It is not to be supposed, however, that the quality of the Assam 
Trunk Road is at all of a high class, or that it is constructed to uniform 
dimensions throughout. In the first place, the road is nowhere metalled, 
and the finances of the Province do not admit of its improvement toa 
metalled road. The main object of the road is to facilitate immigration, 
and a metalled road is not necessary for this purpose. But the road is 
embanked almost throughout its course above the level of floods, and is 
substantially bridged, except at the larger streams, where ferries are 
provided. For the first 150 miles from Dhubri, the minimum width is 
16 feet, and a considerable portion is as wide as 20 feet. The next 150 
miles are for the most part not more than 12 feet wide, but the last 
150 miles are again from 16 to 20 feet wide. 

N 
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It will be readily understood that the heavy floods of every rainy 
season io a great deal of damage to the road. The bridges are mostly 
of wood, and require much repair, and the traffic on many sections is 
not sufficient to kecp the jungle from overgrowing the road. These 
causes render the maintenance of the road both difficult and expensive. 
Yet it is essential to the success of the road, as an inducement to immi- 
gration, that great attention should be paid to its maintenance and to 
the accommodation for travellers. Tfforts have therefore been made 
to increase the efficiency of the subordinate establishment in charge of 
the several sections, and Executive-Engineers and their subordinates 
are required to make frequent inspections. The whole road is divided 
into eleven sub-divisional charges. The expenditure on the entire length 
of this road during the year has been Rs. 1,22,205, and, in addition, 
Rs. 80,648 have been spent on the ordinary maintenance of the road. 


225. The expenditure on minor and petty works under the head of 
Communications amounted to Rs. 5,443 throughout the Province. It 
was incurred on ferries, serais, inspection-bungalows, and other petty 
items, mostly of a temporary nature. 


226. During the rainy season of the year under report, work was 
sairinny Gartrona: carried on on a break of two miles in the road which 
remained unfinished at the close of the previous 
year, and through communication between Gauhati and Shillong was 
effected in October, 1876. The worst portions of the road were improved, 
the narrowest parts were widened, and the temporary bridges were 
replaced by substantial sal timber bridges. The upper portion of the 
road requires a considerable amount of work before it can be reported 
complete, but the lower portion may be treated as finished. Between 
Gauhatiand Nongpoh the road was, however, very much cut up by carts 
during the monsoon, and was kept passable by a flooring of bamboo laid 
over the worst portions. _It will be necessary to metal these parts as 
soon as funds permit, in order to make the road practicable for cart- 
traffic throughout the year. The cxpenditure of the year was Rs. 51,902, 
the total cost of the work amounting to Rs. 2,57,075, against an estimate 
of Rs. 2,61,907. 


The expenditure incurred during the year on the maintenance of 
the Shillong Cart-road was Rs. 9,618, or for 53 miles at the rate of 
Rs. 181 per mile. This has been found insufficient. The cost of repairs 
to the Shillong bridle-road, from Umiam to the junction of the Shillong 
Cart-road, and of the bridle-road from Shillong to Therriaghat, which is 
47 miles in length, was Rs. 2,109, giving a rate of Rs. 45 per mile. 


227. The usual repairs to this line of 
communication was done ata cost of Rs. 12,813, 
or at the rate of Rs. 183 per mile. 

228. A new timber bridge on this road was satisfactorily completed 

i during theyear. The totaloutlay on the work was 
one ag ™ Rs. 16,912, against an estimate amounting to 
Rs. 16,953, and the expenditure of the year amounted to Rs. 4,422. 


The expenditure on the maintenance of the road was Rs. 1,500. 


Sylhet and Cachar Trunk Road. 
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229. The only original work that was in progress during the year 

stat was the widening and completing the road from 

pares Koliabar to the steamer-station at Silghat, which 

is the principal outlet for the trade of the Nowgong district. This road is 

four and a half miles in length, of which one-third was completed. A 

timber bridge on it was also lengthened. The outlay of the year 
amounted to Rs. 7,505, against an estimate of Rs. 13,452. 


The expenditure on maintenance of the branch roads in the valley 
districts of Assam was Rs. 19,934, giving, for eighty-nine miles, a rate 
of about Rs. 224 per mile. This high rate is due chiefly to the clearance 
of tracks to steamer-stations, and formation of brushwood roads across 
sands, and also to the maintenance of several rest-houses for travellers 
at those stations. 


The following is the list of the roads :— 








_ Milles, Rs, 
Agea to Goalpdra ... we eee 7 3,478 
Silghat to Koliabar evs ae 5 1,171 
Dibrugarh to Dibrumukh es set 6 1,783 
53 to Jaipur Ses a 35 5,596 
Sibs4gar to Dikhumukh ans _ 8 1,692 
Jorhat to Kokilamukh ay Bay 10 2,000 
Golagh&t to Neghiri Ting a ass 18 4,214 
Total ... 89 19,934 

The expenditure of the year on other roads is given below :— 
Hdilakandi _road ise sa8 1,276 
Companyganj ,, see ae oe sis 1,223 
Naga Hills s aie way ss sia 5,803 
G4ro Hills 3 a 3,422 


With the above amounts, the ordinary repairs were executed, and 
the roads maintained in passable order. 


230. Under the head of “Travellers’ accommodation,” the following 
works were carried out: The eee com- 
pound at Dhubri was improved, the police hospita- 
at Goalpdéra was converted into a da«-bungalow, the dik-bungalow at 
Tezpur was improved, a dak-bungalow was opened at Nowgong, the 
dik-bungalow at Silghat was re-constructed, the staging-bungalow at 
Dikhumukh was re-built, the construction of a dak-bungalow at 
Dibrugarh was commenced, and the dik-bungalow at Silchar was nearly 
completed. The existing dék-bungalows id serais on the provincial 
roads had the necessary repairs and renewals done to them, and the 
requisite complement of establishment and furniture was maintained 
during the year. 


Travellers’ accommodation. 


Loca SERVICES. 
231. The following is a detail of the works carried out under this 
head :-— 
The piling to the bridge was finished, and the superstructure is a 
ieee progress. The expenditure of the year amounte 
avis the Sakctouge saver onthe to Ls. 2,862, the total outlay being Rs. 4,056, 
ene against an estimate amounting to Rs. 8,197. 
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This was carried out from the Sibsdgar District Improvement 
e Fund at a cost of Rs. 1,034, against an estimate 
Sibsagur to Duangmath. ——_-ganctioned for Rs. 1,035. 


232. Local Roads.—On the whole, there has been considerable 
improvement in the works connected with local roads. 


The expenditure sanctioned for the year amounted to Rs. 
1,63,219, and that actually incurred to Its. 1,51,153, made up as 
follows :— 


Rs. 
Oripiiial Works: cscidcasweaacticencis ee ceasvevasce cuisine 28,390 
REWAWS iicacedendesdeessectuigiinasessunsaduaceescceevaceseseoce 1,04,909 
Esta blishivientsccccvecsscasedescsceectstnecevecssncexersaonset 14,837 
Refunds, contingencies, &C,.........scssecsesenccecsecees 2,276 
Tota vcsvecievscuscs 1,51,153 


The only original works of any importance on which expenditure 
was incurred were the hill roads from Darrang to Dewangiri, in the 
Kamrup district, and from Golaghat to Kohimah, vié Wokha, in the 
Naga Hills. The Dewangiri road was traced and commenced some 
foe ago; but until the year under review no establishment was availa- 

le for going on with it. A good deal of the earthwork has now been 
completed, and some bridges constructed. The road is reported to have 
been open throughout, except in a few places, where heavy blasting 
or revetment walls are necessary. In the Naga Hills, the Wokhba 
road was pushed on with, and a narrow path has now been cut for very 
nearly the whole length of the line. 


In the other districts, the original works carried out were of an 
unimportant character, being chicfly extensions of existing roads, or the 
substitution of timber for bamboo bridges. 


The total expenditure on original works, though small, is quite 
as much as is desirable; for, in the present condition of the Province, 
the money available can generally be more usefully expended on improv- 
ing existing roads than in opening out new lines. 


The ordinary annual repairs were fairly well executed in all districts. 
Members of the committees and other gentlemen rendered considerable 
assistance by undertaking or supervising road work. 


It is chiefly due to such assistance that the cost of establishment 
bears so small a proportion to the total outlay. The only districts in which 
a regular executive establishment was maintained are Kamrup and 
Cachar, which have each a District Engineer and some subordinate 
establishment. The Kamrup District Engineer was appointed in 
September last (haviny been transferred from the Public Works Depart- 
ment, in which he held the rank of a Supervisor, first grade), and his 
appointment appears to have been followed by good results. 

The districts of Godlpara, Nowgong, and Sylhet have each one 
overseer. In Goalpara, the road-cess (under Act X. of 1871) began 
to be levied from 1st October, 1876; but very little money was obtained 
from this source until quite the end of the year. 
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MIscELLANEOUsS PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS. 


233. The thorough drainage of the station of Gauhati has been 
determined upon, and the preparatory operations were commenced during 
the year. 

PostT-OFFICE. 

234. The number of post-offices in the Province is steadily increas- 

ing, as will appear from the following statements:— 
Existing on the 1st April, 1874. 


Post-offices. Letter-boxes. Rural messengers. Rob See 
38 4) 11 54 
Existing on the 31st March, 1877. 
Post-offiees. Letter-boxes. Rural messengers. Total number of 


postal receptacles. 
82 31 96 ‘ 

These figures show a considerable increase in the short space of 
three years. New offices ure still being established all over the country, 
wherever there is a prospect of their being self-supporting. In the tea 
districts, the plan of opening small post-offices at populous places, and 
of employing rural messengers to visit distant villages and gardens, is 
working very satisfactorily. 


235. At the close of March, 1877, there were 1,435 miles of Imperial 
mail lines in the Assam postal circle. This includes the Jalpaiguri 
and Cooch Behar districts, which form part of the circle. These figures 
show an increase of 172 miles, as compared with last year’s return. 
In the Chief Commissionership of Assam the Imperial mail lines extend 
over 1,263 miles. 

The above does not include postal lines, worked by runners paid 
out of zemindari funds. 

Many new lines are required, but the cost of employing runners 
: so heavy that great care has to be taken to prevent undue loss to the 

tate. | 


236. The experiment made last year, of operiing small rural post- 
offices along the north bank of the Brahmaputra, has worked satisfactorily 
during the year under report. The four post-offices opened in Kamrup 
have beea made permanent, and, in addition to these, one has been 
established in Darrang, 17 miles north of Tezpur, and three in Goalpara. 


237. The bulk of parcels from Calcutta for Assam are carried by 
steamer as far as Gauhati, and from there are 
sent on by land. Parcels for Shillong from 
Bengal travel vid Dacca and Sylhet. 


238. The correspondence delivered through the post-office shows a 
very slight increase, in spite of the great extension of postal facilities. 
The following is a return for the past three years :— 


Parcel mails. 


‘Years. Number of covers. 
197478 oss iaesosicessr tenets 1,700,205 
180616 xsccote shh the vacereseisiecaicc: 1,723,738 
1896-0 sis sssenataewivsos av asuee ies 1,775,725 


This statement shows an increase of 1 and 3 per cent. only, respectively. 
The comparative statement marked A overleaf shows the corres- 
pondence of the several districts. 


a Le 


— Sn 








68u'9s Goo" be oro’ se ORG sP 





— | <n | 





689 919°% p90 81 | ore Or 


PLYGI 16908 908'0% 19¢'ss 


eee eee eee eee 


ere eee 


i) 
“> 





ge9'L 


ols $93 


ee 





2 Se ene ge des meg Boy OS me: a 





5 


























SITTH OfBH 


cogeLl ZI P el El eee eee ee ee eee) waipd [por 


SELES rr 9 OL “eee auyoury 


TIL'81z 0g 8T gT 


PI ee ee 


qaulsg 


eeeeree eeeerve eee eee eeeeree eeeeee j eeaevreve "ee ee eee eee eee “ 


BIEN 


FOL'RE oon’ 1c eeeeee eeewee g ¢ oA pee eanewemn sree Tee 


egerel OFO'9ST rnd uryyv'y 


or 


~ 
ao wv 
Se 
> 


020° re. O18 


eT 


iesysqig 


CC9 9ST 122 9FT 


© 
Po) 
. 
© 


SUOZMON 


029°89 LEr't9 


~ 
| 
nN 
a 


OL9'OPL'T | Ser'PLo'L 96 Lg G8 OL seeces {B30 1 
| AuvsllwU(] 





“LL-9181 | “9L-GL8T 


vam ae 


“LL-OLST | 





*poqsog 


ASSAM ADMINISTRATION REPORT. 


*SYIVUIAY 


‘aolpod ayy 


ysuo1y} FZuyssud 


*AIBAIAP AO 
eo1}od ayy Aq poatmool 
BIVAOO JO Joqmin N | 














1688 SLO ROS 69L'20Z FI 8 OL 9 eeeete eee en eeeee dnimvy 
| 
"9L-CL8T | “LL-9L8T | "9L-OL8T “LL-OLSL "9L-EL8T | “LL-9L8T "9L-SL8T 
*so0TJO-4sog 94} 
ut AL@Alap 10] paalaoos 
S19A00 JO JoqtunN S19A00 JO JAQGUINN "S103 aessour 


= *so0qjo-Js0g JO Jaqmun "4012781 


[vat Jo JaqgunT 


| 
‘aoyo-asod a3 yFnoind | 


Sulssud sioA00 JO 1eqmU| 





p g | l 





"LL-OLQT PUD Q)-CIQT suvah ay} Lof yuamjzuvday pv780q ay? fo suorjviado ay; burmoys yuamazn7gy aajouvduoy 


94 


Vv 


POST-OFFICE. 95 


239. The revenue on unpaid correspondence has risen from 
Rs. 35,920 in 1875-76 to Rs. 38,455 in the year under review. 


240. The following statement shows a steady increase in the 
proceeds from the sale of postage labels, which is very satisfactory: — 


Years, Amonnt. 
Ra, 

DBT B21 E ~cscoaneusseauucuans ives oes heveco so eehcinets 43,715 

VB TALUS: Sac iceacs esacsasees asus cab enesasisesesenton 51,276 

PE ID2 16. cccacwssicssesetuacessaneeascdasevaseeacceccis 8,348 

WEIGEL cvecnocaiaein cee h ed daw cerieesousssitiacees 62,529 


The increase during the last three years has thus been over 17, 13, 
and 7 per cent. respectively. 


241. The sale of service labels for official correspondence is 
exhibited in the following return:— 


Re. 
VS1S- 14> cecasesecseves inc de sea vececavaainweneas events 12,857 
TOU 4 0D: ccescuiasseteativaseesesvosascusesoauseccsse’ 14,797 
LS 1-10: siecese ce uwenseueedeaieoabenseesetiseereencses 15,816 
ESOT nedecderndispcent sete vetaeeacessseeiewedsey 16,598 


242. At the end of 1875-76, there were nine publications in 
existence ; out of these, five ceased to exist 
during the course of the year under report, and 
two new ones were started. 


Registered pnb'ications. 


243. Seventeen persons were prosecuted and punished for various 
Proseentions for offences agains, Offences committed against the Post-office Act, 
the Post-office Act. of these, eight were post-office servants. 


244. Sylhet and Goalpara are the only regulation districts in the 

Province in which the Zamindari Dak Act 

Pe (VIII. (B.C.) of 1862] is in: operation, and 

where a suitable sum has been set apart for the entertainment of a 

local postal establishment, the main object of which is the conveyance of 
police and revenue despatches. 


In Sylhet, the local post-office is under the management of the 
General Post-office. For the year under review, a sum of Rs. 8,381 
was sanctioned by the Chief Commissioner for the keeping up of the 
district post-offices in this district. At the beginning of the year, there 
were eight district post-oftices and 477 miles of postal lines. During 
the year, one of these post-offices was, in consequence of its importance, 
converted into an Imperial oftice, and three new district post-offices 
were opened. Two new lines have also been opened during the year, 
and direct communication has been established with Mymensingh. 


On the 1st of December last, the Deputy-Commissioner of 
Godlpara arranged to make over to the Postal Department a monthly 
sum of Ks. 175, to defray the expense of keeping up five district post- 
offices, six district rural messengers, and 56 miles of mail lines. 
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This new arrangement, which has been in operation since the Ist 
of December last, is working satisfactorily, as will be seen from the 
accompanying table, showing the correspondence delivered by the 
district post :— 


Number of covers passing through the district post-office. 


District. 
Numbers of covers received Number of corers 
for delivery. | posted. 
1875-76, | 1876-77, | 1875-76, | 1876-77, 
Godl pra .....cscsseeeseseeee 10,840 | 13,064 | 2.676 | 6,339 


Kamrup is the only other district in the Province where a 
small grant has been allowed to the Postal Department for the purpose 
of improving communications. A monthly subsidy of Rs. 60 from the 
District Improvement Fund enables two small mail lines to be kept up 
between Gauhati and the principal police-stations in the north of 
Kamrup. 


245. The following is a financial statement, showing the receipts 
and expenditure of the Postal Department in Assam during the past 
four years:— 





| Excess of 
Year. Receipta. Expenditure. expenditure 

over receipts. 

Re. As. P. Rs. As. P. Rs, 

1873-74 .. avs ees 82,978 13 7} 1,08912 11 7 25,934 
1874-75 ... oP sts 98,018 10 5 | 1,24,908 8 5 26,990 
1875-76 ... was .. | 1,09,455 4 3 1,26.528 O O 17,073 
1876-77 ... ae ...{ 117,683 0 8] 1,833,550 5 8] 15,969 


It will be observed that the excess of expenditure over receipts has 
been largely reduced in the last two years, in spite of the wide extension 
of the operations of the department. 


TELEGRAPH. 


246. The operations of this department during the period under 
review were of no slight importance, and the year saw the completion 
of the new line, extending from Gauhati to Dibrugarh, the survey for 
which had been undertaken during the preceding year. This line is 
276 miles in length, and the party had to contend with many physical 
difficulties in the prosecution of the work. The work of constraction 
commenced in October, 1876, and the last post was erected before the 
close of the year. ‘The first office, that of Nowgong, was opened 
on the lst January, 1877, and the last office, that of Dibrugarh, was 
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opened on the 3lst March, 1877. The political value of this line, 
connecting, as it does, the head-quarters of the Province with districts 
where complications with savage border tribes are liable to happen at 
any moment, cannot be over-estimated, while, to that large portion of 
the mercantile community which is interested in the great tea industry 
of the Province, the connection with Calcutta by wire of the districts 
of the Assam Valley is a very -considerable boon. The Chief Commis- 
sioner considers the completion of this extension line to have been one 
of the most important events of the year 1876-77, as regards Assam. 


Much of the success of the undertaking was due to the fact of 
the removal of the divisional head-quarters from Purneah to Dhubri, 
and the consequent increased efficiency of the supervising agency. 


It was intended to have commenced the work of. re-construction 
of the line from Dhubri to Gauhati during the working season of 
1876-77, but financial considerations endened the postponement of this 
work necessary. The work will, it is hoped, be carried out during the 
ensuing working season. 


The Chief Commissioner hopes that before long there will be 
direct telegraphic communication between Gauhati and Mangaldai. 
From the latter place, the line could be readily extended to Tezpur. 


A branch extension of the line from Nigriting to Sosa is 
very desirable, as such extension would place a large number of planters 
mm communication with Calcutta, and the Political Officer, Naga Hills, in 
easy communication with Shillong. Colonel Keatinge hopes that this 
work will receive the serious attention of the Telegraph Department. 

The total amount realized on messages despatched from Assam 
during the year was Rs. 21,094, showing an increase of Rs. 2,468-10, 
as compared with the preceding year. 

There were some thefts of telegraph material on the Sylhet- 
Cachar line, but, unfortunately, none of the offenders were detected. 
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CHAPTER V. 


REVENUE AND FINANCE, 


A.—IMPERIAL REVENUE anp FINANCE. 


247. The eomng statements for 1875-76 and 1876-77 show 
that the net receipts of the Province on account of Imperial and 
Provincial Services, Local and Municipal Funds, were— 


Rs. 
In 1875-76 a ae w.  67,86,265 
In 1876-77 - ae .. 66,60,900 


Net falling off in 1876-77 oe 1,25,365 
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Account of the Gross and Net Revenue of the Province of Assam for the 
official year 1875-76. 




















| (Charges against income. 
| > 
| - | be a 
a \> e86 |2 
e | Se (85 Be 
8 1s8 lick S$ | eq 
Sources of Income. po $° SSe 3? Total. 
3 < b 3 | e 58 & s 
g | 2 | S83 (885 | 24 B/E 
3 Eee §855| a> E 
5 | Pos es g S| ec 3 
2 1 € | 389 sabe| $3 3s |2 
ej perf ps xz | 
Imperial. Re Re WN aid aig. | | Rs Re Re | Re 
Land revenue *e ee eee ee ee ee ee 33,73,576 18,179 7,287,504 57,496 8,13,179/25,60,397 | . 
PONE ss sb cada stedehwwaskbSwee eseouee owe 61,869) 1,154 62.243 ik pe 63,897; .... | 1,528 
Excise on spirits and drugs Sabececevevese 14,14.561 ‘960. 11,610; .... 12,570/14,01,991) 
Total “Territorial”...... 50,006! 20,293 8,11,357| 57,496 889.146 39 ,62,388! 1,528 
BONNE wavicdacicdivbvabickdascvs e*eeeee *** 5,15,716 1,458) 9,080 cece 10,538 5,05,178) 
Post-office Pee eee eee eee eee eee 1,09,610 1,28,742 eee 1,28,742 19,182 
; Miscellaneous........ 909) .. cess wees . eees 6,909, .. 
Law and justice .. / General fees, fines, and | 
forfeitures, 78,234/ 19,162 .... cee 12,162) 66,072! 
PONE nl bad adin cawaceoosceccedesdeck 12,616 .. eves sae se shin 12,616 
Receipts on account ‘of superannuation and 
compassionate allowances . re R84 ** “ref eee ree 884 
Gain by snags on transactions? ‘with 
London... erecevese eee eee eee eer eee eer | eee eee “* . ed eeee eeeese 
Miscellancous.. SOP eee eee eee #* 36,119 9,226 e esses 9,226 26,893 
Total Imperial.......... |56,10,094/ 43,139 9,49,179)| 57,496 10,49,814 45,80,940 20,660 
Provincial. 
Imperial allotment for Provincial Services |17,69,763) .. esos saws 17,69,768 
Jails “ee eee eter 32.9538 “* ** eee . . 82,953 
Registration eee eeeee 22,060 502 ree *** ** 602 21,558 
Departmental re-) Police .............. 4,277 Me asas ‘isan oe 5} 4,272 
ceipts. Education ......... 25.658} 6526 .... = : 526| 25,132 
Medical ee 1,047 . | “re “* "eee 1,047 
SNe Snsesdecs ae 1,242 73 . ewe 73 1,169 
Miscellaneous receipts ........cceeseeees 6,042} 230 .,.. 7 230| 4,812 
Public Works. ee ee eee eee ee fe ewww ee 3,712 “* . s 8,712 


i a ——- 











Total Provincial...... 18,65,754| 1,336 .... a4 1,336}18,64,418) .. 
Local Funds. 
Assam Localj Fon Oi cevstdivess eee ew ene 54,309 . eee ° 64,309 
Improvement Fund .............. 1,585,168) ae fs oo | 1,885,168 
District Post Fund eee ewe eee eeereeeeenee 9,2 “* “* * “* 9,264 
Cen. FSi ec ccciochnewseuces 8,087) .. eee enes 3,037 
Assam Williamson Educational Endow- 
ment Fund’............ eee weer ee ee ewnee 4,718 eeeer ee ee eee 4,718 
Total{LocalzFunds...... | 2,56,496|° .. eet tate! Voegsh, |. ad 4! ameos, | P SBOMSG! <. 


Total Provincial Service and Local Funds 
Municipalities 


Gross Receipts........ oe 








21,22,250 "1,336 336 1,386/21,20,914) .. 


05,071 


——— -  —-—-——- 





.——-- 


78,87,415) 44,475 949 a 57,496] .. [10,51,150/68,06,925/ 20,660 





20,660 
67,86,265 


Deduct net charges.... 
Net Receipts ...... 
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A.— Finance, 1.— Account of the Gross and Net Revenue of the Province 
of Assam for the official year 1876-77. 
































Charges against income. 
> 
cit if eee 
: £38 |S % EE 
BE Beaqulgs ze& 
#$ SSSEEOS [F°o| 
Sources of Income. : So (S88tlisa 8 | Total. 
$ fs ccaglse fas 3 
g d S5 s\88, |B 8 = z 
= Sesicé 2-8 = 
> | £ BEStleegeless e | 2 
2 | % SS5R\2658\29% S s 
S&S | a G Ee 4 | Zi Z 
Imperial. Rs | Re | Re Re | Re | Re Re | Re 
LANd TOVENUG ...ccccccccssccncsccccccene « |32,89,311 4,528) 7,98,836| - 46,973 8,50,337/24,88,974) .-. 
WORQHOR 6 6.50 53.5 Satbae a uieed F600.06c09 anise ace 81,568 163) 89,757) 2.6. 89,920) ...- 8,353 
Excise on spirits and drugs ......--.-.. 14,46,368 230) 11,642]... 11,872 a aa 
Total “Territorial” ...... |48,17,247| 4,921, 9,00,235 = 9,52,129|38,73,470) 8,352 
Stamps Stismmmeesnvese éiseacavssacetns 4,96,821| 1,496 9,462] .... a 10,958 4,85,863,  .. 
PoabMAG) ccbcdcsic cade biadvowechesies 117530} 7, |1,85:901| 12.2) 2. | 2,85,901| -.-- [28,87 
Miscellaneous...... 8,809; .. aeue eae ie ions 8.809, .. 
Law and justice ..{ General fees, fines,| 80,959|19,957) .... oe 19,957; 61,002 .. 
and forfeitures. 
SOGBECME ss o6.0.05.8 bR bi civce c cee sy ra¥d ede eeenes 7,186 east Saas ee 7,186, .. 
Receipts in aid of snperannuation ana com- | 
passionate allowances .......-..0eee008: 792 oace cece oe aces 792; .- 
Gain by exchange on transactions with 
London Cee ee weer eee eee ee eeeeeeeee 50 ee “se ener “* “eee 50) vo 
Mindellansous: ©. cavektvaneacsvicceppnsess 57,369 11,080 ee sears aie 11,080} 46,289 .- 
Total Imperial...... 55,86,763| 37,454 10,45,598) 46,973 11,30,025 44,83,461 26,723 


Services. 
PRI vations sion 33,299 


“* “* eee g35.299 ** 
Registration .. 22,221; 547) .oce ss 


547| 21,674 


125 6504 


Provincial. 
Imperial allotment from Provincial 16,69,788 .. sive reas ga eves |16,69,788 
Education .... 22,927) 


Departmental receipts. . \ ie tteeee 6,629 125) ...- 











. eee “eee “* seer 22.927 oe 

Medical ...... 1.889} ., pitas a ae: pote 1889, .- 

Printing’ s...ce. 2,904) .. melee Tr + sees 2,904 .. 

Miscellaneous receipts .......se05 sevcee 2,122; G60) ncn ane 669 1,453) .«- 

Public Works =” wae ebsulatlonnneete's 3,651; .. cous owes ce 2681 ** 

Total !’rovincial...... 17 65,430 1,341, . “+ | 1,341/17,64,089, .. 

Local Funds, 

Assam Local Fund ....... taSanwascnbae “1 62,054 : aan eece asee 054). «» 

District Improvement Fund ............ 2,70.517| .. pecs eece esse | 2,70,517) «- 

District Post Fund _...... aiewesu sales 9,301) . 3 ‘eee evee 9,301) .- 

Oantomment Fand | viscwccscvccscsenve 8,283) .. eawa eaee ° 8,233) .. 

Assam Williamson Educational Endow- 4,832) .. Pe — ons 4,832) .. 

ment Fund. | 

es | ee | | ES ee | Ee | | aD 

Total Local Funds 8,49,937 pets ld ond eee | 349,987) .. 
ne | i | a | a | es | Gs | Gite ——_— 

Grand Total Provincial Services and |21,15,567, 1,341) .... ae 5 1,841/21,14,026, .. 

Funds. 

a ek 

Municipalities ........ Secoceccceneeees 90,136) .. | eeee : | . 90,186) -- 
Gross Receipts...... Rae 38,795 ,10,45,598| 46,973 .. |11,31,366)66,87,623) 26,725 





Deduct net charges .. 26,723 


Net receipts .. »+ |56,60,900 
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The above-noted falling off is thus distributed -— 


—— 























| Net revenue in— Difference in~ 
Class of Revenne. = 
1875-76, 1876-77. | More. Less. 
| Re | Re Re Re 
Imperial sossscioicccsssideessvesecscvesssess | 45,60,280 | 44,56,738 | ...... 1,03 542 
ProviniCral 1 ccc caus cavecscootssenesceweewns 18,64,418 | 17,64,089 | —...... 1 00,329 
Local Finds inccccisswdewecscssnasvescaves 2,56,496 | 3,49.937 93,441}... 
Municipal Funds .............ccscseeseee 1,05,071 90,136 | ...... 14,935 
Total......... 67,86,265 | 66,60,900 93.441 ' 218,806 
Na re 
1,25.365 


These figures require, however, some explanation. In 1875-76, 
: Deputy-Commissioners of Lakhimpur and Kamrup omitted to 
educt from land revenue and to credit to Local Funds the 1-17th 
assignment granted to the latter for local improvements. The amount 
acpregates Rs. 60,600. This omission has been rectified in 1876-77, and 
throws out the comparison between the two years by double that sum. 
If it be eliminated, the falling off of Rs. 1,25,365 will be thus 
distributed :— 


a a 








More Less. 

Rs. Rs 
Imperial Services  ........cccsessececcescees sascececees MG;000:. |) -Satestaeton: 
Provincial Services .........ccccccscccccescccccscsccece | ceeceeees 1,00,329 
MOCK FUNGS escectis:, Sune neers senactewsaseetseseee | aaceuhtae 27,759 
Municipal Funda: ssincccescesectdossccswtssceie wewccecs | _sesesaate 14,935 
17,658 1,43,023 

Sone Oem ne es Sar EE | 
1,25,365 





The small increase under Imperial Services is due to a variety 
of causes. There is a net increase under the three heads classed as 
“Territorial revenue,” viz., land revenue, forests, and excise, as shown 


below, of Rs. 25,000:— 





1875-76. 1876-77, 
Ra, Ra. 
Net receipts.......cceee c1s ese coeeeeees 39,62,388 38,73.470 
INGE ChAT RG cicsii saris oxecnuiecsecawecas 1,528 8,352 
39,60,860 38,65,118 
Error of Rs. 60,600 ..........06 — 60,600 + 60,600 


. oe OCs oe 


39 00,260 39,25,718 
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This would have been much larger but for the growing expenditure 
of the Forest Department, which has _ absor all the forest 
revenue, including that collected by civil officers, and Rs. 8,300 
besides. On the other hand, the cost of the settlement of Jaintia, 
in the district of Sylhet, and of the la-kheraj survey, in the Assam 
Valley, are exceptional items of expenditure, and are not really charges 
of 1876-77, though the money was spent in that year. 


The decrease under Provincial Services of Rs. 1,00,329 1s 

Saas i7Bt%—3 Wing to a decrease in the allotment® from 

1876-71.......0ccee.. 1669,788 Imperial revenues. In 1875-76, there was a 

9078 large deficit, expenditure having unavoidably 

exceeded income. This deficit was met bya 

special allotment from the Government of India, which was not repeated 
in 1876-77. 


In 1875-76, also, certain recoveries were made from the Bengal 
Government on account of balances of Local and Municipal funds 
outstanding on lst April, 1874. No such recoveries being again made 
in 1876-77, the decrease in that year connected with those funds 1s 
thus accounted for. | 





248. The subjoined statement will show at a glance the chief 
Imperial heads which brought in a net revenue or surplus to the 
Administration in 1875-76 :— 

















Charges for | 
collection, 
including | ren pli 
tI Gross  |Refunds and (eid oo, ments andi T Net 
Sources of income. receipts. | drawbacks. fh 4 Extra. | treaties and otal. receipts. 
Assistant- eae 
Commis- : 
sioners. 
Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Re 
OB cecccccccscccs 83,75,576 18,179 7,37 604 57,496 8,138,179 25,60,397 
ast aaa cea rn eR Rees 14.14,561 960 11,6101 xaevex "12,571 | 14,01.991 
BtaMPS .ocsesrcccesccsseses 5,15,716 1,458 9,080 | ...... 10,538 8,05.178 
Miscellaneous 6,909 | neccee |  ceccee | ceveee | eevee 6,909 
Law and) General fees, 
justice...) fines, &c. 78,284 12162 | scecee sone 12,162 66,072 
Interest ...cccecsccccceceees 12,616 | weneee | ceceee | ceccee | seeces 12,616 
Miscellaneous ...cecccecsees 86,119 9,226 | wecsee | cvcces 9,226 26,893 











There were only two Imperial heads in 1875-76 in which the 
charges of administration and collection exceeded the receipts, viz:— 














_————————————eeoeeeoeaeaaooaaaeaee SS ae 
Refunds Charges for 
Gross Net 
receipts. | arawbacks| administration. | Toes" | charge. 
Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 
Frest® .ccccscscccsccessecssccsereres 61,869 | 1,154 62,243 | 65,397 1,528 


Post-office ........+- coacettanteaucse 1,09,610 | ...... 1,28,742 |1,28,742 | 19,132 
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The combined deficit under both the above heads amounted in 
round figures to Rs. 20,000. 
In 1876-77 the chief surplus Imperial heads were— 





ee 








Charges for 
Refunds| ection, includ- oat eae 
Heads. Gross and ing A Dee: ments under Total Net 
receipts. | draw- ant y Extra- treaties fs receipts. 
backs. Assisfant-Com- and enmeee: 
oners. men 
EES sapere 
Re Re Re Re Re Re 
Land revenue ...ccccccscccccs $2,389,311 4,528 7,98,836 46,973 8,50.887 24,88,974 
Wchee 56.5 ecsess chic evekiccosic 14,46,368 | 230 11,642 cd 11,872 | 14,384,496 
BRMMNPS 2.2 ence cccccvess sxcone 4,96,821 | 1,496 9,462 anne 10,958 4,85,863 
Law and Miscellaneous .... 8,809] .... wees aes vase 8,809 
justice ote — fees and 80,939 19,957 ecaen eeeae 19,957 61,002 
Interest .....ccccccccccccccens 7,186 | .... gene eae owe 7,186 
Migcallancous ..cccccccccccees §7,369 | 11,080 sues eas 11,080 46,289 


and the two deficit heads were— 


Net deficit. 
Forests .cccccsccsccccccccsees 81,668 168 ‘89,757 oeee 89,920 8,352 
Post-office 22. cc cccccccssccces. 1,17,580 | oe. 1,865,901 cone 1,385,901 18,871 


The net transactions of the two years are compared below:— 











| Net surplus. 1876-77. 1875-76. 

Rs. Rs. 
Land reventie  ..ccccccccccscncccccccccccccecces Net surplus. | 24,38,974 25,60,397 
EXcise......cccccess peveeseresen gueaseeeave eonues Ditto. 14,34,496 14,01,991 
Btamps .......0.-..000 sdcnconsionsiccceness beatin Ditto. 4,85,863 §,05,178 

Law and justice— 

Miscellaneous Posecegecoesn Con eecoosatocece Di tto. 8,809 6 909 
Fees and fines ........ pedewudes pecainies Ditto. 61,002 66,072 
Interest OGe 006 of SeeeeoeeeeGvoeecGseseonengeeesee eeeuee Ditto. 7,186 12,616 
Miscellaneous ..... Sebacdacucasdsceeeseescennie Ditto. 46,289 26,893 
Forests ...... sGactaasacesusaes ise dopeeatantanee Net charge. 8,352 1,528 
Poat-office ...... seceeseeests eaaeauy saceeeneceeeae Ditto. 18,371 19,132 





The falling off in the surplus land revenue has been already 
explained as having been caused by an omission to debit in the accounts 
of the preceding year the 1-17th assignment for local improvements, 
amounting to Rs. 60,600; rectifying this mistake, there is a difference 
of only Rs. 223 in the net surplus land revenue of the two years. There 
is an important decrease of Rs. 20,000 in the stamp revenue, which is 
variously accounted for by various officers. It is remarkable that a 
similar decrease appears to have occurred in most other parts of India, 
and has been ascribed in some provinces to evasion of stamp duty. 
Similar causes may, perhaps, have been at work here. The subject is 
receiving attention. 
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249. The following statement still farther exhibits the financial 


position of Assam in 1876-77 :— 


A.—Finance, 2.— Account of Expenditure from the net income of the 
Province of Assam for the official year 1876-77 and thot preceding 2. 



































Amounts. 
Subject of Expenditure. 
1875-76. 1876-77. 
Imperial. Rs. Rs. 
Interest on Savings Banks and other accounts ......... 2,660 3,186 
Civil and Political Seep eamcn can and contingencies— 2,78,191 3,07,180 
1875 1876-77. 
Administration............... 1,66 342 1,79,699 
Minor establishment. ...... . 22.504 15,627 
Ecclesiastical ...........+.- ; 12,129 17,006 
Medical .........ccccccccscesces 57,413 65,069 
POLICAL iseseves:. -  aesvasess 19,803 29,779 
Total......... 2,78,191 3,07,180 
Judicial charges, courts, &C. .........ccccsccessscereneeses s+ | = 483,220 4,84,367 
Superannuation and retired allowances.............0 costes 33,173 37,890 
Miscellaneous 20. ss0cicscsssssessusessessecessessvsssness apavenses 13,142 10.705 
Allotments for Provincial Services  ........ccesceeeeseeees 17,69,763 16,69,788 
Total Imperial...... 25,80,149 23,13,1lu 
PROVINCIAL SERVICES AND LocaL Funps. es 
Provincial. 
Jail COOeeeeesessd ecccvccesoceeore CO reese eeceve “SeeHeerrocceresoeeeeE 1 22,237 1 15, 742 
Registration .........scssseeee sbeuecinecusslevenus Sdiggseeiecsst ; 21,622 18, 657 
Police ........ pabansunns ieeseveus shieecast eeeleudacwusidssenieceietes 5,71,165 5,91, 599 
Education .........cssceeseeee pawetiteees Sea dsiagessapenadonteess 1,83,421 1,68,104 
Medical ........... ieaweeless Souengvacnelensreses Waa vawecumnuegecaes 18.398 30,322 
PRINUDD ° ssicvsasesessancestavasseierxsans cebu jeu soud sans sseveuesaas 24,955 18,822 
Minor establishment ......... siGhesreseeunns ddenidoues ewseanescas 26,560 19,230 
Office rents, rates and taxeS .........csccocseccccccccscccees 5,500 7,044 
MiscellaneouS.......ceccccccsccessceeccscecs aeieutahavinwenanteieee 34,835 28.036 
CONtHDUNIONG: siicdcasdasveisccewcewtsveetes odind, Wadeovertudeeosads 17,797 30,928 
Pablic WOrkS scccecsesescdicccssscavexessent ieqvackavedvec a bnees 849,504 6,49,562 
| 
Total Provincial...... 18,75,994 16,78,046 
Local Funds. aE Aee 
Assam Local Funds ......... devesipavesasweneses Scesupeiunasasies 36,824 53,769 
Janprovement, PUN -csissscscsseevssancchsannc besvatae aaviasees 3,32,393 2,78, 039 
District: Post: Fund: - scssssave.<cscenccacanceesatesenvorsusacsees 9,489 9,498 
Cantonment Fund.. 1,603 2,673 
Assam Williamson Educational Endowment Fund 4,647 5 '334 
Total, Local Funds..............00.0008 | §,84,956 | 3 3,49 313 
Total, Provincial Services and Local Funds......| 22, a 950 20,27 7,359 
Municipalities ............ dddveseeedae susacsPnensieees ecaseseiwes 3,295 "25, 948 
Grand Total......sssesssoseseesoes 49,04,394 49,04,894 | 46 46,16,423 
Net receipts as in Statement No. 1 .........c.cccceseceees ~ 67,8 86,265 ~ 66 ,60,900 
SUR DING: heii ee wtatalssngvexseets su dbestadsdoctusaadepaeewees 18, 81 171 20,44,477 
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The preceding statement shows the expenditure of the Province from 
its net income. It will be observed that in 1875-76 there was a surplus 
on account of Imperial and Provincial Services and Local and Munici- 
pal Funds of Rs. 18,81,711; while in 1876-77 the surplus on account of 
these funds was Rs, 20,44,477, showing an improvement in the latter 
year of Rs. 1,62,766. The figures may be thus distributed :— 











1875-76, 1876-77. 
Class of revenne ——_ =f a er i — ——— as > 
and charges, Net revenue, Expenditure, Net revenue, Expenditur 
| Statement | Statement |Surplus.| Deficit. | statement | Statement |Surplus.| Deficit. 
Al. EE. | A i. A2 | 
item ama pte nn ae t oe ES een pa | 7 
a i Ra Re | Re Re | Rs Re 
I rial 45,60, 280 25 .80,149 |19,80,131| ...... 144 56,738 25,13,116 (19.438, 
Provincial ........ 18,64,418 16. T6:004. |} ccéiece 11,576 17,64,089 | 16.78,046 6,043] ...... 
MUA Cangtocsases 256496 BBL O56 | cecccc 1 A 937 | 8.49.318 ( 
Municipal ...s.se. 1,05,071 | 63.295 G1.776) ~ cnc 10.136 48 14,1 





| | | 18.81.87] 20,44 477 
| 


Under Imperial revenue, there was a surplus in 1875-76 of 
Rs. 19,80,131; but from this must-be deducted the erroneous credit 
of Rs. 60,600, referred to above. The same amount must _ be 
added also to the surplus of 1876-77, which has been reduced by having 
to bear the deduction of revenue necessary to amend this error. The 
correct comparison between the two years is as shown below :— 





Rs. 
1875-76 COGCCCEHOS CEOTHOSEEE BESSA Ee BHCEHLECESECEEEESEELES 19,19,531 
TS(G21E. cessescursvocensectsanedesibsiecerreseeasianas 20,04,222 
Improvement in 1876-77 —....ssesseeevevereeseees 84,691 
This improvement is thus accounted for— 

Improvement in net revente  .........ececeeeeeeeeeee 17,000 
Decreased expenditure — ........ ceccsesscsescescoeece 67,000 

84,000 





The decreased expenditure referred to above is accounted for by the 
statement already made,—that in 1875-76 there was a large Provincial 
Service deficit; which was met by an increased allotment, which is 
debitable to Imperial Services. No such allotment was made in 
1876-77. This accounts fora decreased expenditure of one lakh, so that 
there has been an increase under other heads of about Rs. 33,000. 


P 
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The increased expenditure of Rs. 33,000 may thus be appor- 


tioned, viz. :— 
Increase. Decrease. 


Ra. Ra. 
ACMiniStration -cicsesetecinlesasene es wetiaiaatet ag 13,000 __...... 
Miitor: DePArtniOnts :ccscersaccscscnscesterceweseess .4veres 7,000 
Fe GCClCSIAUICIL! cicsiaceescbeedeiea tend soteentencacssee 5,000 sa. ae 
NICKIGAL: -whsdenisetun cared Sete tcawedeas eres vamos 8,000... ‘ 
PICA, coh. iocuteaaleuhaebaccoussuee wencaseeles 10,000 a... 
Loaw and JUSIIOC= © deceesds cdacteinnsseetatnonadaan's LjQQQ  seseae 
UMGTATIMMALION: 226 c4censeeaeewidaveds au siarwnes 5,000 sa... 
Miscel WiCOUSiesuiaci ven tnia se eeapevaseweeneeseuse. “deans 2,000 
TOLL. -‘aunsadusauvabocniansewdyeeureds ceceeee 42,000 9,000 
_— 
33,000 





Rs. 8,000 of the increase under “Administration” are accounted for 
by the increase in the pay of the Secretary from Ls. 16,000 to Rs. 24,000 
per annum, The remainder is on account of increased charges for 
establishments, &c. 

Under “Minor Departments,” the decrease is accounted for by the 
discontinuance of the coal explorations in Assam, and by the transfer of 
the charges on account of the Sadiya fair to Provincial Services. 


The inerease under “Ecclesiastical” is owing to the promotion of the 
Shillong chaplain from the rank of junior to that of senior chaplain, to 
the re-appointment of a minister at Dibrugarh, and to the increase in 
the pay of the minister at Cachar. 

Under “Medical” the increase is due to the employment during the 
year of officers of higher grade pay than in 1875-76. Some of the 
officers employed in 1875-76 have carned increments, which tend to 
swell the total charge to the Province for medical officers. | 


Under “ Provincial Services” the chief difference is under Public 


r "kG f ? wf . ‘ 
© 1875-76, Deficit 11,576 Works. The expenditure was nearly two 
1876-77, Surplus 86,043 lakhs less in 1876-77 than in 1875-76. The 
Better in 1876-77, Rs. 97,619 Chief Commissioner had received instructions 





to bring the expenditure within the assets, and 
the strictest economy was ordered under every head. Compared with 
1875-76, there is a saving in 1876-77 under— 


Rs. 
Reristrationsvicccssvedessscsassvaoawe Leeiiaeceaseus Keseuaedeevecs 2,965 
eV ALIS cctrnt sas vaawednaaauanadees cums cases onsslve tue cseee pees means 6,495 
Education....... a nla bed Raven bapuwdaanieiedeswecieas seaueet ues 15,317 
PPIUNE rote sieabiavwnduakonedoutecuconusleceuscaxeagesdabentamericn ~ 6,133 
Minor establish nents ...........cccecccccsccseccccccccscceccsce 7,330 
MIsCeH anus viccccs: waves vee dadndiaredeeveseace weisecvunvetedenes 6,799 
PUbMC WOLKS siscasessawsensuidvesss Abieeeaatunveateeseiaanete 1,99,942 

and an increase under— 

DGMICOM cect uie chi veuss doaacd ees seuneancdeossanvasdesecnctea 20,434 
NICUICAP “usd catiupetadawenus Loniseecueseantencsenes uibeaiawenai’ent . 11,924 
OMGG: PON bigkesioiscultacsenaacicudwtecand soekeeuw edeodaadeok <b 1,544 
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The increase under “Police” is accounted for by payments made 
for rifles issued from the arsenal at Fort William, and by the appoint- 
ment of an Inspector-General of Police. Special additions to the Pro- 
vincial Service allotment were made by the Government of India for 
these services. The increase under “ Medical ”’ is accounted for by the 
establishment of a lunatic asylum at Tezpur, and by arrear charges 
for medicines. 


Under “Office rent,” there was acharge of Rs. 1,304 for the 
settlement office at Sylhet ; and under ‘ Contributions” there are some 
arrear charges. 


It will be noticed that there was a deficit under Local Funds in 
1875-76 and a surplus in 1876-77. This is chiefly due to increased 
revenue. The expenditure also has been kept down where economy 
was necessary. Coming to details of these funds, it may be mentioned 
that the expenditure of the Assam Local Fund in 1876-77 shows an 
increase over the expenditure in 1875-76, viz. :— 





Rs. 
VAU6- 07. cscseceacsaucsacesseroraacteauctcntiassthesssees ssensens 53,769” 
B75. 16 ose; vac usiel ctv senses niaassatwcsenserissaeaseuibGaucctees 36,824 
16,945 





the increased expenditure being warranted by the flourishing 
condition of the fund. The chief items which thhave caused this increase 
are as follows. A net sum of Rs. 12,930 was debited to this fund on 
account of the tonga and bullock train service, viz.:— 


Re. <A. P. 

CUS ROG sosextesii scvacencss on socecodeucedesdseussedecersavens 18,148 7 9 
RECOIPLR. “alasc des ssnoseaeseecsersas soedenbencunseasseasesosnen 5,217 13 6 
NO epee tecsatsenuwicsecces 12,930 10 3 








A contribution of Rs. 5,000 was also given from the Assam Local 
Fund to the Naga Hills District Improvement Fund. The charges of 
the District Improvement Fund, on the other hand, show a decrease, 





us :— 
Bes. 
1875-76 is eo oD ies 3,32,393 
1876-77 seh sila en sai 2,78,039 
Decrease sie 64,354 





The expenditure upon Public Works in the former year was abnormally 
high, owing to the large credit balances standing over from 1874-75. 
The remaining heads for no remark. 


@ 
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250. The following statement shows the “ways and means” of the 


Province for 1876-77 :— 


A.—Finance, 3.— Account of Cash Receipts and Disbursements of the 
treasuries of the Province of Assam for the year 1876-77. 






































Receipts. | Amount. Expenditure. Amount. 
1 
Re | Re 
Cash balance of last year ........ aioe $1 ,48,274 | 
IMPERIAL. 
IMPERIAL. ; 
Rs. Expenditure as per Statement No.3..| 25,135,116 
Net revenue, as per statement 
NOM 4c oid svuawedsee ees 44,83,461 44.56.7328 
Leas revenue charges against orn | = 
income, as per No. I. ....6. 26,723 . 
Repayments of misccllaneons advances | Miscellaneous advances and advances 
and advances to cultivators ........ sis 65,109 to cnitivators......... ccc ce eceeees 64,484 
Deposite s<swecvacwsencevdees greece: 6,05,006 || Repayments of deposits .......0..6. 4,530,310 
Suspense ACCOMUNES....cerececcscces ewes 7,599 | Suspense acoountB 2... cceesecrcccnee 11.430 
Bills drawn on other LOCK 26 6055s dee ws 1,93,355 i: Bills discharged Local _........ 1,736,954 
treasuries, Other Governments 9,87 104 a ee nee 2 ) Other Govern- 
Local cash remittances. .....cccccccccces 21.84,871 OPBeT EECOEUTAEE: ments ...... 64.20.4468 
Public Works Departinent......cccccees 9,09,482 | Local cash remittances .....eceeeee 21,35,417 
Ditto Telegraph 28,705 || Public Works Department .......... 9,31.609 
Other Governments, { Money Orders .... 2.814.417 Ditto Telegraph ..... etree 75,760 
Civil. Miscellaneous .... 48,78,056 '' Other Governments, { Money Order .. 1,29, 483 
Military Department .............cee0- 1,65,923 Civil. Miscellaneous .. 544.468 
—-. Military Department ............000+ 9,83,950 
Total Imperial ......| 1,41,16,365 e —_-——— 
—- Total Imperial...... 1,44,17,434 
PROVINCIAL SERVICES AND LOCAL —_-— 
FUNDS, 
PROVINCIAL SERVICES AND LOCAL 
Receipts, as per Statement No, I. ....,. 21,14,026 FUNDS. 
Advances recoverable ......... EChae uns 2,378 
Buspense account ....scepecececvcccee 53,198 || Expenditure, as per Statemcnt No. 2... 20,27,359 
Permanent advances .....-.sccccgecces eeueee Advances recoverable =. sew eee Pax 1,573 
Cash recoveries .....cccccccrcccccsccecs 2,142 || Suspense nocount ......... eae a 5 
SS — Permanent advances eeooeecenee eesneeoe eeoere 
Total Provincial Services and Local Cash recoveries......ccecscsacccccees 2,142 
Funds esee@eecoeoaeevseevpeaeovoeeaeseeoeese eo easeeege 21,71,741 { 
—_—- Total, Provincial Services and Local —_ 
Municipalities, as per Statement No. 1... 90,136 NOG hie rs tscd cies ese awas nwa hawes 20,82 .656 
Grand Total ...... 1,95,26,516 || Municipalities, as per Statement No. 2. 75,948 
Deduct disbursemente ,..,...cscccevees 1,65,76,038 
an a @rand Total. eouce 1 65,76,038 
Cash balance atend of the year ........ |  29,50,478 








The year, it will be 


observed, opened with a cash balance of 


Rs. 31,48,274. It met an aggregate expenditure of Rs. 1,65,76,038, 
its total receipts fram all sources were Rs. 1,95,26,346, and the closing 


cash balance was therefore Rs. 29,50,478. The 


oe of the 


resource arrangements of Assam having been explained in the last 
Administration Report, it is not necessary to go over the same ground 


again. It is sufficient to say, in connection with this subject, that in 
1876-77 the cash remittances in coin and notes to and from the 
Province were as follows :— 


Bs. 
Received from Bengal .......s..0.seeceeeees Sebidsaseseesvaveyeus’ 00,00,000 
” TCG: ssses dev depesconccsd eivasewtsessaaseataee. C00 08E 
Total  .........eeee0006 3¢,13,042 


Sent to India in large notes ......... sscscsseceesesee cosssesee 2,89,000 
Total ........cesreceese 34,24,042 
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This shows a falling off from the previous year. The figures for 
the past three years are— 





Rs. 
1874-75 a i ” .. _ 82,37,000 
1875-76 a hs o oe .. -41,18,180 
1876-77 - sh i . —-B4,24,042 
The supply-bill transactions, however, show an increase, thus— 
Rs, 
PRIG: cccessasicesnarsseeeneesenconrss eines caudal a deadenuaeenees 63,19,113 
Tssued -csssesessaceseces sinigis Weaha d, daa bessioneuaboenesteeades Macs eeeas 7,53,660 
Nets ccsdocteeaucutates 55,65,453 
The last three years’ figures are— 
Rs, 
1874-75 - a o ..  46,32,000 
1875-76 ae See wes age 48,00,940 
1876-77 ses : 55,65,453 


The net sum supplied to the Military Department was rather 
less than in previous years. The figures for the three years are— 


Rs. 
1874-75 a 7 e .. -10,52,080 
1875-76 ies aie be e 851,910 


1876-77 a - 818,027 


The supplies to the Telegraph Department were, on the other hand, 
larger than usual, owing, peeves to the capital charges for extending 
the line towards Dibrugarh. 


The following are the figures for the three years :— 


Rs. 
1874-75 oe Ss is es 24,220 
1875-76 es =H ie - 21,140 
1876-77 mae a os .. 47,055 
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251. In the foregoing paragraphs, the accounts of the Province 
have been dealt with as a whole. They will now be explained more in 
detail, following the arrangement in last year’s report, under the separate 
heads of — 

(1.) Imperial Civil Revenue. 

(2.) Ditto Expenditure. 

(3.) Provincial Revenue. 

(4.) Local Funds. 

(5.) Municipal Revenue. 
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252. The following statement exhibits the Imperial civil revenue 
of 1876-77, as compared with that of 1875-76 :— 














Head of Revenue. . _ 1875-76. 1876-77. Increase. | Decrease. 
Rea Re Re | Re 
I. Land revenue .......ccccccccccsccccccccvccs 38,73,576 $2,89,311 eases 84.265 
TEL. “FOV: canieeswedsenccnees te ehawen ca ceawss 61,869 81,568 19.699 aces 
IV. Excise on spirits and drugs........cceseceees 14,14,561 14,46,368 31,807 eats 
BA... BURT DIG™ coc x55 sas ads hace cota neeae kere sions 5,16,716 4,96,821 eas. 18,895 
MT; , POStOMees 65.e6sirss cbs Sawewe vecwiweee ne ee 1,09,610 1,17.530 7,920 éaae 
XIII. Taw and justic® ..... ccc ccc cc cvcnccccecn 85.143 89,768 4,625 ive 
MV 11> IRCOPeSt os oss oe boos bin cas dave wesenceswee ce 12,616 7,186 a wharves 5,420 
XVIII. Receipts in aid of superannuation, &c. ...... 884 792 salets 92 
XIX. Gain by exchange on transactions with ‘ates 50 50 
London 
XX. Miscellaneous ......cccccccccccccvncescccces 86,119 67,369 21,250 Se 
Total css siaciiseaeois 56,10,094 65,86,763 85,351 1,08,682 
Net decrease ...... 23,331 


Land Revenue.—This decrease has already been explained as being 
apparent only, being due to an omission to debit to this head in the 
preceding year’s accounts a sum of Rs. 60,600, which should have been 
credited to Local Funds. This sum has accordingly been debited 
against the revenue of 1876-77. The real amount of land revenue 
in 1875-76 was therefore Rs. 33,12,976, and for 1876-77 Rs. 33,49,911, 
showing an actual increase of Rs. 36,935. ° 


Forests.—Increase, Rs. 19,699, owing to increased revenue from 
timber removed from the forests by consumers. The Forest Depart- 
ment now charges all other public departments for all timber cut for 
them on Government land. Such charges were not made in previous 
years, hence the increase. 


Excise.—Increase, Rs. 31,807. This increase is on account of 
“License and distillery fees and duties on sale of liquors and drugs. 
The sale of excise opium was about the same in both years. 


Stamps.—This decrease has already been noticed. 


Post-office.—Increase, Rs. 7,920, owing to improved revenue 
caused by extended operations. There was, however, a per contra 
increase in expenditure of Rs. 7,159. 


Law and Justice.—Increase, Rs. 4,625. About Rs. 2,000 of this 
increase is on account of “ Sale-proceeds of unclaimed and_ escheated 
property.” The remainder is under “ Magisterial fines.” 


Interest.—Decrease, Rs. 5,430. Receipts under this head vary 
greatly from year to year. Interest. is received only on account of 
arrears of “ Sale-proceeds of waste lands.” As the balances are paid 
up, receipts under this head will decrease. 


Miscellaneous.—Increase, Rs. 21,253, due to increased receipts oD 
account of a expenses in connection with waste land applications, 
and on account of exceptional recoveries of law charges in the district 


of Goalpara. 
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IMPERIAL CIVIL EXPENDITURE. 


253. In the table below the Imperial Civil expenditure in 1876-77 
is compared with the same expenditure in 1875-76 :— 























Head of Charge. 1875-76, 1876-77, Increase. Decrease. 
' Re | Re Res. Rs. 
Interests on savings banks and other accounts ........ 2,660 3,186 626 ween 
Refunds and drawbacks ......-ccccccsccccccccccscseee 43,139 37,454 ae 5,685 
Tend TECODNC  oi56 cbc hot oiceos Feeieeedae beens eee eek 7,37 504 7,98,836 61,832 
POPCRG oo okies ii de sinee oer ekd cae S ehw daw eee cemaw ees 62,243 89,757 27,514 
BXCIGO? foe's os sect nd wir Vesa ee Rwaena seen oe tan ee eAad eles 11,610 11,642 82 . 
aslo. wilds d e's (ow ww lee 10 06110 0i0.0.08 01618 Wee le elGeiwere cose e's 9,080 9,462 382 
SRiN ae SEC ON R UO RENN Sees eee sess eee cae es 1,28,742 1,35,901 7,159 ee 
Administration ......00.cccccccscccccccccccccccsccccs 1,66,342 1,79,699 18,357 Sates 
Minor departments 2.2... .cccescccccssscscsscvccccvecse 22,: 15,627 6,877 
LOW ONG TUStIOR: ako ic sckbeccdeneeeeceseeereeeearses ss 4,83,220 4,84,367 1,147 aiae a 
AGal vce co ran ewes eksd house aecus ounce es 12,129 17,006 4,877 
OCA as 6 eiciikksie eink obs a65 8 We MAR FE ER wes e eRe e eee ES 57,413 65 069 7,656 
Seabee ee Kaho We Ses o6e OE se ee sa ee ees 19,803 29,779 9,976 seen 
Allowances and assignmentS .....0-cceseccccseceeces 57,496 46,973 10,523 
Saperanmuations .....ccccccccccccsccccrcccccsccccees 33,173 37,890 waters 
Miscellaneous ......ccccccccccccsccccccccccccsssccsccs 13,142 10,705 2,437 
Allotment for Provincial Services ...........cceccseee 17,69,763 16,69,788 99,975 
Total sessie ctaeacdsausees 36,39,963 | 36,483,141 1,28,675 1,25,497 
Ne ac ees 
Net increase - 8,178 


Refunds and drawbacks.—Decrease, Rs. 5,685. In 1875-76 the 
refunds on account of land revenue were exceptionally large. This 
fact, and the ordinary fluctuations in this very uncertain item of charge, 
account for the decrease in 1876-77. 


Land revenue.—The increase has already been explained. 


Forests.—Increase, Rs. 27,514. Rs. 12,000 of this increase 
represent increased charges on account of ‘Conservancy and works.” 
The remainder (Rs. 16,000 in round numbers) represents increased 


establishment charges. It is due to extension of the operations of the 
Department. 


Post-office.—Increase, Rs. 7,159, owing to extended operations. 


The increased charges under “ Administration,” “ Ecclesiastical,” 
and “ Medical,” and the decrease under “ Minor Departments,” have 
already been explained in detail, and the trifling decrease under “ Law 
and Justice’ requires no explanation. ? 


Political Agencies.—Increase, Rs. 9,976. The cost to the Province 
on account of the Imperial Assemblage at Delhi was Rs. 11,800. The 
cost of the public rejoicings on the 1st January was Rs. 3,700. Total, 
Rs. 15,500. The difference between this amount and the increase shown 
in the accounts ander the whole major head is caused by decreased 
‘* Miscellaneous political charges for diet of hill tribes, &c.”’ 


Allowances and assignments.— Decrease, Rs. 10,523 A decrease of 
Rs. 6,000 is owing to Rajah Kandarpesvar Singh having drawn his 
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pension at Calcutta. The remainder of the decrease is, apparently, due 
to the fact that some arrears were paid in 1875-76. No such arrear 
payments having been made in 1876-77, there is a comparative 
decrease. 


None of the other iteins call for remark here. 


I.—LAND REVENUE. 


254. The number of land revenue paying estates on the revenue- 
roll at the close of the year under report was 
5,08,857, being an increase of 24,153 over the 
figures of the preceding year. ‘The increase is principally due to 
extension of cultivation. Of the above-mentioned estates, 50,842 are 
permanently settled, all situated in Sylhet, except 17 in Goalpara and 
one ih the Garo Hills, and the rest are settled temporarily, mostly under 
the annual Assam settlements. 


Ordinary land revenue. 


The total demand on account of land revenue for the year was 
Rs. 32,15,410, of which Rs. 30,380,994 represent the current demand and 
Rs. 1,84,416, the arrear demand on account of the previous year. The 
current demand, as compared with that of the previous year, shows an 
increase of Its. 1,13,911, due to the extension of cultivation and to the 
re-settlement of estates at enhanced rentals. Out of the total demand, 
Rs. 30,52,750 were collected and Rs. 4,689 remitted, leaving at the 
close of the year a balance of Rs. 1,57,971, against a balance of 
Rs. 1,80,385 in the previous year. 


Of the total balance, Rs. 1,04,420 in Sylhet were not recoverable 


SGcchae?  weacss 5.200 by law within the vear, Rs. 4,263 are irre- 
Ce verses BONS coverable, and the remainder (Rs. 49,288*) is 
Kamrup —s seeeee a ” realization. C7 4 f 
er eo acai 1 course of realization. A large portion o 


this sum has been realized since the close of 
“— the year. The districts of Kamrup, Darrang, 
Nowgong, and Sibsgar, and the hill districts, show a clear _balance- 
sheet. 





255. The main sources from which miscellaneous land revenue is 
derived in this Province are (1) elephant 
mehals, (2) fisheries, (3) lime-quarries, (4) 
poll-tax, (5) house-tax, (6) fines on fiscal officers. In Assam Proper 
the current demand of the year under this head was Rs. 2,23,650, 
or Rs. 65,146 less than the amount payable in the previous year. The 
decrease is partly due to the fact of all the elephant mehals in 
Darrang, Nowgong, and Sibsagar, and some of the mehals in 
Lakhimpur, having been allowed to rest during the year, and partly to 
the exclusion from the demand of 1876-77 of the sums which, though 
due on account of the year, were not legally recoverable before its close. 


Of the total demand, inclusive of arrears, a sum of Rs. 2,46,234 
was collected, and Rs. 964 were remitted, leaving a balance of 


Ra. 37,272, distributed as follows :— 


Miscellaneous land revenue. 
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Rs. 
C1.) Elephant mebals...............ccccccocccscccccccccccrocscnes 2,800 
C2.) Fishery: Gitte cs ivsssiccsscscasvedecestiaswesstadevecceneses 16,192 
CB) POMAK wcccenvesieteds iwentnrndaertaeeren eskaveatnesiesenncass 1,562 
(4.) House-tax ......... nscinsisldciinauaeaeen obasnusiesesueeaneswesns 1,504 
(5.) Fines under Act XX. of 1848 ..............ccecseesceees 16,214 


The balances under the heads (2) and (5) were chiefly due from Sylhet, 
and could not be realized, owing to all the formalities in connection with 
the procedure under Act VII. (B.C.) of 1868 not having been completed 
within the year. The whole of this amount, as well as the amount under 
head ‘‘(1) Elephant mehals,” is in course of realization. Of the amount 
under the head “(4) House-tax,’’ Rs. 209 have been realized since the 
close of the year, Rs. 104 remitted, and Bs. 758 are in course of 


realization. 


The remainder of the balance, and the whole amount under 


h:ad “(3) Poll-tax,” is of doubtful recovery. 


IL—SOUBOES OF IMPERIAL REVENUE OTHER THAN LAND. 


SECTION I.—OPIUM. 


256. The revenue realized from opium in this Province consists of 
(1) the net price of opiam supplied by the Board of Revenue, Lower 
Provinces, for sale in this Province, and (2) of the fees levied on licenses 
for the retail vend of the drug, and of the preparations therefrom 


(madat and chandu). 


During the year under review, the collections under these heads 


Re. 
® Ket f és 
Lu price of oplam 1,832,594 


? Of this eum Re. 19,713 were 

collected in advance for 1877-78, 
f Inclusive of Rs. 2,046 arrear 
om account of past 


years, and Re. 1,364 realised in 
advance for 1876-77. 


figares are obtained :-— 


@eevneeende 





12,2181 
1,696 
wn i 


Total. .13:22,52b 
Ryman aca ponaD RI, 


POSTHHETCHSHHPEHKSHHHEHESHHHEHFEVT ER HELORES REELS 


. 


amounted to Rs. 12,33,300,* or nearly 86 
per cent. of the total excise revenue of the 

ovince, The amount realized in 1875-76 was 
Rs. 12,25,141. 

Deducting from the above total colleo- 
tions the arrear realizations and the advance 
payments on the one hand, and adding to them, 
on the other hand, the amounts realized in 
advance in previous years on account of 
the years under comparison, the following 


Re. 


12.23,510 (a) 
12,21,871 (d) 


pf 1875-16 pajd in advance in 1674-75 
; i balaos woreahisea.” me 
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Rs. 
(6) 12,328,300 total collections. 





Deduct ........ 12,712 advauce for 1877-78. - 
and 1 arrear collection. 
12,20 587 
BOG vcecssuvines 1,284 revenue of 1876-77 realised in advance in 1878-76. 


Total. .12,21,871 





Deducting from these amounts, again, the cost of conveying opium 
which was in 1875-76 Rs. 13,764, and in 1876-77 Rs. 12,319, the net 
revenue of the two years will be as follows:— 


Rs. 
TT 8-1 Ov ccorcdonceceaiewaacne ces oecooasna see neweedk 12,09,746 
TET 620 E wossdedecexsccncusl ives wersassteeesieei nce 12,09,552 
Decrease in 1876-77...... 194 





Thus, on the whole, the net revenue has remained almost 
stationary. ‘This result is satisfactory, in so far that, while the consump- 
tion has, as will be presently seen, been checked, the revenue has not 
diminished to any appreciable extent, and so, as regards opium, the object 
of the excise system, which is to raise as large an amount of revenue 
from intoxicating liquors and drugs as is compatible with the dis- 
couragement of their use, has heen attained. 


257. 1,689 maunds of opium were imported during the year under 
review; 909 maunds 24 seers remained in store at the close of the 
preceding year; the total quantity in store during the year wag thus 
2,598 maunds 24 seers; of this quantity, 1,793 maunds 38 seers were 
issued to retail vendors during the year, leaving at its close 804 maunds 
26 seers in stock. 


258. The following table shows the number of shops open, and the 
quantity of opium sold, in each district of the Province during the last 
two years :— 


Number of shops. Quantity sold. 





1878-76. 1876-77, 1875-76, 1876-77. 





Mads. Bra: Mas. &rs. 

64 27 43 17 

97 8&7 1 a 1 

141 74 16 63 
504 277 25 23 «8 
457 255 83 252 16 
448 260 80 263 38 
709 496 26 478 39 
876 3044 25 
47 5 36 3 19 

9,888 | 1,874 38 | 1,793 38 





There was a general falling off, both in the number of shops and 
in the consumption of the drug. This was owing to the enhancement, 
during the year, of the selling price of opium from Rs. 23 to Rs. 24 in 
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the Assam Valley distriets, in order to equalize the price throughout the 
Province, and to the raising of the rate of license-fee from Rs. 12 to 
Rs. 18 per annum, with a view to reduce the number of shops for the sale 
of opium, which seemed excessively large, undue facility for obtaining 
the drug being thus afforded. These measures were adopted as a 
preliminary to the introduction, in the following year, as desired by the 
Government of India, of the system of sale by auction of the monopoly 
of the vend of opium. 


Out of the 1,793 mds. 38 srs. of opium issued during the year, 
483 mds. 33 srs., in the Assam Valley, were sold at Rs. 23 per seer, gnd 
1,310 mds. 5 srs. were sold at Rs. 24, yielding a gross revenue of 
Rs. 17,02,839. 


Deducting from this amount the prime cost (Rs. 5,20,245), 
at Rs. 7} per seer, the net sale-proceeds credited to the Province 
amounted, as shown in the following table, to Rs. 11,82,594, against 
Rs. 11,83,203 in 1875-76. Rs. 34,118 were due on account of the 
2,833 licenses which were in force during the year, and a sum of 
Rs. 415 was outstanding in the district of Sibsagar since 1874-75. 
Thus, the total amount of license-fees to be collected up to 31st March, 
1877, was Rs. 34,533; of this amount, Rs. 1,284 had been paid in 
advance in 1875-76, and of the balance, Rs. 32,834, together with a sum 
of Rs. 12,712 on account of the year 1877-78, were realized in 1876-77. 
The sum of Rs. 415 referred’ to above as outstanding from 1874-75 
proved irrecoverable, and has been remitted since the close of the year. 


The collections for the past year, as contrasted with 1875-76, 


are shown below :-— 


AT 
rT, | 




















License-fees. Net sale-proceeds. Total. 
District. ae ee ee ee he ee 
1878-76. | 1876-77. 1875-76. 1876-77, 1875-76. | 1876-77, 
Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. | Rs. Rs. 
Cachar......... 0.000 825 636 32,845 29,095 | 33,670 29,731 
Sylhet ...........000 994 1,479 38,800 34,974 39,794 36,453 
Godlpdra .........06 1,929 | 1,677 46,872 42,042 48,801 | 43,719 
Kamnip .......000 6,575 | 5862 | 1,74,905 | 1,66,481 | 1,81,480 | 1,72,343 
Darrang .........00 5,743 | 6,960% 1,61,170 | 1,66,452 | 1,66,913 { 1,73,412 
Nowgong........00+ 5,316 | 5,306 | 1,66,178 | 1,73,899 | 1,71,494 | 1,79,205 
Sibsagar ............ 10,247 | 18,272+| 3,14,150 | 3,15,426 | 3,24,397 | 3,33,698 
Lakhimpur ......... 4,364 | 4,761 | 2,48283 | 254,225] 252,647 | 2,58,986 
Hill districts ...... 435 SIS) weeceewda Ml): eaeaacave 435 593 
Total ...... 36,428 | 45,546 | 11,838,203 | 11,82,594 | 12,19,631 |12,28,140 


; saiaaae hs of i 11108 paid in advance on account of 1877-78. 

259. Madat and Chandu.—The number of licenses for the sale of 
these articles, and the revenue realized as license-fees, for the past year 
were as follows:— 
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Number of Amonnt of 





licenses. License-fees. 
Re 
DARGGE Sooo yess ocevewececaseennecicndscedeos eieeess . 29 2,624 
CHARAU:: -sceceueiccccsiucscecaveteecycexdssseenssecess 26 2,536 
Total ...... 56 5,i60 





The number of licenses for the sale of madat has.decreased by 
five, as compared with the previous year, with a corresponding decrease 
in revenue uf Rs. 330. In Cachar, while the number of licenses issued 
decreased by one, the revenue increased by Rs. 138. The Deputy-Com- 
missioner attributes this satisfactory result to a brisk competition among 
the auction purchasers. The licenses for the sale of chandu, and the 
revenue therefrom, remained almost stationary during the past two 
years. 


260. This report being the last on the system of the sale of licenses 
for the retail vend of opium at a fixed price, Colonel Keatinge thinks it 
desirable that the opium sales of each district of the Province for the 
past fivo years should be put on record, in order that there may be 
sufficient data at hand for comparing the results of the new system of 
selling licenses by auction with those of the old system. Tha followin 
tables [(a) and (b)], showing respectively the quantity of opium sold an 
the total revenue derived from opium and its preparations for each district 
of the Province during the past five years, viz., 1872-73 to 1876-77, are 
therefore appended :— 


Statement (a) showing the total sales of opium in each district for five 
years, viz., 1872-73 to 1876-77. 

















Quantity of opium sold in 
District. 

1872-78. | 1873-74. 1874-75. | 1875-76. | 1876-77. 
Mds. Srs. | Mds. Srs.| Mds. Srs.| Mds. Srs. | Mds. Srs. 
Cachet ccivceeciistdarseens 48 21 49 10 51 23 50 27 43 17 
Sy lilt: cuss ccecastewesscees 46 5 47 15 52 36 67 1 49 1 
God] pAra ....ccceececsceees 91 32 83 26 76 «(11 74 16 63 35 
R@mrup> -d.secasveesenctas: 289 21{| 290 13) 274 38 | 277 25] 252 8 
Darrang © .ccccescsececeeeee 224 4) 236 30] 239 12) 255 33] 252 16 
NOWQONG .....cecsccscecees 286 35} 283 35] 258 39! 260 30] 263 38 
SibeAgar .eccccee cocee cee 488 0| 481 27} 489 17 | 498 26) 478 39 
Lakhimpur .) .........e08. 357 8| 382 27| 390 37 | 394 4) 386 25 
Khasi Hills ............... 0 36 1 9 2 1 2 35 3 19 

GOTO: <5. adsensteisawenlen'l| eeusweace- dl ‘eadensbie, | -BesapGween. ieetenetes © cave 

NORE: i: ageiwewiekiieven|) Gpieesdeas. 1) Reeeews 0 37 3 1 aT 
Total......... 1,833 211,856 32 11,837 11 |1,874 38 |1,793 38 








® Information not available. 
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Previous to the year 1874-75 licenses for the retail vend of 
opium were granted free of charge. In 1874-75, the system of levying fees 
on licenses for the sale of opium was for the first time introduced into the 
Province. The rates of fees in all districts except Sylhet were fixed at— 

Rs. 4 for three months. 
” q ” Bix 9 

» 10,, nine ‘3 

» 12 ,, one year. 

In Sylhet, the rate was fixed at Rs. 3fora half year. In 1875-76 
the rate of license-fees in Sylhet was raised to the rate then prevailing 
in the other districts in the Province. From the month of June, 1876, the 
license-fee for the retail vend of opium was raised throughout the 
Province from Rs. 12 to Rs. 18a year, and for the remainder of that 
year, licenses for shorter periods were issued on the following scale, riz:— 


Rs. 6 for three months. 
” 11 99 81X 99 


SECTION 2.—SALT. 


261. As in 1875-76, so in the year under report, the revenue under 
this head was derived entirely from the salt-wells in Cachar. The 
receipts amounted to Rs. 55, against Rs. 37 in the previous year. 


SECTION 3.—EXCISE. 


262. The following changes in the system under which the 
excise branch of revenue is administered in the 
Seen eee! Province of Assam were introduced during the 


year 1876-77 :— 

(1). The extension of a modified system of farming the revenue derived 
from country spirits to the district of Godlpéra and to a portion 
of the district of Lakhimpur. | 

(2). The abolition of the sudder distillery system in Sylhet, and the 
exteusion in lieu of it of the out-still system to the entire district. 


(3). The introduction into Sylhet of the system of farming the revenue 
derived from country rum and imported spirits, under the Bengal 
rules for the settlement of excise shops under the auction 
system. 

(4). The extension of a modified system of farming the revenue derived 
from ganja to the districts of Cachar, Godlp4ra, and Kamrup. | 


263. The excise revenue of this Province shows a steady and 
progressive increase. The figures given below show, for the year 
1875-76, in the gross revenue from all sources, except opium and 
its preparations, which are treated in a separate section, an increase of 
Rs. 9,309 (a) as compared with the preceding year, and an increase 
of Rs, 15,952 (6) over the receipts of 1873-74, the year in which the 
Chief Commissionership was formed. This increase is attributable to a 
considerable improvement under the heads of “country spirits’? and 
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“‘ ganja,” and the Chief Commissioner anticipated a still farther increase 
during the year under review, owing to the changes in the system above 
enumerated :— 


1875-76. 


Rs. 14,14,421 total excise revenue. 
Deduct »  12,25,141 receipts from opiuin, madat, and chandu. 


» 189,280 


1874-75. : 


Rs. 13,78,654 total collections. 
Deduct »  11,98,683 receipts from opium, madat, and chandu. 


,  1,79,971 
Rs. 1,89,280—1,79,971-9,309 (a) 


1873-74. 


Rs. 13,45,144 total collections. 
Deduct »  11,71,816 réteipts from opium, madat, and chandu. 


»  1,73,328 
Rs. 1,89,280—1,73,328—-15,952 (b). 


The following figures prove that Colonel Keatinge was correct 
in his estimate :— 


1874-75. 


Rs. 13,80,613 total current demand on all exciseable articles (as 
per column 3, table II.) 
Deduct »  11,99,446 demand on account of opium, madat, and chandu. 


. 1,81,167 (a) 


1875-76. 


Rs. 14,12,216 total current demand on all exciseable articles 
(as per table II. column 3). 
Deduct »  12,23,510 demand on account of opium, madat, and chandu. 


1,88,706 (3) 


1876-77. 


Rs. 14,23,603 total demand (as per column 3, table II.) 
Deduct »  12,21,871 demand on account of opium, madat, and chandu. 


2,01,732 (c) 


The total demand in 1874-75 was Rs. 1,81,167 (a); in 
1875-76 it rose to Rs. 1,88,706 (6) ; while in 1876-77 it reached 
Rs. 2,01,732 (c), showing an increase, compared with 1875-76 of Rs. 
13,026, and a revenue largely exceeding the average receipts of previous 
years. 
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The increase was mainly under the heads of “country spirits,” 
“imported wines,” and “ ganja,” the three articles with respect to which 
the farming system was partially introduced into this Province during 
the year under report. 


The Chief Commissioner observes with much satisfaction that 
these successful financial results have been achieved without any 
infraction of the principles which the Government of India desires to be 
maintained in the administration of this branch of the Imperial revenues. 
This increase of revenue has not been obtained by any extension of the 
facilities for obtaining liquor and drugs, but is mainly due to the 
imposition of higher rates of license-fees. 


264. Of the demand of the year, Rs. 2,00,657 were collected 
Re during the year, leaving at its close a balance 


"a Stedeer’ «<.oct gag. Of Rs. 1,075* unrealized. Of this sum, Rs. 309 
» GéiroHills .. .. 66 (Rs, 243 in Sibsagar and Rs. 66 in Garo Hills) 
Total .. 1,073 have since been remitted as irrecoverable. Of 


the remainder, Rs. 152 have been realized since 
the close of the year, and the balance is in process of recovery. There 
was an arrear demand of Rs. 38 for 1875-76, which was collected in full 
during the year under notice; Rs, 421 were realized in advance, in the 
district of Sibsdgar, on account of licenses issued for the sale of country 
spirits and imported wines for the year 1877-78. Thus, the total 
amount of collections during the year was Rs, 2,01,176. 


265. The charges of the department (exclusive of the cost- of 
conveying opium) amounted to Rs. 12,405 in 1876-77, against Rs. 10,249 
in the preceding year, showing an increase of Rs. 2,156. This increase 
occurred mainly in the district of Sylhet, where the figures under thé 
head of “contingent charges” rose from Rs, 895 in 1875-76 to Rs. 
3,064 in 1876-77, owing to the necessity for repairing the Parkul 
oe buildings and to the purchase of certain new furniture during 

8 year. 


Deducting the above charges from the total collections for the year, 
we get the following net result :— 


Ra. 
Collections ie see .. 2,01,176 
Charges ... Ses on oo» 12,405 
Net revenue See was .. 1,88,771 


ES oP oD 


The net revenue of 1875-76 was Rs. 1,79,031, as shown in the 

us. margin, Thus, in spite of a considerable 

Collections .. -._ 14083 ‘Increase in the charges incurred during the 

ee on Past year, the net revenue shows an improve- 
em revenue *7 tt '""— ment by Rs. 9,740. 


EXCISE. 121 


266. The following is an analysis of the gross revenue of the year, 




















e = 
as compared with 1875-76:— 
Heads of Revenue. 1875-76, 1876-77 1875-76. 1876-77 
Re | Re | Re Re 
m™ aoe {Country spirits .. a8 27,479 | 20,962 |) _ - ie 
I.—Fixed duty OM «ceccce ) Gania = i ==) 81875 | 64.241 1, 54 $0,203 
; Country spi-its .. *e 48,963 | 51.665 \ 
| Rum at ve Fa 1,703 1475 { 
» ! j ‘ines 2 x76 3.195 ' pee = 
Tl.—License-fees ........ ¢ SOP Wines. ee | Ce me 1S 2796 1,13,211 
) Pari ati a4 ee 34 13 
'Pachwai . se act 756 | 1,362 || 
\ Ganja op os es 27,882 55,501 | 
ITl._—Distillery-fees on country spirits .......2ccee0- | seeesess iy  pamaalees 3,202 2,758 
PF OLE, Sid 0 ohne cock ccaduwbesssccdosccres:|. soeascae | ersaanna 10 
Total ee eer |) je elewe ads | 1,89,280 2,01,176 








Of the total revenue of the year, ganja contributed Rs. 1,19,742, 
or nearly 60 per cent.; country spirits contributed Rs. 75,385, or 
3? per cent. ; and the other spirituous liquors Rs. 6,045, or 3 per cent. 


267. Country Spirits.—The manufacture and sale of country spirits 
in this Province during the year under review, were carried on partly 
under the fixed duty system, partly under the out-still or monthly tax 
system, and partly under a modified farming system. 


268. The fixed duty svstem was in force in Cachar throughout the 
year, and in a portion of Sylhet for the first six 
months of the year. From the Ist of October, 
1876, however, this system was abolished in Sylhet, and the out-still 
or monthly tax system, which had already been introduced in previous 
years into the Jaintia and Sundmganj divisions, was extended to the 
remaining portion of the district. 


The subjoined table exhibits the quantity of country spirits 
consumed, and the revenue derived therefrom, under the fixed duty 
system during the year, as compared with the previous year:— 


Fixed duty system. 




















Number of licenses. Consumption. Revenue. 
District. ————— 
1875-76. | 1876-77. 1875-76, 1876-77. 1875-76, 1876-77, 
Gallons. Gallons. Re Re 
CeCe? icc ospiieeceduaeeace se 159 108 22,178 20,126 87,558 82,315 
Bylhet .......escccrseceececseees 43 88 4,655 1,408 8,321 4,041 
Total is 202 141 26,828 21,534 45,874 86,356 





In Cachar, the number of shops decreased by 56. It is 
satisfactory to observe that 46 out of the 103 licenses issued durin 
the year were taken out for tea-gardens, particularly, as it is believe 
that the planters use all the meuns in their power to check the excessive 

R 
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consumption of: spirits among their coolies. This fact, combined with 
the fact that the distillers raised the price of spirits, caused a consider= 
able diminution in the consumption of this article. This decreased 
consumption was attended with a corresponding falling off of Rs. 3,181 
in the revenue under the head “ still-head duty,” while the revenue from 
‘* license-fces”’ fell from Rs. 12,345 in 1875-76 to Rs. 10,475 in 1876-77, 
or a decrease of Rs. 1,870, owing to a strong combination among the 
distillers to keep down the prices at the sale of licenses by auction. 


In Sylhet, the figures given in the preceding table are for the 
first half of the year only, the sudder distillery system having been 
abolished, as noted above, from Ist October, 1876. It, however, appears 
that the consumption during six months of the past year did not amount 
to one-third of the consumption during 1875-76. <A similar decrease 
in 1875-76, as compared with 1874-75, was noticed in the last General 
Administration Report. This steady falling off is, the Deputy-Commis- 
sioner apprehends, owing to the carrying on of illicit manufacture of 
country spirits in the outlying parts of the district. It is hoped that the 
new system will act as a check on such manufacture, and that it may 
eventually lead to a considerable increase in the excise revenue. 


269. The monthly tax or out-still system was in force throughout 

the year in the districts of Darrang, Nowgong, 
Sibsagar, Naga Hills, Garo Hills, in South 
Kamrup, and in the Sundmganj and Jaintia divisions in the district of 
Sylhet, and, for the latter half of the year, in the entire district of 
Sylhet. 

The number of shops and the revenue from license-fees for the 
past two years are exhibited in the following table:— 


Monthly tax system. 





Number of shops in— Revenue in— 
District. ee OR? enn nn — nes 
1875-76. 1876-77. 1875-76. - 1876-77. 
Re Re 
SVINGU:. sid se-ebee esc hsensaWnd 6 issceke ives cecas 18 82 1,486 4.887 
RAUTOD: 000m teresabuwilnidawes saNeteseaones 13 20 4,776 4,125 
DUTEAN sis eow stn seece sss eecksbew es oaccestan ¢ 14 13 8,778 3,824 
NOWLONG coccsvccccnccvescccatercecesscoesens 10 8,084 2,49 
PiDSAWAT -saccaivnsvecuseeeGhee 5565s oe Soldewets 9 11 12,508 14,877 
Wile HS iscee Ss eccicdaveeevias vedewueae ees 2 204 756 
GUrO. 6" Kaden ea Moke Pieceense meee Meese eeeus 1 8 1,200 1,765 
Total es 67 89 26,986 32,986 


ee 








The out-still or monthly tax system introduced into Sylhet has 
been modified in one particular,— to the lessee of each out-still has been 
given the monopoly of the supply of a certain definite area. Special 
care was taken to prevent these areas becoming either tvo large, lest 
the monopoly might become oppressive, or too small, lest the price of 
spirits should be kept too low. 32 licenses, producing a revenue of Ks. 
4,487, were sold under this system during the past year. Although the 
figures under this head, as given in the foregoing table, show a consider- 
able improvement in the revenue, as compared with the preceding year, 


EXCISE. 123 


vet, on a comparison of the figures for the past two years under both the 
fixed duty and the monthly tax systems, there appears a small falling off 
of Rs. 829 in the total receipts from country spirits during the year 
- under review. This decrease may fairly be attributed to the fact of the 
new system having been only recently introduced. 


In Sibsagar, the number of licenses increased from 9 to 11, and 
there was a corresponding increase of Rs. 2,369 in the revenue from this 
source. It is believed that the revenue under this head is still capable 
of large expansion in this district. The spirit-drinking population, who 
are chiefly imported labourers, are said to be in the habit of manufactur- 
ing their own langr. and, until shops are multiplied, they will, it is feared, 
continue to do so, and the public revenue will consequently suffer. The 
Deputy-Commissioner has been requested to state the number of shops 
oe in this view of the case, might, in his opinion, be opened in his 

istrict. 


The falling off in Nowgong of Rs. 632 in the revenue derived 
from country spirits is attributed to less competition for licenses at. 
auction. Probably, the free importation of rum by the tea-planters for 
issue to their garden coolies may have caused this diminution, inasmuch 
as the garden coolies are the principal consumers of spirits. 


The increase of Rs. 552, observable in the Naga Hills district, 
was owing to the licenses having been sold in the past year at a higher 
rate than in the previous year. 


In the Garo Hills, the increase of Its. 565 was owing to more 
licenses having been sold last year than in the preceding year. The 
system of taxing the consumption of country spirits was introduced for 
the first time into this district in 1875-76. Itis hoped that, as the system 
is further developed, the revenue will expand commensurately. 


270. ‘The system of sclling by auction the right of manufacture and 

spits sale of country spirits within certain defined 
; eens arcas was in force throughout the year in the 
entire district of Goalpara, and in the portion of the district of Kamrup 
lying on the north bank of the Brahmaputra. 


In Godlpara, 10 mchals were sold during the year, with results 
highly satisfactory. The number of shops decreased from 29 to 16, while 
the revenue increased from Its. 1,764 in 1875-76 to Rs. 4,518 in 1876-77. 


In Kamrup, 8 farms were sold during the year, against 4 in 
1875-76, with an increase of Rs. 274 in the revenue realized therefrom, 
186 lev cecss, ne. 99 8S Shown inthe margin. But this increase of 
ETM og 294 Rs. 274 was more than counterbalanced by a 
falling off of Rs. 851 under the monthly tax system. Thus, the total 
receipts in Kamrup from country spirits, under both the systems taken 
together, decreased by ts. 77. Improved results are, however, expected 
for the current year, in consequence of the extension of the farming 
system to the entire district from the 1st April, 1877. 
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The system of taxing country spirits was for the first time 
extended, during the past year, to the district of Lakhimpur. The 
system introduced was a modification of the farming system. The 
station of Dibrugarh was constituted a farm, which was sold to the 
highest hidder at public auction. Generally, the conditions under 
which licenses under the monthly tax-system are granted were made 
applicable to this case. Five shops were opened during the year, which 
brought in a revenue of Ls, 1,231 for the year 1876-77. 

The total revenue derived during the year in the Province under 
the farming system was Ks. 6,043. 


271. Tho totaldemand of the year under the head “country 
spirits” was Rs. 75,839, or Rs. 1,807* in excess 
of 1875-76. ‘This increase was mainly due to 
the extension of the farming system to the districts of Goalpara and 
Lakhimpur, as already stated. There is still ample room for improve- 
ment under this head of the excise revenue. In some districts, the 
consumption of country spirits has but of late been brought under 
control. The further development of the system will, it is hoped, be 
attended with more gratifying results from a financial point of view. 


@ Rs, 741,984 collected. 


272. During the past year, some cases were brought to the notice 
of the Chief Commissioner in which country spirit shops had to be 
closed and removed on the complaint of the owners of neighbouring 
tea-gardens, who objected to the establishment of these shops in the 
vicinity of their estates. The attention of the District Officers concerned 
has since been drawn to the course which should be pursued in dealing 
with complaints of this nature, having full regard to the convenience and 
interests of the planters, as well as to the revenues of the State. 


273. Rum.—Rum consumed in this Province is, as stated in the 
previous years’ reports, obtained from Calcutta, where the duty is realized, 
and credited to the Bengal Government. 31 Licenses (7 wholesale 
and 24 retail) to sell rum were issued during the year, against 55(8 
wholesale and 47 retail) issued during the preceding year. The revenue 
from fees on these licenses amounted to Rs. 1,475, against Rs. 1,703 in 
the preceding year, or a decrease of Rs. 228. The decrease is mamly 
owing to there having been no revenue derived from this source during 
the past year in Sibsagar, where during the preceding year a revenne 
of Rs. 255 was obtained. The cause of this was the withdrawal by the 
Chief Commissioner of the restriction formerly imposed on_ planters 
(who are the only dealers in this article in Sibsagar) by which they 
were compelled to take out licenses for the purpose of distributing ram 
to their coolies. 


The question of the liability of planters to pay license-fees for 
the issue of rum to the coolies on their gardens was specially referred by 
the Chief Commissioner for the orders of the Government of India, and 
it was ruled that such a transaction being of the nature of a barter, no 
license-fees could be demanded. 





EXCISE. . 125 


In Sylhet, the rules issued by the Board of Revenue, Lower 
Provinces, for the settlement of excise shops under the auction system, 
were applied in the case of licenses for the retail vend of country rum. 
The effect of this measure has been a satisfactory increase of Rs. 221 in 
the receipts from this article. This is the more satisfactory, as the 
return shows a decrease in consumption. The extension of the same 
measure to the district of Cachar is under contemplation, and, as a step 
towards effecting this, the monthly license-fee for the sale of rum has 
been raised to Rs. 10 for shops within a radius of two miles from the 
cutcherry at Silchar, and to Rs. 5 for mofussil shops. The results of 
this change have been, however, anything but satisfactorv, there being 
a decrease in revenue and an increase in consumption under this head, 
in consequence of managers of tea-gardens distributing rum to their 
coolies, and not being required to take out licenses for doing so. 


274. Imported Spirits.—The Bengal rules for the settlement of 
excise shops under the auction system were applied in the case of licenses 
for the sale of imported spirits in the district of Sylhet. 


The total number of licenses granted during the year, both for 
wholesale and retail vend of ‘iaported apivits was 77, against 66 during 
the preceding year. This increase in the number of licenses was 
attended with a corresponding increase of Rs. 319 in the revenue 
realized from this source, viz., from Rs. 2,876 in 1875-76 to Rs, 3,195 in 
1876-77. 


On the recommendation of the Deputy-Commissioner of Darrang, 
it has been ordered that the rate’ of fees chargeable on licenses 
for the general retail vend of these spirits be raised to Rs. 100 per 
annum from the commencement of the incoming financial year. The 
rate, viz., Rs. 48 per year, which at present obtains, is deemed inadequate, 
considering the profits derived by the shopkeepers. 


275. Tari and Pachwat.—The consumption of tari during the year 
was restricted to the district of Kamrup. Revenue was derived from 
pachwai in the two districts of the Surmd& Valley only. The returns 
show an increase of Rs. 585 in the revenue derived from tari and 
pachwai, as compared with the receipts of the preceding year. 


276. Ganja.—Except in Sylhet, where the system of selling them to 
the highest bidders at auction has been in force since 1st October, 1875, 
licenses for the retail vend of ganjain this Province used to be issued 
at a uniform monthly tax of Rs. 4, in accordance with the Board’s 
Rules, Section XVII., Chapter V. It, however, came to the notice of the 
Chief Commissioner that the tax thus levied on account of shops was very 
incommensurate with the amount of the drug consumed, or with the 
a derived by the licensee. As a prompt remedy for this needless 
oss of revenue, Colonel Keatinge directed the institution of the system 
of putting up to auction the monopoly of the vend of ganja within certain 
specified boundaries, on conditions almost identical with those of the 
licenses heretofore issued. This system was introduced during the past 
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year into tho three districts of Godlpara, Cachar, and Kamrup, with 
results eminently favourable from a financial point of view. 


Since the close of the year, the system of farming the revenue 
from ganja has been introduced into the other districts of the Province, 
Sibsigar excepted. The result of this measure, as regards the whole 
Province, has heen: as already reported to the Government of India in 
letter No. 2,053, dated 3rd July, 1877, an increase of Rs. 20,494, or 
37 per cent. over the revenue of the past year, while the number of 
shops has been reduced from 273 to 247. 


277. The following table exhibits the consumption of, and revenue 
derived from, ganja in the several districts of this Province for the past 
year, as compared with 1875-76:— 


ae 





Consumption. Revenue. 
District. ae 
1875-76. 1876-77. 1875-76, 1876-77. 
Mds. Sr. C. Mads. Sr. C. Rs «| oRs 
CAGHAD 66 W's 0N6 055.06 206 ced Sew sks 197 715 175 10 7 23,256 $0,532 
Bellet i c4 vecsgwcesseknenswescawenes 419 13 7 $08 52 13 61,488 61,465 
Godlpiira .......- Bois e's iein.be pisieb e's eaw's-s 9118 8 65 35 0 11,529 12,548 
ICAMIGOD. 6005 kasnicsa ceases soseiece vas 60 16 0 46 7 0 7,479 9.249 
DALTANG 6 atesed teeter has wees whee 16 29 12 19 6 0 2,154 2,445 
NOWQONG coe escccccccer coccecccccees ‘8 00 238 0 96 u6 
BIDRAGRY 3.42 csccneetceeleegusenneeaae |! “Sieeewtl sy 188 0 | ...... 30s 
Lakbimpur ...ccsceccccvcnececs errr re 20 36 9 1619 6 2.553 75S 
Bibs HAUS achetecieiia diss ceraess 04s 620 0 710 0 702 851 
Toll isi vie vevaens sence 814 22 3 633 86 10 1,09,257(a) 119,742) 


re 


(a) Includes an arrenr collection of Rs. 36, 
(b) Ditto ditto ditto ,, 94. 


In Cachar, the revenue from license-fees for 1875-76 amounted 
to Its. 3,536. On the sale of the monopoly of the vend of ganja 
in the whole district for 1876-77 the price realized was Rs. 12,609. 
The farming of the entire district as one mehal has_ resulted in the 
checking of the consumption of the drug, and in the increase of the 
revenue derived from it. 


In Sylhet, the consumption decreased by about one-fourth, 
owing to the enhancement of the price of the drug by the retail vendors. 
If the enhanced price of this drug does not foster illicit cultivation, and 
the consumption is permanently checked, desirable results will have 
been obtained. . 


In Goalpdra, the number of licenses fell from 67 in 1875-76 
to 21 in 1876-77, and the consumption decreased from 91 maunds to 590 
maunds; while, on the other hand, the license-fees actually collected rose 
from Rs. 2,882 in 1875-76 to Rs. 6,930 in 1876-77; that is to say, the 
revenue was nearly trebled, while the consumption decreased by nearly 
one-half. These highly satisfactory results are entirely attributable 
to the now. system, and to the active competition for the licenses at 
auction. 


EXCISE. 127 


The increase of Rs. 1,810 in the revenue under this head in 
Kamrup is satisfactory, as the number of licenses and the consumption 
have been reduced. The fees on licenses rose from Ks. 1,164 in 
1875-76 to Rs. 4,877 in the past year, while the consumption was 
reduced by 25 per cent. The consequent falling off in the -receipts on 
account of duty was more than made up by the large increase in the 
receipts from license-fees, due to the new system of farming the revenue. 


The increase of Rs. 291 in Darrang calls for no special remarks. 

In Nowgong, the consumption of ganja is very trifling, being 3 
maunds in 1876-77, against 2 maunds 38 seers in 1875-76. 

Hitherto, there were no shops for the sale of ganja in Sib- 
sigar. This, considering the very large number of foreigners in the 
district, appeared to the Chief Commissioner unnatural, and led him to 
think that the drug was sold surreptitiously, to the detriment of the 
Government revenue. The attention of the Deputy-Commissioner was 
drawn to the matter. Three shops were accordingly sold last year, and 
realized Ns. 113. 1 maund 38'seers of ganja were imported, upon which 
duty, amounting to Rs. 195, was realized. There can now be no doubt 
bat that the use of ganja is prevalent in Sibsdgar, and that in time a 
considerable revénue may be expected in that district from this drug. 


In Lakhimpur, there was a falling off both in the revenue 
derived from, and in the consumption of, the drug. From this, it would 
appear that the people of this district are giving up the use of ganja. 
The attention of the Deputy-Commissioner was drawn to tho matter, and 
he was request@ to ascertain and report if there was any reason to 
suspect that wild ganja was consumed in place of the taxed drug. From 
the Deputy-Commissioner’s report, since received, it appears that wild 
ganja is somctimes used in the district for medicinal purposes, and 
especially inthe treatment of horses, but that the Government ganja is 
preferred, when it can be procured. 


The increase both in the revenue derived from, and in the con- 
sumption of, ganja in the Khasi Hills district is attributable to the 
increased foreign population of Shillong. 


278. Prosecutions under the excise laws.—There were during the 
year prosecutions under the excise laws in each of the plains districts of 
the Province (except Goalpara), but there was no case of any great 
importance. Two cases of illicit cultivation of the poppy were discovered in 
Darrang, where certain persons were found in possession of small patches 
of land with poppy plants growing thereon. Considering the nature of 
the offence, the punishment inflicted, viz., a fine of Rs. 8U in each case, 
was, in the Chief Commissioner’s opinion, quite inadequate. Colonel 
Keatinge apprehends that these small patches are probably seed-beds for 
raising secd for illicit cultivation of the poppy beyond our boundary, or 
in some inaccessible spot. The attention of the Deputy-Commissioner 
has been drawn to the matter. 


In all, 124 persons were arrested, 93 by the police and 31 by 
excise oflicers, of whom 120, or 97 per cent., were convicted. The fines 
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imposed amounted to Rs. 2,493, of which Rs. 2,109, or nearly 80 per 
cent., were realized ; ard, out of this, a sum of Rs. 1 535 was distributed 
by way of reward to informers and apprehenders, in addition to an 
amount of Rs. 32, sanctioned as special rewards. The results of these 
prosecutions may ‘be considered satisfactory, and point to commendable 
vigilance on the part of the excise and police officers. 


279. The following statement shows the total excise revenue of th2 
Province during the last three years, together with the total charges 
incurred in connection with that revenue. This statement shows 
clearly that the excise revenue of the Province is increasing, even if the 
proceeds from the sale of opium be excluded. 


The fluctuations under the different heads have been fully explained 
in the foregoing paragraphs. 





~ 


Revenue in 





Head of Revenue. 
1874-75. terete, | aerece 1875-76, | 1876-77. 



























































Re Re Re 

Cony SPlTiIte csavexcinde es cadens veeeuseases chaguestecees 70.178 74,644 75, 88D 

LES RAKE ROS bond STROSS CLR E ERAS RSUE CER ECW OS CRS E RTOS 1,816 1,703 1.475 

Pal WAGE: fe sicc oh eecdaue doen oa tesasten ces eevee 2,512 2,876 3,195 

WEIL t. onandbe wears 6EAGae 6 chee eee aed be eeu eehueeewneees 4 34 13 

Pachwal ....... sae tenwnebulseieeesGsexs sss wis aeeteeace aes "33 756 1.362 

GHIIR. Sesaterc ca tescens chee cues Site eae ota ce weeeees 1,94581 109,257 119,742 

Licenses to retail opium or its preparations ....ceecccccsencee 42.321 * 41,938 50,706 
MinCellameGUs -scsce seb <ceewemeweec.e es e05eenaeaaieneine s.ces 37 aris 

VOCAL sessacses ees 2,22,292 2: 31,218 2,5) 882 

Conveyance of Opium .....ecceceees 7,792 18,764 12,319 

Deduct charges ...... { Estublix<hment and contingent 11,531 10,249 12,405 

clu ges. 

Total... ccccccccecs 19,323 24,013 24,774 

Net revenue. .csccssscve PN eT ee Oe rare TaN 2,02 969 2.07205 227.138 

Adi sale Of OPRUI «occ css cietocec cscs sew is aee tc swiewe cle S0eees 11,56,363, 11,83,203 1182598 

ee we | cee gree 
Total net revenuc ...ccescoees 13,59,331 13,90,408 14,09,702 


rn 


SECTION 4.—STAMPS. 


280. The gross receipts during the year under the General and 
Court-fee Stamp Acts amounted to ls. 4,87,332, against Rs. 5,06,115 
during the preceding year and_ Kis. 4,74, 622 during 1874-75; the resalt 
being : a decrease of lis. 18,783, as compared with 1875-76, and an 
increase of Its. 12,710 over the receipts for 1874-75. 
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The causes of this decrease, as compared with 1875-76, briefly 
stated, were as follows:— 


(1) Decrease in litigation. 
(2) Decrease in the value of suits, especially in Sylhet. 
(3) Decrease in the number of deeds of sale executed. 


(4) Greater circulation of currency notes and the introduction 
of supply bills. 


(5) Decrease in monetary transactions, caused by the temporary 
collapse of the timber trade in Cachar. 


Of the total gross income of the year, Cachar and Sylhet, the 
two districts of the Surma Valley, yielded Rs. 2,91,593, or a little less 
than 60 per cent. Of the remainder, a sum of Rs. 1,92,447, or about 
39 per cent., was contributed by the six districts of the Brahmaputra 
Valley, and the balance of Rs. 3,292 was realized in the Khasi and 
Jaintia Hills and Naga Hills districts. The stamp laws are not in force 
in the Garo Hills district. 


281. The incidence of stamp taxation per head of the population 
was 2 annas 5 pie in the Surm4 Valley, 1 anna 7 pie, in the Brahma- 
putra Valley, and 3 ee the two hill districts. Of the gross stamp 
revenue of the yeat, Rs. 1,38,299, or 28°4 per cent., were derived from 


general stamps, and Rs. 3,49,033 or 71°6 per cent. from court-fee stamps. 


282. General Stamps—The receipts under the General Stamp Act 
were distributed as.follows :— 














Revenue in— 
Denomination of stamps. Increase. Dectease. 
1875-76, 1876-77. 
Re Re Re Re 
Non-judictal or document stamps .... 1,86,799 1,290,462 | encaccee 1,887 
Adhesive receipt or revenue stamps .. 8,951 43 489 =| ween 
Hoondees or bilis of exchange ........ 1,467 1,206 =| wccccens 171 
Miscellaneous recetpis. 
(a.) Duty realized under Section 20 of 140 128° 3 Gaweuaes 18 
ct XVIIT. of 1869. 
{%) Duty realized under Section 24 of 2,598 8,029 A056. 8} aeecsices 
Act XVIIL of 1869. 
Total ...... 1,44,950 1,88,299 = | wc nw cece 6,651 





_ . Nonzjudiial or document stamps.—The sale-proceeds of non- 
jadicial stamps amounted during the year to Rs. 1,29,462, against 
Rs. 1,36,799 during the preceding year, showing a decrease of 
Rs. 7,387, or 5°4 per cent. 

The returns from all the Assam Valley districts (except 
Kamrap) and from the Néga Hills district show an improvement under 
this head of stamp revenue. But this increase, viz., Rs. 2,358, was 

8 
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more than counterbalanced by the total falling off of Rs. 9,695 in the 
remaining districts of the Province. Nearly three-fourths of the total 
falling off occurred in Sylhet, owing to a decrease in the number of the 
deeds of sale executed during the past year. In Cachar, there was a 
falling off of Rs. 1,744, owing to a decline in monetary transactions 
caused by a temporary collapse of the timber trade, consequent on the 
first operations for conserving the Government forests which had 
hitherto Leen worked without. restraint, and on some enhancement of the 
rates of toll charged on timber. 


The decrease in the Khasi Hills is attributed to the fact that 
stamps over Ks. 30, to the value of Rs, 544-8, were issued in 1875-76, 
against a value of Rs. 182-8 in 1876-77. The stamps were taken by 
certain tea-planters, and by parties executing bonds for building 
advances granted by Government. 

The decrease in Kamruip was small, and calls for no remark. 


Adhesive receipt and revenue stamps.—-The — sale-proceeds of 
adhesive receipt and revenue stamps amounted during the year to Rs. 
4.390, against Rs. 3,951 during the preceding year, showing an 
increase of Its. 439, of which ls. 321 were contributed by the district of 
Sylhet. In no one of tlie remaining districts did the fluctuation amount 
tu Its. 100. In Sibsagar, there was a slight increase of Rs. 33. The 
Deputy-Commissioner is of opinion that there is still room for improve- 
ment. He apprehends that the stamp law in regard to this class of 
suunps is evaded. During the year under review measures were taken 
to entoree the provisions of the law. The attention of all District Officers 
was drawn to a circular issued in May, 1876, by the High Court at 
Calentta regarding evasions of the stamp law by native money lenders 
in certain classes of loan transactions. In October, 1876, the practice 
which was then said to exist of using “blank transfer deeds” in order to 
evade payment of the stamp duties chargeable on “share-transfer deeds” 
was brought to the notice of the Chief Commissioner, and certaim 
instructions were thereupon issued for the guidance of the revenue 
officers concerned, with a view to prevent the recurrence of the practice 
in question. 


HHvondee or bill of exchange stamps.—The sale of hoondee 
stamps brought in a revenue of Rs, 1,296, showing a falling off of 
Rts. 171, as compared with the receipts of the preceding year. The 
decrease was mainly in the Sythet district, where the revenue under this 
head fell from Rs. 536 in 1875-76 to Rs. 245 in 1876-77. The causes 
assigned by the Deputy-Commissioner are the free circulation of currency 
notes, and the introduction of supply-bills. 


Miscellaneous receipts.—The revenue under the head of “ Mis- 
cellancons receipts’? shows an increase of Rs. 418 over the revenue 
under the same head for 1875-76. Of the total amount (Rs. 3,151) 
realized during the year under review, a sim of Is. 3,029 was levied by 
the revenue courts, under Section 24, Act XVIII. of 1869, as duty on 
unstamped or insufficiently-stamped instruments produced before them, 
and the remainder (Rs. 122) represents the duty levied by civil courts 
under Scction 20 of the said Act under similar circumstances. The 
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bulk of the revenne was contributed by the Sibsagar district, where the 
revenue under this head amounted to Ks. 1,116, showing an increase of 
Rs. 648, as compared with the preceding year. The increase is attri- 
butable to the fact of more title-deeds for waste lands having keen 
stamped during the year than in 1875-76. In Lakhimpur, there was an 
increase of Rs. 544, attributable to the same canse. On the other hand, 
there was a decrease of Rs. 736 in the district of Darrang, owing to 
the fact of fewer deeds of waste lands having been impressed during the 
year than in the preceding year. 


In Cachar, there was a decrease of Rs. 210, owing to a falling 
off in the number of fee-simple title-deeds and to the greater care taken 
by the people to have their documents properly stamped. The fluctua- 
tions in the other districts are unimportant. : 


283. Court-fee stamps.—The sale-proceeds of court-fee stamps 
amounted to Rs. 3,49,033, against Rs. 3,61,165 in' the previous year. 
The above figures show a decrease of Rs. 12,132, or 3:4 per cent. The 
decrease was distributed over all the districts, except ne Goalpara, 
and Sibsagar, which together show an increase of Rs. 13,780. The 
decrease which occurred in Sylhet is specially remarkable. In_ this 
district, the revenue fell from Rs. 1,81,487 in 1875-76 to Rs. 1,63,840 in 
the past year, or to the extent of Rs. 17,647. The Deputy-Commissioner 
observes as follows :—‘ Last year an increase in these (judicial) stamps 
was shown, but this was really delusive. There was then, and is still, a 
steady decrease in the number of civil suits; but there was in 1876 a 
single heavy suit, valued at Is. 1,30,000, which raised the figures. There 
has been a great falling off in the number of cases from Jaintia, where 
the settlement operations are in progress, many disputes being set at 
rest under the settlement laws by the executive officers, and people 
having less time than usual to litigate, being busy in pointing out their 
boundaries.” The figures for Kamrup, Darrang, Nowgong, and Lakhim- 
pur show a total falling off of Rs. 7,987, caused by a decrease both in 
the number and value of civil suits. On the other hand, Cachar, 
Goalpéra, and Sibsdgar show improved results, caused mainly by an 
Increase in the number and value of civil suits instituted during the 
year. In Godalpaéra, an increase of Rs. 3,778 was owing to the 
institution of three heavy civil suits against Government by the Bijni 
Rajah and the zemindars of Gauripur and Mechpara, respectively. 


In some of the districts, the improved results were in some 
degree owing to the strict enforcement of the rule that all process-fees 
should be realized in stamps. In May, 1876, the Chief Commissioner 
issued a circular desiring all Deputy-Commissioners of the plains districts 
to take measures to ensure that in future the rule in question be 
strictly acted upon. The practice of realizing fees for revenue processes 
in cash, which had previously obtained in some districts, as an exception to 
the above rule, has been put a stop to. 


284. Charges.—In the year under report the charges amounted to 
Rs. eo against Rs. 9,979 during the preceding year, as shown 
overleaf :— 
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1878-76. 1816-77 

Ra. Ra. 
TD Refunds: cisesacicsccssccctessisicdseseveeees 1,204 1,399 
DL == Dis COUN sc ccvcecessasesencscdsvcectesasentivee 8,20 8,846 
TIL. —Miscellaneous ......0. .ceccccccccecscceeces 255 74 
TNCKOANO eos ssecasiecivacs ccasess wes 340 








The above increase is mainly attributable to the progressive rise in the 
amount of discount allowed on the sale of judicial stamps during the 
last two years. In July, 1875, the old system of selling court-fee stamps 
through licensed vendors was revived. In 1874-75, and in the first 
quarter of 1875-76, the system of selling judicial stamps through 
official vendors obtained. 


285. Postage, service, and telegraph stamps.—The following state- 
ment exhibits the realizations from the sale of postage, service, and 
telegraph stamps during the year under review, as compared with the 
preceding two years: — 


Receipts. 
Year. ee 
Postage. | Service. | Telegraph. | Total. 
Rs. Res. Re. Rs. 
187476 scsnccesetuecesetesignietnnieleiers 50,729 14,646 19,860 85,235 
N70 21O cscsccicateteoteccacsneseacetecees 58,337 15,846 18,770 92,953 
LS1G7T wissicesincsccsicasesvece Sos ceeeius 62,590 16,599 26,468 | 1,05,657 


From the above, it will be seen that there has been a steady 
progressive increase in the revenue realized from postage and service 
stamps. Under the head “Telegraph stamps” there was a temporary 
falling off of Rs. 1,090 in 1875-76, as compared with the previous year. 
But during the year under report the sales of telegraph stamps exceeded 
those of 1875-76 by Rs. 7,698, and those of 1874-75 by Rs. 6,608. 
It is satisfactory to observe that the returns from all the districts of the 
‘Province show a considerable increase under this head. These results 
are attributable mainly to the development of private correspondence, 
to the increased exertions of the Postal Department in extending the 
_ service, and to the extension of the line of telegraph to Upper 

am. 


286. Offences agatnst the stamp laws.—There were during the year 
under -review 16 prosecutions in all for breaches of the stamp laws, 
against 3 such prosecutions in the preceding year, as will appear 


from the statement below :-— 
a 1876-17. 


By let ncicssisaascnsvescsdeecsdar acterseccveveseecs 6 
INOW BOND: <ccsdosecovecnaccndacctavacsiviaasseeds 8 
DIDGAR OE ccs coee: dcscccesancecadeuarweedeastesees 2 


Total... ‘3 16 


STAMPS. 133 


In the 6 cases reported from Sylhet, 9 persons were arrested 
of whom 8 were convicted. The offence charged in all these cases was 
the production before the courts of unstamped or insufficiently-stamped 
documents, with the intention of evading payment of the stamp duty 
required by law. In most of the cases a small fine was inflicted,® the 
courts taking a lenient view of the matter. The Chief Commissioner 
has impressed upon District Officers the necessity there exists for taking 
strict cognizance of offences against the stamp laws. ° 


In the 8 cases which occurred in the district of Nowgong, 8 
persons were convicted of having executed deeds on unstamped paper, 
with the intention of evading the payment of the proper stamp duty. 
As in Sylhet, light fines were inflicted. 


In Sibségar, there were 2 cases during the year. Inf one case, 
the accused was charged with engrossing a bond on plain paper, and in 
the other case, the charge was for executing an agreement on an insuffi- 
ciently-stamped paper. In both the cases the accused persons were 
convicted and fined Rs. 100 and Rs. 20, respectively, The increase in 
the number of prosecutions may be attributed to increased vigilance on 
the part of the officers concerned in detecting and bringing to justice 
offenders against the provisions of the stamp laws. 


287. Miscellaneous.—Generally, the Deputy-Commissioners report 
that no stamp papers were used for any purposes other than those for 
which they are intended, and that the rules about punching and re- 
punching stamps were duly observed. During the year under review, 
the practice, which was formerly permitted, of issuing adhesive court-fee 
stamps in exchange for bi-colour judicial stamped papers, was ordered to 
be discontinued. 


The system of selling court-fee stamps through licensed ven- 
dors obtained throughout the year in the several plains districts of the 
Province, discount being allowed at the rate of Re. 1-8 per cent. The 
system has been found to work well. The Deputy-Commissioner of 
Sylhet, however, observes as follows :— “There has been felt a great 
want for stamp vendors in the interior of the district, especially at some 
of the munsiffis, and I think the discount allowed to vendors is insufficient 
to induce men to come in several days’ journey to purchase a stock 
ef stamps and carry them back for sale. The system of advancing 
stamps to respectable vendors on security will be tried at the munsiffis.” 


On the representation of the Deputy-Commissioner, the Chief 
Commissioner sanctioned an advance of stamps to the value of Rs. 2,000 
to the licensed vendor at the Nabiganj munsiffi, upon his furnishing good 
and sufficient security. 


288. In former years, some loss of revenue derivable from judicial 
oe was, it is feared, occasioned by the fraudulent use or abstraction 
of adhesive court-fee stamps. Witha view to prevent the recurrence of 
such practices, the Chief Commissioner, in September, 1876, issued 
certain instructions for the guidance of all district and sub-divisional 
officers. Under these instructions, no ministerial officer who is not 
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specially authorized to do so can, under the penalty of dismissal, sell 
stainps to, or buy stamps for, or receive money on account of the purchase 
of stamps from, any person whatever. It is now the duty of the record- 
keeper, on receiving records from a mobhurrir, to ascertain whether all 
papers in the records which require stamps are properly stamped, and 
whether any of the ae show signs of having been tampered with, and 
immediately to report any deficiency to his superior officer. The mohurrir 
in charge is now responsible for the value of all stamps abstracted from 
anv re ‘cords in his charge. Although it is yet premature to estimate the 
ettect of these measures, the Chief Commissioner is glad to observe that 
during the past year no cases of fraudulent use or abstraction of court- 
fee stamps were brought to his notice. Two cases of a suspicious nature 
occurred in’ the district of Goalpara. On inquiry, negligence and 

arelessness were brought home to the mohurrirs in whoso charge the 
papers were kept, but fraudulent intention was not proved against ; them. 
The Deputy-Commissioner, however, considered that the further employ- 
ment of these officers under Government would be inexpedient; they 
were, accordingly, dismissed, the value of the deficit stamps having been 
recovered from them. 


SECTION 5.—ELEPHANTS. 


289. The Chicf Commissioner, with a view to ensure that every 
year a certain number of elephant-hunting grounds in Assam Proper 
should be offered on lease, so as to provide opportunities for continuous 
employment to the professional hunters who maintain large numbers of 
very valuable hunting elephants, divided the whole Assan Valley into 
blocks to be worked in succession for two years at atime, and then to 
rest fortwo or more years. Under this arrangement, the mehals in the 
district of Goalpara and Kamrup and_ those on the north bank of the 
Brahmaputra, in Lakhimpur, were ordered to be leased during the year 
under report. The mehals in Goalpara were put up to auction, and one 
man offered Rs. 50 for cach mehal; but as he was a man of no substance, 
the Deputy-Commissioner declined his offer. In Kamrup, no one came 
forward to bid for the mehals when put up to auction. The failure of 
bids for the mehals in Goalpara and Kamrup was attributed to the 
prohibition against catching elephants by noosing, and against sub- 
leasing the mehals ; accordingly, in the Assam “Valley, only seven 
mehals, as shown below, on the north bank of the Brahmaputra, in the 
Lakhimpur district, were leased during the year, yielding a total 
revenue of Rs. 14,350 —— 


No. and name of mebals. se a 

g. 
9. (Sesy Dhl ccciieisedewssawsivesasiesisecanacasveew 1,010 
10. Dhol Kora ......... ‘tuvincenmiegeen «2400 


si 10}. Brahmaputra Charkaria, Ranga seseeevee 1,550 
LT, ROP KOUiOula: Gciiesvcsetessasccseweslacssensees “2,200 
12. Kumotiar Hobanhari_ ea vevé paswobatesenteaen 2,000 
13. Hohanhari Ranga ..........cccsecsscsececseeese 820 
14. Range Moramarnai ............. skiesadisdenee:, -OjO2U 


14,350 
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The only other mehals leased during the vear were mehals Nos. 
1 and 3, in the Garo Hills. These mehals fetched a total sum of Ks. 
9,220, riz., No. 1 Rs. 3,000, and No. 3 Rs. 2,220. 


The mehals in the districts of Cachar and Sylhet were reserved 
during the year, at the request of the Commissariat Department, for 
Government kheddah operations. Those in the district of the Khasi 
Hills and Naga Hills were not leased during the year. 


The revenue of the mehals leased was not due till the 30th April, 
1877, and has therefore not been included in the revenue for the year. 
A sum of Rs. 8,605 was, however, paid in advance, and this has been 
credited to the year’s income. 


In all, 187 elephants were captured, of which 53 were taken over 
by Government, 7 were released as being too old; or as being heavy 
with calf, 1 escaped, and 14 died, leaving 112 at the disposal of the 
lessees. Of the 14 elephants which died, 7 were killed in the process of 
capture by noosing in the Garo Hills mehals, and so, under the rule in 
force in this respect, full royalty was Jevied on them. In all, Rs. 11,300 
were levied on account of royalty on elephants captured between Ist 
October, 1876, and 28th February, 1877. The royalty leviable on 
captures from the lst of March, 1877, was not due within the year. 


290. The total demand on account of revenue and royalty, 
including drrears, amounted to Rs. 31,047, of which Rs. 28,047 were 
collected and Rs. 200 remitted, leaving a balance of Rs. 2,800 in the 
district of Lakhimpur, which is in course of realization. 


291. Diversity of practice was found to prevail in the several 
districts in regard to the levy of royalty on ele fhant calves, and on 
elephants that die or escape after capture but before the rovalty has 
been levied. To ensure uniformity, the Chief Commissioner directed 
that royalty at full rates should be levied on all elephant calves of 
whatever age, and on all elephants captured, irrespective of subsequent 
occurrences, excepting only such animals as ure taken over on behalf of 
Government. 


292. It was found necessary to add a clause to the conditions of 
license permitting the lessee to claim an allowance for maintenance of 
captured elephants which might be detained more than 15 days at his 
expense before being taken over by the Government officer. 


293. Capture by noosing was allowed this year in the Garo Hills. 
Previously, it had been altogether forbidden, capture by driving into 
stockades being alone permitted. The noosing system is much preferred 
by the hunters. 
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SECTION 6.—LAC. 


294. Eight mchals for the collection of indigenous lac were leased 
during the year, as shown in the following statement:— 


Number 


District. of mehals, Bevenue. 
Rs, 
ICOMIEUD: Sincosnateeiets cavaaueedeusiecass 2 10 - 
DATtANR.  “Gcecavnc cuban seceecauscpeccess 1 200 
Now Gong .cecsess sdpacedumausbaasyactouves 1 650 
DIUSAP AL consaee Geiwaeseucekeuc-ceeucnue 1 40 
Pei OUP: sca cdsnnk a vesaeeegacneeneets 3 60 
TOLAl seicsigs' Sains eis vessedeceessvads . 8 960 


The mehal in the district of Darrang is held on a lease for a term 
of three years since 1875-76, on an annual rental of Rs. 200. The other 
mechals were leased for the current year only. In Nowgong only was 
any considerable sum offered for the monopoly ; but the system is 
altogether new, this being the first year of the lease of the mehals, except 
in the case of Darrang, and the market value of the respective mehals is 
at present consequently to a great extent unknown. The total demand, 
amouuting to Its. 960, was collected within the year. . 


SECTION 7.—RUBBER. 


205. In the district of the Garo Hills only was any revenue 
derived from rubber during the year. The Deputy-Commissioner in this 
district is allowed to purchase the rubber from private collectors, as a 
Government monopoly; this rubber he again sells to the best advantage. 
The sum realized on this account was only Rs. 412, against Rs. 2,363 in 
the preceding year, an unusually small supply having been brought m 
for disposal. 


Elsewhere throughout the Province, the collection of rubber is 
totally unrestricted. The Chicf Commissioner made _ proposals for 
Imposing certain restrictions on the collection and disposal of caoutchouc, 
in order that the Province might derive some revenue from _ this 
especially valuable product of its waste tracts; but the Government of 
India declined to sanction the measure, and desired that the future 
supply of this article of commerce should be dependent on a system of 
conservation and re-production of the tree in certain reserved areas by 
the Forest Department. The question is now under discussion with the 
chief forest officer as to the feasibility of enlarging the operations of the 
department in this respect which have been already undertaken. 


A very large tract in the Darrang district, 80 square miles in 
extent, known as the Charduar Reserve, had already been set apart as 
a rubber plantation in the preceding year. 430 acres of this reserve are 
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now planted with caoutchouc-trees, which exhibit a promising growth, 
and 139 acres more are ready for planting. 


The extension of the plantation would seem to be merely a matter 
of expenditure. 


B.—REVENUE anp FINANCE OTHER THAN 
IMPERIAL. 


SECTION 1—PROVINCIAL REVENUE. 


296. The receipts and charges of the year under Provincial 
Services are exhibited in the following statement :— 





Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 
Imperial allotment for Provincial} 16,69,788 {| = ...... 16,69,788| ...... 
rvices. : ; — 
R(Unds se,scevscetsuisouVatisiwacerein |, aedees 1,341 | wee 1,341 
DANE dcdvscovievsavesaevs suvne vee beseuesees 33,299 LIB TAD) el Seeaeas | deesies 
Registration ........-cscccccccccesesesceas 22,221 18,657 | ...000 | cwceee 
Police paeecanteeweecscaneusessinsWeaenaneaes 6,629 B,OL599 - 1 cacsess | ceSeees 
EQUCAtION cocccasisvesevcarscsoutesccdeces 22,927 168,104 saveder W: Seésees 
MeGital raica cans oduacwenebedenseessivess 1,889 | 30,322 | wcrc. | ccceee 
PHD Be oc cssinress secisesee caavowsssnssesec 2,904 18,822" |. adssas ||| “weave 
Minor establishment ......cccccesscece | wanece 195230) F  aesseae ol? casdeus 
ce rent, rates, and taxes ......... sotto’ GOOFS: 4. Sauces 4h eaeeks 
Miscellaneous .....cscscscecscescscecsees 2,122 26,036-- |) -ssecas- | aeece 
Contributions ...cccccecoe veccssececeses | eoeees 30,928) | cesese. |. sacene 
Public Works os sisccscosstosscossesesece 3,651 649,562 |  .cccee | coccee 
Total......... 17,65,430 16,79,387 86,043) ...... 





It was stated in last year’s report that the expenditure under 
Provincial Services in 1874-75 and 1875-76 exceeded the allotment 
under that head, both years closing with a deficit, which was covered 
by special assignments made by the Government of India. At theclose 
of 1876-77, instead of a deficit, there was a surplus of Rs, 86,043. The 
principal differences between the figures for 1875-76 and those for 
1876-77 have already been explained, and this statement calls for no 


further remarks. 
T 
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SECTION 2.—LOCAL FUNDS. 


297. The following statement shows the receipts and expenditure 
during the year under review of five of the Local Funds, riz. :— 
(1) Assam Local Fund. 
(2) District Improvement Fund. 
(3) District Post Fund. 
(4) Cantonment Fund. 
(5) Williamson Education Fund. ~ 
The comparison between the total receipts and total expenditure of 
these funds shows a small surplus. There was a considerable deficit in 
the preceding year. 


The figures of the several funds for 1876-77 will be briefly com- 
pared with those for 1875-76. 


298. Assam Local Fund.—tThe receipts of this fund during 1876-77 
were lis. 62,054, as compared with Rs. 54,309 in 1875-76. The corres- 
ponding expenditure was Rs. 53,770 and Rs. 36,824 respectively, 
showing an increase of Rs. 7,745 in receipts, and Rs. 16,946 in 
expenditure, as detailed below:— 














leceipts. 
Increase. Decrease. 
Rs. . Rs. 
Taxes, rates, and cesses ........ 180 POUG: ed 65-5. 254EN Saee ais wateiele adie 23 
POlICO: sss o:6h0sielee ile wiecs aeeetaes 512 Public Works ......0. Beiter 215 
TRON EG «sie SicsSw se sergsae wie oraaceee's 6 
Cattle-trespass fines .......... 1,805 
Miscellaneous fees and fines .... 174 
Sundry receipts ........ecseeees 6,811 
Total 7,988 
— 243 pees 
245 
Net increase .......ceccees 7,745 — 
Expenditure. 
Increase. |. Decrease. 
Collection of cattle-trespass Rehtitid: asivasdusemwopewesas 1,863 
GNOS .c065 cies se seeceeweine 694 POlOB's isscod0das cokes enencea 2,100 
Miscellaneous establishment .. 19,185 General management .......... 146 
Government contribution ...... 5,000 Collection of tolls, rates, rents, 
Qe so ares tah ees eee ees 
3 Total ~. 24,879 Miscellaneous ............e00. 673 
Deduct decrease .......00. 7,933 Public Works .........cccceee $,055 
Net increase ......00.-ece0e 16,946 Total -. 7,933 





Under “Receipts,” the most marked increases are in “Cattle-trespass 
fines” and “Sundry receipts.” The increase in the former is due to the 
establishment of some new pounds during the year under review, and in 
the latter to the inclusion of the receipts from the Government tunga 
and bullock train services between Gauhati and Shillong in the account 
of the Assam Local Fund for 1876-77. 
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Under “ Expenditure,” the largest increase is under “Miscellaneons 
establishment.” Of the amount of Rs. 19,185 shown under this head, 
Rs. 18,148 represent the charges on account of the Government tonga 
and bullock train services. e sum of Rs. 5,000 exhibited under 
“Government contribution” is the amount contributed to the Naga Hills 
District Improvement Fund. The increase in collection of taxes is due 
to increased income. 


The decreases are almost all under fluctuating heads, and need no 
explanation. 


299. District Improvement Fund.—tThe receipts of this fund during 
the year under report amounted to Rs. 2,70,518, against Rs. 1,85,168 in 
the previous year. The corresponding expenditure was Rs. 2,78,039 and 
Rs. 3,32,393, respectively, exhibiting an increase of Rs, 85,350 under 
le and a decrease of Rs. 54,354 under expenditure, as shown 

Ow :— 





Receipts. 
Increase, Decrease. 

Re Re 
Taxes, rates, and cesses ...... 1,82,119 TONG os corse saueasteeosas eet ee 53 
Miscellaneous fees and fines .. 10 RRONGG: hi w he saw awa welaes-es 2 
Government contribution .... _ 5,000 Sundry receipts ........ce000- 52,434 

Public Works........cecccees 60 

Voluntary contribution ...... 650 
Total.... 1,87,889 Total....ecese- 52,489 

Deduct decrease ........ 52,489 | 








Net increase ............ 85,850 | 








Expenditure. 
Education .....cescececcsecs 5,643 Retned: kesh cscs ions ee 679 
Collection of taxes and cesses.. 975 General management ........ 2,028 
Miscellaneous establishment .. 685 Collection of tolls, rates, 
i COMB 46sec bv eeececks 8,622 rents, &O ..cccce cc ccec cece 321 
Public Works ........-.ece00. 62,251 
© “ Wotaheivcs sv esse 10,925 | Total ceeisasec 65,279 








Under “ Receipts,” the most marked increase is in “ Taxes, 
rates, and cesses,” and the most marked decrease is in “ Sundry 
receipts.” The increase in the former is attributable to the inclusion 
of Rs. 1,21,200 on account of 1-17th of land revenue of Kamrtip 
and Lakhimpur for 1875-76 and 1876-77 at Rs. 60,600 for each 
year. The umount not having been deducted from the land revenue 
of those districts in 1875-76 and credited to the District Improve- 
ment Fund, the necessary correction was made in 1876-77. The 
decrease under “Sundry receipts” is owing to the accumulated 
balances on the 1st April, 1874, having been brought to account by 
debit to the Government of Bengal in 1875-76, and to there being no 
such balance credited in the account of 1876-77. 


The increase of expenditure under “ Education” is owing to the 
constitution of new primary schools, and that in collection of taxes and 


140 ASSAM ADMINISTRATION REPORT. 


cess to increased income. The increase in “ Miscellaneous” is attribu- 
table to incorrect classification of charges, owing to non-receipt of proper 
details by the Deputy-Accountant-General in due time. 


The decrease in expenditure under “ Public Works” is attributable to 
less work having been done during the year under report, owing to most 
of the urgent works having been executed in the preceding year. 


300. District Post Fund.—The receipts and expenditure of this 
fund in 1876-77 were Rs. 9,300 and Rs. 9,498, respectively, as compared 
with Rs. 9,260 and Rs. 9,489, respectively, in 1875-76. 

It will be thus seen that there was a deficit of Rs. 229 at the close 
of 1875-76, and of Rs. 198 at the close of 1876-77. These deficits have, 
however, been made good in 1877-78. It is hoped that no deficit will 
occur again. 


301. Cantonment Fund.—The comparative figures for this fund 


are-— 


1875-76, " 4876-77. 

Rs, Rs. 
Receipts ..cccccccce 6 ccseeeeseiaseCetes 8,087 8,238 
Expenditure ..cccccrccceccscesccccccsece 1,603 2,673 


802. Williamson Education Fund.—The receipts of this fund in 
the year under review amounted to Rs. 4,832, and the expenditure to 
Rs. 5,334. The receipts in the preceding year were Rs. 4,718, and th 
exponditure Rs. 4,647. . 


303. There remain now two other local funds, the figures for 
which could not be incorporated with the Abstract Account of Local 


Funds, viz. :-— 
(1) The Town Improvement Fund. 
(2) The Bazaar Fund. 


The receipts and expenditure of these two funds during the years 
1875-76 and 1876-77 are given below:— 


Town Improvement Fund. 

1875-76. 1876-77. 
Rs. Rs. As. P. 
* ROCGipes cs acvecdcacsikecc cs wenacess 49,624 66,428 2 6 
Expenditure ......cccccccccccccece 18,851 14,564 6 10 

Bazaar Fund. 

1875-76. 1876-77. 
Re Re As. P 
Receipts .ccccrerccscccesessncens 17,562 19,068 14 6 


Expenditwre ....cccscssccccecens 1,880 ~- 4,938 2 4 
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It will be thus seen that the Town Improvement and Bazaar Fand 
accounts of 1876-77 were closed with a balance of Rs. 51,863-12-8 and 
Rs, 14,130-12-2, respectively. The balances are distributed as follows:— 








Town Improvement Fund. 
Re As. P. 
BAMIIOG cise oes aw coho sean tbeeauaeeee ents 7,799 1 8 
Darrang.....cssscevs PCE CCC TTT L See er eee ee! §,272 18 11 
NOW RODE a6 oes hs VE Sa Wai iasee ke oie Sener Rees 4,092 611 
BIDSAGAE: 64 oss reese denen ese eile corse ues 20,500 4 1 
PMU OE 6s Sisk ohooh aye veces eases: 6 seeawe 10,845 9 8 
BiiAsi Bie xc occa sacsnsecssissecsnasestanse sds 8,858 8 10 
TOCA] i 6 wakes eaiccneaces 51,863 12 8 

Bazaar Fund 

Darrang so 644.66 seein ete seas eae sen eieeeteseins 8,065 0 6 
NOWGQO0 » vie eicas'o isc iwc ieiw ew swe eel reson oes sees 6,065 11 8 
Tot) ossw inde ead 14,180 12 2 


The Bazaar Fund exists (or rather existed) in Darrang and Now- 
gong only. 1t has been abolished since the close of the year under 
peor its assets having been transferred to the District Improvement 

und. 


SECTION 3—MUNICIPAL REVENUES. 


304. An account of the receipts and expenditure of the several 
municipalities of the Province has already been given in Chapter IIL, 
Section 8 of this report. 
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CHAPTER VI. 


VITAL STATISTICS AND MEDICAL SERVICES. 


SECTION 1.—BIRTHS anp DEATHS. 


305. The system of registration of vital statistics obtaining in this 
Province was explained in last year’s report (para. 654, Part II.B.), and 
the general untrustworthiness of these statistics, and the cause thereof, 
stated. 


The Chief Commissioner regrets to observe that the statistics for 
the year under review are quite as unreliable as those for previous years. 
He fears that their hopeless and evident inaccuracy is an index of the 
absence of interest evinced by the district officers in the working of the 
system of obtaining these statistics. It is certain that if the collection 
of statistics on any subject whatever is treated by the district autho- 
rities as merely a matter of indifferent and unimportant routine, the 
statistics supplied by their subordinates will be absolutely valueless. 
The Chief Commissioner cannot but think that, if .the Deputy- 
Commissioners gave this matter some portion of their attention, it would 
be possible, at any rate in the selected areas, to obtain statistics which 
would rise above the level of absurdity. There is, however, a still 
further element of uncertainty in the results exhibited, owing to the 
doubt which attaches to the accuracy of the returns of population 
of these tracts from which the rates of births and deaths are deduced. 
The census, in any case, dates from five years back, and considerable 
changes in the population have probably occurred in the interval. 
The Chief Commissioner thinks, therefore, that it will be advisable, 
at the same time that the Deputy-Commissioners are stimulated to 
supervise these statistics more closely, to initiate some measures for 
verifying and, perhaps, for re-enumerating the population of the selected 
areas. 


It is fruitless to comment on figures which are too ludicrous for 
record. It is enough toobserve that these returns show for the urban circle 
of Kamrup a death-rate of four-and-a-half times the total recorded 
population, while the rural circle of Cachar enjoyed the eminent salubrity 
of a death-rate of only 2 per 1,000. 
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An anomaly is presented in the birth-rates of selected areas. In 
Nowgong, Darrang, Sibs4gar, and Cachar, the urban rate is less than 
the Saat In Lakhimpur, Sylhet, and Godlpaira, the reverse obtains. 
The cause of this difference cannot be explained, except on the presump- 
tion that the numbers married to single may vary in the urban and 
rural areas of districts; but the figures are most probably untrust- 
worthy. 

The birth-rate in the rural areas of SibsAgar and Darrang, 45°5 and 
43°3 per 1,000, respectively, and the rate in the urban area of Godlpara, 
36-9, may be approximately correct; but the birth-rates, of 8°3 and 10:2 
per 1,000 in the Cachar urban area and the Sylhet rural area, respectively, 
are clearly incorrect. 


The question of the comparative annual increase or decrease of 
pee in this Province is one, the accurate solution of which would 
e exceedingly interesting,—this solution is, however, very far off indeed. 


SECTION 2.—IMMIGRATION ann LABOUR INSPECTION. 


306. A brief account of the immigrant population of the Province, 
based upon the statistics for the year, will be given, and the different ques- 
tions in connection with the working of the Immigration Act will be 
touched upon in this chapter; but, owing to the circumstances detailed in 
para. 666, Part I1.8., of last year’s report, any useful comparison between 
the statistics of the year under review and those of the preceding year 
is impossible. 


807. At the commencement of the year 1876, the total immigrant 
Statistics of the total immigrant Population of the Province amounted to 112,788 
population. souls, including children and infants. During 
the year 34,283 immigrants were imported, and 43,297 were otherwise 
brought on the books. The total number employed during the year was 
thas 190,368. 6,253 deaths occurred, giving adeath-rate of 5:11 per cent. 
There were 5,821 desertions, t.e., at the rate of 6°16 per cent. 42,435 
immigrants were otherwise deducted, that is, by determination of con- 
tract, by redemption under Section 137 of Act VII. (B.C.) of 1873, by 
cancelment of contracts, by imprisonment, by release under Section 112 
of the said Act, or from other causes. The total number thus removed 
being 54,509, the total number of immigrants remaining in the Province 
at the end of the year was 135,859, showing an increase of 23,071 in 
the immigrant population of the Province. 


308. At the commencement of the year 1876 there were 42,698 

labourers on contracts under Act VII. of 1873 

Statistics of Act VII. labourers. (B.C.) in the several tea districts of the 

Province. 19,813 such labourers were imported during the year, of 

whom 7,504 were recruited by garden-sirdars and 12,309 through 
contractors, and 1,520 were otherwise added. 
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The total number employed during the year was thus 64,031; of 
this number, 244 were released on account of permanent unfitness under 
Section 112 of the Act, 12,017 were released by determination of con- 
tract, 226 were released by redemption of remainder of contract under 
Section 137, and 156 by cancelment of contract under Sections 124 & 
135; 2,967 persons died, 2,444 deserted, 236 were imprisoned, and 1,130 
were otherwise deducted. The total number deducted was thus 19,420, 
and the number remaining at the end of the year was 44,611, giving a 
total increase of 1,913. 


The death-rate among labourers on contracts under Act VII. 
during the year was 6°79 per cent., against 2°64 per cent., the death- 
rate among immigrants imported otherwise than under the provisions of 
the Act. The difference between the two death-rates is very .marked; but 
it must be remembered that labourers who have become acclimatized are 
included among “other immigrants,” and also that many of these 
latter, on falling ill, return to their homes, and that their deaths are not 
reported. 

The death-rate, 11°37 per cent., among Act VII. labourers from 
the North-West Provinces is distressingly high. It is due, no doubt, to 
the fact of a large number of these labourers having been employed on 
newly-opened gardens. Other labourers, it was found, did not suffer in 
neatle so marked a degree in such gardens; but, under the existing 
provisions of the law, there was no mode of preventing the employment 
of these especially unsuitable labourers, except by aloeing the garden 
altogether to all imported labour. In order to meet such cases, a draft 
Regulation, empowering the Local Government to close a garden to any 
particular class of Act VII. labourers, was submitted to the Government 
of India, and has been approved of by the Governor-General in Council 
since the close of the year under report. The death-rate among other 
immigrants from the North-Western Provinces not imported under Act 
VII. contracts was only 2°96 per cont. These immigrants haye greater 
freedom of selection of gardens than their Act VII. brethren, and this 
fact, no doubt, ‘principally accounts for the low death-rate among them. 


The desertion-rate among Act VII. labourers, and among non- 
Act labourers, during the year was 5°59 per cent. and 6°64 per cent., . 
respectively. 

These high desertion-rates are not, as might be surmised, an indica- 
tion of harsh treatment by employers, but are almost entirely due to the 
bonus system, and to the unquestioning, nay, eager, readiness with 
which planters, as a rule, engage any coolie who seeks employment. 
The remedy for this state of things the planters themselves alone can 
apply. 


309. At the commencement of the year 1876 there were in the 
Statistics of fmmigrantas Province (not counting infants under two years) 
revisions of Act Vil. (boy ©1,984 labourers who had immigrated other- 
of :873. | wise than under Act VII. contracts, of whom 
26,138 were men, 20,061 were women, 9,001 were boys, and 6,384 were 


girls. 
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During the year 11,911 more of such labourers immigrated, of 
whom 4,432 were men, 3,130 were women, 2,527 were boys, and 4,349 
were girls. The number of infants who arrived at the age of two 
years during the same period was 1,766. The number of labourers 
otherwise added to this class by expiry of Act VII. contracts, and 
under other circumstances, was 30,007. The total number of such 
immigrants employed in the Province during the year was thus 105,268. 
The deductions from this number, owing to departure from gardens 
without leave, were 4,086. Those who left with permission amounted 
to 22,866. Counting further deductions, on account of deaths 1,984, 
and for other causes 488, leaves the total number of labourers other 
than those on contracts under the Act remaining on the books at the 
end of the year 75,844. 


The death and desertion-rates among this class of immigrants have 
already been commented upon. The number of infants born of im- 
ported women on the books at the commencement of the year was 8,506; 
the number of such infants remaining at the end of the year 
was 14,916. The rate of infant mortality was very high, 11°11 per cent 


310. During the year 1876 there were 800 tea-gardens oeaue in 

the Province, as compared with 763 gardens 

me a existing in 1875. Of these 800 gardens, only 437 

gardens employ Act VII. labourers, either exclusive of, or together 

with, other labourers; of these 437 gardens, 215 were visited only once, 

103 were visited twice, and 9 thrice in the year, and 110 were left unvisited. 

The Chief Commissioner has noticed the number of gardens left unvisited 

by the Inspectors of Labourers, a feature which he considers by no means 

satisfactory. He trusts that better results may be.exhibited in this 
respect in next year’s returns. | 


311. The object in opening this route was stated in para. 677, Part 
II... of last year’s report. The immigration 
operations vid this route during the whole of the 
year 1876-77 will be here described. During the above mentioned period 
296 batches of sirdari coolies, consisting of 3,770 emigrants, were despatche 

from the recruiting districts to Assam, vidé Dhubri, against 174 such 
batches, consisting of 2,694 emigrants, in the preceding year. Among 
the 3,770 emigrants, 160 deaths and 35 desertions occurred on the route, 
against 87 deaths. and 16 desertions in 1875-76. The death and deser- 
tion-rates were, respectively, 4:2 per cent. and ‘9 per cent., compared with 
3°2 per cent. and 6 per cent. in 1875-76. Of the 160 deaths, 112 alone 
occurred on the march from the recruiting districts to Dhubri; of these, 
68 are attributed to an outbreak of cholera among the emigrants while 
passing throught the district of Dinagepore. These statistics of mortality 
must, however, be received with caution, as it is believed, on good grounds, 
that the sirdars in charge of the batches report many coolies as having 
died who have really absconded. The death-rate during the river 
passage from Dhubri was only ‘89 per cent., against 1°46 per cent. 
among the coolies embarked at Gealante 


Dhubri and Rajmehal route. 


U 
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In addition to the emigrants embarked at Dhubri, some sinall batches 
of coolies, aggregating 126 in number, were marched along the new 
trunk road the whole way to Upper Assam vid Dhubri from the recruit- 
ing districts. The experiment was most successful,—not a single death 
occurred among the emigrants, who all reached their destination in good 
health. This route, it is expected, will be more largely used upon the 
extension of the Northern Bengal Railway to Rangpur. The Chief 
Commissioner has taken measures, in concert with His Honour the 
Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, for the construction of a good road from 
Rangpur to Dhubri. 


Since the close of the year, the Chief Commissioner has addressed 
the India General Steam Navigation Company and New Rivers 
Steam Company, with a view to the reduction of the fare*charged by 
the Company for the conveyance of coolies from Dhubri upwards, 
which at present is the same as that charged for their conveyance 
from Goalundo upwards. 


312. It was stated in para. 685, Part II.s. of last year’s report, that 
Provision of additional clothing the measure adopted for providing additional 
and shelter for immigrants clothing and shelter from the wind for 
uring the voyage in the ‘ ; e 
winter months, immigrants on their voyage upwards was most 
beneficial. The figures for the year under review support this statement, 
and show that the mortality among the emigrants during the winter 


months has steadily decreased since the measure came into force. 


313. It wasstated in last year’s report that the jean of the er 
| detention of steamers on their voyage u 

the voyage early attracted the attention of the Chief Cone 
missioner. The excessive detention of a steamer at Goalundo in March, 
1876, formed during the year the subject of a reference to the Govern- 
ment of Bengal, which led to the issue by His Honour the Lieutenant- 
Governor of certain instructions calculated to obviate all future complaints 
arising from the detention of steamers at that place of embarkation. 
Complaints were made during the year of the undue detention of 
steamers at Serajcanj for the purpose of inspection. The matter was 
brought under the consideration of the Government of Bengal and of the 
Government of India, and arrangements were made by the former 
Government which fully met the Chief Commissioner’s wishes in the 
matter. 


814. The question of the detention of sirdari coolies at Goalundo for 
medical inspection was, as stated in last year’s report, referred for the 
Detention of sirdari cootics at decision of the Government of India. Daring 
Goalundo for medical inspec: the year under review the Governor-General in 
Council decided that it was not advisable to 
disturb the arrangements made by the Government of Bengal for the 
medical inspection of sirdari coolies at Goalundo, and they are accord- 
ingly still detained at that place tor four days’ medical observation. 
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SECTION 3.—MEDICAL RELIEF. 


315. There were 17 dispensaries open in the Province during the 

rear 1876, as compared with 14 open in 1874, and 16 open in 1875. 

e additional dispensary opened during the year under review was at 
Jaipur. 


Ten out of the 17 dispensaries are main, and seven branch dispen- 
saries. The income of these institutions is derived from three sources, 
viz., Government aid, donations and subscriptions of neighbouring 
inhabitants, and hospital charges paid by Elan for maintenance 
and treatment of sick garden coolies. | 


The total amount contributed by Government during the year 
amounted to Rs. 8,945-11-72. From other sources, a sum of 
Rs. 15,845-1-3 was realized. The total income during the year 
amounted to Rs. 29,607-14-8, the balance in hand at the commencement 
of the year being Rs. 4,817-1-9}. The total expenditure during the year 
was Rs. 24,344-9-03, leaving a balance at the close of Rs. »,263-5-7}. 
The percentage of total cost of the dispensaries paid by Government 
amounted to 36°74, or little more than one-third. 2,582 in-door and 
25,503 out-door patients were treated during the year, making a total 
of 28.085 persons treated, as compared with 26,628 and 19,046 persons 
treated in 1875 and 1874, respectively. 


Malarious fevers, bowel-complaints, and skin diseases comprise 
the diseases most frequently requiring relief. 7,435 fever cases were 
treated. At Sylhet, in April and May considerable mortality attended an 
outbreak of fever of a severe type. The average rate of mortality 
amongst in-door patients during the year was 16°92 per cent. This is not 
an unfavourable average, when it is considered that a very large 
proportion of in-patients are admitted in an emaciated or moribund state. 

EKighty-nine major and 1,039 minor operations were performed 
during the year, as compared with 66 major and 420 minor operations 
performed in 1375. This increase is satisfactory. 

Relief is afforded at the several dispensaries to three classes of 
persons, viz. :-— 

(1.) Voluntary applicants for relief. 

(2.) Labourers sent in from tea estates. 

(3.) Persons admitted under the orders of the civil authorities. 

It is satisfactory to note that by far the greater number of persons 
treated are voluntary applicants, who sometimes come long distances 
to seek medical relief. 

On the whole, satisfactory results have attended the working of the 
dispensaries throughout the year. There has been a considerable increase 
in the number of persons treated and in the number of surgical 
operations performed. The money receipts, too, are increasing. 
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SECTION 4.—LUNATIC ASYLUMS. 


316. There is only one Lunatic Asylum in this Province, that at 
Tezpur. To this Asylum are sent, asa rule, all insanes from districts 
in the Assam Valley. Insanes from the two districts in the Surma 
Vallev are, under special arrangements made with the Government of 
Bengal, sent to the Lunatic Asylum at Dacca. 


The Tezpur Asylum was opened on the Ist April, 1876. The 
building is situated about a mile distant from the station of Tezpur, on 
an open plateau, and is of a very unpretentious character, consisting 
merely of mat huts, within a square enclosure, surrounded by a bamboo 
fence, and beyond by a hedge. This enclosure, which is 400 feet long 
each way, is divided into three compartments of unequal size, divided off 
by bamboo fencing. In the first compartment are ten huts for male 
insanes ; in the second compartment are three huts for female insanes; 
the third compartment contains the hospital, the cook-room, and two 
padded cells. =. 


A building of the above description is, perhaps, hardly worthy of 
the name of Lunatic Asylum; but, the Provincial resources being for the 
present quite unable to bear the cost of a suitable building, the most that 
could be done was to provide accommodation, where a few insanes 
not of a violent character might be lodged with comparative security. 
Insanes of a violent character are placed in the cells of the Tezpur Jail. 


64 patients were admitted into the Asylum during the nine months 
of 1876, of whom 43 were in fair health at the time of admission. Of 
the total number of patients admitted, 8 were criminal lunatics. Most 
of the patients were imported labourers. Acute mania was the chief tvpe 
of insanity observable among the lunatics. The rate of mortality among 
the inmates was distressingly high, viz, nearly 26 per cent. of average 
strength, and 15 per cent. of number admitted. The expenditure during 
the year was comparatively large, being at the rate of Rs. 145-11-2 
per head per annum, as shown in the margin. This high charge is 

Rs. As.p, to a great extent unavoidable, the cost of living in 


Establishment .. 6° 1° 6 the Assam Valley being very much higher than 
Clothing  -. 911 0 in other parts of India. Moreover, owing to the 
Contingencies |. 20 8 7 insecurity of the building, a larger staff of keepers 


Total .. 14511 2 Las to be entertained than would otherwise be 

: necessary. The receipts of the institution were, as 

was to be expected, small, amounting to only Rs. 83-14, distributed 
thus :— 


bb 





Rs. As, P. 
From manufactures ..........ceceeees 6 4 0 
From paying patients ............... 77:10 1 


The value of the labour of the insanes has not been taken into 
consideration in this calculation. It is not, however, considerable. The 
arrangement of the building does not admit of the introduction of 
manufactures to any extent, and, besides, most of the inmates are 
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physically or mentally unfit for any kind of skilled labour. The services 
of the insanes are chiefly utilized in executing improvements and repairs, 
and in performing menial offices. 


The insanes were, on the whole, well-behaved. There were two 
attempts at arson, and there were a few cases of assault. During the 
year seventecn insanes escaped from the asylum. They were all 
recaptured. Latterly, but few attempts at escape have been made. 


The Chief Commissioner hopes that by degrees it may be possible to 
effect considerable improvements in the present premises; but he cannot 
see any immediate prospect of being able to provide for the expenditure 
necessary for the construction of a proper masonry building. 


SECTION 5.—SANITATION. 


317. Very little progress has yet been made in the matter of 
sanitation in this Province, as local conditions present many natural 
obstacles to even limited progress in this direction. The absence 
of a scavenger population, as noticed in last year’s report, the 
peculiar formation of the country, the large, comparatively dispropor- 
tionate, area occupied by swamps and dense jungle growth, obviously 
favour greatly the prevalence of diseases of a malarious origin. The 
gradual opening out of the Province and the increase of popula- 
tion may remove some of these obstacles. The proverbial apathy of the 
inhabitants, and their indifference and obstructiveness in matters of 
sanitary reform, are impediments still more difficult to overcome. 


At head-quarters stations, however, much has already been accom- 
plished. At Shillong, the drainage and water-supply have been improved, 
aqueducts conveying a supply of pure water throughout the station have 
been constructed, jungle growth has to some extent been cleared, and 
endeavours have been made toimprovelatrinearrangements. At Gauhati, 
the municipality has been persistent in its attempts to improve the sanitary 
condition of the station by providing latrines, conservancy labourers, and 
a superintending staff of employés. Similar measures have been adopted 
tosome extent in other head-quarter stations. Further measures for 
improving the drainage at Gauhatiand Godlpara are in contemplation. 


The health of the troops ovcupying the military lines at Cachar has 
been much benefited by some alterations made in the drainage of the 
station. 


The removal of jungle in the vicinity of the station of Tura has 
resulted in a marked general improvement in the health of the residents. 


The improvement of the sanitary condition of the general agricul- 
tural population is a matter of special difficulty in this Province, not 
only from natural and physical causes, themselves a serious impedimen 
but, further, fromtbe habit of the cultivating classes of living in eead 
clusters of a few houses, instead of congregating in villages, a system 
which renders any sanitary control over a widely-scattered, as well as a 
scanty, population quite impossible. Sanitation must, therefore, for the 
present, be almost exclusively confined to the larger centres. 
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SECTION 6.—VACCINATION. 


318. The number of vaccinators employed during the season of 
1876-77, amounted to 95, of whom 79 were employed in the Kamrup 
district; of these 78 were trained ex-inoculators, who earn a livelihood 
without any assistance from Government by charging a small fee (about 
four annas) for each operation. The salaries of 15 out of the remaining 17 
vaccinators were defrayed by municipalities. The total cost to Govern- 
ment amounted to Rs. 1,286. The total amount of work performed was 
as the rate of 4°99 vaccinated per 1,000 of population. Though some- 
what in excess of average years, the proportion is comparatively low, but 
it must be considered that the staff of operators is a very limited one. 
In districts where the relative proportions of staff to population were 
more equalized, results were satisfactory; thus, in the Garo Hills, 36°76 
per 1,000 of the population, and in Kamrup 22-01 per 1,000 of the 
population were vaccinated. 

The average number operated on by each vaccinator was 248°75. 
The percentage of successful cases amounted to 86°32 in primary and 
94:73 in secondary vaceination. The total number vaccinated durin 
the year amounted to 23,632, being in excess of the number vaccinate 
during the previous year by 1,657. Ofthe total number vaccinated, 9,496 
were females. 

The attitude of the people varies in different districts. Apathetic 
indifference and a predilection for ancient customs are the chief 
obstacles to be overcome,—where prejudices are founded on religious 
scruples, the difficulty is greater, and occasionally insuperable. The 
chief Gossain in the Province is said to be opposed to vaccination on 
religious grounds, and his influence, when thrown into the scale, increases 
the difficulties in the way of the progress of vaccine operations. Opposi- 
tion has been completely overcome in the Garo Hills ; in other districts, 
notably in Kamrup, Goalpara, and Cachar, it is dying out. 


Of 3,276 prisoners, villagers, and schoolboys examined, only 9:09 
per cent, were unprotected, 42°36 per cent. had been inoculated, 21:84 
per cent. had been vaccinated, and 26°89 had suffered previously from 
small-pox. 

The average cost to Government of each operation amounted to 
only 103 pie, and the cost of each successful case to one anna one- 
tenth pie. 
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CHAPTER VII. 


INSTRUCTION. 


SECTION 1.—GENERAL SYSTEM OF PUBLIC INSTRUC- 
TION.—[Blank.] : 


SECTION 2.—EDUCATION. 


319. The number of schools existing in the Province at the close 
of the year 1876-77 was 1,133, against 1,137 at the close of 1875-76. The 
number of pupils on the 31st March, 1877, was 31,925, as compared 
with 31,462 on the 3lst March, 1876. In respect, therefore, to the 
number of schools, and the number of pupils under instruction, the 
position of the department was much the same as in the preceding year. 
Although there was a slight decrease in the total number of schools, yet 
there was an increase in the total number of pupils receiving 
instruction. 

320. The total expenditure for the last two years was as shown 


low :— 





Year. 1875-76, 1876-77. 
Rs. A. P. Rs. A. P. 
Subecribed by the public .............sssccsesceees 75,838 0 0 80,794 0. 0 
From Provincial Funds  ..........ccscecosccseesees 155,584 0 O | 144,413 0 0 
From Local Funds........ccsseccsassosscaseeseeseces 28,698 0 0 29,761 0 0 
Total .......2.cc000. 2,60,120 0 O | 2,54,968 0 0 


It thus appears that, whereas the number of schools fell off by 
four only, the total expenditure on education was reduced by upwards 
of Rs. 5,000. In £875-76, the contributions of the people came up to 
29 per cent. of the total cost; in 1876-77 it amounted to nearly 
32 per cent. 

It is ascertained that in the plains districts one person in every 
129, and in the hills districts one person in every 95, goes to school. In 
the preceding year, the proportions were one in 131, and one in 106, 
Tespectively. These figures evidence some advancement. 
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321. The following statistics, showing the proportion of ‘der 
under instruction to the general population in other Provinces besides 
Assam, are interesting, and are not anfavourable to this Province :— 


Province. People to each pupil. 
Bengal .............. scesdteatene win aaadaueuneeasateuesese 117 
Madras ..........00-eecceees ceasiec Ses ceacusete teesateRs 111 
Ni& We ProvilCes: .cdccssiediccessivesscgecescecess 122 
Oud aiscciccarecesbe cannes atic ted unset eves ooue ese 171 
Central Provinces ........cccccscccscccccccscsccces 99 
PAN AD x iaesasenesicrerscdumwedearate: apeensaneesens 152 
Haiderabad districts .........cccccsccesseccccccces 83 
British Burinall sccisccscccesccssccscccscascencéeens ee 
PLANS iccacsceviseccnreudwosasoceuncacus 12 
Assam ... } Mille eke ee ee 95 


322. The relative proportion of Hindus to Mussulmans at school 
during the year was 5 to 2. Educational statistics tend to show that the 
Mahomedan population of the Province are deplorably apathetic in 
matters relating to education. In 1874-75, one in 121 of the Hindu 
population, and one in 271 of the Mussulman population, went to school; 
in 1875-76 the corresponding proportions were one in 119 and one in 
267; and in 1876-77 the proportions were one in 112 and one in 297, 
respectively. The diminishing attendance of Mussulman pupils shown 
in these returns does not, however, prove that neglect of all education is 
increasing among this class of the population. The purely secular teach- 
ing in the Government schools is distasteful to the Mahomedans, and 
they prefer, when possible, to send their children to the independent 
mukhtabs where the Koran is taught. These mukhtabs are believed to 
be on the increase. Colonel Keatinge has under consideration the 

uestion whether it would not be possible to improve the character of 
these mukhtabs, and by giving them assistance, conditionally on the 
adoption of a satisfactory course of education in addition to their 
religious studies, to bring them thereby under Government supervision 
and control. 


It may be noted that, according to the departmental returns, the 
relative attendance of Hindus and Mahomedans is much the same 
in the districts of Goalpara, Kamrup, and Darrang, while in the districts 
of Nowgong, Sibsigar, and Lakhimpur the Mahomedans are propor- 
tionately better sckoolgoers than the Hindus. 


Out of the total number of pupils attending the schools in 1875-76, 
792 per cent. belonged to the lower classes of society; in 1876-77 the 
proportion was 804 per cent. 


323. The following statement shows an increase of two in the 


Pelwacy-tesbeaction: number of primary schools, and of 587 in the 
number of pupils receiving primary instruc- 
tion :— 

_ Year. Schools. Pupils. 
1875-76... (1,021 24,296 


1876-77 a: - 1,023 24,883 
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The cost of these 1,023 scbools came to ee of oe 

nk _ spam Rs. 48,005* were contributed by the State. 
Demepeper tee ere Ee average daily attendance having ees 17,620, 
the cost to Government of educating each pupil came to Rs. 2-11-7 out 
of Rs. 4-0-11. The public thus gave Re. 1-5-4 for each pupil, while in 
1875-76 they contributed Re. 1-2-8. The cost of educating each pupil 
is ascertained by dividing by the average daily attendance; were it the 
practice to divide by the number of pupils on the rolls, all of whom have 
no doubt received some education, the cost to Government of each 
papi would be found to be Rs. 1-14-11 out of Rs. 2-13-11, against 

. 2-0-6 out of the same sum in the previous year. 


It may be remarked here that, in addition to the pupils reading in 
primary schools, there were 2,733 scholars reading in middle and higher 
schools who were still in the primary stage of instruction. Thus, out of 
31,925 pupils, 29,204, or 91:4 per cent., were receiving a primary educa- 
tion ; in the year 1875-76 the percentage was 91:7. 


324. Secondary Instruction.—(a) Middle Vernacular Schools.—These 
schools were less in number by 3 than in the preceding year, having 
fallen from 60 to 57. Their cost came to Rs. 25,918. The average 
cost per head to Government was Ks. 5-15-1 and to the sablie 
Rs. 5-14-8. It may thus be said that the people contribute one-half 
of the cost of the education of thew children reading in middie 
vernacular schools. The attendance at these schools during the year 
was 2,970, against 3,322 in the previous year. ‘This slight retrograssion 
is probably only temporary. 


325. (b) Middle English Schools.—These schools numbered 81, 
against 32 in 1875-76, but the number of pupils attending them rose from 
1,971 in that year to 2,192 in the year under report. Their total cost came 
to Rs. 23,141, against Rs. 23,163 in 1875-76. In the year under report 
each pupil cost the State Rs. 5-18-5 out of a total cost of Rs. 15-14-5. 
The people thus contributed about two-thirds of the cost of the education 
imparted in these schools. 


326. (ce) Higher Class Schools,—Schools teaching up to the University 
Entrance Standard.—These schools consist of the eight zila schools and 
an unaided school situated in the town of Sylhet called the Mufti School. 
The average attendance at these schools during the past year was 1,133, 
against 1,158 in the preceding year. At the Dniveraity Entrance 
Examination in 1876, 21 out of 38 candidates sent up from these schools 
passed. In no previous year had so large a number been successful. 

_ The cost to Government of educating each pupil in the zila schools 
during 1876-77 was Rs. 19-5-1, and to the public Rs. 17-9-0. 


In respect to these schools, it is satisfactory to observe the tendency 
of the public to contribute more liberally in each successive year 
towards the education of each student. 


V 
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827. The number of female pupils attending the schools is on the 



































Sed os increase, as will appear from the following 
statement :— 
Number of female pupils. | 
District. pe Se ee ee aa ee Increase. Decrease. 
1875-76. | 1876-77. | 
| : 
{ 
COCHAR 6.csehtewiie Kak iG sawees bones 59 75 16 
Gy llieh cs sce pec ccosekeanawhaws of cases 20 | 55 45 
GGdI PATA aes sccawiedee candies sade Seies 31 50 19 
Rar pi va cssonsviviesad case ones se 109 226 117 
DAPrang <ccntsccvtes te skecdenceeees'se | 70 | 48 Sas 22 
NOW BO0G siic ccc4eccccnvasgeeesdee s% si 76 55 ea’ 21 
BiDSHPOY 5 cc cca pea ceeae we nek see eae eu's 133 | 72 as 61 
DAK Wit POP os vs dooce ee Soe pies ets oe 8 37 29 aye 
Total districts of the plaing .. 506 | 618 ae Nae 
Khtei Hills ..........c ec cceeeeeceeees 390 458 68 
Gata Hills sic eis eswile's see ko eeew wastes 10 20 10 
iti HINS & 0 vis 6d eed ae ae aoe ata ae 4 4 
Total hill districte . 400 482 a eee 
Grand Total .. 906 1,100 194 





In addition to the number of the girls actually attending the 
schools, it seems probable that a large number, of whom the department 
has no cognizance, may be getting some instruction at their homes; 
for in the year 1874-75 it was ascertained that more than 50 per cent. 
of the girls joining the schools of the XibsAgar district had learnt how . 
to read and write beforehand. 


328. Special Instruction—(a) Normal Schools.—At the close of 
the year there was a normal school at the head-quarters of each of the 
plains districts, excepting Cachar and Nowgong. During the year under 
review, these schools turned out 144 persons, who are now employed 
in teaching. In the previous three years, 351 teachers have been 
furnished. 


In addition to the teachers supplied by the normal schools, many 
youths who have passed the vernacular scholarship examination are 
found ready to take primary-schoolmasterships, and it frequently 
happens that some of these turn out to be among the best teachers in 
the primary schools. 


. 829. (b) Technical Schools.—The schools established from the 
Williamson Endowment Fund come undcr this head. 


The artizan school at Jorhat is now working with fair success. 
Instruction is imparted in boat-building, wheel-making, furniture- 
making, and blacksmith’s work. The survey school at Golaghat did 
not prove te there, and was far from successful. It has been 
discontinued since the close of the year, and in its stead a survey class 
(called the Williamson Survey Class) has been attached to the zila school 
at Sibsagar. 
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SECTION 3.—LITERATURE awnp tae PRESS. 


330. During the year 1876, 37 books were registered, against nine 
registered in 1875, showing an increase of 28 books. 


Of the 37 books registered, 13 were educational and 24 non-educa- 
tional works, 21 were original works, 10 were translations, and 6 were 
re-publications. 

The number of copies of educational works increased from 4,500 in 
1875 to 11,600 in 1876, and the number of copies of non-educational 
works increased from 2,800 to 16,150. 


With one exception, viz., a work on “the peculiarity of the river 
names of Assam and some of the countries adjoining,” which is in 
English, all the books published were written either in Bengali or 
Assamese. 


_ The books registered in 1876 treat of the following subjects:— 
Biography, drama, fiction, history, language, poetry, religion, science, 


and miscellaneous subjects. 


There is nothing noteworthy in any of these publications, which, as 
a rule, are of the nature of short pamphlets. Only three of them contain 
more than 100 pages. 
_ The expenditure incurred, under Section 10 of Act XXYV. of 1867, 
in the purchase of books during the vears 1874, 1875, and 1876, is 
given below :— 


1874. 1875. ° 1876. 
Rs. As. P. Rs, As. P. Rs. As, P. 
9 9 9 8 10 0 26 11 6 


Fees levied under Section 18 amounted to Rs. 10. No necessity 
arose for any prosecution under Section 16 of the Act. 


331. During the year 1876-77 there were six Presses in the 
Province,—one more than in the preceding year. 


Four native papers were published in the Province during the year 
under review, against three published in 1875-76, viz., the Arunodoi at 
Sibsigar, the Assam Bilasini at Majuli, in Sibsdgar, the Hitasadhini in 
Goalpara, and the Srihattaprokash in Sylhet. Besides the four news- 
papers mentioned above, the Dihingu Gossain, of Nowgong, edits a 
monthly treatise on religious subjects, which is printed at Gauhati and 
finds sale among his disciples only. The circulation of these newspapers, 
48 explained in last year’s report, is very limited, and is chiefly among 
foreigners. 


SECTION 4.—LITERARY SOCIETIES. 
Nil. : 


SECTION 5.—ARTS anp SCIENCES. 
Nil. 
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: CHAPTER VIII. 


ARCH HOLOGY. 


Nil.— Vide para. 725, Part I1.b. of last year’s report. 


——ge-—_-_— 


CHAPTER IX. 
MISCELLANEOUS. 


SECTION 1.—ECCLESIASTICAL JURISDICTION. 


332. Keclesiastical affairs in the Province are under the supervision 
of the Bishop of Calcutta. There is only one chaplain on the establish- 
ment, who officiates part of the year at Gauhati and part of the year at 
Shillong, and who also visits Goflpara four times & year. 


There is a minister at Dibrugarh paid by the Additional Clergy 
Society ; this minister visits Sadiya once a year. At Silchar there is a 
minister, also paid by the above Society, who visits Sylhet four times a 
vear. At Tezpur there is minister paid by the Society for the Propagation 
of the Gospel in Foreign Parts ; this minister visits Nowgong twice a 
year, Bishnath twice a year, and Mangaldai three times a year. In 
addition to the above, a minister has recently been appointed for Jorhat. 


There are seven churches in the Province,—at Shillong, Gauhat, 
Tezpur, Mangaldai, Dibrugarh, Sylhet, and Silchar. 























Statistics. 
Number of Number of Clergy- | Number of persons | Paid by Govern- 
churches, men and ministers. | attending worship. ment. 
Rs. 
Church of England 7 5 | heen ew nee 17,195 











SECTION 2.—ECCLESIASTICAL. 
333. There is nothing to add to the information given under this 
head in the Report for 1874-75 and 1875-76. 
| SECTION 3.—STATIONERY. 


334. The Superintendent of Stationery not being able to give the 
information asked for, this section is blank. 


STATISTICAL TABLES, 1876-77. 








INDEX. 


STATISTICAL TABLES, 


1876-77. 
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PART I. 


STATISTICS OF PHYSICAL, POLITICAL, AND FISCAL 
GEOGRAPHY. 


STATISTICAL RETURNS. 
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xiv ASSAM ADMINISTRATION REPORT. 
[8] E.— Fiscat (1876-77.) 


1. Survey and Settlement. 


SURVEY. 





















































Arca previuusly surveyed in miles. | Cost per mile. Surveyed ‘inring the year, with 
| cost per mile. 
Revenne. | 
g 3 : 
: x = a 
Tupographically. = . | a a : 28 
= x I < 3 3 > 
= = B 5 EE 2 
ie = | x > | z 
ty : = 2 ° 
5 = Es Ss B 
Rs. As. P. Rs. As. P. 
21.856 27.056 es 1& 3 4 66 7 1 717 square miles, cost} .... 
| Rs. 27 per mile. 
SETTLEMENT. 
Mes ve Annuil . 
a er eee Area in rok Date of expiry of 
Nature of Settlement. ries: reve nue Shetlenietut: Remarks. 
Azscsacd. 
| Rs. 
Settled in perpetuity ... 0... cece ec rceeceee oi | ANT 5 3,78 648 acwans Wiehe tae 
» fer thirty vears er upwards ...eeeeee. 19746 26.263 1906 to 1941 
99 ay tel ‘i als ud nuider thirty eepevzreeeags | 160-6] 1 OLDS 1878 to 1896 
py Under ten yualn eevee. eae aa bee Blaine wa | BSSWSB | 20,19 902 3lst March, 1877, 
” in prosTcss eneen eeounevonensed eeeereeuae 1 392 | 15.556 eevreeeenoecce 














Total........ { L1,627°50 30.50,994 Pacglaviacuieees 


Settlements previously made, including full 


FCO PUBS 25 eee kaste eee ease ete eter Beers 319299 4,08 292 Sis: sivcele wieela's 
Settloments without such record ccesseeeae ae 5 ANT ‘0d 3,738,048 Me asthe¢ seus 
Settlements during ( Detatled  o.cccwseeee Stas ge eee wants * 

the your | 


SULMINUIY sescecs eves 1,985.56 | 22,24 ,698 pare bua eiwtececates 
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‘aSBIOAY » 
ae ee ee FEG‘OEO'S | OLOTTER'L | cEa‘ios SZI'SIL'S | 000°ST oto‘oss’® | ész‘sTsF "* ses* SOQUI OBUIOAE PUY [870 
eeegitowe| ce-e gl we eC ee eee cas se =SCt«dLsCek tS bagi weieleawistele Someeewes STE eS9N 
weuliete, “Wr -waaeeg. TM . wads ees 18% waeWen aes atives 192 198 oseeseeeeees SUITE BRUTES PUR SUI 
oes I Shader NM -seetaate S18 ¥08 siwainard roe eye baly 508 +08 ote seetereesseecereseces SITET ONBD 
ong'z9'T soctog | crete | teeters [te eeee sone gogng | eects | tteeee | censcsstenccccenscserees mduyqyey 
90z'08'9 postcez | ceeees | ceteee [teens vae'sez pareeg | cretee | teecee | cosenescsccrcesccence eoee auSpaatg 
egg joc OBE o1e'ze'2 sevocg | octets org | cee SOL'LTZ gre'ttg | ogetg. | ceeeee | cetesceneseceen sees eeens Su0dmon 
PLL‘08' goo'esz | tenes os, tees eze‘ese Storer | Ttotzg | ceeeee | ceeeeeteeeecereeeeceesenes Sueireq 
Di scotiree <Mtcceeee. di eneatien l aureaes Ws sccatee caciesae “ scaceja It sdnnecs lapses: | seucecusee sien silts: Sena 
500 f ceeeee | caters 6zs'T9 ozt'zes' | o00'00s ozetstt | octteee 009'¢99 og'cgg | teers | toeeee | ceceescesenctsesenseeenens ered [pop 
960 | cteeee | teteee eee'es'> orece’g | gea'tet ost'gg9 | cee ser'gg0'c | sootgzo'g | ogatT | creete | cosceeeceteecceeeeeeecaseees gous 
080 | cetss | seeeee oss'sg't soo‘oge | tte soe'eg 000°S gee'ze2 geztzag | ceeeee | ceecee | ceeceeeeteeeeesettenes eisdeee zeqoep 
‘dV ‘te [dV SU [ad ‘Vv “8H oo 
"S¥I0M 
“open po saeinatas ‘UOTZeayy MO was ‘OSB : Geode “eiGb 
ware 1104 | Oo ae fife aS vowsoere | UTHETHTHS | “sigezmaToD Sump | TOL | pew®axan kg 
mad oyey | Od 8 WAIT THIOL we 
‘LNANSSASTV 
en nce et a a ea NN 
1 


‘(L1-9 L&T) 8asop Ut vat paescsspy puD pahkaaing—Z 


Ce] 


“LVOSIY — 


xvi ASSAM ADMINISTRATION REPORT. 


[10] E.—-Fiscat (1876-77). 


3.— Varieties of Tenure held direct from Government. 





























1 | 2 8 4 | 6 6 7 | 8 § 
5 3 % «dR 
; E 4g Fo 
s e | 3 Eee el an 
so) Ble E : 
NATURE OF TENURE. s E g B 5 3 8 g 
Ss |e} is] s e| 2 | & 
he ol me 4 od 
Pleel a ll dl edd 
| o > = 
Zi z |a* 5 Zs | & 3 & a 
Held by indivi-| ...... 
duals under law 
Great zemin-| of primogeniture 
daries, paying 
more than Rs.\ Held by indivi-} ...... 
50,000 revenue. duals and fami- 
lies under ordi- 
nary law. 
Under law of pri- eavocce esee eons eoenene eoneo eeeeee @eaene 
Large zemin- 
dari es, pay ing mogeniture, 
more than . 
6,000 revenue. | Ppa ordinary 7 eoee 1 875,265 | 53,609 (728 0 0 00 0 
Small zemindaries other than those 724 1,038 8,243 | 2,760,664 8,813 418 0 0] 1 0 0 d 
of cultivating communities. 5 
Proprietary cultivating communities 8,655 | 837 | 82,740 | 802,628 | 180 0] 0 6 o/s 
paying in common. 3 
Proprietary cultivators paying se-| 477,171 7,846 |949,287 | 39,61.782 8| 6 0 Oo] 0 100 
parately, including all small estates 
paying lcss than Ra, 100. 
Holders of In perpetuity eeoe 454 55 63 $9,532 131 eeeuee5e eoveee 
revenune-free 
tenures. For life ...ccsecce 522 1,451 2,341 24,958 48 eoeene eoeene 
Granta held under the rules of 1838 100 50 94 §4,634% SC es 
and 1854. 
Landholders who have redeemed the 1,668 185 1,930 259,121% 155 eeosee eoanee 
revenue, 
Purchasers of waste lands eseeveneen 827 91 293 192,254 588 eevee eoesees 
aac eae bea a ee a: — ee 
Total. .ccccccsccces: 489,628 11,053 1,040,292 8,080,833 16 eveveoe cease eove 
————————————— 
® Of these areas, 41,831 acres were assessed during the year. 
[11]. E.—FIscat. 


4.—Varieties of Tenure not held direct from Government (1876-77). 


[No data. ] 








STATISTICAL RETURNS. XVil 
[12] E.—Fiscau (1876-77.) 
5.—Register of Transfers. 
: Average area, in 
Number of transfers - of h 
recorded. holding transferred. 
NaTURS OF TENURE TRANSFERRED. REMARKA, 





—e 1 
Great zemindaries, complete sereceseee ecccce 
Shares in ditto. ....cccccccccccccccccccces ees 
Large zemindaries ......... ie eciuan ea ree 
Shares in ditto.....scccccoteccsses ckoneasees 
Small semindarics.......2.cccccescccccccees 
Shares in ditto........ sing Sve cein'e'bioras pieeiow's'e 


Villages owned by cultivating communities .. 


Holdings of proprietary cultivators...... Jak 

Intermediate holdings of a transferable 
character, 

Holdings of ryote at fixed rates ...... iaeeen 


Holdings of ryote with right of occupancy .. 


1,561 


918 


183 


1,887 


887 


81 


117 


72 


18 


26 


A.R.P.| A.R.P.| A. RP. 


5-1-5 ve 
18-2-389 
11-0-15 
4-0-16] 6-8-8 
60-2-28) 12-0-0 
805-3-22; 8-0-0 





839-0-0 


533-0-0 
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ASSAM ADMINISTRATION REPORT. 


B.—JupDICcIAL STATEMENT. 
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2. (Criminal).—Statement of offences reported, and of persons tried, convicted, 
and acquitted, for each offence tn the Province of Assam in the year 1876. 
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2. (Criminal).—Statement of offences reported, and of persons tried, convicted, 
and acquitted, for each offence in the Province of Assam in the year 1870. 
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B.--JupiciaL STATEMENT.—( Continued.) 


(Crimimutl).-—Statement of offences reported, and of persons tried, coneictel, 
and acquitted, for each offence in the Province of Assam in the year 1816. 
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[23 | B.—JupiciaL STATEMENT. 


7. (Civil).—Statement showing value of Suits disposed of in the Cwil and 
Revenue Courts of the Province of Assam in the year 1876. 














NUMBER OF SUITS DISPOSED OF st 
IN DIFFERENT COUKTS. 53 

a | Se: ee § 

B°a Pi, 228 2 

VaLUE OF SUITS. i| 8 |& Ea g | ¢ BS 3 

5 A. at 3 5 5 © 

° 3 ie £ a °o Go o E= Ss 

oS a es 0 ye be 7,2 3 

e| 2 |98s4) 2 |e] cy z 

s| @ |seas) 8 | 2B] 83 a 

> E 4° = A | a a”. B 

In Civil Courts. Rs. 

Not exceeding Rs. DB. ass eade | deers 1,392 39 | ... 1,431 5,010 
Ditto ‘ 20 Beetles Wee ewes 5,190 | 278 | ... 5,468 17,222 
Ditto = LOO: deg: ewe) esas 9,661 | 342]... | 10,003 |] 4,83,463 
Ditto 7 500 Seal seees || waseee 2,623 2) ove 2,625 | 4,99,063 
Ditto - 1,000 baa: Neues | Saeese 196 4]... 200 | 1,38,382 
Ditto 3 5,000 sass [Adee Weteetaee 6 88 | ... 94 | 1,88,960 
Ditto » 10,000 ase eae: Reeeemel’. Peweras Dl ase 9 68,924 
Ditto » 1,00,000 sai caee: “|\ Seeaet, |. decks 6 | ... 6 | 1,01,078 
Exceeding » 1,00,000 Sheu) aes | cacweutll’ mesaete Blleks 3} 7,14,167 


fee ES | ES | eS | se eto | cee 


oe 19,068 | 771 | ... | 19,8399] 22,70,269 


Total in Civil Courts 





In Revenue Courts. 
Not exceeding Rs. 5 


105 345 
Ditto a 20 145 1,403 
Ditto ‘5 100 je 81 §,121 
Ditto % 500 12 2,443 
Ditto 43 DOOON. «eae |moee Aeakteeall' dessuser, |NGacaee | ates Wi copetion’ AP wcneeease 
Ditto is 5,000 2 3,318 
Litto » 10,000 1 7,294 
Ditto i A DOOO0 . teaualeee), wage) veweamer <1] asses] ate: || “anaes. jl. eabdaseds 
Exceeding »» 1,00,000 see) Mina saan couneeee testes nese) aeeeaeee cll. ateatdioas 
Total in Revenue Courts ee P76 ln) 3464 17,924 


aS | a, MS | eS SERENE 


Grand Total 





® Six cases having no money value have not been included in this Statement. 
¢t Two cases as noted above. 
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11] 1. General Statement of Crime, showing the result of Police operations in the 
detection and prosecution of crime and recovery of stolen property during the 
year 1876. 
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: \ Col eanvrictin 
be x eo Aa Rok” Was chtained tm 
— 7 i 8 > a “3 it = ’ B 
E Law under which pnnishable. Description of Crime. Statement A. | “= derided. 
Z, 
2 | | 
5 1876. | 1876. | 1875. | 1276 | 
& : | . | 
| | ; 
1 | 2 8 | 4 5 6 i 
iene ste cca tenes phere Abetment of offence not committed, &e. .... etsy Wass cate | bee 
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Hing, L19. cc cvcccenecccucccvoscons | Conceuling design to commit offence ........ eerie ena eee aig 
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' ment notes, 
4 212, DY Give asa -oie!oieie ls. e%e se yore: e ves o-eiele 0% | Harbouring an offender @aeenvvseann eeeonnnaen 1 4 | eosn sece 
Oo 224 to DO Gs Serie et ooten es wae acevek ahaa Other offences against public justice ........ 51 BT wees ates 
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Crime, with result of Police operations for the year 1876. 
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454, 4209, 457 to 16) eeaenesceanersenea 


Plepet ty om bom ko mtated Ly ' 
Lurkine vy isetrespass orhonse-breaking with 606 810 cease weee 
wee Preccomrntanmetlonee, or las ing luude 
peu paratio n ter burt. 
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449 lo AND Sauce hin se bie alesw.d Sw 'ate ate aleierecd 


12, qe eee e.cb ae aes aS de 


CLASS TV.— M nor of ces agiuinst the person. 
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sR G8 qiavenda tu iaienee ataraiere wees.) Hatten grave or sudden provocation wscceees 2 re 
ere ee re ee i awmidiieeeueey eae, OS TF Pe hPh wc tsar he twee waa Va ee ee 152 R15 Seas 
SHC cheb wo. eee atte dtieed nets Wronofnliesraint ardbeenfinement sseccces olf Gos oeee 
ey Westnh ces wae bape Gra ateare a Mas, aet causing lurtor endangering life .. Seater cues 
MeO: gil ewes enaiee aS oecen arate cas asad ca tas W adit as US. 2 rt sca. aye ere eee ere sie 34 ones 
DIAS boi ewes Seow Sets Hee eek aes Cota, ulsery Lab cee cccemeccccsccersuces 4 | 4 ease 
Total sce%6 as 672 | 1, O8 | 23s °F 

CLAss Vi- Miner otcnees agarinat property, —_———'—__—_ 
AS AOS as ao vaiwiaawes oleae eet pa peak rues amy or house-breaking .. 7 64 wis 
879 ty UN? ; UPAR cis ew aaa MiG ewe cay 740 cece 
DD CO a oo 60S 6 esc sole e eies ku eiecalelewe.8 Theft. . Sanne ATC ccaeee UW a ee aaa tod bathe N56 3,256 es 
AUG CIES eats enh chances Ig IEA tea ot rats sceveweseaweece es | 244 261 cuiee 
MD AA cio be oie ai co orean wee ee ee eee vir stele hs Pepe Pty sce cececeeeccees - 260 26 seee 
ieee aad eT AS Vee beg ewes eee Mos chief ty kiting or waiting animals... aise 23 wees 
AMT, 4iXs ca, neat we ttiesterences: Caimitrealburty We trespiss sew ces ee eee 436 450 sees 
MOL, AG2 cc ecc ccc nce e ec ceweercees Gresthing closed receptacle scsece ce cceeeeeens 2 1 seen 
Total...s..0. 4 4,148 4.068 30°49 

Chass VIL—Other ote nees not Epeci fic d atbeore, Tso eas =e ae 4 
BIL, 400, AOL. cece eee eee eeeeee | Deli ning to gangs of thugs. dacoits, robbers 1 eens avs 

and thieves. 

Chapter XIX. C.PLC. oc. .e.eeee ee | Vaeraney and bad character8  seccccecceenes 289 142 cone 
OP 21 salen sas eees oui tcaaeanins’s AUVs AIS PELE gays ee eare yaa Seas 3 1 cess 
\ Cosnizabueottenecs under the Gambling Act.. 2 4 woes 
: -———— —- - Bacine Laws so... Siete wate wets 81 173 ar 
 Cognizable offences under the, ,—————- -Ruilway Laws ....... see soeecens eee ease oes 
Acts in force in the Province’ | sult and Customs Laws....-.eee. eee eas nee 
stage Carriage ACt oc. cnc cccvnees aes aierecs woe 
—————-- Stamp Act eee... grates sic eud acai whe Stas 2 re 
269, 270, 977, 279, 280, 281, 289, 283, Public and lucul nuisances sc cccccsceucseeeee 311 419 —— 

5 to 2N7, 2X9, 201 to 204, section | el pee 


84 0f Act Vo of Tst1, and any 


other Municipal or local laws .. 


eine Toaving rade proparution for hurt 
Rese vit steum property by dacuity or 12 5 7 Sues 


hiawitlas = ere ete 
= Total.... 951 | 1204 : 














Total .... 637 Ta 70°58 





Other special and local laws cognizable by Police 51 54 | 7548 | 1622 
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Ixxxli ASSAM ADMINISTRATION REPORT. 
[50] K..— MIiTary. 


3. Statement showing Religion, Races, and Classes of the Native Officers urd 
Men of the Army attached to the Province of Assam on the last day of the 
yeor 1876. 





















AVERAGE, BE 
Ss b> 
& 
Classification according to religion, & 
raccs, &c, § ‘ Height 3 t 
: ge. e = § 
7, S 
Christians ...... 9 27°88 56’ ; 
35th N. I. |}{ Muhammadans.| 19 29 5°77" Norecord. Reclie | 
| Hindus pinnae 653 27-28 5'8° J | 
Christians ...... eae: eae. | Pewee 1 . 0} 
rom 
42nd ia L. Muhammadans | 124 35 57” nds. tol$ | ps 
mds. 
Hindus .......... 761 SO> |. Sewees 
Sie 
gee 
CHYIStIONG: ccciee ae | dseees. 1? > Seeees See 
243 
43rd A.L.I. _ 34 40 5’8” 10 stone. | a é 
Ses 
Hindus .:....... 823 29° 54° EEE 
Om oH 
oO 
Christians ...... 7 27°85 5'5” 1 md. 308. | C auca& 
sia. 
44th N. I, Muhammadans.| 21 33°83 5'6" 1 md. 298. | ccoseesse 
| Hindus ......... 835 29:83 5'6" | 1 md. 25s. | Mongolian 
and Cau- 
[51] F.—Marmg. 1.—[Blank.] 
[52] F.—Marinz. 2.—[ Blank. | 
PART ITI. 
STATISTICS OF PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION. 
[53, 54, 55,] A.—Finance. 


1, 2, 3.—See Chapter V.—Finance. 
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[56] B.—Pusiic Works DEPARTMENT. 


1. Statement showing the Expenditure incurred on Imperial, Provincial, and 
Local Services in the Public Works Department during the year 1876-77. 















Original | Repairs. Total. | Grand Total. 
Iu PERIAL SERVICES—ORDINABY— Rs. Re. Rs. Rs. 
LDLICATY sscva ok a cebecdecaceeees ees 15,670 20,414 36,084 
Civil Buildings..........cccccsssceeces 11,958 1,715 13,673 
Establishment cnsciscicccsssccccsscese| | “sedeon. |. “aeasen 12,433 
Boyeee. lh’ aguas es 62,190 
Barrack Department ....cccccccceee | ceeeee | teens | wwe 137 
Total, Imperial Services... | ...... | scene | een eee 62,327 
PeovinciaL SERVICES—ORBDINARY— 
Civil Buildings....... gustiveessueeeess 142,452 
Com munications .............ceceeees 2,77,144 
Miscellaneous Public Inmprove- 85 
ments. 
Establishment ...... idewiuiecvedeeess |’, Meemee: 1, eeuodt 2,50,502 
Tools and plant ....csscssescsesscees 14,704 
Profit and loss ....... ph guazessenteae 128 
6,85,015 
Suspense balances ......... ...cecese —35,453 
Total, Provincial Services... |  ....2. | seseee | ee eee 6,49 562 
Loca Srrvices— 
Williamson Education Fund— 
Works and repairs ........cssecssees 
Establishment ..........cccccescsseees 
563 
Assam Local Fund— 
Works and repairs .........sccsseees 
Establishment .,...scccssscccssscecees 
7,818 , 


District’ Improvement Fund Reserve 
Account— 


Works and repairs .........csssceees 


Miscellaneous Improvement Account— 


Works and repairs ............- adds 
Total, Local Services... 1,02,306 
GRAND TOTAL ......000- - 8,14,195 





a 





Ixxxiv ASSAM ADMINISTRATION REPORT. 
[57] B.—Pustic Works. 


2. Statement showing the Income and Expenditure on reproductive works 
in 1876-77.—[ Blank. | 


[58] C.—Raitways. 
[ Blank, there heing no Railway in the Province.] 


[59] D.— Marine. 


1. Statement showing the various Government Ships and Vessels employed in the 
Province of Assam in the year 1876-77. 





| 
| 











- i = 
~ . | = 
e & | | & 
>» & af | § 
aes S dj % F 
23% P= 5 3 g 
DETAIL OF VESSELS. be oie | ° A 3 do: REMARKS, 
S&S 6 S| g Sm 
| a8 » | el § 5s 
ae a | & = “ae 
| Bom |] g 2 7 
Soa Ss oh gg Ss sa 
a. Ai ZA — - 
rr 
ons. H.-P. Rs.| Res. 
} | 
~ | r Fr é ‘ if 
Steamer ‘‘ Prince Albert, 357 | 170 5 | 65 (32,380 | 
April to December, 1877. | ) | | | | 
| | 
Steamer “Koladyne,”’ from | 295| 90) 5 | 42 | 7,649 | 
January to March, 1877. | | | | _: 
> Employed under the orders af the 
ae os : » | . . S Chief Commissioner of Assam. 
Paddle-steamer No.2, April,, 55 | 110 | 1 | 13 | 5,633) & a 
1876, to March, 1877. | a) | 
~~ 
Flat “Gogra,” April, 1876, | 304 | | 1 | 22) 8661) & 
to March, 1877. | 
i 
Yacht “Sunamukhi,”’ April, | ... | a 1 | 15 | 8,046 
1876, to March, 1877. | | | | 
. 
AP | 





Eee 


[60] D.— Marine, 


2. Statement showing number of Officers and Men employed otherwise than in 
Government Vessels in the Province of Assam in the 


year 1876-77.—[ Blank. | 
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[65] F’.—Prices or Propuce anp Lasour aT THE END OF THE YEAR 1876-77. 
2. Labour. 








Wages per diem. 

















DISTRICTS. ie ag ae . per sure Boat per day. 
Skilled. | Unskilled. Poa 
Rs. As.P./Rs. As.P.}Rs. As.P. Rs. As. P. 
SYNGE se eadenwedeasees 0B Ol Oe. Bs. Op -- argue if “eipeeces. iil asegee 1 0 0 . 
Cachar vecsssssessssseee Os8 0,0. BO) ado: wal 4 xa. 1 8 0} (Bengali 
Godlpara wu... we (0 4 0/0 3 0/1 0 OF on. 1 8 of  Doate.) 
Ramrdp  ....... .eseeee 010 00 401 8 OF ...... |... 0 5 0 
Darrang ........cecee0 010 00 5 O01 4 O ...... |e. 0 4 0 
NOWZON BQ. .0...c0sceeees 08 00 3 6100 .... |... 0 8 O 
Sibsagar .........0.000. 012 00 4 0:2 0 O ...... | o.. 0 8 O | (Dug-out 
Lakhimpor ............ DO) OR OB ORD: de SOP execs: “if: caeeay O 8 Of canves.) 
Khasi Hills............ OTS: SOD ON, aoeccan Oh sabe: AO ewteg: 1) Seabees 
Garo Hills ............ OF.58: OO 4. BEA. Oo Ob seesaw: “1 execs’ TP -Sesias 
Naga Hills ............ eae: Oe 36 OP gvacnd. 1) sages. tl cess 010 0 
| 
[66] (4.— MInEs anD Quarriks (1876-77). 
Number 
DISTRICTS. Where situated. Mineral produced. of REMARKS. 
mines. 
Sylhet ...... Pergunnah Jaflang, in Jaintid| Limestone ............ 1 
Cachar ...... North Cachar ............ Coal. 
Katta Khal .............6. Limestone. 
Godlpa&ra_... | Pergunnah Karaibari_ ...... Coal sxsacatensuiceesecees 1° | °Mine belongs 
Kamrop..... Mouzah Mataikhar —..... ETON ss vssavsieistacseances 1 to a zemindar 
»  Chapaguri....... Limestone ............ 1 of Godlpara. 
Darrang...... Nil. 
Nowgong ... | Hills near Panimur ......... Limestone. 
nt Ditto." eaaeeiteteats Coal. 
Sibsagar...... Dikhu and Disang... ........ Coal. 
on gold-dust, and 
petrol leum.) 
oe Makuin,Terap,and Namdang | Coal .........00-eeeseeee- 2 
Garo Hills. GAéro Hills ......eseeeeeee Coal. 
Ditto... iccassassaeases Limestone. 
Khisi and| Khdsi and Jaintid Hills... | Lime........seseee 33 
Jainti4 Hills. Ditt6:° ——aiabaeniee as CON sivesocsuieaseieens 16 
: (Iron and slate). 
Naga Hills... Rangemah .........csesceseeees Coal. 


Banks of the Nambar and | Lime. 
Jainuna rivers. 

Banks of the Jamuna river | Chalk. 

Barail Mountain. ............ Slate. 
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No. 1.—Statement showing the quantity and value of articles imported into 
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C.—EDvuCATION. 


1.—freturn of Scientific und Literary Societies for the official year beginning 
lst April, 1876, ending 31st March, 1877. 





Members or 

















ncome, ‘i 
Income i Visitors. 
| 3 tae 
S | 43 
Name. Objects. ie of a When 
- S t w, } | b sta hlicl 
a | - = | So esta lished, 
> | © 3 Total. | | J z 
x 8 | & |g /= 2 
_ = he . _ ad . ~ 
st es 3 £ = o| es 2 
5 cS Do = = - ~ a 
es Os LP ee Sisalslaele 
| Rs. | Re. A, P.| Rs. A. P. 
i | | 
Subhasadhini .. | To do good to the | | 504 2 0) 504 2 0) 18 18 | Not |16th February, 
country. 1872 
| 
Mayo Society ...-. | Diffusion of pri-| .. | 72 Seas 73. 8: O..14 1 as 4 14 | Not | March, 1872. 
mary instruction | | 
| . . | 
in memory of the | 
| late Lord Mayo. | 
| 
| 
Shillone Debating | Improvement, phy-| .. | 360! 65 O 0! 365 0 0} 20 20 | Not | October, 1876. 


Clab. sical. moral, intel- | | 


lectual, and social. | 





[77] C. 2.—Statistics of Instruction.— The Press, 1876-77. 

















PUBLICATIONS THEREAT. 
District. Name of Press. Name of Proprietor. 


Newspapers. Periodicals. 





Sylhet .....-.--.---. | Srihatta Prokash ........ | Babu Grish Chandra Dev, | Srihatta Prokash ( Bi- 


Babu Lakhinath Sarma, | monthly). we 
Babu Sharat Kumar Das, 
Babu Krishnu Govind Das, 
Babu Joy Chunder Das. 
Gol pa4ra ........-. Hitabidhayini Press ...... | Hitabidhayini Society...... GodIpdra Hitasadhini rer 
( Weekly) 
Kamrip ..--«.-.... | Chidananda Press ........ | Chidananda Chondri ...... enGb ce searean Chandradat 
(monthly). 


American Mission Press ..| Rev. A. K. Gurney ........ | Arurnodot (Monthly).. ewan 
— | Dharmaprakash Press ....| Anuhdti Gossain.......... | Assam Belasini 
(Afonth!y) 
Assam Dipak. 
Khasi Hills........ | Assam Secretariat Press ..| Her Majesty's Government | Assam Gazeite ( Weekly) seve 
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Curste of Medteal Saperintendence, 


Name and rank of 
Superingendetts of 
Dispauearies, 


J. oJ, Monteith, M.p., 
Civil Surgeon, 


A. Garden, M.D. Sur- 
weom- Major, Caval Sur- 
eon, 


Mr. J. Shine, Civil Me- 
dival Qiicer, 


J.P. Cromarty, Civil 
Surpeoon. 


E.G. Russell, Moa. M.D, 
Civil surgeon 


J. O'Rricn, M.D. Civii 
Surge, 


J. White, Snrecon-Ma- 
jor, Civil Surg on, 


Ditto ditto 


Mr. A.D. Cooper, Civil 
Medical Onlicer. 


Mr. J. W. Wuehera, Civil 
Medical Officer. 


Babu R. C. Sen, Civil 
Medical Ollicer. 


T. Mithew, M.p., Sur- 
geou-Major, Civil Sur- 
geon, 
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GENERAL SUMMARY. 


THe year was on the whole a favourable one to the 
agriculturist. In some districts, owing 
to an unseasonable rainfall, the salz rice 
crop partially failed, but this partial failure was counterbalanced 
by the abundant yield of the aus rice crop. On the whole, 
however, both these crops gave a fair outturn, and the yield 
of the other crops was not below the average. The rainfall 
during the year w2s somewhat unequally distributed: in the 
Brahmaputra Valley it was below, while in the Surm4 Valley 
and in the hill districts it was above, the average. 


Seasons and harvests. 


2. The general condition of the people throughout the 
year appears to have been as prosperous 
as usual. The high prices of food-grains 
which generally prevailed were a result of extraneous circum- 
stances; they were by no means an indication of local scarcity 
or distress. 


Condition of the people. 


3. The public health throughout the year was generally 
fair, but cholera in an epidemic form 
visited the districts of Sylhet, Kamrdp, 
Nowgong, and Darrang. In the latter district there was an 
especially severe outbreak of this disease, carrying off 2,204 
persons. There were the usual number of deaths from 
malarious fevers. Small-pox prevailed in some districts. The 
Vital statistics, being untrustworthy, throw no light on the 
general health of the people. 


Health of the people. 
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4. No general administrative change of any importance 
took place during the year. The crea- 
tion of the post of Inspector-General of 
Police and Prisons, and Commissioner of Abkari Revenue and 
Superintendent of Stamps, was, through inadvertence, not 
alluded to in last year’s report, and may therefore be men- 
tioned here, although the appointment was constituted before 
the close of 1876-77. 

Under the head of “ Political changes,” the principal 
occurrence to be noted is the suspension, temporarily, for the 
period of a year, of the provisions of the {nner Line Regulation 
in regard to that portion of the Darrang Inner Line which faces 
the Towang country. This was done at the request of the 
Bhutia chiefs on the other side of the border, who complained 
that the restrictions of the Kegulation were a serious impedi- 
ment to their intercourse and trade with the people of the 

lains. 

7 Neither of the two remaining sub-divisions in Sylhet was 
opened during the year, but a site for the head-quarters of the 
Latu sub-division was fixed upon at Karimganj, and orders to 
commence building operations were issued. ‘The selection of 
the site for the head-quarters of the Habiganj sub-division was 
unavoidably postponed. Both of these sub-divisions have since 
been opened. 

The long-standing dispute concerning the boundary be- 
tween the district of Godlpdra and the Garo Hills, in which the 
zemindars had filed suits against Government in the Civil Court 
claiming large sums as compensation, ‘was at last set at rest by 
a compromise and mutual agreement, according to which the 
newly-defined boundary is maintained, and the disputed lands, 
though recognized as the property of the zemindars, are left 
principally under Government management. ; 

Among other proceedings for the revision of boundaries 
may be mentioned the completion of the demarcation of the 
boundary between the Gdéro Hills and Mymensingh, the notif- 
cation of the boundary between the Géro Hills and the Khas! 
Hills, the revision of the boundary between the districts of 
Rangpur and Godlpara, and the re-arrangement of the thannah 
divisions in Godlpara. | 


Changes in Administration. 


5. The chief event of the year in connection with the 
Relutions with tributary States tate of Manipur was the despatch to 
See eee ee Tipaimukh by the Manipur Durbar of 
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deputation authorized by the Maharajah to enter into negotia- 
tions with the Lushais, with a view to induce them to refrain 
from attacking certain Naga villages situated in Manipur 
territory. The deputation, however, was of a most informal 
character, and the negotiations came to nothing. 

The question concerning the disputed boundary between 
Manipur and British territory, which had been pending for several 
years, was settled satisfactorily during the year under report. 

The behaviour of the Manipuri détenus kept under 
surveillance at Sylhet was good throughout the year. 

With the exception of the Angami Nagas, our relations 
with the various tribes on this frontier were peaceable, and, on 
the whole, afforded no ground for disquiet. The hillmen. 
attended during the year the several large annual fairs which 
are held mainly with a view to cultivate friendly relations with 
them, and their behaviour while in the plains was, with the 
exception of the Kapas Chor Akas and some thieving Nagas, 


Though the Abors made no overtly hostile demonstrations 
during the year, their manner was, as formerly, insolent and 
overbearing, and they have boldly asserted claims, which are 
altogether inadmissible, to land lying in the plains. 

- In last year’s report it was stated that a punitive expedition 
was to be despatched during the cold weather of 1877-78, to 
inflict punishment on the Angami Naga village of Mozema 
for a raid committed on the British Naga village of Gumaigaju 
in North Cachar. The expedition accordingly left Samaguting 
on the 6th December, 1877, and on the 8th idem Mozema was 
carried by assault. The Mozema men, on being driven out of 
their village, dispersed. through the neighbouring hills and 
jungles, and some desultory fighting ensued; but finally they 
made overtures for peace, and terms, on the whole satisfactory, 
were imposed upon them. ‘The objects of the expedition were, 
to a great extent, attained. | 


6. Parties of the Topographical, Trigonometrical, and 
Revenue Surveys were employed in the 
Province during the year. The main 
work of the Topographical Survey party lay in the Miri Hills, 
on the north bank of the Brahmaputra, and in the Mishmi Hills 
at the head of the Brahmaputra Valley. In the Miri Hills, 
operations were carried on in conjunction with the Trigonome- 
trical Survey party, one of the chief objects of the exploration 


Barvays. 
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being to ascertain the true course and origin of the Subansiri 
river, and the possibility of its connection with the Sanpo river 
in Thibet.. The united party, under Lieutenants Harman and 
Woodthorpe, penetrated to the second range of hills, no obstacle 
on the part of the inhabitants being met witb. The principal 
difficulty was in obtaining supplies and carriage, the population 
being very scanty and miserably poor, barely able apparently 
to support themselves. As, however, the orders of Govern- 
ment prohibited the further advance of the party, the question 
as to the upper course of the river could not be satisfactorily 
settled; but observations were made which will materially help 
in the elucidation of the problem. In the Mishmi Hills and 
the country at their base, valuable explorations were made by 
Lieutenant Woodthorpe and his party, which, should further 
investigations be made in this direction of a route to Western 
China or Upper Burmah, will be found of much importance. 

The ‘Trigonometrical Survey, besides their work in the 
_ Miri Hills, completed the remainder of their series of triangu- 

lations in the head of the Assam Valley, and the party was 
then withdrawn. 

The Revenue Survey party continued the demarcation and 
adjustment of la-kheraj and nisf-kheraj holdings in Kamrup, 
on which it is still engaged. The progress of this work towards 
completion is very far from satisfactory. The work is to some 
extent, perhaps, unavoidably tedious, but it is hoped that 
under orders recently issued a greater degree of rapidity may 
be attained in the future. 

During the years 1875-76 and 1876-77, a survey was 
undertaken in the Dikhu Valley and the adjacent coal-fields 
by a party detached from the Northern Bengal State 
Railway. ‘The object of the survey was to examine the practi- 
cability of connecting the Dikhu coal-fields with the Brahma- 
putra. The result was reported in the course of the year, and 
the alternative projects recommended will be found im the 
body of the report. 


7. During the year under review progress was made 
in the re-settlement of ilam estates in 
Sylhet, the re-settlement of other’ petty 
scattered estates in that district, the re-settlement of the Jaintié 
pergunnahs, the settlement of waste lands in Cachar, the 
re-settlement of the Eastern Duars in Godlpéra, petty re 
settlements in that district, and the ordinary annual settlements 
in Assam Proper. 


Settlements. 
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The cost and rate of progress, both of the ilam settlements 
and of the settlement of the other petty estates in Sylhet, 
during the year were not altogether satisfactory. Good progress 
was, however, made during the year in the re-settlement of the 
Jaintid pergunnahs,—the measurement of the remaining per- 
gunnahs having been completed, and the re-settlement of the 
tenures in six pergunnahs having been nearly completed 
before the close of the year. The work of re-settlement at first 
progressed but slowly, owing to the opposition of the ryots ; 
but, on the Settlement Officer udopting coercive measures, the 
obstruction collapsed. The rates of assessment already 
approved for the above-noted six pergunnahs will be applied 
to the remaining eleven pergunnahs. The re-settlement of these 
remaining pergunnahs will, it is hoped, be speedily completed. 

The settlement work in Cachbar consisted of the settle- 
ment of waste lands under the Mirasdari Rules obtainiug in the 
district, and calls for no notice in particular here. 


The re-settlement of the Eastern *Duars, in the Goalpdra 
district, has been completed. The system adopted has been 
that of direct settlement with the cultivator, and this has been 
approved by the Government of India in the case of three out of 
five of the Duars. Whether this system should finally be adopted 
in Duars Bijni.,and Sidli, is still under the Supreme Govern- 
ment’s consideration. The revision of settlement of these Duars 
has resulted in a net increase of Rs. 28,490 annual revenue. 


The re-settlement of the petty estates in Goélpara calls for 
no notice here. 


The ordinary annual settlements in Assam Proper resulted 
in an increase of revenue of Rs. 72,088 over the revenue of the 
previous year. This mcrease was due to extension of culti- 
vation. 


8. 161 leases, covering an area of 71,646 acres, were 
sold during the year under the Thirty- 
_ years’ Lease Rules, against 63 leases, 
covering an area of 24,444 acres, sold in the preceding year. 
The Chief Commissioner has every reason to believe that these 
rules are well suited to the conditions of the Province, and are 
favourable to the extension of the tea industry. 

In addition to the above, a total area of 26,214°51 acres was 
taken up during the year for the cultivation of tea under the 
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ordinary cultivation leases. Of this area, no less than 20,355 
acres were taken up in Cachar. 


9. . The estates under the management of the Court of 
Wards during the year were the same as 
in the previous year, vz., the Sidli estate, 
Har Kumar Pal’s estate, and the estate of the minor Gulam 
Armani. 

The particulars of these estates require no special notice 
in this place. 


Wards’ estates. 


10. The working of the police force throughout the year 
was satisfactory, and the general conduct 
of the men was, on the whole, good. 
Much improvement was effected during the year in the condi- 
tion of the village police in Sylhet, and the re-organization of 
the village police in Godlpéra was undertaken. The river 
patrol system in Sylhet worked well, as also the system of 
regular police patrol along the Assam Trunk Road. Much 
attention was paid during the year to the discipline and drill of 
the force. 

The number of cognizable offences reported during the 
ear was slightly in excess of the number of such cases 
reported in 1876, but the number of cases accepted as true 
was less than in the previous year. Such decrease, if the result 
of a real decrease of crime, may be deemed satisfactory. 
The result of the cases sent up by the police was much the 
same as in the preceding year. 

From the figures given in the body of the report, 
there appears to have been a decrease of crime in the hill 
districts during the year under review, as compared with the 
previous year. 

11. The state of the jail buildings in the Province varied 
but little during the year, though 4 
considerable sum was expended upon 
their repairs. A step was made, in the reduction of the 
Goalpdra Jail to the condition of a lock-up, towards a policy of 
abolishing the smaller jails, and massing the priscn population 
in large central jails. 

The proportion of foreigners amongst the prisoners in jail 
during the year amounted to nearly 12 per cent. of the gross 
prison population ; nearly 9 per cent. were imported labourers 
on tea-gardens. 


Police. 
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The percentage of prisoners sentenced to rigorous imprison- 
ment was higher than in the preceding year, a decidedly 
satisfactory fact. 

Considering the insecure state of many of the jail 
buildings, the escapes during the year may be said to have been, 
very few. 

There was a slight increase in the number of offences 

ainst prison discipline, as compared with the preceding year. 
Much attention was paid during the year to the development of 
the mark system, and the rules regarding classification were 
carried out as far as practicable. 

The net cost of each prisoner to the State during the 
year was in excess of the cost in 1876. This increase was 
mainly due to the large expenditure on jail buildings, and is 
pieebes only temporary. 

There was an improvement in the health of the prisoners 
during the year, both the percentage of sick on average strength 
and the percentage of deaths on average strength being 
lower than in the preceding year. The sanitary arrangements 
of the jails continue to be satisfactory. 


12. As compared with the previous year, there was 
a decrease both in the number of offences 
reported and in the number of persons 
convicted during the year under review. The result of the 
trials before the court of session was decidedly satisfactory, 
as compared with the result of such trials in 1876; but, with 
the exception of the courts of district magistrates, the result of 
the trials in the courts of magistrates was less favourable than 
in sng preceding year. There is little to note here under this 
head. 


13. There was an increase during the year in civil busi- 
ness, as compared with 1876, the number 
of suits instituted being 21,282, against 
19,429 in the previous year. ‘he increase occurred entirely in 
Sylhet, there having been adecrease in the number of institutions 
in the Valley districts and in Cachar. This decrease is attri- 
butable to various causes.. The number of cases disposed of 
during the year was greater than in the preceding year. 

The amount in litigation in the civil courts of the 
Province during the year was Rs. 16,77,750, against- Rs. 
35,05,382 in 1876. The decrease is very marked; but it 
occurred altogether in the Valley districts, principally in 
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Godlpéra, and is due to the special series of cases instituted 
during the previous year in that district. Ofthe suits disposed 
of, eleven only exceeded Rs. 5,000 in value. There was an 
increase both in cases of the small cause court class and in 
rent suits. 

The ratio of civil suits to population in the Province 
during the year under report was 5 per cent. 

No other points call for notice here. 


14. There was a marked increase in the work of the 
Registration Department during the year 
under review, 12,342 documents having 
been registered, as compared with 9,004 documents registered 
in 1876-77, showing an increase in the total number of registra- 
tions of 37 per cent. The receipts during the year, and also the 
expenditure, were, consequent upon the increase in the number 
of documents, greater than in the preceding year. There were 
only two deficit districts during the year, as compared with three 
such districts in 1876-77. There was a very marked increase, 
more than 54 per cent., in the number of compulsory registra- 
tions, as compared with the previous year. These results 
must be considered as entirely satisfactory. 

The number of registration offices remained the same 
as in the preceding year. No extension of the rural sub- 
registry system is at, present contemplated. 


Registration. 


15. One addition was made to the municipal insti- 
tutions of the Province during the year 
under report; the station of Dibrugarh 
having been declared a township under Act VI. of 1868 (B.C.) 
from the commencement of the year. 

There was an increase in both receipts and expenditure 
on account of municipalities, as compared with the previous 
year, due mainly to the increase ia the number of municipalities. 

o works of any importance were carried out during the yea, 
but the ordinary petty works undertaken by municipalities 
received due attention. 


Municipalities. 


16. Experimental sowings of wheat, barley, and oats were, 
as in the previous year, made at the 
Shillong Model Farm, and sowings were 
also made at a lowerelevation. The agricultural experiments at 
the Shillong Farm have mostly been unsuccessful, and, finan- 
cially speaking, the institution is a failure. 


Agriculture and Horticulture. 
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17. The Forest Department continued to display much 
activity during the year under report. An 
area of 72°37 square miles was added to the 
Government forest reserves. In addition, large areas of forest 
‘were inspected, demarcated, and reported on, with the view to 
their being declared forest reserves. The work of demarcating 
forest boundaries was pushed vigorously on, and valuation 
Surveys over an extensive area were carried out. An area 
of 689-80 square miles was gazetted during the year as “open 
forests.” ‘The measures taken to protect the forests from 
jungle fires were especially successful, and this success was in 
no slight measure due to the co-operation of the country people 
with the officers of the department in the work of fire protec- 
tion. The experimental plantations started in previous years 
made much real progress during the year under review. 
Finally, the financial results of the working of the forest 
Department during the year were decidedly satisfactory. The 
receipts amounted to Rs. 1,34,325-11-3, and the expenditure 
to Rs. 1,00,286-8-8, leaving at the close of the year a surplus 
of Rs. 34,039-2-7. It will be difficult for some time to come 
to cut down forest expenditure in Assam. The department is 
still in need of much development, but the total forest receipts 
may be confidently expected to show a yearly progressing 
increase. . 

18. It was stated in last year’s report that arrange- 
ments had been made for the first time 
during that year to register, the trade 
between this Province and Frontier States. These arrange- 
ments remained unaltered during the year under review. 
According to the returns received, the total value of the 
articles imported during the year into Assam was Rs. 7,34,246, 
and the total value of the articles exported from the Province 
Rs. 2,47,950. These figures, however, cannot be considered 
to be trustworthy, as there are many almost insuperable 
difficulties in the way of collecting trade statistics in this 
Province, and the means available for their collection are 
most inadequate. The trade itself is of a petty character, and 
very limited, 

19. The final grant for the year to the Public Works 

epartment amounted to Rs. 9,28,568, 
and the total expenditure during the 
year came to Rs. 8,85,670, leaving a surplus at the close of the 
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vear of Rs. 42,898. As will be seen from the body of the 
report, the outturn of work of the department during the 
year was considerable. The principal works commenced or 
continued by the department during the year were the sub- 
stitution of permanent roofs of iron or shingle for the thatch- 
ruots of the district cutcherries, the completion of the new court- 
houses at Dibrugarh and Shillong, the extension of the Sylhet 
Jail, the completion of the new workshop at Gauhati, and the 
advancement of the Assam Trunk Road, the Shillong Cart- 
road, and the Sylhet and Cachar Road; the drainage operations 
in the station of Gauhati were also begun. 


20. The gross receipts of the Province during the year 
a under review on account of Imperial and - 
Provincial Services and Local and Muni- 
cipal Funds amounted to Rs. 84,4€,293. The net receipts for 
the year amounted to Rs. 72,62,714, against Rs. 66,60,900 
in the preceding year, showing a net increase during the year 
under review of Rs. 6,01,814. The total expenditure during 
the year amounted to Rs. 47,40,867, and there was thus at 
the close of the vear a net surplus of Rs. 25,21,847, against a 
surplus of Rs. 20,44,477 at the close of the previous year, 
showing an improvement during the year under report of 
Rs. 4,77,370. Of the ‘total net increase in receipts, the major 
portion (Rs. 5,835,628) occurred under the head of ‘Imperial 
Services;” of this important increase, however, Rs. 60,600 are 
owing to certain corrective transfer-book entries, and the 
increase to, this extent is nominal. Land revenue, Forests, 
and Excise show a real net increase of Rs. 4,76,824. A consi- 
derable portion, however (upwards of one lakh), of the increase 
under ‘ Land revenue” is, as explained in the body of the 
report, due to a change in the date on which the last instalment 
of land revenue is collected in the Sylhet district, and is unreal. 
The remainder of the net increase under “Imperial Services” is & 
real increase, due to the administrative progress of the Province. 
For further details, the body of the report must be referred to. 


21. The current demand for the year on account of ordi- 
egies a! nary land revenue was Rs. 31,50,446, 

, against Rs. 30,30,994, the current de- 

mand for the previous year. The increase, Rs. 1,19,452, is due 
to settlements at progressive rates, to re-settlements at enhanced 


rates, to assessment of Old Assam Rule grants, and to extensicn 
of cultivation. 
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The current demand for the year on account of mis- 
cellaneous land revenue amounted to Rs. 2,52,863, against 
Rs. 2,23,650 in the preceding year, showing an increase of 
Rs. 29,213. This increase occurred mainly under the heads 
of “Elephants,” “ Fisheries,” and ‘“House-tax.” 


22. The system of putting up to auction the licenses for 
the retail vend of opiuin within certain 
prescribed limits was introduced into all 
the districts of the Province at the commencement of the year 
under report with results which appear very favourable. While 
there has been a general falling off in the consumption of the 
drug, and in the number of shops for its retail vend, there has 
been a considerable increase in the revenue derived from it, 
which amounted to Rs. 12,98,051 during the year under 
report, against Rs. 12,16,712 in the preceding year. If from 
the above total revenue for each year the cost of conveying 
opium be deducted, the net revenue for the year comes to 
Rs. 12,83,940, as compared with Rs. 12,04,393 in 1876-77, 
showing a net increase during the year under review of 
Rs. 79,547. This rate, however, is not likely to be main- 
tained, 

The totel gross revenue from opium and its prepara- 
tions (madat and chandu) for the whole Province amounted. 
during the year under report to Rs. 13,05,413, against Rs. 
12,21,871 in 1876-77, showing an increase of Rs. 83,542 in 
1877-78. 


Opium. 


23. The gross excise revenue of the year from all sources, 
Excise. excluding opium and its preparations, 

which have been dealt with separately, 

was Rs. 2,31,302, against Rs. 2,01,258 in the previous year, 
showing a total gross increase of Rs. 30,044. There was an 
increased revenue under all heads except ‘‘ Rum,” which shows 
a slicht decrease of Rs. 71 only. The bulk of the increase was 
contributed by country spirits and ganja, and is attributable to 
the further extension of the farming system during the year. 
Deducting the charges of the department from the gross 
revenue of each of the years under comparison, as shown above, 
the net excise revenue for the year under report comes to 
Rs. 2,22,699, against Rs. 1,88,858 in 1876-77, showing a total 
net increase of Rs. 33,846 during 1877-78. ‘This result is 
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decidedly satisfactory, the more so, as under the two principal 
heads the number of retail licenses granted fell off considerably 
during the year. 


24. The gross revenue from stamps during the year 
under report, excluding the receipts from 
the sale of postage, service, and telegraph 
stamps, amounted to Rs. 5,48,173, against Rs. 4,87,332 in 
the preceding year, or an increase of Rs. 60,841, and 
Rs. 4,89,356, the average of the three previous years. Thus, 
the revenue from general and court-fees stamps exhibits a 
most satisfactory increase, as compared with previous years. 
The receipts from general stamps alone have risen 20 per cent. 
over the revenue from this source in the preceding year. This 
increase in the revenue from general stamps is especially satis- 
factory, and may reasonably be attributed to a proportionate 
increase in monetary and commercial transactions, and partly, 
also, to the measures adopted to prevent evasions of the stam 
laws. Deducting the charges of the department from the tot: 
gross revenue, the total net revenue for the year under report 
comes to Ks. 5,36,828, as compared with Rs. 4,77,013 in the 
preceding year, showing a net increase in the revenue of the 
year of Rs. 59,815, or nearly 13 per cent. 

The receipts from the sale of postage, service, and telegraph 
stamps during the year under review amounted, respectively, 
to Rs. 73,619, Rs. 17,481, and Rs. 42,396. The correspond- 
ing figures for 1876-77 are Rs. 62,590, Rs. 16,599, and 
Rs. 26,468. The increase in the sales of postage stamps !8 
especially satisfactory. The increased sale of service stamps |S 
owing to an increase in official correspondence. The increas 
receipts from the sale of telegraph stamps are the natur 
result of the extension of the telegraph line to Upper Assam. 


25. The receipts and charges for the year under “ Pro- 
Revenue and financeotherthan Vincial Services” were, respectively, Ks. 
ae 16,78,921 and Rs. 16,438,246, leaving 4 
surplus of Rs. 35,675. This surplus, being added to the balance 
at the beginning of the year, makes up the amount at credit of 
the Local Administration to Rs. 1,52,649. 


26. The details of the several Local Funds are given 
the body of the report, and there 3 
nothing to be noted here, save that at the 
close of the year all the funds were solvent, the aggregate 
balance being Rs. 1,91,309. 


Stamps. 


Local Funds. 
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27. The vital statistics given in the body of the report 
are, the Chief Commissioner considers, 
utterly untrustworthy and the deductions 
from them ludicrous; so they will not be reproduced here. 


Births and deaths. 


28. The figures given in the body of the report show a 
very considerable increase in the: immi- 
grant population of the Province during 
the year under review. At the commencement of 1877 there 
were 135,807 immigrants in the Province; during the year 
86,712 souls were added to the immigrant population: thus, the 
total number of immigrants employed in the Province during 
the year was 222,519, as compared with 190,368, the total 
number employed in the previous year. The total number of 
immigrants removed from the books during the year was 65,300, 
and das the total number remaining in the Province at the 
end of the year was 157,219, showing an increase in the 
immigrant population of the Province of 21,412 souls. The 
death-rate and, desertion-rate (calculated on average strength) 
during 1877 were, respectively, 5°09 and 4°48 per cent., the 
corresponding figures for 1876 are 5-02 and 6'16 per cent. 

A very large number of immigrants, as compared with 
previous years, entered the Province during the year under 
report, vid the Dhubri and Rajmehal route. 

Many questions in connection with the well-being of 
immigrants came under discussion during the year under 
review, of which full notice will be found in the body of the 
report. On the whole, the condition of the immigrant popu- 
lation of the Province affords cause for congratulation. The 
labourers are invariably well treated and well cared for by 
their employers, and are, in the main, contented with their 
lot. The point in connection with immigration which now 
chiefly demands the attention of the Local Administration is 
the removal of existing difficulties in the way of the transport 
of labourers, and the consequent cheapening of labour to the 
employer. — 


Immigration. 


29. The number of dispensaries in the Province was 
increased by one during the year under 
review, but the total number of patients 
treated in these dispensaries was less during the year than 
during the preceding year,—the decrease was, however, slight. 
There was a marked decrease in the number of major operations, 


Medical relief. 
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and a slight decrease in the number of minor operations per- 
formed during the year, as compared with the previous year. 

The financial results of the working of the dispensaries 
during the year were not unsatisfactory; but these institutions 
are not popular, nor are they so useful as similar institutions 
are in other provinces. 


30. There is only one Lunatic 
age neee Asylum in the Piovine=“tlle Tezpur 
Asylum. 

The buildings are still merely of 4 temporary nature and 
have undergone but little change; but attention was paid 
during the year to improving the drainage of the site. The 
question of erecting permanent buildings is under considers- 
tion. 

_ The expenditure in relation to the number of patients 1s 
unavoidably very high. 

31. There is little to note under this head. The 
drainage of the town of Gauhdti was the 
only sanitary work deserving of the 
name undertaken during the year. 


32. Vaccination operations in this Province are still of 
a limited nature, and the total number 
of persons, in proportion to the popula- 
tion, annually protected, is but small. The vaccinators meet 
with much passive obstruction, though in some _ districts, 
notably in KAmrdp, vaccination has made much progress. Until 
circle establishments can be properly organized throughout 
Assam, small-pox will never receive any effectual check. 


33. The Education Department was, the Chief Commis- 
sioner considers, worked with fair success 
during the year under review. 

There was an increase of 42 schools, and of 2,451 pupils, a8 
compared with the preceding year. This increase, both in the 
number of schools and pupils, was mainly under the head 
‘Primary Instruction,” but the other stages of instruction 
exhibit a progressive element. The progress made by female 
education is specially satisfactory. 

“The normal schools did much useful work during the 


Sanitation. 


Vaccination. 


Education. 


ear. 
On the whole, the position of the department improved 
much during the past year. 
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CHAPTER I. 


PHYSICAL AND POLITICAL GEOGRAPHY. 


SECTION 1.--CHANGES wm ADMINISTRATION. 


1. (a) General.— Mention was omitted in last year’s report of 
tun oe neppantmeatee “O28 administrative change, of by no means an 
Tnapector-General of Folice aot unimportant character, vz., the creation of the 
Prisons, and Commissionsendent post of Inspector-General of Police and Prisons, 
ia and Commissioner of Abkari Revenue and 
Superintendent of Stamps. 

The appointment of a special officer to supervise these departments 
of the Administration having been determined on by the Government of 
India, Mr. T. J. Chichele-Plowden, C.8., was, in October, 1876, nomi- 
nated to the post, and joined his appointment; but very shortly afterwards 
he was appointed to officiate as nder-Secretary to the Government of 
India in the Foreign Department, and Captain W. J. Williamson, 
Deputy-Commissioner of ‘the Garo Hills, was, in March, 1877, appointed 
to officiate in his place. The necessity for this appointment has been 
fully justified by the results in the closer supervision now practicable 
over the details of the working of these departments. 


2, (b) Political.—The demarcation of the Cachar Inner Line has 
been finished, and a revised notification, slightly 
modifying the line previously laid down, has 
been published. 
3. During the year the, Chief eee eee the tem- 
porary suspension, for the period of one year, of 
Pee eee ae the provisions of the Inner Line Regulation in 
regard to that part of the Darrang Inner Line which faces the Towang 
B 


Cacher Inner Line. 
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country. The suspension was duly notified in the Gazette, and approved 
by the Government of India. This measure was taken in compliance 
with the request of the Bhutias, who found their trading intercourse with 
the plains much impeded by the Regulation, and desired that all restric- 
tions on the plains people crossing the frontier should be removed. 


4, (c) <Administrative—It was found impracticable to open, as 

sogun iain was hoped, the two remaining new sub-divisions 

in Sylhet during the year. A site, however, for 

the Latu sub-division was finally fixed on at Repeat and permissiv: 
given for the erection of the necessary buildings. 

Further inquiry and actual experience of the locality were thought 
necessary before determining on the position to be selected for tle 
Habiganj head-quarters. 

Both these sub-divisions have been opened since the close of the 
year under report. 


5. Certain rules framed by the Chief Commmissioner, with the 
Rules under Land Improve. sanction of the Governor-General in Council, 
ment Ate under Section 81 of the Land Improvement 
Act of 1871, were notified under date the 16th November, 1877. 


6. Revised Rules under Clause 1, Section 20, of the Court-fevs 
Act of 1870, framed by the High Court, were 
confirmed by the Chief Commissioner, with the 
previous sanction of the Supreme Government, and were notified for 
general observance under date the 5th March, 1878. 


7. (d) Revision of district and internal boundaries.—The demar- 
cation of the boundary bétween the Garo Hills 

boar Hills and Mymensingh and Mymensingh, which was surveyed specially 
in the season of 1875-76, has been completed. 


8. The boundary between the Garo Hills and the Khasi Hills was 

. approved of by the Government of India during 

Géroand Khasi Hillis boundary: the year, and was duly notified on the 3rd April, 
1878 


9. The boundary between the districts of Rangpur and Saat 
has been revised, and the joint report of the 
Renepee Goalies Heaney: ficera deputed on the work is now under the 
consideration of the Government of India. 
10. The thannah divisions in the district of Godlpaéra were Te 
Revision of thannah boundaries arranged by a notification in the Gazette da 
12th July, 1877. 


11. It was stated in para. 11 of last hale report that negotiations 

| were in progress for adjusting the claims of the 

aacg Te Hills and Gotipira boan: ~Goalpara zemindars, who had instituted civil suits 

| against Government to contest the validity of 

the proceedings for the demarcation of the boundary between the districts 

of Goalpara and the Garo Hills, which had been taken in 1874 under 
Act XXII. of 1869. 


Rules under Court-fees Act. 
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Terms of mutual arrangement were finally agreed on betweeh the 
Deputy-Commissioner of Godlpd4ra and the parties concerned, and the 
suits have been withdrawn. The boundary as demarcated by Mr. 
Beckett has now been finally accepted, certain rights of the zemindars 
within that boundary having been secured, and this long-standing dispute 
is now at last at rest. 


SECTION 2.—RELATIONS wrrs TRIBUTARY STATES anp 
FRONTIER AFFAIRS. 


TrruTaRy STates.—MAnNIPor. . 

12. The chief event in connection with the relations between this 
Administration and the dependent State of Manipur that occurred 
during the year was the solicitation of the Chief Commissioner’s good 
ottices on the part of the Maharajah in carrying out some negotiations 
between the Manipur Durbar and the Lushais. Some of the Naga 
tribes, known as the Kapui Nagas, residing within Manipur territory, 
in the neighbourhood of the main road from Cachar to Manipur, having 
suffered from repeated raids by the Lushais, and being apprehensive of 
further inroads, applied to the Maharajah of Manipur for permission to 
proceed to Tipaimukh and make peace with their enemies. The Maha- 
raja having agreed to their proposal, a deputation, consisting of a Naga 
Senapati, an interpreter, and a Manipur subadar, was despatched to 
Tipaimokh, and, at the instance of the Maharajah, the Political Agent at 
Manipur requested that the Deputy-Commissioner of Cachar might be 
allowed to render assistance to the deputation. Colonel Keatinge, how- 
ever, considering the despatch of a mission so ill-defined and unauthori- 
tative both in its constitution and its objects a mistake, declined to per- 
mit the Deputy-Commissioner to take any part in the negotiations, 
although he would not prohibit the deputation from proceeding upun its 
own responsibility. Colonel Keatinge said that he could only take part 
in the proceedings if the Maharajah would assume the place of principal, 
and that the Deputy-Commissioner of Cachar could only act as a medium 
iit the matter if the Maharajah would plainly state on paper the terms 
he proposed to make with the Lushais, and would formally engage 
that, in the event of any subsequent disputes arising as to the observance 
of the conditions, he would implicitly abide by the Chief Commissioner’s 
decision in the matter. These orders were approved of by the Govern- 
ment of India. The Maharajah, however, failed to give any formal 
engagement. The deputation proceeded to Tipaimukh ; but the action 
of the so-called delegates was characterized by duplicity, and the whole 
proceedings were of quite too informal a nature to admit of any proper 
understanding being come to between the Lushai chiefs and the Durbar. 
The deputation was productive of no good results, and the delegates 
were obliged to return to Manipur, leaving a message for the Lushais 
to the effect that, owing to the lateness of the season; a settlement was 
then impracticable. 
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The long-pending question concerning the boundary between 
Manipur and British territory in the direction of the Naga and North 
Cachar Hills was definitely settled during the vear under report, and 
the arrangement entered into between the Political Agent and the 
Maharajah received the confirmation of the Government of India. It is 
a matter of satisfaction that this long-pending question has at last been 
finally set at rest. 

e Chief Commissioner having learnt that a complete system 
of passports existed in Manipur, requested the Political Agent to report 
as to its application to British subjects. In reply, the Political Agent 
stated that passports are only given at the capital to people leaving the 
State; that passports for entering Manipur are given at Lakhipur. 
Every person who leaves Manipur is bound to furnish himself with a 
passpurt under pain of being stopped on the road and made to return. 
The amount paid varies with the side of exit. The following amounts 


are levied: — 
For cach Passport. 


As. P 
To Lakhipur and Cachar  ..........c.cccccossccesccscceece 9 0 
ss UPI caus ccsnce saan. curndcueios cases esewiaessaswouseanceses 10 6 
gf PABSAIN 26 vines sncsenccaaaesbaeswaaseuvalecassscavereass swede 9 4 


No further action has been taken in the matter. 

In January, 1877, the release of the Manipur détenu Kanai 
Singh, who is permitted to reside under surveillance, was applied for by 
one Kamal Singh, a relation. The Maharajah, however, on being referred 
to, replied that he would only consent to his release provided he was 
sent to Manipur. Such an arrangement being obviously equivalent to 
handing over Kanai Sing to perpetual imprisonment or some worse fate, 
the Chief Commissioner was clearly unable to accede to it, and accordingly 
declined to recommend the release of the détenu. 

The two Manipuri détenus Shekor Singh and Nirjit Singh 
resided during the year under surveillance at Sylhet. Their behaviour 
was good. 

e measures taken for the prevention of Naga raids on Manipur 
sen be detailed in the para. treating of the affairs of the Naga Hills 
istrict. 


FRONTIER TRIBES. 


13. Asin former reports, the various frontier tribes with whom we 
have political relations will here be treated of in the order of their 
geographical position. ; 


BHUTIAS. 


14, Our relations with the Bhutias during the year were peaceful. 
The communications addressed in May, 1877, to the Deputy-Commis- 
sioner of Goalpara by the so-called Agent of the Deb Rajah concerning 
certain tolls, &c., and the action taken thereon was noticed in para. 14 
of last year’s report. 

In November, 1877, information was sent to the Chief Commis- 
sioner by the military authorities that parties of armed Bbhutias, 
headed by the Poonah Jongpen, who was in rebellion ‘against the 
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Deb Rajah, had crossed the frontier near Buxa, but had been dis- 
armed. As, however, all diplomatic relations with Bhutan are carried on 
through the Commissioner of the Rajshahye Division, no further action 
was called for on the part of this Administration beyond forwarding the 
communication to the proper authority. 

From the beginning to the end of March, 1878, the usual bands 
of Bhutia traders came down into the district of Darrang, and carried on 
aa steady trade with the Kacharis and the Marwari and other merchants. 


Tur SMta Rasaus or Kanmpdéra anp Cuirpvikr. 


15. The Sath Rajahs of Kariapdra, the chiefs of the Towang 
Bhutias, paid a visit to the Deputy-Commissioner of Darrang at Udalguri 
on the 12th February, 1878, and had a prolonged interview with that officer, 

rincipally on the subject of the suspension of the Inner Line Regulation. 
Inis Regulation has since been suspended, in accordance with the Rajals’ 
wishes, in the case of natives of the district of Darrang only, in regard to 
that portion of the Inner Line one Towang. 

The Rajahs further wished Colonel Sherer to pay them their 
peasions at Udalguri, so as to spare them the journey to Reacan This 
request the Deputy-Commissioner was unable to comply with, but he con- 
sented to pay the Rajahs their pensions at the Mangaldai sub-divisional 
head-quarters, where, accordingly, they were paid in open Durbar on the 
20th February. | 

No allusion was made on this occasion by the Rajahs to the 
large weekly market held at Kalaigaon, to the holding of which they 
urged objections in the previous year as prejudicing their trading opera- 
tions. 


16. The Rajahs of Shergaon and Rupraigaon, commonly called the 
Sath Rajahs of Chardudr, came down as usual to their annual trading 
post at Daimdra, two miles due north of the boundaty-line, They also 
came into Tezpur to receive their annual allowances, which were paid 
to them in open Durbar on the 6th February. The Rajahs reported that 
all was quiet in their own country, and expressed friendly feelings to- 
wards the British Government. They expressed themselves anxious for 
the suspension of the Inner Line Regulation as tegards the portiot 
fronting their territory, in order that our ryots, whom they engage on hire 
to carry grain, might be able to go up to Daimara and back, without having 
to take out a pass on each occasion. Colonel Sherer informed the Rajahs 
that ifa duly-aathenticated application was made ftom the constituted 
authorities across the border, as was dune by the Sath Rajahs of Karia- 
para, he would forward it for the orders of the Chief Commissioner, or, ott 
their furnishing him with a list of the names of the porters they had 
engaged for the season, he would issue a general pass for these persons. 
This list was accordingly furnished by the Rajahs, and a general pass for 
the men was granted to them on the 8th February. 


17. The Thebengia Bhutias, whose country lies to the east of 
oe caine into the sudder station and received their pensions on the 
12th March. They evinced, as usual, 2 thoroughly friendly spirit. 
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BHuTIA FAIRs. 


18. As in previous years, arrangements were made beforehand 
for the accommodation of the Bhutias who come down to the 
large annual fairs. A sum of Rs. 800 was sanctioned for purposes in 
connection with the Udalgnri fair, and good substantial buildings were 
erected at that place instead of the temporary huts which, hitherto, had 
been run up every year. These new lines are very much more commo- 
dious than the temporary huts, and will last, with slight repairs, for 
several years. In addition to the lines at Udalguii, a building was erected 
at Khagrapara for the accommodation of the Kerkaria Bhutias. On their 
arrival, a small space in the building was allotted to each Bhutia family, 
which space the members of each family partitioned off to suit their 
convenience. 

The usual military guard of 50 men from the 44th 8. L. IL. was 
stationed at Udalguri during the fair. There was also a police guard, 
consisting of 1 sub-inspector, 1 head-constable, and 10 constables. 


19. Udalguri Fair.—The first partv of Bhutias arrived at Udalgari 
early in January. The rest of the Bhutias came down with the Rajahs 
of Kariapara in February. The Bhutias remained at Udalguri 
throughout March, and returned to their hills about the beginning of 
April. As in the previous year, a mouzahdar was told off to keep an 
account of the import and export trade at the fair. 

According to the returns received, the total value of the imports 
was Rs. 1,16,189, against Rs. 44,439 in the previous year, and the total 
value of the exports amounted to Rs. 50,677, as compared with Rs. 13,805 
in 1877. Further details concerning the trade with Bhutan will be 
found in the section treating of the frontier trade, and need not be 
given here. 

According to the returns, 972 hillmen attended the fair (533 
men, 256 women, 97 boys, and 86 girls) as compared with an attend- 
ance of 590 in 1877. These statistics are not very reliable, as the same 
people are in the habit of travelling backwards and forwards daily 
between Amritol, in the hills, where their principal depét is formed, and 
Udalguri; it is therefore extremely difficult to ascertain accurately the 
real number of visitors. It may, however, be accepted, the Deputy- 
Commissioner thinks, that the attendance of the hillmen at the fair was 
greater than in the preceding year. 

On the whole, the behaviour of the Bhutias at the fair was 
good, and no disputes arose between the hillmen and British subjects. 

The Deputy-Commissioner visited the fair on the llth Feb- 
ruary, and remaincd there till the 15th idem. While there, Colonel 
Sherer received the visit from the Sath Rajahs of Kariapdra, the 
details concerning which have already been given. The fair was also 
visited by the Brigadier-General Commanding Eastern Frontier 
Bee who took this opportunity of inspecting the detachment and 
stockade. 


20. Kerkaria Fair.—This fair was held at Khagrapéra, near 
Bengbari, in accordance with the arrangement made with the Ker- 
karia Rajah in 1876. The erection of an additional building for the 
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accommodation of the hillmen attending this fair has already been 
noted. According to the returns, the total value of the import trade 
transactions at the fair was Rs. 16,542, against Rs. 19,897, the total 
value of such transactions in 1877. The corresponding figures for the 
export trade are Rs. 16,106 and Rs. 9,669, respectively. Owing to 
oe engagements, the Deputy-Commissioner was unable to attend the 
air. 

This fair is altogether local in its character, the business trans- 
acted at it being almost exclusively between the hillmen and the 
inhabitants of the Mangaldai sub-division. Very few traders from 
other districts attend the fair. 340 hill-people are said to have attended 
the fair on this occasion, viz., 150 men, 100 women, 70 boys, and 20 
girls. 


21. Daimérd Fair.—The usual guard, consisting of one head- 
constable and eight constables, was stationed at pillar No. 130, to 
collect the statistics of the trade carried on at Daimardé, which lies two 
miles beyond our border. The Bhutias commenced coming down to 
Daimara about the beginning of January, and they all returned to their 
hills about the beginning of April. The returns show the total value of 
the export trade at this fair to have been Rs. 5,684, against Rs. 11,833 
in the preceding year, and the total value of the import trade to have 
been Rs. 7,324, as compared with Rs. 3,727 in 1877. 

The Charduar Rajahs raised no objections to the stationing of 
the guard at the mouth of the Daimdra pass. They appear to be satis- 
fied with the explanation previously given. 

The behaviour of the Bhutias at the Daimard fair was, on the 
whole, good; no complaints were made against them. 


THE AKAS. 


22. The Western or Hazari-Khoa Akas continue to be well- 
disposed towards us and peaceable. The Kapas-Chor Akas, on the 
other hand, did not behave well throughout the year. The Deputy- 
Commissioner had heard from time to time that these hillmen were in 
the habit of intimidating our ryots living in the villages adjacent to their 
lills, and of obtaining things from them at a nominal price, but as the 
ryots made no complaints no action was taken in the matter. On the 
14th March, however, when these Akas, accompanied by their chief 
Medhi, came into Tezpur to receive their pensions, three of their party 
went from the ndmghar, the rest-house where they were located, to the 
Chauk Bazaar, and there robbed a petty shopkeeper of some bundles 
of betel-leaf. On a hue and cry being raised, the thieves ran away 
in the direction of the ndémghar, pursued by the police and the bazaar 
people. They were eventually seized, whereupon one of the Akas 
drew his dao on the police, but was disarmed. The following day the 
three Akas were tried for the theft by the Deputy-Commissioner, and 
were pnnished with a whipping of 12 stripes each. A large number of 
Dufflas were present in the station at the time, and witnessed the punish- 
ment, the sight of which, it is hoped, hada good effect upon them. 
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Again, on the day following this occurrence, when the Deputy-Commis- 
sioner was on the point of paying Medhi and his party their political 
pensions in open court, a villager of Balipara came forward and com- 
plained that one of Mechi’s men had assaulted him, and threatened to burn 
down his house. On inquiry, however, it appeared to be a case of ordi- 
nary quarrel, resulting in a few blows on both sides, and the Deputy- 
Commissioner, accordingly, permitted the matter to be compromised, and 
the payment of the pensions to proceed. Colonel Sherer took the 
opportunity, however, to explain very clearly to Medhi that in future he 
would hold him personally responsible for the conduct of his followers 
while in the plains. 

Medhi’s two brothers still continue to remain in the plains prose- 
cuting their studies at the Balipara school. 


THE DUFFLAS. 


23. The Paschim Dufflas residing on the borders of Darrang 
behaved well throughout the vear. Both the hill and plains Dufflas came, 
as usual, into Tezpur to receive their police allowances. 

The Tagin Dufilas, on the borders of Lakhimpur, also received 
their posa during the year. Colonel Graham reports that these 
Dufilas behaved throughout the year much in their usual way—“squab- 
bling about women, but using no violence worth noticing.”’ 

The plundering of a Marwari’s shop at Lalukadolonee, just within 
our border, by a party of Tagin Dufflas on the 13th April, 1877, 
was mentioned in last year’s report. The outrage appears to have 
orivinated from a petty trading dis ute between the Dufflas and some 
of the Marwari shopkeepers on the border. It had no political signifi- 
cance. Lieutenant Maxwell, the Sub-divisional Officer of North 
Lakhimpur, after making preliminary inquiries’ on the spot, proceeded 
promptly with an escort of ten constables into the hills to the village 
of Murang Gam, who was suspected of having had a principal hand in 
the outrage. The Dufflas promised to restore the stolen property, and 
dclivered over two deoguties (copper bells highly valued by these 
people, and, with mithan, constituting their sole wealth) as security for 
the performance of their promise. 

No further proceeedings in the matter have yet been reported, 
Lieutenant Maxwell having been engaged during the ensuing cold 
weather in accompanying the survey party up the Subansiri Valley and 
having been afterwards transferred to the Naga Hills. He has now 
returned to his former post, and a further report in the matter will be 
required, 

THE Minis, &c. 

24. The Singphos, Khamptis, and Miris were quiet and peaceable 
throughout the year. The Miris rendered much assistance to Captain 
Woodthorpe, 8.E., while surveying their country, furnishing him with 
coolies, guides, &c., and affording him hospitality. A report has been 
received about a Miri of the plains being carried off into hills ; but 
as, on the other hand, a hill woman is said to have been detained by. the 
plains Miris, the matter will, doubtless, be amicably adjusted. 
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THE ABORS. 


25. Our relations with the Abors during the year were peaceable, 
and they received their posa at Sadiya, as in the previous year. At the 
same time their manner throughout the year was, as formerly, insolent 
and overbearing. The Bor Abors still threaten the Mishmi path to 
Sadiya, and have made settlements in the plains on the right bank of the 
Dibong, where they not only claim the land for their own use, but refuse 
to admit the right of way through it hitherto always enjoyed by the 
Mishmis. They finally proceeded to set up a claim to receive posa on 
their own account, in addition to the payments already made to the 
other Abor clans, a demand which of course was at once refused. 

Karly in the year under report, the Chief Commissioner represented 
to the Government of India the insolent and threatening attitude of 
these tribes, and recommended that a military demonstration should be 
made through the tract during the cold season of 1877-78. The objects 
of the proposed demonstration were (1) to emphasize the right of the 
British Government to the tract of country between the Brahmaputra and 
the foot of the hills; (2) to jut a stop within that tract to the cultivation, 
ty either the regular inhabitants or the Abors, of the poppy plant. 

e Government of India, however, considered that neither of the above 
objects was sufficiently important or pressing to justify the proposed 
measure, and they accordingly refused to sanction it, chicfly on the 
ground that as our troops would be employed during the same season in 
@ punitive expedition against the Angami Nagas, the time was inoppor- 
tune for undertaking a second military demonstration in another part 
of the Province. 

A rather singular case of a British subject being sold asa slave to 
the Abors occurred in August. A Marwari, named Jew Ram, induced 
a young man of some 20 or 22 years of age, named Jadu Ram Jharua, 
to accompany him as his servant into the Abor country and there sold 
him to an Abor for Rs. 100. An inquiry was made, and a reward of 
Rs. 100 was offered for the apprehension of Jew Ram, who had 
absconded, but, meanwhile, the Miri who had taken Jew Ram and his 
dupe across into the Abor country, fearing to get into trouble himself 
for his participation in the affair, rocured the liberation of Jadu Ram 
by exchanging him for a Miri gierand Rs. 50 in cash. 

The bargain being accepted by all parties concerned, Jadu Ram 
was restored. The culprit, Jew Ram, has not yet been arrested. 


THe MISHMIS. 


26. The Mishmis behaved very well throughout the year, and carried 
on a regular trade with Sadiyé, many of them, residents in the distant 
hills, who had never-before come down, coming down to trade. The survey 
party were readily admitted into the Mishmi country, and received every 
assistance from the hillmen. There were some internal disturbances, 
however, among these tribes. The Chulikata and Digaru Mishmis are 
continually at feud; and during this year a party of the latter were attacked 
and slaughtered by the Chulikatas at a spot not far from our border. 


0G 
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None of our subjects. however, having been concerned, and the occurrence 
having taken place beyond our jurisdiction, there seemed to be no call 
for our interference. Some slaves of one of the most powerful of the 
Mishmi chiets are reported recently to have escaped and to have taken 
refuge in British territory, bat during the year no demand had been 
made for them. General instructions, have, however, been given to the 
Deputv-Commissioncr that, in case of any such demand being made, it 
must be clearly explained that the restitution of such fugitives to 
British territory is quite impossible. 


SADIYA FAIR. 


27. The Sadiya fair, or. more properly, gathering, was held 
on the 14th, 15th, and 16th February. The number of Europeans 
who attended the Jfele was considerably in excess of the number 
attending in previous years. Although rain kept back most of the 
Chulikata and Digaru Mishmis until the sports were over, still the otber 
tribes, the Khamptis, Singphos, and Miris, attended in greater numbers 
than usual. Just after the gathering had broken up, the Mishmis arrived 
in considerable numbers, and amongst them came a party of the Mega 
Khel, under their chief, Rindi. This clan comes from the hills lying 
behind Lakhow Miji’s country, and had never before come into Sadiya, 
suave to plunder and murder. They were specially well received, both 
with a view to inducing other clans to follow their example, and in 
view of the intended visit of the survey party to their country. 

The usual races, games, and dancing took place, and all 
‘present appeared well satistied, although rain falling on the third day 
somewhat interfered with the amusements. The Abors did not present 
themselves at the fair, though subsequently they came to Sadiya to receive 
their posa. No accidents or disputes of any kind took place at the fair. 
The Durbar for the Khampti and Singpho chiefs was held on the 
fourth day, when the usual presents were exchanged, and the chiefs 
were told that Government was pleased with them for their condact 
towards the survey party in the preceding year. 


Tue NAaas. 


28. Our dealings with the Angami Nagas during the year 
will be found described later on in connection with the administration 
of the Naga Hills district. Our relations only with the other Naga 
tribes on our frontier will be noticed here. 

The Nagas bordering on the district of Nowgong gave no 
trouble so far as that district is concerned. Although, owing to the 

unsettled state of the Naga Hills, a police guard was sent out for the 
protection of our ryots near the foot of those hills, this guard met with 
no hostile Nagas, and returned after twelve days. 

The following is the substance of the report of the Deputy- 
Commissioner, Sibsd gar, on our relations with the Nagas bordering on that 
district. , 

There were several cases of theft by Nagas in JSibsdgar daring 
the vear. In five cases Nagas were convicted and punished. There 
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were two cases in connection with Nagas disposed of by the Deputy- 
Commissioner in his political capacity. In one case, a Mussulinun 
complained that some of the Kamsingia Nagas had stolen hiscow. The 
offenders were called upon to make good the value of the cow, and they 
paid a sum of Rs. 10. In the other case, a Naga of the Nowgong tribe 
stole two calves. The thief, with the cattle in his possession, was disco- 
vered in the Tiphook tea-garden. The calves were recovered, but the 
thief escaped. For this offence a fine of Rs. 32 was imposed upon the 
tribe and realized. In consequence of the number of cattle-thefts 
committed by Nagas in the Jorhat sub-division, a police guard was 
established at Debrapar with the best results. 

During the cold season, the Nagas came down, as usual, in 
large numbers into the Sibsdgar district to trade. The Nagas living on 
the east of the district bring down pian-leaves, chillies, ginger, cutchu, 
yams, and cotton, which they barter for salt and iron, The Angami Nagas 
visiting the Golaghat sub-division bring down ponies and cloths for 
sale, and some of them travel up with their goods as far as Dibrugarh. 
Tre other Nagas who come down to Golaghat to trade are the Pani 
Duar and Lota Nagas, who bring down cotton chiefly. The Deputy- 
Commissioner reports that the tide in cotton with the Nagas has greatly 
diminished during past years, the quantity brought to market having 
fallen from 20,000 maunds a few vears ago to about 2,000 maunds. 
The falling off is attributed to bad seasons and the effects of disease 
among the agricultural population. Since the removal of the military 
detachment from Goléghat to Wokha, and the preliminary establishment 
of a sub-divisional head-quarters at the latter place, a regular postal line 
has been established between these two places. 

The Deputy-Commissioner reports that the kotokies have behaved 
very well during the year, and have rendered valuable service in 
maintaining communications between Golaghat and Wokha. 

The Nagas on the borders of Lakhimpur remained quiet during 
the year, but a dispute is reported to have arisen between the chiefs of 
the Namsang and Borduaria tribes regarding some buffaloes carried off 
by the latter, which may possibly end in a conflict between these two 
tribes. The Bourduarias are said to have been the aggressors, and to 
have taken possession of some land which the Namsang Nagas claim. 
The land in dispute is at some distance beyond the Inner Line, but the 
Deputy-Commissioner, in the hope of preventing bloodshed, has sent for 
the chiefs of both parties, with the view to arrange matters. 


Toe Mrxrrs. 
29. The Mikirs, who are a very hardworking and quiet race, gave 
no trouble whatsoever during the year. 
TripEs OF NortH CacuAR. 


30. aoane occurred during the year to disturb the peace of the 
North Cachar Hills, though apprehensions were telt lest the Mozema 
Nagas should raid in that direction. 
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Previous to the year under report, the house-tax in these hills was 
assessed in most of the villages at the rate of Re. 1 per house, while in othe r 
villages the rate of Rs. 2 per house was customarily paid. Colonet 
Keatinge, finding on inquiry that there seemed no sufficient reason 
for this want of anifor mity, and that the higher scale seemed the more rea- 
sonable rate of taxation under the circumstances, applied, on the reconm:— 
mendation of the District Officer, for the sanction of the Government of 
India, to raise the lower rate for the present to Re. 1-8 per hoase. 

This enhanced rate has accordingly been imposed, with the approval 
of the Government of India, from the ensuing year. 


KtKtes, LUSHAIS, AND OTHER HILL TRIBES ON THE SOUTHERN FRONTIER 
OF CACHAR AND SYLHET. 


31. Our relations with the Lushais throughout the vear were 
friendly. The following is a summary of the information received from 
time to time regarding events in the Lushai Hills. 

Karly in the year, 22 families of Tantow’s tribe came down 
and settled in Cachar. They reported that Tantow, who had been 
imprisoned by Poiboi, and had been released at the instance of Lengkam, 
would shortly join them. As these families were members of the W aipi 
sect of Thados, they were allowed to take shelter in the Akhai Kuki 
poonji within our border, where they have relations. Thev are sul 
residing at this place. In June, 1877, there was a rumour that Beneova 
had burnt certain villages belonging to Pibuk and Baniyatangi, but it 
turned out to be false. 

In July, hostilities broke out between the eastern chiefs, Leng- 
kam, Lalbura, Chunglen, and Bungte, and the western chiefs, Sukpilal, 
Khalgom, his son, and Lenpoonga. These hostilities originated in a 
dispute about some jhum land. Information in the matter was sent to 
the Deputy-Comnnissioner of the Chittagong Hill Tracts. 

On the 28th July, Pibuk died, and was succeeded by her daughter, 
Baniyatangi. 

Sukpilal and the other western chiefs, shortly after the outbreak 
of hostilities above referred to, sent a deputation to the Deputy-Com- 
mnissioner of Cachar, asking for assistance against the eastern chiefs. 
Their request was, of course, refused. In Aucust following, the eastern 
chiefs sent a similar deputation, consisting “ot Darpong and others, 
chiefly with a view to find out what answer “had been given to Sukpilal. 
It was explained to them that the British Government would not assist 
either side, and they were advised to make peace with the other party. 
Darpong then asked that the traders who had deserted the Tipaimukh 
Bazaar on account of the oppression exercised by some servants of 
Lengkam’s might be induced to return. He was told that the matter 
would be taken into consideration if proper explanations were tendered. 
Darpong then went away, promising to return with Lengkam’s mantri. 

Towards the end ‘of September, Lengkam attacked Khalgom, 
and carried off fitteen heads, in revenge for ‘the theft from some of his 
people of some salt which they were carrying through Khalgom’s 
country from Sonai Bazaar. 
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In October, thirty-five of Lalhai’s people fled from the Lushai 
country, through fear of Poiboi. As these men belong to the sarre sect 
as Mantrinkup, whose village lies opposite to the Monierkhal guard, they 
were allowed to stay with him. ; 

In November, Sukpilal’s mantris sent a petition to the Deputy- 
Commissioner, asking him to mediate between the eastern and western 
chiefs. They were told in reply that if both sides joined in the application 
the request might be entertained, but not otherwise. 

In January, 1878, Darpong come back with: Lengkam’s mantri, 
and made restitution to the traders who had left Tipa: Bazaar, paying 
them Rs. 30. He also, on the part of the eastern chiefs, asked for the 
mediation of the British Government. Upon the Chief Commissioner 
being informed that both parties were desirous of mediation on the part 
of the British Government, he directed that they should be advised to 
make peace, and that a safe meeting-ground in Cachar should be offered 
to them. Darpong before leaving made a claim to two guns brought 
down by Tantow’s people, who are settled at Akhai Punji; these guns 
have been retained by the Deputy-Commissioner, pending an inquiry by 
him into the justice of nee claim. 

The history of the Manipur Naga deputation to the Lushais has 
been given in para. 12. 

Trade with the Lushais is falling off, owing to fighting among the 
chiefs and the exhaustion of the rubber supply. 

There are now eight shops at Bepari Bazaar, six at Lushai Hat, and 

six at Tipaimukh. 


NAaa Hits District. 


32. The history of the Naga Hills district during the year is, 
mainly, the history of the punitive expedition undertaken with the 
object of inflicting punishment on the village of Mozema for a raid 
committed by a party from that village on the British Naga village of 
Gumaigaju, in North Cachar, in February, 1877, and to exact reparation 
for other numerous outrages committed by that village and its neighbour, 
Konoma, on weaker villages both within British limits and across the 
Manipur frontier. 

On the Gth December, 1877, the late Political Officer, Mr. Carnegy, 
left Samaguting with the expedition. The force was commanded 
by Captain Brydon, and consisted of 196 rank and file of the 42nd 
A. L. I., and 30 police. The troops advanced on Mozema on the 
morning of the 8th December. On the ee of the troops, the inhabi- 
tants of the village at once opened fire on them. The village was 
accordingly attacked, and carried by assault, and the whole of it, with 
the exception of three or four houses, was burnt to the ground. The 
burning of the village was not intended. The Mozema men, after having 
been driven from their village, dispersed themselves among the neigh- 

uring jungles and hill crests, and did all they could to harass our 
troops by intermittent firing and frequent night attacks. They also 
adopted the tactics of operating in rear of the force and interrupting 
communication between it and Dimapur, in the plains, on the road to 
Golaghat, at the same time frequently threatening Samaguting. An 
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addition to the foree emploved was consequently deemed neccessary, to 
bring the expedition to a successful termination, and g reinforcement of 
100 men from the 43rd Assam Light Infantry, under the command of 
Lieutenant Macgregor, who was accompanied by Captain Williamson, the 
Inspector-General of Police, was despatched to the Naga Hills. In 
the meantime, desultory fighting had been going on in the hills, and, finally, 
the Mozema Nagas, being without food and shelter, and their village 
and all their stores of grain having been destroved, made overtures for 
peace. These negotiations were, however, interrupted by the sad death 
of Mr. Carnegy. the Political Otficer, who was accidentally shot by one 
of our own sentries. On hearing of the accident to Mr. Carnegvy, 
Captain Williamson hastened up from Samaguting, assamed charge of 
the Politieal Officer's duties, and commenced to settle the conditions to 
be imposed upon the Mozema people. The following were the principal 


conditions :— 


(1.) ‘That they should pay a fine’ of Rs. 50 for their offence of 
fighting on the political path. 

(2.) That they should restore the arms and accoutrements of the 
three constables who had been waylaid when the dak was 
intercepted, and also the contents of the plundered mail 
hags. 

(3.) That they should surrender four of their own firearms. 


Pardon was extended to Konoma and Jotsoma, on their chiefs 
formally and humbly tendering their submission. 

These conditions were, certainly, lenient, but it was taken into 
consideration that an ample punishment had already been inflicted 
on the Mozema reople by the destruction of their houses and food 
supply, and in the privations they had undergone, and it would have 
been futile, as well as inexpedient, to impose on themi a heavy fine, 
which, all their property having been destroyed, they would not have 
been able to pay. 

It was not, however, intended that Konoma and Jotsoma should 
have escaped comparatively scot-free. 

The omission to impose a fine upon these villages was due to 
the fact of Captain Williamson having no knowledge of the corres- 
pondence which had passed in connection with the expedition. The 
requisite papers were not at hand in camp for reference, and 
Mr. Carnegy was too ill to be consulted. | 

On the 18th January, the terms imposed upon Mozema were fully 
complied with, and, peace being thus formally concluded, the expedi- 
tionary force fell back upon Samaguting on the 28th January. . 

Colonel Keatinge considered that the main objects of the ee 
tion were, on the whole, attained. A severe example was e of 
Mozema, and the other villages reccived a very impressive lesson and 
warning in the destruction of that village. 

The policy to be adopted for the future towards these turbulent 
tribes, of Dbaolately prohibiting the repetition of these intertribal raids 
and massacres has since been clearly laid down by the Government of 
India, and will be rigidly carried out. Its enforcement may at the 
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vutset be attended with some difficulty, and will demand the exercise of 
no little tact, firmness, and moderation; but its ultimate result, if 
consistently pursued, in the complete pacification of these savages, the 
Chief Commissioner sees no reason whatever to doubt. 

In furtherance of this policy, it has already been determined to 
advance the head-quarters of the Naga Hills district during the ensuing 
cold season from Samaguting to Kohima, the principal village in the 
centre of the Angami country, from which the Political Officer wall be 
enabled to maintain an effective supervision and enforce submission 
to his authority. 


KaASI AND JAINTIA HILts. 


33. The conduct of the Khasia chiefs, and‘of the headmen throughout 
these hills, was good during the year, and nothing occurred to disturb the 
peace of the district. Certain villages of the State of Khyrim were at 
variance throughout the year with the Seim of that State, and all efforts 
on the part of the Deputy-Commissioner to reconcile the opposing 
parties have been hitherto fruitless. It is hoped that some settlement 
of the points in dispute may be come to during the current year. 


Road communications throughout the district were kept in repair 
during the year. 


GAro HILLts. 


34. The Garos were, on the whole, well-behaved during the year, 
but a case occurred which shows that remnants of their former savage 
customs still linger amongst them. A Marwari merchant and his 
servant were barbarously murdered while travelling in the hills for 
trading purposes; the perpetrators of the deed not having been actuated 
by any motives of plunder, but having been instigated thereto by a 
Laskar, or village headman, who desired to get the heads of the murdered 
men to burn with the bones of his deceased son. The murder is the 
more to be regretted, as it will deter traders from travelling in these 
hills. With some exceptions, the conduct of the Laskars and Lukmas 
throughout the year was good. 

Vaccination operations were carried on during the year on an 
increased scale, aud with the most satisfactory results. 
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CHAPTER II. 


- ADMINISTRATION OF THE LAND. 


SECTION IL—SURVEYS. 


35. Topographical_—Survey operations were carried on during 
the field season of 1877-78, by No. 6 Topographical Survey Party, in 
South Svlhet, in the Khasi Hills, in the Miri Hills on the north bank of 
the Brahmaputra, and in the Mishmi Hills at the head of the Assam 
Valley. The party was divided into two detachments,—one under the 
command of Major Badgley, and the other under the command of 
Lieutenant R. G. Woodthorpe. 

The first detachment was employed in revising Sheet XIV. of 
the Khasi Hills Survey, and in beginning the survey of the south- 
eastern part of the Sylhet district, where some 650 square miles of 
country still remain unsurveyed. 

In Svlhet a mere beginning only was made. 300 square miles of 
country were triangulated and 18 square miles of finished survey 
completed on the seale of two inches to the mile. The unhealthiness 
of the jungly tract in which the detachment worked retarded in some 
degree its progress. : 

The outturn accomplished by the detachment in the Khasi Hills 
was 282 square miles, at the average cost of about Rs. 34 per square 
mile. In the Khasi Hills also, as in Sylhet, the unhealthiness of the 
tract surveyed affected the outturn of work. 

The second detachment, under Lieutenant Woodthorpe, was 
employed in the hills at the head of the Assam Valley. Survey opera- 
tions were commenced in the Miri Hills, in the neighbourhood of the 
Subansiri River, in conjunctici with the Trigonometrical Survey Party 
under Lientenant Harman; one of the principal objects of the united 
party being to ascertain the true course and origin of the Subansiri, 
and the possibility of its identity with the Sanpo. The two parties 
were engaged in this survey from the Ist December to the 17th 
February, the work being much retarded by bad weather. The Miris 
were, as a rule, found to be very friendly, and ready to give such assist- 
ance as they were able. The area surveyed in these hills on the scale 
of two miles to the inch was 1,500 square miles; but the drainage of a 
much larger area, on a small scale, was approximately determined. The 
parties, owing to the orders of Government prohibiting their advance far 
into the hills, were unable to determine the question as to whether the 
Subansiri runs through the Snowy Range ornot. The results, however, 
of the observations taken will, when worked out, throw some light on 
the matter. 
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Later on in the season Lieutenant Woodthorpe’s detachment was 
employed in the Mishmi Hills. Here also, owing to bad weather and 
sickness, operations did not proceed as rapidly as was hoped. Still, the 
evhole drainage area of the Dibong was fairly approximately determin- 
ed, and the course of its main stream accurately fixed for about 50 miles 
from the Dibong guard. An area in the hills of 1,150 square miles on 
the scale of four miles to the inch, and about 800 square miles of the 
low country between Sadiya and the Hills on the scale of two 
miles to the inch, were accurately surveyed. The Mishmis were found 
to be very friendly, and no opposition was met with. The total cost 
of the season’s work of Lieutenant Woodthorpe’s detachment was 
Rs. 26,300, giving an average of Rs. 7 per square mile. 


36. Trigonometrical—During November, 1877, a large number of 
hill peaks in Bhutan were fixed from survey stations in the neighbour- 
hued of Gauhati and Go4lpara. 

In December, a detachment of the party, under Lieutenant Harman, 
entered the Miri Hills below the Bhutan range, working, as already 
stated, in conjunction with the detachment of the Topographical Survey 
Party, under Lieutenant Woodthorpe. Two points, named Yellu and 
Pidi, on the first high range, and to the west of the Subansiri River, 
were first occupied, and on these peaks stations were built and connected 
with two stations in the plains near Dikhumukh. A _ hill about 
eight miles north: of Yellu, and a peak called Potu, about twenty 
miles east of Yellu and east of the Subansiri River, were also 
occupied, and _ stations were built and fixed. From these four 
stations in the Miri Hills about 100 hill peaks were intersected. The 
principal series of triangulation in the vicinity of Sadiya was carried on 
to the Dikrang martello tower; to the Manabum hill station (Topogra- 
phical Survey), in the Singphoo country, south of the Tengapani River, 

-and twenty miles east of Sadiya; and to the Miaobum ridge, about forty 
miles east of Sadiya, and near the main ridge of the Patkoi range: from 
all of which stations 9 number of other hill peaks were intersected. 

The branch series of triangulation, “ Dibrugarh fo Jaipur,” was 
finally completed and closed. 

Measurements were taken of the discharge volumes of the 
Subansiri and Dibong Rivers, of the Brahmaputra at Dibrugarh and ata 

lace ten miles above Sadiva, of the combined Dibong and the Dihong 
Rivers, and of the combined Tengapani and Noa-Dehing streams. 

With this season’s work, the operations of this party of the 
Trigonometrical Survey in the Assam Valley were broughe to a 
conclusion. 


37. Revenue.—The demarcation and adjustment of la-kheraj and 
Survey of la- and nisf-kheraj nisf-kheraj holdings was continued during the 
ee ee ee year in the district of Kamrup by Babu Fattick 
Chandra Barua, Extra-Assistant-Commissioner, who is specially employed 
on this daty, in conjunction with a survey party under Mr. W. H. 
Patterson. The Extra-Assistant-Commissioner effected the preliminary 
demarcation of 169 estates, comprising an area of 22,976 acres, of whic 
14 estates, with an area of 1,000 acres, were made over, after final 
D 
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adjustment of area, to the surveyors. The survey party demarcated by 
rmanent marks 226 estates, covering an area of 20,000 acres. 
reliminary surveys were also made of 75 estates, with an area of 
4,700 acres. 

The total number of estates demarcated in Kamrup up to 3lst March, 
1878, is 1,907, of which 137 estates, contaming an aggregate area of 
51,869-54 acres, have been made over to the survey party. There still 
remain 2,735 cstates, with an approximate area of 147,285 acres, to be 
adjusted and demarcated. 

The total area of la-kheraj and nisf-kheraj holdings in this district, 
as reported last year, was incorrect, the Deputy-Commissioner having 
included in it the area of certain kheraj estates, which have been direct- 
ed to be incorporated with the mouzah, The area of the 4,642 holdings 
is now reported to be 232,921 acres. 

The slow rate at which the survey and adjustment of these la-kheraj 
and nisf-kheraj lands is advancing to completion having attracted the 
notice of the Chief Commissioner, he has, since the close of the year, 
_ issued instructions concerning the future conduct of the work, which 
he trusts will result in a largely increased outturn, without any loss of 
efficiency or accuracy. 


38. A small amount of survey work was done by this same sur- 
Survey of la- and nist-kheraj vey party in the district of Darrang during the 
etn arene year, consisting merely of the revision of 
boundary of one nisf-kheraj estate and the laying down afresh of the 
boundary of another, besides the interior survey of five waste land grants 
under the Thirty-years’ Lease Rules, the cost of which was defrayed by 


the district authorities. 


39. Railways.—In the Report for 1876-77, it was stated that duane 
that year a survey of the Dikhu Valley and intervening country h 
been undertaken, with a view to ascertain the practicability and the cost 
of laying down a light railway from the éoal-felds of the Sibsdgar dis- 
trict to the barf&s of the Brahmaputra; but no report of the operations of 
the survey party having been received, no detailed information was given. 
An outline of the results may therefore usefully be given here, although 
the narrative concerns the year preceding that now under report. This 
report has been since received. 
The party consisted of the engineers whose names are given in 
the margin, deputed from the staff of the 
ace Heq. Executive Northern Bengal State Railway. The party 
Free Bed, Ascistant- yeached Sibsigar on the 17th December, 
cl ieaeent Welle na Aart: commenced operations on the 26th idem, and 
Bans Gopal, Overseer. closed them on the 15th March following. 
Careful and detailed surveys were effected of 
the country between Disangmukh, on the Brahmaputra, and Naginimors, 
at the foot of the hills containing the coal-beds. At the same time, 
all available information was procured with regard to the natural 
features and conditions of the tract, materials for railway construction, 
supply and rates labour, and the possibilities and requirements of 
anticipated traffic. A rough exploration was further made of the 
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hilly tract hetween Naginimora and the actual coal-beds, with the 
view to select. aline for a wire tramway to connect them with the 
railway terminus. 
Three alternative projecta were the outcome of these inquiries, 
namely :— 
(1) A metre-gauge railway from Disangmukh (or from a point 
on the Disang River a little higher up) to Naginimora, 
29 miles, costing Rs. 24,62,000; with a wire tramway 
from the terminus to the valley of the Borjan, 14 miles, 
costing Rs. 28,500, making a total cost of Rs. 24,90,500. 
(2) A metre-gauge railway from Sibsdgar to Suntuck, along the 
right bank of the Dikhu River, 14 miles, costing Rs. 
8,40,000, and a wire tramway from Suntuck to the valley 
of the Borjan, 64 miles, costing Rs. 1,04,000, total cost 
Rs. 9,44,000, the railway to be afterwards carried down 
from Sibs4gar to Disangmukh, if found expedient, or 
water carriage beingemployed down the Dikhu River to 
the Brahmaputra. 
(3) An alternative line on the left bank of the Dikhu, consisting 
of a wire tramway from the valley of the Borjan to 
Behalea, 5 miles; a metre-gauge railway thence to Nazira, 
and along the Bor-Ali to the Dikhu river, 21 miles, at a 
total cost of Rs. 13,00,000. 


Some doubts, however, are expressed by the Engineer-in-Chief, 
in commenting on these projects, as to whether wire tramways can be 
worked as a practical and financial success. 

The Dikhu River was found to be in many respects unsuitable 
as a means of regular water transport. Its course is very winding, and 
in its upper waters to some distance below Suntuck there are frequent 
rapids, rendering navigation only possible for ‘‘ dug-out’’ canoes. 
Below Nazira, however, the river is practicable for fair-sized boats, 
except for two or three months in the dry season. 

The Government of India have since the close of the year decided 
that these projects are all too expensive to be undertaken, and have 
requested the Chief Commissioner to direct his attention to other and 
more practicable coal-fields. The question is one of the utmost 
interest and importance to the Province, both in view to the 
development and utilization of the abundant mineral resources of the 
country and to the lowering of the present excessive cost of steamer 
carriage, both of goods and passengers, on the Brahmaputra, which is one 
of the principal obstacles to its advancement. | 


40. During the two years preceding the one now under report 
reliminary surveys have been conducted by the staff of the Northern 
Bongal State Railway, with the view to determining the practicability of 
extending the Bengal Railway system into the Assam Valley. The report 
of their operations bas recently reached the Chief Commissioner, and a 
brief summary of the results may be given here. 
In 1875-76 surveys were completed from Kaldebari Railway 
Station, on the Northern Bengal State ailway, through Kuch Behar, to 
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a point near Dhubri; the line of country from Rangpur to Abrap4ré, about 
twenty miles Une wemuE Goalpara, and that from the Durlah River to 
Kuch Behar. were also surveyed. 

In 1876-77, the survey was continued from Abrapara to Goal- 
para, and up the left bank of the B rahmaputra to Gauhati. Another 
secuion was also made of the line from opposite Gauhati, on the mght 
bank of the river, to Jagikopa, opposite Goalpara. 

The conclusions arrived at by the engineering authorities, upon 
completion of the above-mentioned surveys, were that a railway from 
Dhuabri along the right bank of the Brahmaputra would be difficult and 
expensive; but that the construction of a line from Goalpara to Gauhati, 
and trom Croalpara to a point opposite Dhubri, would be a comparatively 
easy matter. 


SECTION 2.—SETTLEMENTS. 


41. During the year under review, the following settlements were 
in progress in the Provinee:— 


(1.)  Re-settlerment of ilam estates in Svlhet. 


(2.)) Re-settlement of other petty scattered estates in Sylhet. ° 
(3.)  Re-settlement of Jaintia, in Svlhet. 

(4.)) Settlement of waste lands in Cachar. 

(9) Ke-settlement of Eastern Duars, in Goalpara. 

(6.)) Petty re-settlements in Goalpara, 

(7.) Annual setllements in Assam Proper. 


42. During the vear under review, 177 ilam estates, covering an 
Resettlement of ilamestatesin area Of 43,855 acres, were measured. In 247 
Bylhet, estates, covering an area of 40,917 acres, mea- 
surements made in this and the previous years were tested, ‘and in 146estates 
comprising an area of 14,562 acres, re-settlements were concluded; of 
these 1-£6 estates, the settlements of sixty expire in 1893, of twenty-six im 
Jso4, of four in 1805, and of fifty-five in 1896, A.D., and one estate was 
settled for a short term, as the land was the subject of a civil suit. This 
settlement has sinee been cancelled, the land having been decreed to the 
plaintiff, as belonging to his decennially-settled estate. 

The revenue of the 146 holdings settled during the year 
amounted to Rs. 4.135, against Rs. 2,056, the former demand. The 
increase 1s mainly due to the large extension of cultivated area shown 
by the new measurements. 

Taking the total number of ilam estates in the district to be 
3,142, with an agereeate area of 430.000 acres in round numbers, there 
still remain 148 estates, covering an area of 196,897 acres, to be 
measured, and 1,054 estates, with an area of 369,640 acres, of which the 
settlements have to be completed. 

The total cost of ilam settlements in 1877-78, including the pay 
of the Extra-Assistant-Commissioners, was Rs. 13,478, or at the rate of 
14 annas 9 pie per acre of the area settled. The average cost per acre 
of land scttled during the previous year was 10 annas and 7 pie. Con- 
sidering that the increase in revenue obtained by the labours of this 
estublishment during the year was only Rs. 2,079 per annum, it is 


SETTLEMENTS. ; 21 


apparent that the cost of these ilam settlement proceedings, as well as 
their rate of progress, was far from satisfactory. 


43. Of the nankar and other petty ae than ilam in the 
lice district of Sylhet, 234 holdings, covering an 
gene. area of 1,458 acres, were settled during the 
year at a revenue of Rs. 1,031, or 11 annas 3 pie per acre. Of these estates, 
229 were settled for 30 years and the remaining five for 29 years, 
both periods expiring in 1907. The former revenue of these estates was 
Rs. 768, giving an increase of Rs. 263, or 34:2 per cent., at the present 
re-settlement. 
The cost of the re-settlement of these petty estates amounted to 
Its. 6,901 during the year under report, including the pay of the Sub- 
Deputy-Collector in charge of these settlements and his office and field 
establishments. The cost and rate of progress of these petty settlements 
are as little satisfactory as in the case of ihe ilam settlements. 


44, Captain M. O. Boyd ui Wes 7 ae ues a ae settle- 
ments after the death of Mr. W. O. A. Beckett 
pe eee which occurred on the 31st December, 1877. 
During the year under report the measurement of the remainder 
of the Jaintia pergunnahs was completed, the outturn of the year’s work 
being an area of 85,778 acres, comprising 7,443 tenures, against 14,689 
tenures, with an area of 185,463 acres, in the previous year. The total 
area of Jaintia, as ascertained by this measurement, cannot now be given 
accurately, as the measurement-papers of certain pergunnahs had not 
been finally checked, nor the calculation of the areas completed at the 
conclusion of the year. 
The re-settlement of the tenures in the six pergunnahs named 


cee Sea on the margin, revised rates for the assessment 
Chaura. Baurbhag. § of which were sanctioned in Government letter 
Bajeraj. Chatul. 


No. 851, dated 11th December, 1877, was nearly 
completed before the close of the year; 11,172 pottahs had been granted, 
against 7,479 in the previous settlement. The work at first progressed 
very slowly, owing to the ryots making every endeavour to delay its 
completion, in view to the prolongation of the old rates of assessment 
for another season. But the Settlement Officer having directed the 
settlement of the tenures of some of the recusants with other persons, 
these tactics of passive obstruction collapsed. The revised assessment of 
these six pergunnahis will take effect from the current financial vear. 

Since the close of the year the Government of India have 
sanctioned the application to the remaining eleven pergunnahs of the rates 
of assessment already approved for the aforesaid six pergunnahs, there 
being practically but very little difference in the natural conditions and 
capabilities of these several tracts. The new rates of assessment per 
bigha are as follows:— 


A. P, 
Homestead  ......ccccescscees ceceeee ieceGhueeebonsssuens 10 QO 
Cultivated. lands). ccsccccccscicesisccccscescccdsceetess 7 #O 
Walow ~ccscisscesvssssuceves: eideaeaweGenseasacerenatensee 2 O 
DODO cai eastons sess anecesocs secstestewsis Mtesasesmesys, “&- <0 
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At the former settlement the rates of assessment were very lew, 
in some cases little more than nominal, and were calculated on a minate 
and arbitrary classification of lands, which it has been found advisable 
to abandon in favour of a broader and simpler system of assessment. 

The re-settlement of these remaining eleven pergunnahs is 
now in progress, and the work, it is hoped, will be completed, as origi- 
nally anticipated, by the close of November, 1878. 

The total expenditure during the year amounted to Rs. 69,724-15-3. 

Besides the ordinary work of survev and _ settlement, the 
establishment of the Jaintia settlement was also employed during the year 
in adjusting the boundary between the districts of Sylhet andthe Khasi 
and Jaintié Hills, andin concluding the settlement of some izad land 
lying some distance from Jaintiaé, within the boundary of the Khasi 
and Jaintié Hills district. 


45. Tho settlement work in Cachar consisted of the settlement of 
Settlement of waste land in waste lands newly taken up for cultivation 
Gachsr. under the Mirasdari Rules of the district. 

Inclusive of the 287 applications pending on the lst April, 1877, 
there were 506 applications in all for disposal during the year, against 
853 in 1876-77. Of the 219 applications filed during the year, 28 
were made by tea-planters and 191 by ordinary ryots. Of the total 
number of applications for disposal, 329 applications were disposed of 
during the year, leaving 177 pending at its close. The area settled on 
the final completion of the settlements amounts to 31,268 acres, bearing 
a@ maximum revenue of Rs. 21,796, against 21,967 acres, bearing 
revenue of Rs. 15,995, in the preceding year. Of the total area settled 
(31,268 acres), an area of 20,355 acres, with a maximum revenne of 
Rs. 15,275, was taken up for tea-planting purposes, and the remainder 
was settled with mirasdars for ordinary cultivation. 

The area of the 177 applications pending at the close of the 
year is estimated at 16,212 acres, of which 9,416 acres have been applied 
for by tea-planters. The revenue of the area to be taken up in these 
pending applications is estimated at Rs. 15,000. 

It will be observed that there was a considerable decrease in 
the number of settlement cases for disposal during the year, as compa 
with the preceding year, but the area finally settled was larger than the 
area settled in 1876-77. The Deputy-Commissioner explains that the 
settlement cases are falling off, owing partly to the near approach of the 
general revision of settlement, and partly to the decreased demand for 
fand on the part of the tea-planters. 


46. The Eastern Duars, which consist of the five tracts named in 
Resettlement of the Kasten the margin, are situated along the northern 
Duara. border of the Goalpara district. The settlement 


Bia Ohirang of these tracts, which was concluded from 1870- 
pu. 





71 for a period of seven years, lapsed on the 
31st March, 1877. Detailed proposals for the re-settlement of thes 
tracts on the system of the Assam settlement were submitted to the 
Government of India in letter No. 1,164, dated 30th April, 1877. For 
reasons stated in this letter and in the subsequent correspondence, the 
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ief Qommissioner deemed it mexpedient to renew the engagements 
with the farmers and managers with whom the former settlements had 
been concluded, and recommended the settlement being made through- 
out with the cultivating occupants on the ryotwari system prevalent in 
Assam Proper. 

The Government of India have sanctioned the Chief Commis- 
sioner’s recommendations in the case of Duars Ripu, Chirang, and Guma. 
The course to be taken with regard to Duars Bijni and Sidli is still 
under their consideration. Subject, however, to the decision which the 
Supreme Government may arrive at with regard to the future settlement 
of these estates, the Deputy-Commissioner, with the concurrence of the 
Chief Commissioner, settled the five tracts mentioned above with the 
occupant ryots, under the management of mouzahdars, on the Assam 
system of administration during the year under report. | 

The following table shows the results of the re-settlement of the 
five Duars in question :— 





Revenue in 

oo Increase. Decrease. 

1876-77, 1877-78. 

Bs, Re. Rs. Be. 
1.) Bijni ..........0....scsceeeee 23,948 87,981 14,038 
Zs) BILL, ssskeace-scesaes eevee 19,391 33,102 13,711 
8) (Ripa descivtesverensssciaiss 2,364 2,850 486 
4.) GUM. ci cccecsecesdsevess “ses 2,125 2,715 590 aes 
(5.) Chirang.........sccssesees. 1,183 853 Sages 330 

Total...... 49,011 77,501 28,490 net. 











It will be observed from the foregoing statement that, although 
the former rates of assessment have not been raised, there has been a 
very satisfactory increase in the revenue of the first four Duars. The 
decrease in Chirang is attributed by the tehsildar to the establishment of 
the extensive forest reserves, and the prohibition against burning the 
jangle, which has prevented extension of cultivation, and has caused the 


inhabitants of some villages to migrate to other localities. The Deputy-. 


Commissioner, however, is not satisfied with the sufficiency of these 
explanations, and has promised :to scrutinize the condition of this tract 
more fully himself. e rates of assessment adopted in this settlement 
were, as observed before, the same as those assessed in the original 
settlement of these Duars, and are about half the rates which obtain in 
Assam, as will be seen from the annexed table :-— 

mare Eastern — in Assam . 


Description of land. nars. roper. 

Per bigha. Per bigha. 
Aa, Rs. As. P. 
Homestead  ..........cccccscsssccscccscescccescccsecs 8 100 
FOP Il cwschowssscasecanccestensasedasuvevaceaveccase cease 8 010 0 
PAPI BN OU oosac cscs eves ecenaccnedsce toca ceuscaswexcees 4 0 8 0 


If the fall rates were imposed, which it may be found possible 
to effect in a few years, it is very probable that the land revenue of the 
Eastern Duars alone will shortly very nearly equal the revenue of the 
district of Lakhimpur or Cachar. 
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The total area assessed in the Eastern Duars amounted to 63,664 

Changes of cultivation inthe acres, against 50,977 acres in 1870-71, at the 

ey ee time of the original settlement, showing an 
increase of 12,687 acres, due to extended cultivation. 


47. Six petty estates were re-settled during the year by the perma- 

nent establishment at the Deputy-Commis- 

Petty re-settlements in Godlpéra, = cioner’s disposal. The revenue of these 

estates amounted to Rs. 1,156, against Rs. 1,055 of the former assessment, 
showing an increase of Rs. 101. 

48. During the year under review 431,102 estates, as detailed on 


the margin, came’ under _ settlement, 
Settlements in Assam Proper. sm, 
oo poe fie? against 420,022 estates in the preceding 


Atop’ sossseanseascessees- 135,829 022 | 
oe e249 year, resulting in a net increase of 11,080 
Bibeigar ....ecececeeseeeeres g2155 estates, due to extended cultivation. As 
See Ea seco erase ee compared with the previous year, there has 


431102 been a decrease in the number of settle 
ments in the district of Nowgong. This 
decrease is attributed to the fact that a number of small plots 
of land were relinquished by the ryots, and a few much larger plots 
taken up, there having been, on the whole, an extension of cultivation. 

All the above settlements were confirmed during the year. 
The area of the estates settled during the year was 1,347,721 
acres, against 1,315,377 acres in the preceding 

















See Oe oe year, showing an increase of 32,344 acres, 
as shown in the annexed table:— 
Basti. Rupit. Faringhati. Total. 
1876-77 ...sss0s 102,843 667,887 544,647 1,315,377 
1877-78 csseseoee 103,241 678,106 566,374 1347,721 
Increase in 1877-78 ... 398 10,219 21,727 32,344 


ere ee — ee 








The main increase has occurred in the faringhati lands. Of 
- the total area settled during the year, 1,240,856 acres were assessed al 
full rates, and the remainder (106,865 acres) at half rates. 
The revenue of the land settled during the year was Rs. 23,46.492 
Revenue of land settled in ogainst Rs, 22,74,364 in the previous 
Proper. year. 


49. During the year under report 3,861 acres of land were settled 
at full rates on decennial Jeases under the Assam 
den gears’ lenses under the Settlement Rules; of this, 2,384 acres wer 
taken up for the cultivation of ordinary ¢roP*: 
. and 1,477 acres for the cultivation of tea. In all, 30,190 acres of land 
are held on ten years’ leases in Assam Proper, viz., 19,463 acres at! 
rates and 10,727 at favourable rates. The whole of the area settled 2 
favourable rates is held by European tea-planters. Of the total ares 
under decennial settlement, 15,345 acres have beer taken up by ryols 
for ordinary cultivation, and nearly the whole of the remainder SY 
Europeans for the purpose of cultivating tea. Only a small area of 20 
acres is held by Natives for this purpose. 
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50. During the year under report, the Chief Commissioner sanc- 
tioned the proposal of the Deputy-Commissioner 
of Kamriap to lease, for purposes of cultivation 
on ordinary revenue-paying pottahs for periods of five vears, the low 
lands in North Gauhati within the station limits, with the view to 
improve the health of the locality by the removal of the jungle and 
obnoxious undergrowth, the land not being adapted for habitation. 

Thirty-four pottahs, covering an area of 71 acres, were granted on 
these terms, giving a revenue of Rs. 109. 


51. All the nisf-kheraj lands in the district of Nowgong, except a 
Settlement of nisf-kheraj hold- khat settled for twenty years in 1862, govering 
ane? te NOmEOnE tor 10 years. an area of 4,143 acres, were settled during the 
vear for a term of ten years in accordance with the orders of the 
Government of India, the uncultivated and waste portions of these 
estates, for which the nisf-kherajdars were, under former orders, 
required to pay revenue, being now left in their possession for the 
period of settlement without additional assessment. 

The resumed portions of the la-kheraj and nisf-kheraj holdings 
were settled like ordinary revenue-paying lands ; all the nisf-kherajdars, 
excepting two, preferred to have these resumed portions of their estates 
settled fora term of years, and accepted decennial settlements for 
these lands. The area of the lands so settled amounted to920 acres. 

In the other districts, the decennial settlements of the nisf-kheraj 
holdings have not yet been completed. 


Five years’ leases in Kamrip. 


SECTION 3.—WASTE LANDS. 


52. The following table shows the particulars of the leases sold 
during 1877-78 under the New Lease Rules, referred to in para. 50 of 
last year’s report, as compared with those sold in the preceding year:— 





Waste land leased under the New Rules in 





{ 
“a -*- | 
i 





Sib-44. 17-78 
Districts. ee mae Pas 
| Number. | Areain acres. | Number. Area in acres. 
SPIEL “aunsGapasnshuuseucss a.cacinibadeuses Sy” i -saedeee: |) Aoatmatnet 
NO seertegivagnh 6adanbcséusacieneudacrticae l 1,121 19 14,485 
UIMINIDIL, dup Sabirs to dvust oscosssscsasvenes 6 1,026 8 1.3 
Darrang eee cereroescccesesesccccesecsces 7 1,517 35 10,016 
DEED, osd0ub oes bodcscasceaneeac duces 32 3,795 5] 27,188 
ENE Rasta on udscdchacevescesss s6edee ) 1019 oU 10,457 
MIEEE Saco cncvarcsebsbedeassuaecocss | 9 4.314 18 8,167 


bh 
4 sf 
x 

os 


RUE MEIAID Ninos dncacsoeescsarséncnsesonct 


eerste §  j( - *@#@8 #8 @e@ 





PT ORGUS cb ck) 63 24,444 16] 71,646 


It will. be seen that 161 leases, covering an area of 71,646 
acres, were sold during the year, against 63 leases, comprising 24,414 
acres in the preceding year. 61 leases, covering an area of 33,277 
acres, were advertised for sale, but not sold during the year. The first 
lease under these rules was sold on the 16th August, 1876, so that a 
conplete and fair comparison between the two years can hardly he 

E 
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drawn; but it is plain that the New Lease Rules have allowed full 
scope to the extension of the tea industry of the Province. The Chief 
Commissioner was glad to observe in his inspection tour that the 
applications for these leases are, as a general rule, disposed of by the 
District Officers with fair despatch. 

In Cachar, as has before been reniarked, the planters still seem to 
prefer taking ap the land they require for extending their operations 
under the ordinary settlement rules in vogue in the district, an area of 
over 20,000 acres, as will be seen from the table below, having been 
thus taken up during the past year. 

The desire to avoid the competition at auction, which may neces 
sitate a large initial expenditure in purchasing the land, appears to 
be the principal cause of this preference for the ordinary ryotwari title. 

Of the total demand on account of leases sold, Rs. 12,849, 
Rs. 11,474 were realized, leaving a balance of Rs. 871 in the district 
of Darrang. 

In two cases only, one in Nowgong and the other in Lakhim- 
pur, was there any competition at the auction sale, and the result of this 
competition was that the two leases sold for Rs. 699, more than what they 
would have fetched at the usual fixed upset price of one rupee per acre. 


53. During the year under review, twelve Old Rule grants, covering 
an area of 13,097 acres, were commuted to 
fee-simple, in accordance with the terms of the 
original leases, for a sam of Rs. 60,457. These grants vielded a revenue 
of Rs. 1,090 at the time of their commutation. Two similar grants in 
Cachar, comprising an area of 3,223 acres, were resumed for non-com- 
phance with the clearance conditions stipulated in their leases, and were 
summarily settled with the grantees under the ordinary Settlement 
Rules. At the close of the year there remained 70 grants, with an 
area of 72.821 acres, held on their original conditions. Of this area, 
49.462 acres have come under assessment, and the remainder is still 
held revenue-free, part in perpetuity. 


Old Assam Rule Grants. 


54. The following table shows the number of ordinary cultivation 
leases and the area taken up under them for the cultivation of tea in ‘the 
several districts during the vear :— 























In 1877-78, | Altogether to end of 1877-72. 

Joistrict. os. ee Bae de Oe eee ee 
Nurale | Area in | Present naa | Number} Arca in | Preset Bias 

of Leaae ‘ aeres. | NCO) Fy eome, ie leases.} acres, | income. | income 

To a ae at ce, At a. ae he AR | as, Rs. 
— soiteees peas 49 20,355 1,567} 15,275 | 135 64,271) 11,259) 51,582 
Sl ichesssascestos Cedeaadsl’ Semsces Pteseasa)) ance - 8] 15,795] 1.184] 23.956 
ITT) egeceeteas l eascas | eiidudae Up emeal A. eecaty 30 2,751| 4.161 4,161 
Darrang ......... 2U ; 1,113 1,686) 1,686 | 162 15,871) 23.970} 23,970 
NOWPONE  cesees Q| 2 108 108 26 4,310] 4,908) 4,908 
Sibsiigar we... 152 | 4,131 | 6.267 62671 383] 14,146/21,569] 21,569 
Lakhimpur ...... 5 | 543°51) 824 824 | 162 18,221) 23,157} 97,856 
Total...... 228 .26,214°51| 10,4521 24,160 | 906 | 135,865] 90,208} 1,59,002 
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SECTION 4.-GOVERNMENT ESTATES. 


55. Forthe reasons given in last year’s report, para. 55, only those 
petty estates which have not been settled regularly for a term of years, 
and the revenue of which is collected direct from the tenants, will be 
treated of in this section. Such estates exist in the districts of Sylhet 
and Goalpara only. In the former district there were during the year 
under report 142 such estates, the current demand of land revenue on 
account of which amounted to Rs. 6,585, and in the latter district there 
were 109 such estates, the current demand of land revenue on account of 
which amounted to Rs. 1,538. 


56. A statement showing the demand, collections, remissions, and 
balances on account of these estates in appended below :— 


Vemand., | Collections. Balances, 


Districts. 


| Number of estates 
| Current. 

Arrear. 

Current. 

Arrear. 


\ 
Te tal. 


EE aeaveteca ccs | 142 6.585 6.743 | 13,828 | 452 4.369 4.82] 82 |6.188 | 2.342 | 8.47 
Godlpira .......... 538 383 | : 1 8 37 R 5 


Total ...... | 251 | 8,123 | 16,126 | 24,249 


It will appear from the above statement that out of the total 
current cena of Rs. 8,123, Rs. 1,853 were collected during the 
year, leaving a balance of Rs. 6,270 outstanding at its close. This 

noe 1s in course of realization. 

The arrear demand amounted to Rs. 16,126, of which Rs. 13,599 
were collected, and Rs. 100 remitted during the year, leaving at the 
close of the year a balance of Rs. 2,427 only. 


SECTION 5.—WARDS’ anp ATTACHED ESTATES. 


57. The estates to be reported on in this section are taken up in the 
order of their enumeration in previous reports. 


58. Sidlii—The Sidli estate was held by Rajah Gouri Narayan 
since the original settlement in 1870-71 on a farming lease, under 
which he received an allowance of 30 per cent. on the collections (10 
per cent. for charges of collection, and 20 per cent. as profits), in 
consideration of his connection with the land under the Bhutan Govern- 
ment : but the direct management of the estate was shortly afterwards 
transferred to the district authorities, owing to the incompetence of the 
Rajah to manage his own affairs. The above lease expired on the 31st 
March, 1877. Proposals for the re-settlement of the tract with the 
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occupant ryots, on the basis of the Assam ryotwari system, were submit- 
ted to the Government of India in April, 1877, providing at the same 
time for the continuance to the Rajah of the allowances he had heretofore 
received. The settlement with the occupant ryots has meanwhile been 
carried out, but the proposals with ean to the position of the Rajah in 
the new settlement are still under the consideration of the Supreme 
Government. 

The settlement of the land having been thus made direct with 
the ryots, the management of the Rajah’s estate during the past year 
consisted merely in the collection of arrear demands of previous years. 
Of the sum of Ks. 14,614 due at the close of 1876-77, Rs. 9,868 were 
collected during the vear, and the remainder, Rs. 4,746, is reported by 
the Deputv-Commissioner, after careful scrutiny and detailed local 
inquiry, to be irrecoverable, owing to (1) desertion of ryots, (2) extreme 
poverty of ryots, and (3) inaccurate measurements. This amount will 
accordingly have to be reinitted. 

Rs. The total income® of the year, plus the balance 
Miscellaneous vecclte.. of Rs. 2,104 in hand on Ist April, 1877, was 


Total......9on disbursed as follows:— 
Re. 

Government revenue for 1876-77 paid ............-sccceses 5,186 
Establishment and charges of callection of rents ......... 1,049 
Maintenance of the Rajah and his family .................. 900 
Education of the minor son of the Rajah ............cceee6 104 
Miscellaneous Expenses .........cccceseeceecseccesceccesensnceees 20 
DEDtS "PONG cceivecsusccc Pesce swans wives vocenevesntenaswentesenses 4,250 
Cashi balance in Jand: sscesscsscseacendsscacseeressnsecaucceos sauce 506 

Total......... 12,015 





The estate is still indebted to the extent of Rs. 5,287. Arrange 
ments will be made for the liquidation of this amount as soon as 
orders of the Supreme Government on the future settlement of the Duar 
are received. 


59. The rental of the various estates belonging to the Minor Hur 
Kumar Pal amounted for the year to Rs. 46,786, 
viz., Rs. 12,685 current and Rs. 34,101 arrear. 
Of this sum, Rs. 9,950 were realized, and Rs. 7,509 remitted during the 
year, leaving a balance of Rs. 29,327 at its close. Some thirty-one sul, 
valued at Rs. 1,615, have been instituted for the recovery of arrears 0 
rent, and endeavours are being made to collect as much as possible. 

As the above figures indicate, the condition of the estate has 
not much improved during the year, nor is there any hope of improvement 
until the re-settlement with the ryots of the lands comprised in the estate, 
which is being made by Babu Jadu Nandan Das, Sub-Deputy-Collector, 
is completed, and a proper rent-roll es No such rent-roll or aty 
zemindari accounts, properly so-called, existed during the time of the 
minor’s father. There was no proper system of management, and the 
rents were levied in an sealer and frequently illegal manner. ‘The 
ryots, who are generally refractory, held their lands under verbal agre 
ments, and there is now no means of realizing arrears of such rents due‘ 


Hur Kumar Pal's estate. 
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the estate, except in cases where the liability is voluntarily admitted. 
The re-measurement of the estate and the adjustment of the old accounts 
were completed during the past year, and a sum of Rs. 7,509, proved to 
have been irrecoverable, was remitted. A further sum which has since 
accumulated will, itis feared, have to be written off. The amount, indeed, 
which represents the annual demand of the estate, is to a great extent 
nominal: it is not supported by any agreements of the tenants, and inclu- 
des a large sum the liability for which has never been admitted by them. 
When the detailed settlements with the ryots now in progress are finished, 
the difficulties now encountered in the prompt realization of the rents 
will, it is anticipated, disappear. In the meantime, the Deputy-Com- 
missioner has been requested to pay very careful attention to the super- 
vision of the affairs of the estate, and to submit proposals for its better 
manacement. 

The receipts and expenditure of the year connected with the estate 
are abstracted in the subjoined statement :— 











Receipts. Amount. Expenditure. Amount. 

Rs. | Rs. 

Cash balance from last year.| 3,105 | Government revenue paid......... 2,319 
Management of the property and 

cost of collection .........sssseeees 2,140 

Rents collected..........seseeses 9,950 || Law expenses ..............seccseeees 8,877 
Maintenance of the minor and 

ile: TAMU Y. osc ssaccscedeacus notes ocaxe 485 

Interest on Government se-| 1,680 |! Education of the minor............ 258 
CUFILICR. Sicesisccedasvieesecenss Monthly grants, religious ceremo- 
nies, and other iniscellaneous 

CXPCNBOK sssssis cs sccecsscosasseasseres 1,032 

Debts recovered ...........0+0+ 1,061 || Debts paid .............cccececsesvees 167 
Miscellaneous receipts ...... 414 || Cash balance in favour of the 

‘ —— CBC ALO ohne sig seeduceevsecyencsoaaee 932 


Total ...... - 16,210 Total ......... 16,210 
: | 


It will be observed from the above that the cost of management 
during the past year was considerably less than in the previous year. 
The pay of the manager has since the close of the year been reduced 
to Rs. 50 from Rs. 70; this will reduce the expenditure by Rs. 240 per 
annum. The unusual increase in “law expenses’ is due to the payment 
of Rs. 6,540 as costs, &c., in certain cases decided by the High Court 
against the minor. The other items require no explanation. 


The minor Hur Kumar Pal is reported to be making fair progress 
in his studies. 


60. The estate of the minor Gulam Armani is improving under the 
management of the Court of Wards. Out of 
the total demand of Rs. 683 (Rs. 510 current 
and Rs. 173 arrear), Rs. 593 were realized and Rs. 5 remitted, leaving 


Gulém Armani’s estate. 


30 ASSAM ADMINISTRATION REPORT. 


at the. close of the year a balance of Rs. 85, of which Re. 62 were found 
to be irrecoverable, and have since been remitted. The remainder is in 
course of realization. 

The total receipts a the year ene to Rs. 790, as yn 
Rs the margin. Of this sum, Rs. 210 were paid as 
et en prerion® 130 Government revenue, Rs. 74 as silicstion 
chargea, Rs. 96 for the maintenance of the 
Total... 720 M4mor and his family, and Rs. 3 as miscella- 
— neous expenses, making a total expenditure of 

Rs, 383, leaving a cash balance of Rs. 407 in favour of the estate. 


y 30 
Rents realized ...cccccccce 593 
67 








a) 


POLICE. 31 


CHAPTER III. 


PROTECTION. 


SECTION 1.—(Btank.) 


SECTION 2.—COURSE OF LEGISLATION. 


61. No special legislative enactment has been introduced into this 
Province during the vear. 

The Scheduled Districts Act (XIV. of 1874) was, by a notifi- 
cation dated 3rd November, 1877, declared to be in force in this 
Province, and notifications under that Act, bearing the samo date, extend- 
ing the New Code of Civil Procedure (Act X. of 1877) and the Specifie 
Relief Act (I. of 1877) to the plains districts of the Province, excluding 
the Eastern Duars and the North Cachar Hills, were also issned. 

The following Acts of the Bengal Council were also extended to 
the Province :— 

Act V. of 1875, B.C. (the Bengal Survey Act), was extended to 
the districts of Sythet and Goalpara. 

Act V. of 1876 (the Bengal Municipal Consolidation Act) was 
extended to all the districts within the jurisdiction of the Chief 
Commissioner. 

The proposed Regulation for introducing local rates for roads. 
and similar purposes in the Province is still under consideration by 
the Government of India. 


SECTION 3.--POLICE. 


62. The year under review was the first year in which the adminis- 
tration of police affairs in this Province was coridacted under the 
immediate supervision of a special officer stationed at the head-quarters 
of the Province, and the Chief Commissioner is glad to be able to observe 
that the appointment of Captain Williamson as Inspector-General has 
resulted in the increased efficiency of the force. 

The Inspector-General, in the report submitted by him, expresses 
himself well satisfied, on the whole, with the state of the force, and 
records as his opinion that, so far as he was able to discern, the police 
are looked upon with favour by the people. 

The statistics given in the Appendix afford, the Chief Commissioner 
thinks, good grounds for Kennan the condition of the force to be 
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fairly satisfactory, especially when the difficulty of getting a good class 
of men for the lower ranks of the police is taken into consideration. 
This difficultv will, it is hoped, be less felt now that the pay of the con- 
stables in the lower grade has been raised, and the prospects of both officers 
and men have, under the re-organization scheme, been much improved. 


63. The total sanctioned strength of the Police during the vear was 
3,365 men of all ranks, but the actual strength 
of the force amounted to 2,731 men of all ranks 
only; of these, 41 officers and 340 men were employed on frontier guard 
duty, and 67 officers and 556 men in guarding jails and treasaries. The 
total number of men emploved purely on police work in the eight plains 
districts of the Province during the vear was 1,314, te., in the proportion 
of one policeman to 16°90 square miles and to 2,116 inhabitants. In 
Bengal, the corresponding figures are 1 to 9:7 square miles, and 1 to 
3,514 inhabitants. In Svlhet, the force is especially weak, there being 
only one policeman to every 4,501 of the population. The rank and file 
of the force are about to be angmented. The sanctioned police grant 
for the Province for the year was Rs. 634,000. The grant for the exe- 
cutive police, excluding the pay of the District and Assistant-Superinten- 
dents and that portion of Captain Williamson’s pay and of the pay of his 
establishment debitable to “Police,” amounted to Rs. 5,389,600. The total 
cost of the executive police, including the pay of the District and 
Assistant-Superintendents, calculated on the total sanctioned grant, was 
at the rate of 2 annas and 4 pie per head of the population, against 2 annas 
and 3 pie in the preceding year. The rate of incidence is, as is only to be 
expected, much higher than in Bengal. 


Strength and cost of the police. 


64. The total strength of the municipal police during the year was 94 
men of all ranks, and ‘the total cost of the force 
was Rs. 9,840. The casualties in this branch of 
the force amounted to 23-40 per cent., azainst 26°43 per cent. in the 
previous year. The percentage of resignations, discharges, and desertions 
was considerably lower than in 1876, but there was a slight increase in the 
percentaye of dismissals. 


Municipal police, 


65. A considerable improvement has been effected during the year 
in the condition of the village police in Sylhet, 
in which district, owing to the weakness of the 
regular force, the efficiency of the chaukidars is of the utmost importance. 
In Goalpara, the Bengal Chaukidari Act, VI. of 1870, has been in- 
troduced. The whole question of the village police of the Province is 
now under consideration. Of the frontier police, the Inspector-General 
speaks in his report in high terms, which Sir Steuart Bayley believes 
are fully deserved. 


Village police. 


66. The river patrol system in Sylhet is said to work well. The 
work is naturally distasteful to the police, as it 
subjects them to much exposure to the weather; 
but care is taken that each member of the force shall take his fair share 
of the work. The establishment of a regular police patrol along the 


River police. 
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Assam Trank Road has been attended with marked success. The expe- 
diency of extending this patrol along the upper portion of the Trunk 
Road is under consideration. 


_ 67. In Sylhet alone was it found necessary to quarter a punitive 
re Nae during the year under report. This measure has had the 
t effect. 


_ 68. Seven new outposts were established during the year in this 
district, and their establishment will, the Chief Commissioner hopes, be 
attended by satisfactory results. 


69. The total expenditure on account of police buildings during 
the year amounted to Rs. 13,771-13-2, or at the rate of Rs. 4-1-8 per 
man on the total sanctioned number of police of all grades. No mone 
was expended on account of buildings in the Lakhimpur and Naga Hills 
districts. The amount was pretty evenly distributed among the remain- 
ing districts. 


70. Out of a total number of 3,354 subordinate officers and men, 
the casualties during the year amounted to 
512, or at the rate of 15°26 per cent., against 
432, or 12°84 per cent., in the preceding year. The percentage of 
dismissals, 2-77, was satisfactorily low. Dismissals and desertions were 
both less than in the previous year. ‘The percentage of resignations, 7-30, 
was very high, and was owing to the low rate of pay in the lower grades of 
the force, and to the facilities for obtaining cafe ment on the numerous 
ee in the Province. As the pay of the constables in the lower 
grade has now been raised, the percentage of resignations may be expected 
to diminish. There were 80 deaths during the year, against 55 in 1876. 
On the whole, the health of the men was not so good as during the 
preceding year, but a mortality of 2-4 per cent. is not great for districts 
reputed so unhealthy as some of those in Assam are. No difficulty was 
experienced during the year in obtaining recruits. The enlistments 
amounted to 450, or 13°6 per cent. of the whole strength; this shows 
a fair element of permanence in the force 


71. 136 officers and 333 men were punished departmentally durin 
the year, as compared with 141 officers on 
349 men so punished during the previous year. 
94 officers and men were punished judicially, against 116 officers and 
men punished judicially in 1876. There was an increase in the number 
of convictions under the Indian Penal Code, but there was a consider- 
able deerease m the number of convictions under the Police Act. These 
results are fairly satisfactory; but, on the other hand, there were some 
Very serious cases of misconduct, notably a case of torture to extort a 
confession of guilt in Goalpara, and a case in which certain officers of 
the Sylhet municipal police plundered the house of a dying man. 
These results are the moro to be regretted, as the Reports of the two 
previous years show the Assam police to have been singularly free from 
the violence and extortion which are the besetting sins of the police in 
India. There were also fewer officers and men rewarded during the 
F 


Casualties. 


Punishments and rewards. 


34 ASSAM ADMINISTRATION REPORT. 


year than during the previous year. Still, on the whole, the Chief 
Commissioner is fairly satisfied with the general conduct of the 
force throughout the year. The extra duties in connection with the 
survey partics and the Naga Hills expedition were cheerfully performed 
by the men who were told off for these duties. The drill and discipline 
of the frontier police were well attended to. The contemplated changes 
in the arms of this portion of the force will tend to promote its efficiency. 


72 Owing to the numerical weakness of the force and the numerous 
calls upon the time of the men, it has not 
hitherto been found possible to organize any 
regular system of instruction. Still, something has been done : of the 
regular police nearly 21 per cent., and of the municipal police nearly 
16 per cent., can read and write. The periodical examinations for 
head-constableships are calculated to raise the educational standard of 
the force by making the acquisition of a certain amount of education 
necessary for advancement from the lowest grades. 


73. Attention was paid during the year to the discipline and drill 
of the force. The frontier police are taught the thorough use of their 
weapons, company and light infantry drill, guard duties, &c. No 
attempt has been made to form military battalions, but the officers and 
men have received such training as is calculated to make them thoroughly 
efficient for the duties they may be called upon to perform. The Cachar 
and Sylhet trontier police, especially, are excellently drilled and 
thoroughly fit for any frontier work. 


74. The number of cognizable offences reported during the year was 
10,957, against 10,900 such cases reported 
during 1876. The increase is merely nominal. 
In the 10,957 cases reported, 8,571 persons were arrested; of these, 
8,258 persons were actually put upon their trial, of whom 5,065 were 
convicted and 2,907 acquitted; of the rest, 265 were awaiting trial at the 
close of the year, and 21 were otherwise disposed of. False cases show 
an increase of 1 per cent., as compared with the three preceding years. 
8,757 cases were accepted as true, against 8,850 cases accepted as true 
in 1876. Imfto the 10,957 cases reported during the year be added 403 
cases which occurred in the previous year, but which were brought under 
inquiry during the year under report, the grand total of cases will 
amount to 11,360; deducting false cases and those not inquired into, 
there remain 8,052 cases, against 8,272 in 1876. Convictions were 
obtained in 2,517 cases, the percentage being 31, as in the preceding 
year. The total number of persons arrested and put on their trial being, 
respectively, 8,571 and 8,258, and the total number of persons convicted 
being 5,065, the percentage of persons convicted to persons arrested 
and put upon their trial, respectively, is 59°09 and 61. The correspond- 
ing percentages for 1876 are 59°53 and 62. These results are fairly 
satisfactory, but the total number of persons acquitted is large. The 
slight increase in the number of false cases calls for no remarks. The 
decrease in the number of cases accepted as true is satisfactory, if the 
result of a real decrease of crime,—that there was such a decrease by no 
means necessarily follows. 


Education. 


Cognizzble crime. 
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@5. In 1876, of the total number of persons committed to the Court 
of Sessions, 62 wereconvicted and 61 acquitted, the percentage of acquittals 
to the number of persons tried being 49. In the year under report, the 
corresponding figures are 91 convictions to 46 acquittals, and the per- 
centa ye of acquittals to persons tried is 33. This result is very satisfac- 
tory, as it indicates the exercise of greater judgment on the part of the 
committing officers. The success of a prosecution before the Court of 
Session cannot, however, be always accurately gauged beforehand, and 
acquittal is by no means a sure proof of an error of judgment on the 
part of the Magistrate. 


76. The total value of the property stolen during the year amounted 
to Rs. 93,210, and, of this, property to the value of Rs. 31,651 was reco- 
vered during the year, or 33 per cent., a very low percentage. The 
percentage of property recovered to property stolen in the preceding 
year was 43. In Sylhet, the police were especially unsuccessful in 
recovering stolen property. The Inspector-General assigns no reason in 
his report for the want of success of the police generally in regard to 
this part of their duty, and poe no very accurate reason can be 
assigned. A low percentage of recovery does not necessarily show for 
any one year a special want of activity on the part of the police; but 
when year by year the recoveries in particular districts are steadily 
below the average of all the districts, some explanation is necessary. 
This is the case throughout the past four years in Sylhet and Kamrup. 
In Sylhet, with its dense population and insufficient police establishment, 
the result was to be expected; but the same explanation scarcely applies 
to Kamrip,—at all events not to the same extent. 


77. In the following table the crime reported during the last four 
years is classified :— 























1874, 1875. 1876. 1877, 

Class I. Offences against the State......... 228 363 421 394 

» I. Serious offences against the 411 607 |. 541 480 
person. 

» III. Ditto property, &c. ............00 751 827 1,011 1,048 

»» .V. Minor offences against the 801 948 997 | 1,076 
person. 

» VW. Ditto property ........ccscssseecees 3,983 | 4,441 4,538 | 4.325 

» VI. ear offences not specified 577 124 784 885 
above. 

Other special laws ...........sceccossesens 111 73 111 146 

Total ......... | 6,862 | 7,983 | 8403] 8,354 





78. The increase under Class III. was owing to an increase 
under the heading “ Mischief by killing, poisoning, or maiming animals.”’ 
The increase under Class IV. is attributable to an increase under the 
headings “ Hurt” and “ Wrongful restraint and confinement;” and the 
increasé shown under Class VI. is chiefly under the headings 
“ Vagrancy” and “ Local nuisances.’ Out of a total number of 379 
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cases of rioting or unlawful assembly reported during the year, not less 
than 282 cases occurred in Sylhet alone, and 42 cases in Cachar. This 
offence is rare in the Assam Valley. The returns show a steady increase 
in this crime in Sylhet and Cachar during the last four years, a state of 
things much to be deplored. The cause of the prevalenee of this crime 
in Svlhetis the litigiousnessand proneness to violence of the Muhammadan 
population of that district; but in Sylhet not only is the crime very 
frequent, but the result of the magisterial proceedings in dealing with it 
is far from satisfactory. Convictions were obtained only in 41 per cent. 
of the cases, and the proportion of convictions to arrests was only 65 per 
cent. The question as to how rioting can be most effectually suppressed 
is one which should occupy the earnest attention of the district authon- 
ties; and Captain Williamson has been requested to specially address the 
Deputy-Commissioner on the subject, reporting the result to the Chief 
Commissioner, 


79. There was an increase of 5 cases under the head of “ Murder” 
and a decrease of 11 cases under the head of “ Culpable homicide.” 


80, Qne particularly revolting case of murder took place in 
Goalpara. On the whole, under the heading “ Serious offences against 
the person,” there is a considerable decrease in the number of cases 
accepted as true, which is satisfactory. There were 72 cases of rape 
reported during the year, against 65 such cases reported during’ the 
previous year. The number of these cases is very large, and the result 
even of the cases declared, on inquiry, to be true is extremely unsatis- 
factory. These cases are very often trumped up to conceal family 
disgrace, consequent upon the discovery of an intrigue; and the necessity 
of exercising the greatest caution in inquiring into them has been 
insisted on. 


$1. The results under the head of “Kidnapping” were most unsa- 
tisfactory. There was an increase of 32 cases. Some 56 persons were 
put on their trial, of whom only 18 were convicted. Judging from the 
cases specially reported, it would appear that the persons kidnapped are 
generally very young girls, who are taken from their parents or husbands, 
not for the purpose of prostitution, but for marriage, regular or irregu- 
lar, and frequently with their own consent. 


82. The decrease of 50 cases under the heading “Hart by 
dangerous weapons” is most marked. Serious offences against the 
person or property, or against property only, show a total increase 
of 37 cases,as compared with the previous year. This increase is due 
(as stated before) to the increase under the head of “ Mischief.” Dacoity 
is, happily, a crime by no means prevalent in this Province, There 
were 9 cases of dacvity reported during the year, against 16 cases 
reported in 1876. Of these 9 cases, 5 were on inquiry declared te 
be false, and 2 cases, it is explained, were not inquired into under the 
provisions of Section 117 of the Code of Criminal Procedure. 15 persons 
were arrested and sent up for trial, of whom 10 were convicted aad 
2 acquitted. 
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83. The offence of robbery may also be said to hardly exist in 
Assam. Out of the 73 cases of robbery reported, 57 were declared on 
anquiry tobe false. 4 persons only were put on their trial, of whom 2 
persons were convicted. Of the above 73 cases, 61 were reported to have 
occurred in Cachar. Of these 61 cases, 51 were declared to be 
false. The majority of these so-called “robbery” cases are mere assault 
cases, exaggerated for the purpose of revenge. 


84. The police exercised much more discrimination in dealing with 
cases of robbery during the year under report than during the previous 
year. 


85. The operations of the police in cases of cattle-theft were 
particularly satisfactory. There was a large diminution in offences, 
and, at the same time, a large increase in convictions. | 


86. Minor offences against the person show an increase, and minor 
offences against property a decrease, as compared with the preceding 
year. The decrease in cases of ordinary theft is satisfactory, as is also 
the marked decrease in cases of receiving stolen property. 


87. Vagrancy cases show an increase, being 198, against 159 in 
1876. The number is, however, by no means large. ndead, the pro- 
visions of the law relating to bad livelihood are, if the district of Sylhet 
be excluded, but rarely put in force in Assam. 


88. 11,744 non-cognizable cases were instituted during the year, 
eae Sa te, as compared with 12,134 such cases instituted 
during the previous year, showing a decrease of 
390 institutions. Of the total institutions, more than half were cases 
of criminal force. In 750 cases only were the police employed to make 
inquiries. Out of the 11,744 cases instituted, process issued in 7,896 
cases only. 9,448 persons actually appeared to stand their trial ; of these, 
973 persons were discharged after appearance, 2,711 were acquitted, and 
5,647 were convicted. Phe proportion of persons convicted to persons 
who actually appeared before the courts was 59 per cent., against 64 
cent, in 1876. Very nearly half the total number of cases were 
instituted in Sylhet. 


89. Cases under Class I. show a most marked decrease, having 
fallen off from 753 in the eee year to 596 in the year under report. 
Of the 596 cases instituted during the year 335 cases occurred in Sylhet. 
The magisterial officers in Sylhet acted with greater discretion during 
the year under report than in the previous year in the matter of proseca- 
tions under Section 188 of the indian Penal Code. The falling off 
in the number of cases of serious offences against property is notable, 
such cases being 44 only in number, against 127 in 1876. 


90. There was an increase of 191 in the number of cases under 
Clase IV., this increase calls for no remarks in particular. The results 
of cases of this class are, from a statistical point of view, rarely satisfac- 
tory. Classes V. and VI. show, respectively, a decrease of 40 and of 
275 cases in 1877, as compared with the preceding year. 
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91. There were 124 cases of cognizable crime reported from the 
hill districts in 1877, against 171 such cases 
reported in 1876. In the 124 cases reported, 
132 persons were arrested, of whom 131 persons were sent up for trial, 
of these, 97 persons were convicted and 34 acquitted. The percentage 
of persons convicted to persons actually put upon their trial was 74, 
against 83 in the preceding year. The only cases deserving of special 
notice occurred in the Khasi Hills. There is but little reported crime 
in the Garo Hills and Naga Hills districts. 


92. There were 66 cases of ordinary theft reported during the 
year, against 80 such cases reported during 1876. 74 persons were 
put upon their trial, of whom 65, or 87°83 per cent., were convicted. 
The percentage of persons convicted to persons who were actually tried 
in 1876 was 84°31. 


93. The total value ofthe property stolen during the year was 
Rs. 1,482, and the value of property recovered Rs. 929, or 62°68 per 
cent., against 9-04 per cent. in the previous year. These results may be 
pronounced to be fairly satisfactory. 


Crime in the hill districts. 


SECTION 4.—CRIMINAL JUSTICE. 


94, The Chief Commissioner has been favoured with a copy of the 
High Court’s Report on the Administration of Criminal Justice.n Assam 
during 1877, and from this Report the following review of the state of 
crime and of the working of the criminal courts in the Province has 
been compiled. 

As in former years, the figures given are only for the eight 
plains districts of the Province. The administration of criminal justice 
in the three hill districts is carried on in the Political Department, and 
the High Court have no concern with it. The statistics of crime in 
these hill districts will be found at the end of the section on police 


administration. 


95, All the criminal courts with which this chapter deals are 
constituted under the Criminal Procedure Code (Act X. of 1872). The 
head-quarters of the Sessions Judge of Sylhet are at that station, but he 
goes on circuit to Cachar. The Sessions Judge of the Assam Valley 
Districts is stationed at Gauhati, but he holds periodical jail deliveries 
at the head-quarters of each of the districts in his charge. The district 

Deputy-Commissioner with Magistrate of Sylhet is styled a Deputy-Com- 
Bpecial powers: missioner ; but, as the district is an ordinary 
reculation district, he exercises the powers of a district magistrate only. 
In all the other districts of the Province the Deputy-Commissioners 
have been vested with the special powers described in Section 36 of the 
Criminal Procedure Code (Act X. of 1872), which they exercise in 
addition to their ordinary powers as district magistrates. The question 
as to whether the Deputy-Commissioner of Sylhet should not also be 
invested with these special powers is under the consideration of the 


Chief Commissioner. 
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96. At the end of the year under review there were in all 70 
magistrates, of whom 34 were Europeans and 
36 Natives. Of the 70 magistrates, 27 were 
magistrates of the first class, 13 were magistrates of the second class, and 
30 were magistrates of tlie third class. Of the 54 magistrates in the 
Brabmaputra Valley districts 33 were stipendiary and 21 honorary 
magistrates. In Cachar and Sylhet, the two districts of the Surma 
Valley, there are no honorary magistrates. 


97. The total number of offences reported and of persons convicted 
during the past two years was as follows :— 


Magistrates classified. 


1876. 1877. 
Offences reported .........cccseseececccesscccocseeees 16,124 14,603 
Persons CONVICCET ......ccccscscccnscscsccees senseeces 11,063 10,897 


Crime, on the whole, then, may be said to have decreased during 
the past year. Judging from the number of convictions, however, 
it increased greatly in Darrang and Lakhimpur, and to a less extent in 
Kamrup, Nowgong, and Sibsagar. The chief decrease was in Sylhet 
and Cachar. In iunmbae the increase in convictions occurred not- 
withstanding a large decrease shown in the number of offences reported. 


98. During the past year but one case from Assam, in which but 
Original Jurisdiction, High ON person was involved, was tried by the 
Coart. High Court in the exercise of its ordinary 
criminal jurisdiction: A European British subject, charged with having 
killed a coolie, was committed for trial before the Sessions Judge of the 
Assam Valley Districts by the Deputy-Commissioner of Lakhimpur, on 
charges under Sections 304 A and 323. Indian Penal Code. On a refer- 
ence by the Judge to the High Court, this commitment was quashed, and 
the accused was tried by the High Court on a charge of culpable homicide, 
&e. The jury convicted him of having caused hurt, and he was 
sentenced to rigorous imprisonment for six months. 


99. The number of persons brought before the courts of session 

Geile of easton: for trial during the past year (including 23 

Persons ander trial. persons who were awaiting trial at the close of 
1876) was 196, of whom two were discharged without trial, three died 
or escaped, and 12 awaited trial at the end of the year. Of the balance 
of 179 persons whose cases were disposed of 
on trial, 71 were acquitted, and 108, or 60 per 
cent., convicted. In 1876, of 135 persons whose cases were disposed of 
on trial, 75, or 48 per cent., were convicted. 

Shown separately for each Judgeship, the percentage of convic- 
tions during the past two years was as follows :-- 


Resnlt of trials. 


1876. 1877. 
Asanin Valley: sncsccstavicssuctsescanceswvcassecnecusasvaebes 40 72 
Sylhet. dnd Cachar snicie sscsessr vise ccsocwssccssceeeseasses 51 57 


While the result of trial was improved in both courts of session, 
it is most satisfactory in the Assam Valley districts. 


100. ‘The number of witnesses who attended the sessions courts 
was 827 in the past, compared with 843 in the 
previous year. In the Assam Valley districts 
separately, the number was 167, against 81. 


Namber of witnesses examined. 
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101. Inthe Assam Valley, 28 cases in all were tried by jury in 
the past year, in one of which only the Judge 
did not approve of the verdict given. 


102. In Sylhet and Cachar, the 48 cases disposed of were tried 
with the aid of assessors, from whose opinion 
the Judge differed in six cases only. 

103. The sentences imposed during the past 


year by the courts of session were as follows :— 
9 


Trial by jury. 


Trial by Assessors. 


Punishments. 


Capital. punisnimnent g2s coved sap nawauz tai cesdesiee se teesiccuecesuseceatus 

Transportation: 104 life: 2.0 csswavtsesesa ene seceessswaseceseedexeess sooee 20 
Ditto GIUCO: - A LCHM: escsseoie es cuscue sc vesedauecaysisiacwiesceces 13 

RiSorous MAPTISONINENl: 05. seicccucnesincsewieanssteaveesdesceuseseuecese 66 
Ditto — ditto in addition to fine..........ccsscssccscseres 15 


104. The number of cases disposed of by the Deputy-Commissioner 

Depnty-Commissioners exerci. Of Cachar in 1877 by virtue of the powers vested 

ing special powers under Section In him under Section 36, Criminal Procedure 
86, Criminal Procedure Code. . 

Code, was six. In two cases the sentences 
passed did not exceed two years. In three out of the four cases remaining, 
the Sessions Judge confirmed the orders of the Deputy-Commissioner. 
In the Assam Valley districts the number of cases similarly disposed of 
by the Deputy-Commissioners under this section of the Code was 29. In 
two out of three cases referred to the Sessions Judge, the orders of the 
Deputy-Commissioners were upheld. They were reversed in one case. 
The Judge of these districts remarks that many of the cases which were 
committed to the sessions might well have been disposed of by the district 
magistrates under their special powers. The matter is one in respect 
to which orders have already been passed by the Chief Commissioner, 
requiring district magistrates to use these special powers more freely. 


105. The total number of persons under trial in the courts of 
magistrates was 17,735 in the past, compared 
with 17,138 in the previous year. There was 
an increase of business in all the Valley districts except Godlpara, and 
a considerable decrease in Sylhet and Cachar. The total number of 
persons whose cases were disposed of in 1877 was 17,347, against 16,738 
in the year preceding. The courts thus kept pace with the increase 
in the business coming before them. 

The number of persons awaiting trial at the close of the year 
was 366, 11 less than at its commencement ; of the whole number, 6 
only had been under trial more than three months, and 39 more than 
one month. 

106. The share taken by the courts of the several grades in trying 
eases during the past two years is exhibited in the following statement, 
which shows the number of persons whose cases were disposed of, 
excluding those committed to the sessions, and those who died, escaped, 
or were transferred :-- 


Magistrates’ courts. 


Valley districts, Sylhet and Cachar. 

1876, 1877. 1876. 1877. 

District magistrates ......... 909 945 721 739 
Subordinate paid magis- 

LPALES: 6 ordes se ciiceteseacedeusdes 5,820 6,658 8,572 7,093 


Honoraly magistrates......... 791 1,340 = aeenee wwe 
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The following percentage of convictions for the past two years 
will show the result of the above trials :— 


1876, 1877. 
District magistrates ........scscesccecsccsssccecescecees 67 79 
Subordinate paid magistrates  ............cesseeccenes 67 62 
Honorary magistrates  .........sccccccesecesesecreceece 55 46 


From the above, it will be seen that, except in the case of 
district magistrates, the results of trial were less favourable in the past 
than in the previous year. As regards the courts of district magistrates, 

-it 1s to be observed that in Nowgong there were no acquittals, and that 
in Darrang 92 per cent. of the persons tried were convicted. The 
Deputy-Commissioners of these two districts have been requested to 
explain the nature of the cases tried by them. 

In Nowgong and Lakhimpur the results of trials in the courts 
of the subordinate paid magistrates were most favourable, the ratio of 
convictions being 71 per cent. and 70 per cent., respectively. The 
results of trial were least favourable in Godlpara, where the ratio was 
54 per cent. only. 

In the courts of honorary magistrates the results of trials 
during the past year were far from good. They were worst in 
Sibségar and Darrang, where 18 and 22 per cent. only of the persons 
whose cases were disposed of were convicted, and they were best in 

Goalpara, where the ratio was 76 per cent. 


107. The total number of witnesses examined in the criminal 
courts of the Province during the past year 

Mumber of witnesses examined. was 34,940. Of these, 30,222 were examined 
on the first duy of attendance, 3,043 on the second, 895 on the third, 
780 later than the third day. These results may be regarded as not 
unsatisfactory. It is singular, however, that all but seven witnesses in 
Cachar should have been examined on the first day of attendance ; while 


in the neighbouring district of Sylhet no less than 754 witnesses were 
detained more than. three days. 


108. Thenumber of persons sentenced by magistrates to imprison- 


ee ment, fine, and flogging, respectively, or to more 

ees than one of the punishments, was as follows :— 
IMprisOnMEent .........ccccccccceseccceveccccarecceccs subacdusssseseaes 3,699 
PYNC: oie swsde cccgasssadcdetecesevicsseccanee Ds bua eetieseteswesieecssece 6,196 
WDIDPING Siiuds sevevvcecestegi cennaraeeseiacesousensoncsutsesesessaes 189 


The imprisonment ordered in the past year was solitary in the 
case of two persons, rigorous in the case of 3,620 persons, and simple 
in the case of 77 persons. 913 persons were fined and 23 flogged in 
addition to other punishment. The imprisonment ordered did not 
exceed six months in the case of 3,235 persons, and exceeded two years 
in the case of 35 persons only. 

The fines imposed during the year aggregated Rs. 79,972, 
against Rs. 84,834 in the previous year. The amount realized was 
Rs. 67,317 in 1877, as compared with Bs. 71,418 in the year immediately 
preceding. There was, thus, an apparent decrease in realizations during 
the past year, but the percentage of realizations was a little higher in 
1877 than in 1876, being 84:2 against 841 respectively. 


G 
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Of the fines realized, Rs. 8,545 were awarded as compensation 
in the past year, against Rs. 7,299 in the previous year. This increase 
was due mainly to the action of the magisterial authorities in the 
districts of Lakhimpur and Kamrup. In the former the amount 
awarded as compensation in 1877 was more than double that in 1876, 
and in the latter it was nearly double. 


109. The number of appeals fromthe decisions of the courts of 
session instituted, disposed of, and pending 
c Appellate Jurisdiction, High in the High Court during the past two years 
art. ° 1: 
is exhibited below — 


1876. 1877. 
ANBLICOLED: seics ab siessetecss taugweceucasa sec eesemecentvess «62 34 
DISPOSEC OL si peesocascisssssyevuevesaewacsatascoucscawensceses 50 38 
PONGING. cecedincsccssecsecses cesecesarsecucudeccouessaesensees 7 Q 5 


The falling off in the number of appeals in 1877 is remarkable, 
seeing that, as above stated, the number of persons convicied by the 
Sessions Judges in that year was 108, as compared with 75 in 1876. 

The results of the appeal cases disposed of are shown below:— 


1876, 1877. 
ASREMOG Sc cccerenieubvessdewsatcdescesauucsetabiwaccececcuriess ers 3) 27 
TRE VOVBOG ino suo aw a oes Sanaa ewes eaGew sadves cdnaeneeeeks  —  §8 8 
VARIO 5 iy see hcdctew cata vndcakecdscdawacatoueseuxeeenaeess 7 3 


The percentage of decisions reversed or modified was: thus 
29 per cent. in 1877, against 30 per cent. in 1876. 


110. Inthe following comparative statement the number of appeals 
Aapelinta: Coutts ‘xabordinate preferred, disposed of, and pending in the 


to the High Court courts of session and in the courts of the district 
magistrates during the past two years are shown together :— 
1876. 1877. 
PEOTOITOG waccscecdewsnccdec das cuesxcccvaccecccsnddaccdeusesieee 504 493 
Dis posed. Of isssscsncccscceviacsvensacsececcessssicctbssseeescnes 494 476 
PODGIIR~ ncccucserscsalseceecstescRiiedsesantossasesanuseesuses 16 35 


In the past year there was a considerable increase in the 
number of appeals preferred to the district magistrate, and a consider 
able decrease in those preferred to the Sessions Judge. Taking these 
courts together, the number of ‘appeals in 1877 was less by 11 only 
than that in the preceding year. 

The Judge of the Assam Valley Districts accounts fora falling 
off in the number of appeals coming to him from Kamrtip by the fact that 
a better class of pleaders now practise in hix court, who dc not take up 
cases unless there be some substantial ground for appeal. a, 

The number of appeals to the district magistrate in that district 
has largely increased, and this the Judge attributes to the number of 
honorary magistrates appointed during the vear. 

Of the appeals disposed of in 1877, 217. were decided by 
Sessions Judges and 259 by district magistrates, the corresponding 
figures for 1876 being 312 and 182, respectively. In all, the sentence 
or orders appealed from were affirmed in 312 cases. 
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111. The number of cases of ethawr eee er ee and 
aseciceeuaes Revision, PeDdiug in the High Court during the past two 
Highoour years is shown below:— 
oR ae of Pending. 


1877 .cccccecccsecerccccervevarscccscccsoscscesces 30 80 2 


Of the 30 cases disposed of during the year, the orders of 
the lower courts were affirmed in 13 and reversed in 17. 


SECTION 5.—PRISONS. 


112. The total number of prisoners ofall classes confined in the 
jails and lock-ups in this Province during the 


Number of prisoners. calendar year 1877 was 9,012, against 8,832 


in 1876. 

The daily average number of convicts in jail was 1,273°38 
against 1,383°26. 

It will be seen that, while the entire prison population during 
1877 exceeded that of 1876 by 180, the daily average number of 
perones confined in the jails and lock-ups considerably decreased. 

is is attributable to the release, on the lst January, 1877, of 227 
prisoners in commemoration of the assumption of the title of “ Empress 
of India,” by Her Most Gracious Majesty the Queen. 

Taking thefigures for the past four years, the prison population 
of the Province continues to increase, as noticed in para. 114 of last 
year’s Report':— 


51, RE ne ee ee ee ee 8.06 
UBUD scscssecosceesceoscecctses ek lsdseel sa eaveshuacsvestins 8, 

NOUG Seco cece car eee es creer ens eee 8.832 
TOUT eects tea ee ioe tah csicten.ads 9'012 


This increase was only to be expected, owing to the operation of the 
causes mentioned in the para. of last year’s report above referred to, 
viz., the opening of more courts, and the mcrease in the immigrant 
population, and also to the rise in the es of articles of food. Some of 
the increase may, also, perhaps be due to increased efficiency of the 
* police force. : 
The number of civil prisoners in confinement during the year was 
only 124, against 153 in the previous year. _ 
The number of uhder-trial prisoners was 3,032, against 3,026 in 1876. 
Out of the entire population of the jails, the large number of 


% 1,181* were foreigners (tea coolies and other's). 
" 316 others, The offences for which the tea coolies were 
1,181 convicted were chiefly desertion under Act VII. 


of 1873 and offences against the person. 
These figures show prominently how large must be the foreign element 
in the general ee when the proportion of foreigners amon 
the prisoners in jail amounted to nearly 12 per cent., of which nearly 
9 per cent. were imported labourers on tea-gardens. 
The total female population of the jails and lock-ups was 249, 
againat 258 in the preceding year. 
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Only 24 juvenile prisoners under 16 years of age were confined 
during the year. There is no need at present for a reformatory for 
juvenile offenders in this Province, and it will be some time before the 
want of such an institution is felt. 


113. The percentage of prisoners sentenced to rigorous imprison- 

“ment was 97°94, as compared with 95-76 in the 

ee preceding year. The Chief Commissioner is 

glad to see this increase, as he totally disbelieves in the efficacy of 

simple imprisonment as a deterrent, and he can conceive nothing more 

conducive to moral deterioration than jail life without useful occupation. 

The majority of the sentences of the prisoners did not exceed a period 
of six months. 

The number of prisoners who had been previously convicted 
received into the jails during the year was by no means tnepe: being 
297, against 344 in the previous year. 

Only 17 prisoners were committed to jail during the year on 
nccount of bad livelihood; 48 remained in jail on this account from 
the preceding year. Very little resort is had in this Province to the 
precautionary provisions of the law regarding bad characters, a result 
which, in default of evidence to the contrary, may be taken to indicate 
that the enforcement of these provisions is seldom necessary in Assam. 
The immunity which the Province most fortunately, and to a very 
large extent, enjoys from the presence of habitually criminal classes 


and tribes no doubt has a very considerable influence on the frequency 
of the application of this law. 


114. Eight prisoners escaped from the jails and five from the 
lock-ups during the year, and, considering the 

| =e insecure nature of many of the jail buildings, 
and how much extramural labour is resorted to in the Assam jails, 
this number may be considered as very small. Nearly all those who 
escaped were re-captured. The total number, however, of escaped 
convicts now at large is still great, and the Chief Commissioner has 
issued special instructions to District Officers, with a view to effect 


the re-capture of these men, whom doubtless a lengthened freedom, 
has rendered less alert than formerly. 


115. The number of offences against prison discipline in 1877 
was 727, as compared with 613 in 1876, The 
Jail offences and punishments. nomber of punishments in 1877 was 731, 
against 616 in the previous year. These figures show a slight increase 
in the number of offences against prison discipline, as compared with 
the previons year, owing partially, no doubt, to the increase in the 
jail population. Part of the increase may, however, be fairly ascribed 
to increased vigilance on the part of the prison officials, and in so far 
is satisfactory. The ratio of punishments to prisoners, 59°57, is by 2° 
means abnormally high. The number of prisoners to whom corporal 
punishment was awarded was largely in excess of the corresponding 
number during the previous year. The Chief Commissionor is not 
entirely opposed to the infliction of corporal punisument tor b 
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of jail discipline, but he would like to see this kind of punishment 
kept in reserve for habitual offenders, and resorted to as little as 

ible in ordinary cases. He hopes that, with the improvement in 
Vel accommodation, it will be found possible to have recourse more 
argely to other punishments. The question of the allotment of tasks 
is a most important one, and the Inspector-General has been requested 
to give the subject his attention. It is very desirable that the quantity 
of labour exacted should vary as little as possible jail by jail. 


116. Increased attention was paid during the year to the develop- 
oak ment of the mark system in the different jails in 
ii the Province, with, on the whole, ver ey 
results. The system was especially well worked in the Gauhati Jail. 
The full development of the system must naturally be a work of time, and 


it will work well in proportion as the prisoners learn to understand its 
benefits. 


117. The rules regarding classification have been carried out as 
far us practicable in the different jails. Civil 
and under-trial prisoners have bea com- 
pletely isolated from the other prisoners. The number of juvenile 
offenders, as already observed, is so small, that, except in the Gauhati 
Jail, no separate wards were provided. Proper accommodation is provided 
for female prisoners. 


Classification. 


118. The average number of prisoners employed as convict warders 
during the year was 24°87, or 1:93 per cent. of 
aoe the daily average jail population. The corres- 
ponding numbers for the previous year are 29°63 and 2°15. The decrease 
is due to the extraordinary releases which took place on the 1st January, 
1877. The Inspector-General testifies to the usefulness of these convict 
warders, and the Chief Commissioner thinks that convicts might with 
advantage be more largely employed as prison officers than they are. 
The prospect of attaining the position of convict warder induces to 
discipline and good behaviour, and the knowledge of the consequences 
of losing that position results, as a rule, in a careful discharge of duty. 


119. The total sum expended on jail and lock-up buildings during 
the year was Rs. 47,545, of which Rs. 44,959 
were expended by the Department of Public 
Works and Rs. 2,586 by the Jail Department. Many of the jails are 
simply mat huts, and are very insecure. During the year, the Goalpdéra 
Jail was reduced to the status of a lock-up, and fifty prisoners were 
transferred from the Nowgong to the Gauhati Jail. The Chief Com- 
missioner proposes to carry the abolition of the smaller jails still further. 
He. thinks that, as far as possible, prisoners should be massed in large 
jails instead of being distributed throughout a number of small jails, 
and steps are being taken to carry this view into effect. " 


120. The total amount expended during the year under review in 
the jails of this Province under the heads of 
‘“‘ Rations,” “Fixed establishment,” ‘ Police- 
guard,” ‘ Hospital charges,” “Clothing,” and ‘ Contingencies,” 


Expenditure on jail buildings. 


General expenditure. 
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amounted to Rs. 1,07,316, against Rs. 1,12,391 during 1876. The cost 
of rations (the most important item) came to Rts, 32-10-5 per head of 
average strength, as compared with Rs. 34-1-6 in the previous year. 
This result is owing to the introduction of the system of storing paddy 
for prison consumption. In consequence of the dearness of provisions 
in Assam, the cost of rations will be always high. The Chief Commis- 
sioner, however, hopes that the cost under this head will be still farther 
redyced during the present year. The total cost (under all headings) 
per head of average strength amounted during the year to Rs. 78-0-11, 
against Rs. 75-8-8 in 1876, but this increase is accounted for by the 
decrease in the average number of prisoners in confinement during the 
year. 


The net cost of each prisoner to the State during the year under 
report was Rs. 110, against Rs. 96 in each of the two previous years. 
This increased cost is entirely due to the comparatively large amount 
expended on jail buildings through the agency of the Public Works 
Department, and to the increased cost of the head-quarters office. The 
first. cause is only of a temporary nature. Nearly all the other heads 
‘show a decrease. 


121. The receipts on account of manufactures in the different jails 
during the year amounted to Rs. 43,037, and 
Se the charges to Rs. 29,596. The profit was 
Rs. 13,441, or Rs. 11-12-6 per head of effective prisoners. In the above 
calculation, however, no credit has been taken by the Jail Department 
for the work of the prisoners furnished to the Public Works Department. 
None of the outstanding debts’in any of the jails were particularly large. 
Towards the close of the year, the Chief Commissioner ordered that 
credit should be given to the Jail Department for the prison labour 
employed on station or road work. It is expected that the result of this 
ruling will be a decided improvement in the jail receipts next year. 


122, The vital statistics show an improvement in the health of the 
ees prisoners, as compared with the preceding year, 
the percentage of sick on average strength being 
3°88, against 4°25 in 1876, and the percentage of deaths on average 
strength being 5:54, against 5°x5 in the previous vear. J)vsentery an 
diarrhoea claimed the largest number of victims. There was, as usual, 8 
Jarge number of cases of intermittent fever, but only three cases prov 
fatal. The sanitary arrangements of the jails appear to be good, a0 
the important question of a good water-supply receives attention 
Opiuin-eaters are a class of prisoners who are to a certain extent 4 
difficulty in the way of jail administration in Assam. To permit them 
unrestrictéd access to their accustomed dose would be subversive of 
discipline; while absolutely and at once to stop their supply of the drug 
would be dangerous to their health. No hard-and-fast rale on the 
subject can, however, be laid down, and the medical authorities must 
necessarily treat each case of the kind by itself. 
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SECTION 6.—CIVIL JUSTICE. 


123. The total number of suits instituted in the civil courts of the 
sie Province in 1877 was 21,282, geet 19,429 in 
Original cases instituted, diss the previous year. In Sylhet there was an in- 
Sere os of 2,116 suits; on the other hand, there 
was a decrease of 139 suits in the Valley Districts, and of 124 in Cachar. 
In Sylhet, there was a slight decrease in “other suits,” and the increase 
noted occurred chiefly in small cause court cases. In Cachar the 
decrease in cases of this class is attributed to the high price of necessa- 
ries and to abnormal causes having operated in 1876. In the Assam Valley 
districts the decrease, which was most marked in Lakhimpur, Kamrup, 
and Goalpara, is attributed to the introduction of the New Code of Civil 
Procedure, to the failure of the crops in North Lakhimpur, and to 
the absence of a sufficient staff of officers with munsif’s powers at that 
place and at Golaghat. 

Excluding suits in the revenue courts, the total number of cases 
disposed of during the past year was 20,889, against 19,845 in the prece- 
ding year. In Sylhet the services of an extra munsif were employed 
for somewhat more than a month. Notwithstanding an increase in the 
number of disposals, this still fell somewhat short of the number of cases 
instituted. In Cachar a similar result is observed, though the number 
of institutions had decreased. The Judge explains that work in his 
district has been prejudiced by the frequent change of judicial officers, 
and by the sudder and sub-divisional stations being left for a time 
without a munsif. 

The total number of cases pending at the close of the year 
was 2,840, as compared with 2,265 at the close of 1876. In Cachar 
the percentage of increase is very high, and is attributed to the causes 
mentioned above. 


124. There were at the end of 1877 14 suits and 6 appeals which 

Salts Aud sappeslas “pewdlng had been pending more than 12 months. Of 

more than one year. these, 4 appeals were in Sylhet and the rest of 
the cases in the Valley districts. 


125. The amount in litigation in the civil courts of the Province 

: was Rs. 16,77,750, against Rs. 15,27,210 in 

ineeitated tp 1878 and 1877. oo 1873, the number of suits instituted being less 

by 429 in the former than in the latter year. 

Comparing the figures with those for 1876, when the number of suits 

instituted was 19,429, and their value Rs. 35,05,382, the decrease is very 

marked ; as there was an increase of over half a lakh of rupees in Cachar 

and Sylhet taken together, the decrease has clearly occurred altogether 

in the returns of the Assam Valley districts, and principally in the district 

of Goalpara, where in 1876 certain zemindars instituted suits against the 
Government to the aggregate value of 20 lakhs of rupees. 
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Ginseidvatien: sa aia: 126. The number of cases of the several 
classes instituted during the past three years was 
as follows:— 

1875. 1878187. 
Small cause court class ...........cccssceees 15,419 15,345 16,748 
Rent suite ...cccscsccsssssssescsoceooreccccccccny 1351 937 1.415 
Other COSES  ....cseccsscccccurcceee sesvcesecces 3,941 3,147 3,119 
Total .ccsese-ae 20,811 19,429 21,282 











In Sylhet no less than 1,335 rent suits were filed in the past, 
against 892 only in the previous year. There was at the same time an 
increase of 1,726 in the number of small cause court class cases in this 
district. In the absence of a small cause court, the Subordinate Judge 
is vested with small cause court powers for the trial of petty -cases, but 
only 442 such cases were instituted before him. In the Valley districts 
there wasa slight decrease in small cause court class cases and also in 
other cases. 

The number of suits of the small cause court class filed in each 
district during the past two years was as follows :— 


1876. 1877. 

SV INCU. caecovl in issenescwasis ieee socsaceneedeeeetecanecemnetes: "6,833 8559 
MIO YAIGUKICtS: ccc edcacsccscnctcssisasgneioeseeadecseetinee: 6,965 6,743 
CACHOE o cnusrseducevserec vas caecenissteucesseeansecessceuvkouses 1,547 1,446 

The number of other cases was as follows:— 

1876. «1877. 

DY ete eveecaecsacececesesvendcelecsercoceeh setenoemerdeovcecsee 2,031 1,958 
BllCYAiStPiCls® sca cevcsevcassatesiceuavsvateaveveecacencaics 671 754 
WCGCHAP. “iccsasticnsise2c sd wuewsccswuerceeeescelecbseccccdeselucs 445 407 


In the Valley districts rent suits are tried by the revenue courts 
under Act X. of 1859, and are not therefore included in the returns. 

The following were the chief classes of rent suits instituted in the 
Province during the last two years :— 


Civil Courts. Revenue Courts, 

Description of suits. a A 
1876. 1877. 1876. 1877. 

Arrears Of rent ........cssessscsececses 890 1305 269 241 
For pottahe or kabuliyats ......... 3 7 38 72 
For ejectment  ..........sescesereseees 18 76 14 3 
Other suits under the Rent Law... 15 27 29 43 
Total ieee: 926 1,415 350 359 





The most noticeable features in the returns are the total absence 
of suits for enhancement of rent in the Province during the past year, and 
the large increase of suits for arrears of rent and for ejectment in Sylhet. 
Of 3,119 “ other suits” filed in 1877, 2,579 were suits for im- 
moveable property and 184 for declaration of right to the same. The total 
number of suits for the enforcement of matrimonial rights was 208, a8 
compared with 343 in the whole of the Lower Provinces of Bengal. In 
the Valley districts alone there were 143 suits of this description, com- 
ared with 102 in 1876 and 156 in 1875. With respect to them, the 
District Judge reports that in almost every case the evidence is of a meagre 
and unsatisfactory character. It is hardly possible to do justice between 
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the parties under the circumstances, and the Judge’s suggestion that a law 
should be passed, rendering the registration of marriage among the 
Assamese compulsory, or at least optional, is worthy of consideration. 

127. The manner in which suits were dis- 


Suits dispos 
re posed of during the past four years was as 


follows :— 
Withdrawn, Decided 
Year. os sebcoeriy ee ' Contested. Total. 
1S 18 eee cetceccs 7,485 6,371 6,404 19,260 
LB 1D ea veseoeetssuctic 7,816 5,645 7,850 21,311 
18 16ieene ei 7,756 5,786 6,651 20,193 
1ST7 scccereoessate: 7,984 6,918 5,987 20,889 


From the above, it appears that in the past year the proportion 
of contested cases was 28°6 per cent., as compared with 32:4 per cent. in 
the previous year, while in Sylhet and Cachar the ratio was only 23 per 
cent., or legs than the average in Bengal; in the Valley districts it was as 
high as 37°6 per cent. The difference in the results in Goalpara as com- 
pared with those in Nowgong and Sibsagar, as shown in the margin, is 

Proportion of contested cases, Very marked. e fact that in Goalpara the 
ree ee and the pleaders are more intelligent: and 
Bibssgar ...... 40» » tter educated than in the districts further up 
the Valley of the Brahmaputra may, as has been suggested by the Judge, 
in some measure account for this feature in the returns. The character 
given to the vakeels as a body at Nowgong is far from favourable, and it 
may be that cases which ought not to ‘have come into court at all are 
taken up by them, and.that suitors are induced to resist just claims. The 
High Court has taken action, at the instance of the District Judge, with a 
view to inducing a better class of men to practice at the bar in Assam. 


128. The result of trials for the past two 


Details as to suita decided. ° 
years is shown below :— 
1876. 1877. 
Judgment for plaintiff ...............066 11,571 12,105 
Judgment for defendant .........sessee 6,410 6,823 
Compromise ...........csscsseccsscesceces 1,864 1,961 


The percentage of cases won by plaintiffs or compromised during 
ear under review was 57°95 and 9°4 per cent., respectively, somewhat 
ess than in Bengal. The percentage of cases won by the defendant 
was correspondingly greater, being 32°65 per cent., against 23°8 per cent. 
in the Lower Provinces. It may be that, with an inferior bar in Assam, 
cases are brought before the courts which in Bengal would not be insti- 
tuted. Want of skill also probably affects the case of a plaintiff more 
seriously than it does the defence. 


129. 180 applications under Section 119, Act VIII. of 1859: were 

Applications under Section 19, isposed of during the year under report. 76 such 

Act VILL of 1849. applications were granted ; the corresponding 
figures for 1876 being 86 applications granted out of 168 presented. 

130. Of the 20,889 suits disposed of in Assam during the past year, 

11 only exceeded Rs. 5,000 in value, as compared 

with 18 in the previous year. 17,847 suits, or 


$o°4 per cent. of the whole, were of less than Rs. 100 in value. Of 
H 


Value of suits disposed of. 


50 ASSAM ADMINISTRATION REPORT. 


338 cases decided in the revenue courts of the Valley districts, 6 only 
exceeded Rs. 100 in value, while of the rest 253 were petty suits 
involving a value of less than Rs. 20. 


131. The following figures show the action taken in execution of 


Dates caeaie: decrees in the Province during the past three 


years: — 
Year. Completely. Partially. sear iar ane 
TRIS. cxeelovedes svetsunecuse 2.963 7,351 3,01,995 
NS I0-. chticuesntincedecnWersse 2.981 8,149 2.55,459 
TOTO sectasces eadudeseber ‘s 2,693 4,207 2,986,883 


Of the 7,277 decrees shown as partially executed, 5,478 were 
cases In which the judgment creditor did not proceed, and in 1,799 
cases Only were partial realizations made. Including cases completely 
executed, the average amount realized was only Rs. 47-1, a figure 
much below that resulting in Bengal (Rs. 111-3). G@onsiderine 
the increase in the number of suits disposed of during the yaar, an in- 
erease In the number of applications for execution seemed probable. This 
followed in Sylhet and Cachar, but in the Valley districts there was 
a marked decrease in the number of decrees exccuted. The amount 
realized there, however, as well as in the other districts, increased 
considerably. 

The total number of decrees satisfied without execution in 1877 

Ty crcasatistied without exeen. 8S 479, compared with 977 in 1876. The 
ton. amount thus realized was Rs. 26,775 in the past, 
as compared with Rs, 26,416 in the previous year. 


132. The following table shows the number and nature of 
cee eee coercive processes issued in execution ot 
decree during the past three years in all the 
courts in Assam :— 


Impricon- Moveable property. Immoveable property. Orders under 
Year. ment of — Section 243, 





person. Attached. Bold. “Attached. Sold CG. B.C. 
187s ucicaaneateinesens 115 1,3 ~=380 «1,896 ~—-105 2 
PAT G icc eect Aowcecaeals 176 1,076 415 2.395 861 1 
LSU sacccacecnees: Ganewes 134 1,047 440 2,828 1,020 1 


The number of persons imprisoned has decreased and the number 
of cases in which moveable property was sold has increased. The 
number of decrees executed by possession being given has increased 
slightly, the figures being 965 cascs in 1877, against 926 in 1876. 


133. The number of original misccllaneous cases of a judicial nature 
instituted, disposed of, and pending in the 
regular courts in Assam during the past 
two years were as fullows:— 


Original miscellaneous cases. 


Year. Instituted. Disposed of, Pending. 
W876 eee. suteessudeshertee? .. 2,020 2,006 293. *¢ 
NSTG  tssdies eiciaeees vusauedcauenskers 1,930 1,893 298 


During the year under report cases of this class in the Province 
have decreased. ‘This is due entirely to a falling off in the business 
of the courts in the Valley districts, there having been an increase 


CIVIL JUSTICE. 51 


in Sylhet and Cachar, The disposals have not quite kept pace with 
the institutions, but the increase in the pending files is not material. 


134. The number of cases disposed of, their distribution among 
courts of the several grades in the Province, and the average duration of 
cases during the past year were as follows :— 


Namber of cases, Average duration. 
Courta. ACS SOF ooo —— an, 
Contested. Uncontested. Contested. Uncontested. 
uy. 6D. M. Dz. 
JUdLCS ....c0 cece eecees ene 7 17 2. 723 1 20 
Subordinate Judges... 233 432 2 16 1 1 
Munsifs .......... ee ee ee 5,747 =14,453 2 8 1 8 


From the above statement it appears that the cases before the 
Judges and Subordinate Judges were very rapidly disposed of. The 
duration of suits in the mansifs’ courts was not unduly long. It must be 
remembered, however, that in Assam there are no separate small cause 


courts to attract away petty cases of the class which is most easily 
disposed of. 


135. The Subordinate Judge of Sylhet is the only officer vested 
with small cause court powers. By virtue of 


them, he disposed of 455 cases, 120 of which 
were contested. 


Small cause courts. 


ken Scciteeas, 136. The business disposed of by the High 

Business from Assam disposed Court is not very great, as shown by the 

ee oe Bear following figures, indicating the number of 
appeals of each class filed during each of the past two years:— 


1876. 1877. 
Regular appeals — ..sccece ccssseenececcesvetevsceeserees 8 7 
Special appeals  .........-secccceccsceecrvcsesensvsceeeres 119 121 
Miscellaneour appeals  ........-ssseseseneeseeseceeceves 10 6 


During the year under report the decision of the lower court 
was reversed or varied in 3 regular, 26 special, and 2 miscellaneous 
appeals, the whole number of each class decided on trial being 9 regular, 
145 special, and 4 miscellaneous appeals. 


137. The number of appeals instituted, disposed of, and pending in 
Other appeliate courts in the the Province during the past three vears, ex- 


vince. cluding the revenue courts, was as follows:— 
1875. 1876, 1877, 
Tnstituted ccewccaivestcsescecvses 1,743 1.512 1,206 
Disposed of  .......cccccceecseees 1,461 1,617 1,327 
Pending ciscicevi see osaceesosocene: 525 431 334 


The above figures indicate a large decrease in the business of the 
appellate courts inthe Province. This decrease extended to Sylhet and 
Cachar, as wellas to the Valley districts, but was most marked in the latter. 
The Judge remarks that in the Valley districts the cases are usually of a 
simple nature, and the grounds taken on appeal not sustainable. He finds 
it necessary to check frivolous applications to his court by refusing to in- 
terfere with the jadgments of the lower courts, except on very good grounds. 
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As regards the courts of the Deputy-Commissioners, there was an increase 
in the number of appeals in Kammip, Sibsagar, and Lakhimpur, and a 
decrease ia the remaining districts. The decrease in Cachar mav, as 
sugested by the Deputv-Commissioner, be due to a decrease in the 
number of orisinal cases disposed of. A similar explanation may apply 
to Svlhet, w. .¢ there was a decrease in the number of original suits tried 
on their merits. 

The appellate courts having fewer cases to deal with, the pending 
files have been considerably reduced. In Sylhet there were four appeals 
of over one vear's standing pending at the close of the year. These were 
cases remanded from the High Court, and were not ripe for decision 
before the new year commenced. 

The ratio of appeals to original cases decided on the merits was 
20°14 per cent. in the past, as compared with 23°12 per cent. in the pre- 
vious year. In Sylhet, the ratio was 22°14 per cent., and in Cachar only 
14:07 per cent. The great distance of the Judge’s court from some 
of the Valley districts may be an obstacle to presenting appeals in 
many cases. In Cachar, however, where they are the least frequent, 
the Deputy-Commissioner is the District Judge. 


138. The manner in which appeals decided on a hearing were 
disposed of is shown in the following table :— 


Number. Percentage. 
How disposed of. —“N OC CN 
1876. 1877. 1876. 1877. 
Confirmed cccccseccccecscorsres 1,137 903 714 69-78 
Modified — ....ccc.c cece cose ees 126 100 79 73 
Reversed — ..cccccccccccccsccncs 276 255 17:3 19-7 
Remanded ..........cccceeeones 55 36 3°4 2°79 


The proportion of cases in which the decision of the lower court 
was reversed has increased. In the Valley districts the ratio was 24-22 
per cent., while in Sylhet it was 15:5 per cent. It is satisfactory to 
observe that but few cases have been remanded on appeal. In Sylhet, 
1°G per cent. only were so dealt with. 


139. The following table shows the number and value of the appeals 

Appeals disposed of, classed, ana Of the several classes disposed of during the past 

valued. year in the court’ of the District and Subordi- 
nate Judges :— 

















Small Cs R aot 
Court Class, uit, class’, | ©“ 
Re. 
Not exceeding Rs, 10... 60 46 91 197 1.210 
Ditto , «BO. 293 88 «2005s«i3G «15.122 
Ditto "100... 165 8 103 276 20.285 
Ditto » oO... 140 7 116 263 58,220 
Ditto », 1,000... 19 hs 13 32 22,744 - 
Ditto 5,000... 7 im 11 18 36,790 
Total | Paine ae 684 99 539 =s-«1,322..... 
Value Rs. 79,204 2,937 72,230 ...... 1,54,371 

















The proportion of cases of small value is very large (76°3 per cent.) 
The average value of each appeal was only Rs. 116. 
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140. The manner in which the original cases decided were dis- 
General end administrative ‘tributed between the several grades of courts 





Work done. was as follows :— 
Original suits. Miscellaneous cases. 
PS a ~ 
1876. 1877. 1876, 1877. 
SUOQES cs ciotisiectantouss 16 24 554 424 
Subordinate Judges...... 756 665 533 554 
Munsifs .........cccccseccees 19,073 20,200 7,170 8,487 


141. Inthe Valley districts of Assam Proper temporary amins only 

ii eoad Rae: were employed during the year, and the receipts 

covered the expenditure. In Sylhet and Cachar, 

where the amins employed were permanent, the receipts amounted to 

Rs. 1,663 only, against Rs. 1,920, the disbursements, not including 
charge for pensions. 


142. The number of local inquiries held in the past year was 156. 
Coaaiawee The number held in the previous year was 187. 
The decrease has occurred chiefly in cases of 


small value. 
143. The following figures represent the receipts of the civil 


Cost of Civil Courta in Assam courts in this Province, and the proportion of 
nd receipts on account of court costs of establishment properly debitable to civil 


justice :— 
Year. Receipts. Expenditure. Surplus. 
Re. Ra. Rs. 
VSIG: .cvscacsskvalver etic ice wnicaeus’ > 231,963 228,304 3,659 
TRUE © sececcrsictintcecinntetecteescueee 2,33,925 2,06 837 27,088 


In the Report for 1876, it was shown that the expenditure of 
the civil courts largely exceeded the receipts. The contrary result, 
arrived at in the above table, is due to a deduction of two-thirds of the 
charges, as representing roughly the proportion of cost debitable to other 
than the Civil Department. For 1877, as explained above, a share of 
the cost only, proportionate to the time devoted to civil judicial duties, 
has been treated as acharge. In the figures for both years a share of 
the salary of the Judge of Sylhet has been treated as expenditure. 


The surplus shown for 1877 is considerably greater than that 
for 1876, but the figures for the latter year, it will observed, are 
approximate only. ‘he fact may be accepted, however, that, as a whole, 
the civil courts in Assam are self-supporting. 


144, The ratio of civil suits to population in the Province during 
the year under report was ‘5 per cent., it was 
greatest (‘9 per cent.) in Cachar, and least (-3 
per cent.) in the Valley districts. 


The New Code of Civil Procedure came into force late in tbe 
year under report. 


Ratio of snits to population. 
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SECTION 7.—REGISTRATION. 


145. The following table shows the work done by, and the financial 
position of, the Registration Department in this Province during the year 
under review, as compared with the year 1876-77 :-— 





1 | 2 | 3 | P | F 
Percentage af 
Total number 
of registrations. Receipts. | Expenditure. ene . on 
District. amf 





1876-77. | 1877-78. | 1876-77. | 1877-78. 1876-77. | 1877-78. | 1e76-77.| x77, 


———, 














Rs. A. P.| Ra A. PP. Rs. ALP) Re. A. P. 





Cachar...cccccceee 1,907 2,056 | 1,968 9 9 1,772 5 0} 1,785 5& 1,782 15 10} 907 973 
Bylhet ..ccsccccece 4,713 6,304 | 9412 0 611,056 0 4) 5,942 11 6) 685715 11} 63°71 620 
Godl para. ...scccee ¢88 2,096 888 0 0 1,963 11 0; 1,160 2 1) 1,732 6 5) 1306 882 
Kamrup ......c00. 557 535 928 15 0; 802 9 O} 1,026 14 8 1,061 1 1, 1105 1823 
Darrang .......06- 65 92 202 3 0} 272 8 9 388711 5 385010 3| 1376 1286 
NOWZOng .ccccese 291 828 631 5 6) 772 2 O| 602 8 O| 676 410) &97 875 
SAQAT ...ceceeee 652 82 865 4 0 1503 4 0 65 4 1] 1,275 15 0! 88°4 849 
impur ....6. 81 110 216 0 0 284 6 O;| #411813 6 218 3 8 527 750 
Total....ccccee 9,004 12,842 [15,202 5 9 18,426 14 1/11,684 6 7 18,900 9 0 768 754 
Office of Officer in| .... | wooo | cocccess 3 0 0| 796 4 8 1,908 3 8 .... 


Charge of Regis- 
trution Depart- 
ment. 


Grand Total.... 


enone | eee eee | eee Conse | ee Ee eee | Ge ese | eee | SY 


9,004 | 12,842 | 15,202 5 9) 18,429 14 tae 10 10) 15,808 12 5 82-9 858 


It will be seen from the above statement that in 1877-78, 12,342 
documents were registered, as compared with 9,004 documents registered 
in 1876-77, and that the receipts during the year under review exceeded 
the receipts during the preceding year by Rs. 3,224-8-4. The expendi- 
ture likewise exceeded that of 1876-77 by Rs. 2,216-2-5. 

There was a very remarkable increase in the total number of 
registrations, amounting to 37 per cent. In each district except Kamrup, 
a greater number of documents were registered than in 1876-77, which Is 
avery encouraging sign. Inthe districts of Sylhet and Goalpara, the 
increase was very marked, in fact, in the latter district the number 
of registrations was nearly trebled. In the year 1876-77, there 
were three deficit districts. In the year under review there were 
two such districts only. Omitting the charges incurred in the office of 
the Officer in Charge of the Registration Department, the percentage 
of expenditure upon receipts fell from 76°8to 75°4; but, on the whole, 
there hae been an improvement in the financial position of the department. 
Under the new table of fees recently sanctioned by the Governor- 
General in Council a still further improvement is anticipated. 


146. The following synopsis of Registration Form II. shows a very 
marked increase, more than 54 per cent., in the number of compulsory 
registrations, as compared with the year 1876-77; this increase is mainly 
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due to the numerous registrations of leases in the districts of Sylhet and 
Goalpara :-— 





Optional registrations. 
o-oo Wills and 
Year. Compulsory Affecting im- Affecting authorities to Total. 
registrations. moveable moveable adopt. 
property. property. 

1876-77 4,981 2,411 1,529 83 9,004 
1877-78 7,693 2,790 1,783 76 12,342 
Comparison ......... +2,712 +379 +254 —7 +3,333 





147. The aggregate value of property transferred by documents 
brought to the several offices for i neshaues was considerably. more 
during the year under review than in the preceding year, as will appear 


from the following statement :-— 
————eeSSHFSEeEeEeEeEeEeeEEeESEEEEEeEeEeEeEee 

















Total aggregate value. 

District. Las Increase or 

decrease. 

1876-77. | 1877-78. 

Re Re- Re- 
GOGH Al o5i5sccricicauscdesassesncasescenseonvesees 3,47,885 3,42,320 —5,563 
OV MCE sios6 hc sous cscacccseatias Sebatbeesseeaters «| 14,09,773 21,05,555 | +6,95,782 
SPAT ATA cos cuslerastes eo nsedseaeeuecsOnenentsseesne 1,07,809 1,77,092 +69,283 
PRAWNS ED ics sch iva suus ve bercsaucbueece us suateses 2,61 ,046 1,83,497 —77,549 
DAUR Ag coed sighs eo etisac sateen cwasausersetauesss 47,237 45,904 —1,333 
Nowgong dasieoeule us sensaeeteeueneesiucunceutees 2,46,819 3,92,141 | 4+1,45,322 
DIDSA GAT cochccedeasbinnweiearecesnastibe pedo auenes 3,59,029 7,27,843 | +3,68,884 
ak binipur’ sccascsascsavasvevccsnseiwsesesssens 69,949 1,50,968 +81,019 
Po talssavacaisaitesvaiutiacies 28,49,547 | 41,25,320 |412.75,773 


—_—_——_———_—————— ee eSeSSSSSSSSS 


148. The miscellaneous work of the department during the year 


1877-78, as compared with the previous year, is shown in the following 
statement :-— , 





be oe = 
Powers of | gs | es = 2 3 
; attorney x s = | 2 z 
3 authenticated. Sy oy 2 
Year. = ae, 2 2 
E Sua) 8 8 | 24 5 
= |@|a_| S28] #28 | 33 |e 
) a |e | @°- | e838 | #23 | @ ct 
[6 ih | g25 | gee | Be | as 
— 
ABT O+0 1 sdcsksvevccatecscteieeieciee | tee 193 | 278 47 76 402 4 
256 52 100 437 








UBT TAG ccs swencaea castaense cede | 2 | 180 











The receipts on account of miscellaneous 
Rs. 7,209, against Rs. 6,513 in 1876-77, 


Operations amounted to 
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149. No change was made during the year in the number of regis- 
tration offices at head-quarter stations and sub-divisions. Of the rural 
offices, that at Karimganj was abolished from the 1st June, 1877. 
}*rom the same date an experimental office was opened at Ratabari, in 
Svihet. for the convenience of some influential planters living in the 
vicinity; but it was found that in the first two months of its existence 
only 23 documents were presented for registration, and the office was 
consequently closed on the lst September following. A new rural 
office was opened in March, 1878, at Rajnagar, with jurisdiction over 
thanahs Rajnagar and Hingajiva. 

As far as the Chief Commissioner can at present judge, there 
is no call for the extension of the rural sub-registry system in this 
Province. 


150. No prosecutions were instituted under the Registration Act 
during the year under report. 


151. There was a very marked increase during the year in the 
number of marriage contracts registered, as compared with the previous 
vear. The registration of these deeds is entirely confined to the Sarma 
Valley districts. Deeds of divorce are confined to Sylhet. There was 
a slight increase during the year in this class of documents. Considering 
the number of cases relating to marriage which come before the courts 
in this country, and the difficulty of producing legal evidence of 
marriage, any increase in the number of marriage contracts registered 
is to be regarded with satisfaction. . 


152. The Registration Department was instrumental in bringing to 
light during the year a large number of documents which were insuffi- 
ciently stamped. In the Sylhet district alone 45 documents were 
impounded. 


SECTION 8,— MUNICIPALITIES. 


153. The number of municipal institutions in the Province was 
increased by one during the year under report: the station of Dibrugarh 
having been declared a township under Act VI. of 1868 (B.C.) from 
the commencement of the year. These institutions are now as follows :— 


Gauhati.—Originally a Municipality under Act IIT. (B.C.) of 
184; now a first-class Municipality under Act V. (B.C.) of 
1876. 

Goalpara, Dibrugarh, and Sylhet.—Originally Towns under Act 
VI. (B-C.) of 1868; now second-class Municipalities under 
Act V. (B.C.) of 1876. 

Silchar.—Originally a Chaukidari Union under Act XX. of 1856; 
now a Union under Act V. (B.C.) of 1876. 


154. Inall other sadar and sub-divisional stations in the Assam 
Valley (except Dhubri, the extension to which of the Municipal Act is 
under the Chicf Commissioner's consideration) there is a fund called 
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the Town Improvement Fand, the receipts of which are derived from a 
grant made from Imperial Fands, as a specific addition to the Provincial 
assignment, in lieu of the revenue of the town mouzahs, which used 
formerly to be assigned for town improvements. This Fund is at the 


disposal of the Civil Officers, and not of a Committee. 


155. Thesmall extent, and smaller commercial importance, of towns 
in Assam can be best understood from the fact that the whole oe 
of the regular municipalities under all heads, including unexpended 
balance of previous year, amounted to only Rs. 1,00,931-6-2. In the 
previous year, the total income was Rs. 82,188-8-7, showing an increase 
of Rs. 18,742-13-7. This increase is chiefly due to the transactions of 
the town of Dibrugarh, which were hitherto treated under Town 
Improvement Fund, having been shown during the current year under 
Municipalities. : 

The expenditure of the year amounted to Rs. 60,090-11-5, as 
compared with Rs. 58,739-12-2 during 1876-77. The details of expen- 
diture are best reviewed by taking the towns separately. 


156. In Godlpara, the receipts of the year amounted to Rs. 4,986 
and the expenditure to Rs. 3,716, as against Rs. 4,134 originally esti- 
mated to be received and expended. The 

on apparent increase in receipts is due to the omission 
of the opening balance from the original estimate, whereas there was 
actually a balance of Rs. 1,053. The actual receipts of the year 
fell somewhat short of the estimated amount. The short expenditure 
does not call for any comment. The Chairman observes in his 
Report that the limited funds at the disposal of the Commissioners 
do not allow of any large works being undertaken, but that the duties of 
maintenance, conservancy, and police were properly carried out. 

From a census taken in March last, it appears that there is a 
population of 5,946 within municipal limits, and the incidence of actual 
taxation per head is 10 annas 4 pie, while that calculated on the total 
receipts, including opening balance, is 10 annas 6 pie. 


157. In Gauhati, the receipts, including the unexpended balance of 
previous year, amounted to Rs. 24,823, and the 
expenditure to Rs. 23,982, as against Rs. 23,640 
and Rs. 22,988, originally estimated for. Here, again, no opening 
balance had been shown in the original estimate of receipts, which 
accounts for nearly the whole of the increase under this head. The 
excess in expenditure is chiefly under the head “ Miscellaneous.” | 

This expenditure is chiefly due tothe cost of coolics maintained 
by the Municipality, and supplied on payment to private parties for such 
purposes of conservancy as cleaning compounds, &c. The difficulty of 
obtaining labour in Assam is said to render such a system necessary. 
The expenditure on this account is all recovered from the people to whom 
the coolies are supplied, and the recoveries are shown in the accounts as 
miscellaneous receipts. This system has the objection of exaggerating the 
revenue and expenditure of the municipality, but it is open to question 
whether the transfer of such expenditure to a subsidiary suspense 
account would not be equally objectionable in other respects. 


Gauhiti. 


I 
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During the year two new serais were built, some new roads 
opened and others metalled, and the maintenance and conservancy of 
the town were generally attended to. There is, however, much to be 
done betore the conservancy of the town can be deemed even moderately 
satistactory. ‘Towards the close of the year a steamer was built to order 
inthe Government Dockyard at Calcutta for ferry purposes, but it was 
not paid for, and its cost will have to be spread over the current and 
next year. The toll collected at the steam-ferry during the first month 
it worked was Rs. 605. 

The incidence per head of population, calculated on the income 
from taxation, was 13 annas 5 pie, but it must be remembered that more 
than half of this incume is derived from ferries, and that a great portion 
of the terry-tolls are paid by people living beyond municipal limits. 


158. In Dibrugarh, the receipts, including the unexpended balance 
. of previous year, amounted to Ks. 19,131, and 
mares the expenditure to Rs. 5,744. No regular 
estimate for the Dibrucarh Town Fund was sanctioned. Act VI. 
(B.C.) of 1868, was only extended to the town on Ist April, 1877, and 
a budget had previously been sanctioned for the Town Improvement 
Fund of the whole district of Lakhimpur. This being the first year 
of the municipality, it was not possible to carry out work to the full 
extent proposed. But the conservancy of the town was attended to, and 
several projects for improving the town were taken into consideration. 
At present, both the town roads and the conservancy arrangements 
are in a lamentably backward state. Itis hoped that in a short time 
considerable progress may be made in town improvements. 
The incidence per head of population of actual taxation was 3 
annas 9 pie. 


159. The receipts of the year of the township of Sylhet, 
including the unexpended balance of previous 
years. amounted to Rs. 26,410, and the expen- 
diture to Rs. 13,866, as compared with Rs. 17,472 orginally estimated 
to be reccived and expended. No opening balance was included: in 
the original estimate of receipts, which omission accounts for Rs. 5,145 
of the increase under “Receipts.” 

The receipts under all heads of income were in excess of the 
amounts estimated, the increase under “Ferries”? amounting to over 
Rs. 3,500, as compared with the income of 1876-77. There is a great 
increase under the head “House-tax,”’ due to a revised assessment. 

The incidence per head of population of actual taxation was 
Re. 1-3-4; but here again more than half of the receipts from taxation is 
duc to ferry-tolls, of which only a small portion is paid by the inhabit- 
ants of the town. 

The short expenditure of the year is chiefly under “Public 
Works,” and is due to some of the metalling provided for not 
having been done for want of materials. Some metalling was, however, 
done, and existing roads were properly maintained. Some revision of 
the boundaries of the town appear to be necessary, and are under con- 


Sylhet. 
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sideration. The constitution of the Committee was not in accordance 
with the Act, and a revised Committee has been appointed since the close 
of year. 


160. In Silchar the receipts amounted to Rs. 25,579, and the 
expenditure to Rs. 12,781, as compared with 
Rs. 21,782 and Rs. 12,190 originally estimated 
for. Rs. 16,900 of the receipts are due to the opening balance, 
and the actual income of the year was only Rs. 8,679. The 
balance has, therefore, been reduced by about Rs. 4,000, Rs. 3,000 
of which were expended on improving communications in the 
neighbourhood of Silchar. The roads in the station were repaired 
and re-metalled, and are now in fair condition, and a good deal was 
done to improve drainage. A new police thannah and pound were 
bailt, and a contribution was made towards the construction of a serai. 

The conservancy of the town was attended to, and land was 
purchased for a new latrine. The incidence per head of population, 
calculated on the income from taxation amounting to Rs. 7,513, was 
Rs. 2-0-2; but under the head of ‘ Taxation” are included receipts from 
ferries (Rs. 3,135), mela (Rs. 935), sale of bazaar lands (Rs. 1,100), 
fisheries (Rs. 78), which can hardly be regarded as taxation. The 
incidence of actual taxation is very small. 


Silchar. 


161. From these remarks, it will be seen that no works of impor- 
tance were carried out during the year, but the general duties of main- 
tenance and conservancy were attended to. The Chief Commissioner 
considers that there is still much room for improvement in the adminis- 
tration of Municipal funds. During the current year the Bengal Consoli- 
dated Municipal Act (Act V. of 1876) has been extended to Assam, and it 
is hoped that the very clear rulings therein laid down as to the duties and 
powers of the Commissioners will be attended to. 

It may be noticed that in most of the Municipalities the amount 
expended on conservancy bears a very small proportion to the total 
expenditure. In the small thinly-populated towns of Assam it 1s not 
possible to have elaborate conservancy arrangements such as are essen- 
tial in larger cities. A good deal of the money included under the head 
of ‘‘Maintenance and repair of roads’ is expended in clearing side 
drains, &c.; and in Assam there is nothing of more importance than 
ensuring that the rainfall is allowed to drain off properly. Other sani- 
tary requirements of towns, such as a good water-supply, &c., are 
beyond the means of the present municipalities of Assam, but the Chief 
Commissioner believes that due attention is paid to the cleaning of 

8. 
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SECTION 9.—MILITARY. 


162. The distribution of the military force in the Province during 
the vear is shown in the annexed statement:— 








| Stations. Strength. 
Reviment. Fe 
Head-quarters. Outposts. aa ee 

35th Native Infantry ............ | Cachar ......... Cachar ......... 8 | 504 
Monierkha] ... | ...... 50 

Noarbund...... | -.ssee 4) 

Manipar ...... |  ..s0ee 92 

42nd Assam Light Infantry ... | Shillong ......] 0 wo... 6 648 
Samaguting... | ...... 52 

POWAL evcdcvesel. aeesve 50 

Alinagar ...... | sss 47 

Chargola ...... | sssece 49 

43rd —s«*Ditto”— ditto. |... | Dibrugarh wn.) ees 4 621 
Sadiya ......... 1 125 

Pobamukh 2... |] esses 46 

SeSri ....ce00 eau | wastes 24 

DibOng cscvesscs bh seeecs 14 

Wokha......... 1 59 

44th Sylhet Light Infantry ...| Shillong .....0) 0 coeeeeeee 5 483 
Gauhéati ...... 2 247 

LOZPUP visisasse | -sesase 113 

Oodalguri ......]  seseos 59 








163. The relief of the local regiments having been carried out 
during the cold season of 1877-78, the following 
change of stations took place: The 42nd Assam 
Light Infantry moved up from Gauhsti to Shillong; the 43rd Assam 
Light Infantry moved up from Shillong to Dibrugarh; and the 44th Sylhet 
Light Infantry moved down from Dibrugarh to Gauhati. Gauhati having 
been given up as a head-quarters station owing to its unhealthiness, the 
head-quarters of the 44th Sylhet Light Infantry moved up to Shillong 
leaving a half battalion at Gauhati. 

164. Adetachment of the 44th Sylhet Light Infantry, strength 

41 Natives of all ranks, marched from Golaghat 

Cre on the 13th July, 1877, for Samaguting, to 
reinforce the police at that station, a movement necessitated by the 
hostile attitude of the Nagas. A punitive expedition under the command 
of Captain Brydon, 42nd Assam Light Infantry, consisting of two British 
officers and 210 fighting men of that regiment, with 236 non-combatants 
(75 hospital attendants, 156 coolies, and 5 servants), proceeded from 
Gauhati on the 19th November, 1877, for the Naga Hills. This 
detachment attacked and captured the village of Mozemah, against 


which the movement was directed. 





Movements, 


MILITARY. 61 


A reinforcement of 100 men of the 43rd Assam Light Infan- 
try, under the command of Lieutenant Macgregor, 44th Sylhet Light 
Infantry, left Dibrugarh for Mozemah upon the 27th December, 1877. 

The Manipur detachment, increased to 92 fighting men, under 
the orders of the Political Agent at Manipur, marched early in January 
A Manipur, to make a demonstration in the rear of the hostile 

a gas. 

*~ The Golaghat detachment, increased to fifty men, under 
Captain Beresford, 43rd Assam Light Infantry, paiceeiel to Wokha to 
co-operate with Captain Brydon’s force, and, if necessary, to check any 
demonstrations from the Naga tribes in that direction. 

The refractory villages having given in their submission, and 
having paid the fines imposed upon them, the force was withdrawn, 
W okha being permanently occupied as an outpost, and a force of fifty 
men being left at Samaguting as a precautionary measure for the 
present. 

A detachment of the 44th Sylhet Light Infantry, consisting of 
25 men under a Native Officer, was despatched on 20th November, 1877, 
from Dibrugarh to Lakhimpur, as an escort for the survey party, 

roceeding up the Subansiri Valley under Lieutenants Woodthorpe and 
arman. 

A detachment of the 43rd Assam Light Infantry, consisting of 
40 men, was despatched from Dibrugarh in January, 1878, to escort 
the survey party under the command of Lieutenants Woodthorpe and 
Harman 4p the Valley of the Brahmaputra north-east of Sadiya. 

No collision with the hill tribes took place. 


165. Newstockades have been constructed at Wokha, Alinagar, and 
Chargola during the year under review, the 
aii aes stockades of Alinagar and Chargola being moved 

some few miles further south. 

Nowgong was given up as a military station, as also was 
Goléghat. 

The outposts of Mainadahar and Jirighat were also given up on 
account of their extreme unhealthiness. 
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CHAPTER IV. 


PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION. 


SECTION 1.—WEATHER anp CROPS. 


166. Tue weather throughout the year under review was, generally 
speaking, favourable for agricultural operations. The Sali and Aus 
rice crops gave a fair outturn, and the other crops, such as jute, mustard, 
sugarcane, pulse, &c., were fairly good. 

The Province was not visited by any cyclone, severe storm, or 
inundation, with the exception of the southern portion of Sylhet, where 
a storm caused some damage to the crops and houses. 

In some districts the Sali crop suffered partially, owing to the 
unseasonable rainfall; but, on the other hand, the Aus crop was abundant, 
and no distress was experienced. The high prices of the previous year 
continued, however, to prevail during the year under report. 
famine in Southern and Western India was probably, as regards the 
Surmé Valley at least, the cause of the continuation of these high prices. 
As, however, increased facilities of communication tend to canse inc 
exportation of food-grains, it is extremely doubtful if the prices of these 
grains will ever fall to their former level. 


167. The following statement shows the rainfall registered in each 
district of the Province during the years 1875, 1876, and 1877. 














Btations. 1875. 1876. 1877. lees ae 
Surma Valley Districts. 
Sylhet .......000 Sylhet ....csssesseseeee 183-79 | 15073 | 158-23} 157-83 
Cach Silchar ....eccssseeeeees 13253 | 141-62 | 128-03 118-94 
Bere “Sengnen Haildkandi ............ 104°78 | 100-47 | 94-92 100°57 
Brahmaputra Valley Districts. 
Godlpfra ss .seseseaee 97°57 | 87:89 | 80-30 92-47 
@oilpara ...... j Dh biel ieeeieeeceecoese 91:64 | 94:50 | 68-95 93°15 
Kémri Gaubiti.....ccccccceeees 5488 | 65°86 | 56°66 60°71 
rears eer Barpet .....cccesseersees 96-06 | 113-22 | 75:88 97°61 
D Tezpur ....sssessseeeeeee 84:03 | 5815} 73:03 74:05 
BEER Oreesetes Mangaldai.............-- 66:22 | 64:67 | 50-02 65:59 
N NOWZONG ......seceeeeee 69°59 | 63°90 | 54°91 90°62 
OEE ee i Sibsdgar ....ceessseeees 10328 | 83:73 | 92:60 101-87 
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Average of pre- 


Stations. 1875. 1876. ceding six years, 


1877. 











Brahmaputra Valley Districts.—(Contd.) 


. DOTHAL. ccccsusisetieses 84:54 | 70°27) 74:77 81:88 
Sibségar ......... Golagh&t ..... ...secs0 79:24 | 7681 | 78:59 80:10 
Dibrugarh............... 104:29 | 106-97 | 109-00 110-28 

Lakhimpur...... Pena paces 14007 | 117-11 | 132°46 120:02° 

DAGIVA ~cslisciscneseseaces 1 caseate | exces 10803 | ss... 
Hill Districts. 
. Shillong.........cecscee 10021 98:00 | 104°53 83-98 
Rast in 92 Cherra Poonjec......-- 321-45 | 46867 | 362-86{/ 397-05 
“DOW. aicie sccsuccveess 241:66 | 307:32 | 361-66 169-23 
Géro Hills ...... DUES Seviccastetosiandeters 119°70 | 98°33 | 114:33 109°53 
Naga Hills...... Samaguting ............ 59-07 53°76 | 73°51 53°43 
® Average of four years. t No record. t Since 20th April, 1877. 


From this statement it will be observed that the rainfall during 
the year in the Brahmaputra Valley was below the average, while, on 
the whole, in the Surmaé Valley and in the hill districts the fall was 
above the average. 

In the plains districts the rains set in later than usual, and the 
crops suffered to some extent in consequence; but in the hill districts 
the reverse was the case, the crops suffering somewhat from excessive 
rain early in the year. 


168. The condition of the people is described as generally pros- 
perous. The prices of food-grains and other agricultural produce 
fluctuated but little during the year. 


169. The accompanying table gives the average monthly rate in 
each district of rice, which may be taken as the standard staple :-— 























Average quantities of rice per rupee during the year 1877-78. 
| | eT | 
Districts. | | eS. | | & B ss | 
| gt ae, a hoa ae Ae 1 
See hae ey Se Be ie es 
a | he ee ee oe oe, ae hg | 2] 4 
S15 1h | & <q | @& > he = 5 & | A 
|. | ere 
| Ss. ¢ s. C.| 8S. ¢ | 5. C.) 8. ( 5. ©.) 8. “ 5 C.) UC.) 5. ¢ Ss. ( Ss. € 
| 
LO Eee | 24 8] 24 8 24 8) 23 3] 18 14| 17 12) 15 0} 20 0} 20 0] 18 12/17 oO] 12 ¢ 
UOT bi a uvac tweSeces 22 8 21 9' 1912) 18 & 16 14| 16 12) 14 8) 16 0} 17 116 815 381 ) 
Godlpara a o's 2 8120 9)'19 #4115 9 14 OF 14 OF 14 8119 O17 1 16 6 16 O16 4 
BAND ino nance ckeaces 18 8| 1612) 15 8) 13 0} 13 0) 13 4| 14 O| 16 OF 17 15 0} 16 8 13 0 
| eee ll O} 11 01 11 O1 11 OF 11 0} 11 O} 9 12; 11 Of] 1019) 11 1/11 8 11 2 
Now TH ccc cw cccessees 14 OF 14 OF 13 4,18 OQ 1 0) 13 1S QO} If “ 16 «6©O} 16 «O} 1 O16 O 
SUGAGAr . 2... ssc ecceres 12 oO} 11 0} 9 8 9 4 6 7 4| 812) 10 & 812) 11 183) 14 O18 8 
Lakbimpur ..<.sesseess ll OF 11 O}11 OF 1012} 10 OF 10 O| 10 9 O} 11 4/11 OF 11 Of 10 4 
Khasi Hills ...........- 11 OF 11 311 Of 11 O 9 » | 6 6) 10 O} 10 » 6 8 6 7 8 
 _ 2 a eee 16 0.16 6 14 O| 14 01 l 10 4) 14 0) 14 0) 12 6) 12 0] 9 8 
ia Ch hsae aoeae | 808 9 9 0 9 O 8 ¢ oj} 8 Oo} 8 Oo 8 0} 8 b) BO 8 0 
| 
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SECTION 2.—AGRICULTURE anno HORTICULTURE. 


170. The cultivation at the Shillong Farm was, as in the previous 
year, almost entirely confined to experimental sowings of wheat, barlev, 
and oats. As in former years considerable difficalty had been experienced 
in getting these cereals reaped and threshed before the rains set in at 
the elevation of the farm, 5,500 feet, experimental sowings were 
directed to be made on the left bank of the Umiam river, where this 
river is crossed by the Gauhati and Shillong cart-road, at an elevation 
of about 4,000 fect. 

The sowines made in the autumn of 1877 at the Umiam were, 
however, a comparative failure, owing to the poverty of the soil and the 
want of manure. On the other hand, “the results of the sowiness of these 
cereals at the Shillong Farm were very much better than in former 
years, owing to the ‘increased fertility of the soil consequent upon the 
application of manure year by year. The experience gained from these 
sowings during the last four years shows that wheat and barley will 
grow much better at an elevation of 4, 000 feet than at a higher 
elevation, while oats do well at from 4,000 io 5,500 feet. But, whatever 
the elevation, the soil in these localities requires to be richly manured, 
and the land to be hoed or ploughed when the soil is comparatively dry, 
hefore success can be obtained. Sowing should be commenced in the be- 
ginning of October, The seed which has been found best suited for these 
hills is the seed grown at the farm from Sealkote stock. Some seed-grain, 
barley, wheat, and oats, was distributed among several of the Khasi 
Seims, but they paid no attention to the instructions they received, and, 
consequently, the sowings made by them proved a failure. 

A few vegetables were grown at the farm during the year. 
They were re: adily disposed of at remunerative prices. 

The English potatoes sown did very well, but only one crop 
was obtained. The older variety of potato, acclimatized in these bills 
yields two crops in the year, and is, for this reason, preferred by the 
cultivators. 

The growth of the  fruit-trees has been vigorous. They are 
intended as stock plants to craft from. 


171. No purchases of live-stock were made during the year. The 
live-stock kept at the farm consisted of— 


Hansi bulls bee eae bas our. 32 
» «calves a. oe san 4 ea’ oS 
an CuW eee eee eee eee ] 

Bhrutia ball Lia a Lise see dd 

Khasi cows bs eis dais .. 14 
»  bullocks .. ss - 38 
» calves... oes ais . 20 

English ram... ie sue oa. 

Nepanlese sheep aise a - 25 

mn lambs ses a » 6 


The Khasias cannot be induced to breed sheep. They say that 
sheep require too much attention. One Hansi cow and a Manipum 
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calf qied during the year; five bullocks were exchanged for Khasi 


cows ; and six lambs were born during the year. 


172. The permanent establishment entertained at the farm remained 
the same as in 1876-77, viz. :— 


Rs. 
1 sirdar on ... oe ... 60 per mensem. 


1 chaukidar on ” ” 


173. The receipts and expenditure during the year were as 
follows :— 





Rs. A. P. 

Receipts ges .- 977 8 9 
Expenditure ‘ é .. 2,105 15 6 
Deficit......... 1,128 11 9 


The deficit in 1876-77 amounted to Rs. 7,395-11-11, owing to 
the entertainment for nine months of the year of a European Superin- 
tendent. The receipts in 1876-77 amounted to only Rs. 499-15-6. 
There will always, the Chief Commissioner fears, be a deficit, but 
the increase in the receipts is ee Increased cultivation of 
vegetables would, probably, reduce the yearly deficit to a nominal sum. 


SECTION 3.—FORENSTS. 
174. The area added to the Government forest reserves ae the 


year was 72°37 square miles in the. Goalpara 
eo ec: district. This area comprises the following two 
sal forests :— 
Area in square 
miles. 
The Sidli forest reserve ... 68°37 


An addition to the second or western part of the 
Chirang Duar reserve ies ea 


2- 
Total woe «92°37 








Besides these, considerable areas of forest in the Godalpara, Kamrup, 
Darrang, and Nowgong districts, were inspected by forest officers in 
detail, and were demarcated and reported on, with the view of having 
them declared forest reserves. 


175. The work of pam na | side boundaries was oe 7 
. ‘ vigorously during the year over an area o 

oT rates in the Cachar division: In the Goalpéra 

division, the Goma, Ripu, and Chirang reserves were demarcated; in the 
auhati division, the Barduar, Kulsi, and Jara reserves were completed ; 
in the Tezpur division, the Khalingduar, Segunbai, and Kolahat forests ; 
and in the Golaghat division, the Mikir Hills reserves were demarcated ; 

and thus Saarvasuineste on these forests have been effectually prevented. 

K 
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175. Valuation surveys were carried out in the Goalpara division 
over a lencth of line measuring 19} miles. and 





Valaacicc smererge 
an area of 298-6 acres; they show the follow- 
In esas te 

S 0 C+- ve nv der one cabit abundant all through the forests. 

~ t- tass tre-s. froin l te 2 cuvits ...... 3.377 on a hundred acres. 

Ze ws ae PUB. te Setbaetvs 595 ditto. 

Foarte.a 33 saitn S104 46 Sees : 46 ditto. 

Total ... .... 4.518 





In tie Gauhati division, the valuation surveys extended over 
an area or 300 aeres, and show the folloying results :— 


Barduar Reserve, 
Saplings un der one cubit al andant all through the forest. 





Seco nd- lass trees, frum 1 to 2 cubits 2.2... 1,626 on a hundred acres. 

Tsird-class ditto DAG os aeeediees 927 ditty. 

Feurth-class ditto Bd: Soe. eaticees 220 ditto. 

Fifth-class — diito BtO:D: 2. wnceees ee 17 ditto. 
Total......... 2,790 





First addition to the Barduar Reserve. 
Saplings under one cublit abundant all through the forest. 


Second-class trees fruin 1 to 2 cubits ..... - 2,657 on a hundred acres. 
Third-class — ditto 2DAGD.. ior dateerece.. sob ditto. 
Fourth-class ditto StOB-. co. Secwigecs 66 ditto, 
Fifth-class = ditto 4t05 4, ceseeceee 4 ditto. 


Total......... 3,064 





177. The preparation of accurate maps of the Cachar forest reserves, 
and of the private estates adjoining or included 
in them, has received much attention during the 
year. Maps of twenty-three of these estates have been completed. 


Maps, 


Protection and improvement: of 178. The permanent establishments have been 


ee: strengthened by the following additions :— 
I Sub-Assistant-C nservator, 4 forest-rangers, 
1 clerk, . | and 
2 peons, | 27 forest-guards. 


By these additions, the organization of a forest division for the 
district of Sibsicar was made possible, and the formation of such 
division was sanctioned by the Chief Commissioner. 

‘Trespass by rvyots in the reserve forests is very rare in Assam, 
as coinpared with other parts of India, as the forest products ordinarily 
required by the Assam ryots are easily obtained free of payment from 
the open or district forests, which are of great extent. 

Three cases of encroachment upon forest reserves were 
brought to light during the year. The most serious of these encroach- 
ments occurred in the Parbatjuar forest, in Godlpdra, where an ares 
of over two square miles was taken possession of by the order of the 
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Parbatjuar zemindars. This tract, however, as well as the trees felled, 
was recovered by the Department. A case of alleged encroackment upon 
the Kholahat reserve is still under investigation. e third case occurred 
in the Mikir Hills reserve; it was discovered at once, and further 
encroachment was put a stop to. 


179. Notwithstanding the unusual dryness of the season, the work 
Protection from jungle fires,  °f protecting forests from jungle fires was 
carried on with marked success, especially in 
the Gauhiati division, where the aid and co-operation of the neighbouring 
illagers was enlisted in the work. Valuable assistance in this respect was 
also received from the inhabitants of a village near the Sidli reserve. 
Fire-protection is of the first importance in the case of reserved forests, 
and without it conservancy operations are mere waste of time and money. 
In the Tezpur division fire-protection operations were fairly successful. 
The Chief Commissioner considers that if ever the people can be brought 
to clearly understand tlic mischievous effects of carelessly setting fire to 
the jungle, fire-protection will be a comparatively easy matter. He 
would be glad to think that the operations of the Forest Department 
have some educational value from this point of view. 


180. Creeper-cutting operations in the sfl forests of the Gauhati 
division, at a total cost of Rs 356-1-9, extended over an area of five square 
miles. This is a most necessary work, as the creepers, if not cut while 
young; spoil the shape of the trees, and should be carried out systemati- 


y- 
181. The improvement of the forest roads was carried out in the 
Roads and Buildings. Gauhati, Tezpur, and Golaghat divisions. In 


the Godlpara division the forests have become 
more accessible by reason of the construction of a new districtroad. The 
forest house at Dhubri, in the Godlpara division, was completed, and 
the building of another one at Golaghat was commenced and nearly 
completed. 


Cusaeaload glawtationa: 182. The extensions in the caoutchouc 
plantations during the year were as follows:--- - 
Charduar plantation.....c.s.secccscssvccscccssvcsccccossascssces 143 acres 
Knlsi Sc, —«-Wbtatdirave bald bu tatuigalumeadwa wane Neande sledleeeaaee ib. 4 
Total......... 154 ,, 


The growth of the trees in both plantations has been most 
vigorous, but the deer were even more destructive than in former years. 
However, the new kinds of fencing since introduced have up to date been 
sufficient to protect the young trees. 

For the purpose of transplanting trees, the nursery has been 
extended by about half an acre, and the propagation of rubber-trees by 
seed has in the Charduar plantation been most successful, where 37,234 
seedlings were alive when last counted. That shading is absolutely 
necessary for young seedlings has been established beyond doubt during 
the year, and vertical shade is preferable to horizontal, as it causes no 
“abt No cuttings were made, as seedlings are hardier and transplant 

r. 
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183. In the timber plantations at the Kulsi, the of the trees 

riabov Piaatckicnk: fae also been satisfactory, and, whilst the older 

lantations were gone over and the trees pruned 

and thinned out, a new dlsstante of 20 acres was made, which has becn 
sown with teak since the close of the year. 

The growth of the exotic trees in the Shillong plantation is slow, 
and many of the Eucalypti have been killed by frost. The growth of 
indigenous trees is satisfactory. 

The experimental sowings of the nahor and ajhar in the Gola- 
ghat division have been most successful, and the young trees are very 
promising. 

In the experimental teak plantation at Makum the growth of 
the trees has been very good, but the borer is very prevalent, and does 
much damage to the trees. 3 

These experimental plantations have all undoubted use, not merely 
from an educational point of view, but as testing the suitability of soil 
and climate for timber carrying a higher commercial value than the 
indigenous forest trees; and, as long as they are conducted with strict 
economy, the Chief Commissioner would wish to continue the experi- 
ments. 


184. No change was made in the different systems by which 
timber is worked out from the forests. The 


Yield and working. 
: number of trees felled by the Department was 
as follows :— 
GoAlpAra GiviBiON. seccsccosaccassccssdssniceyecessericedwececcececdenscas 6 
Gauhati su BS daaits Saaeeuaneeadens meevbwdindeswsessdeatesssessses 554 
Tezpur Six «sea be eaunas sou Ged easasleMeteeeeseundebusdeeeewee 222 
GUlRGHaG. 4 etcvieccisteevancccc deus ocseccsen osesee 575 


The number of trees sold standing in the reserved forests was 
297, as compared with 523 in 1876-77. All these trees were converted 
into dug-outs. The 4,300 pieces of dead sfl-wood worked out by the 
Mech Duffadars on their own account in the Godlpara forest division, 
and which remained in depét at the close of last year, were sold, and the 
Government revenue, amounting to Rs. 5,578, realized. 


185. Under Section 20 of the Forest Rules, the foilowing places in 
the Goalpara district were gazetted as stations for the exercise of control 
over timber and boats imported from Bhutan, viz.:— 


Dutma, on the Langa River. 
Rajadabri, on the Garopila River. 


186. In the Cachar division the following licenses were granted, 45 
compared with the previous year:— 
1876-77, 1817-18. 
Be Bs. 
(1) Licenses for elephants to drag timber...e.oo. 77 197 


2) Licenses for cutting timber, bamboos, canes, 
oe PrAbe etc eae be 1511 2,198 
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187. The forest produce which passed and paid revenue at Sealtek, 
_ In Cachar, is shown in the following table:— 











{ 
Logs. Posts and planks. | Bam boos. Canes. Grass, &c. | and 
charcoal 

| % 3 

| 3 a S 

Ss | | § - = 5 

_ - s - ies 

= 5 _ | he = 

= _ = = | = 
= ~ = . = . od > 
_ S bs | c +5 bs pe be ~ he | ~ | th ~ 
= = S | s S ¥ 3 3 s >| 8 > S 

=_ c Ss | ‘) o 3 ? o 2 S = 
a = : = = S 8 S g 2 hoe 5 
= ee os = v.| | = S 4 = on ~ on = os 
3 = B 5 = e S = 5 5 5 | & ge) § 
z. 5 < Ziol « Ai < 4 “ 4. 4 |2 < 

== = , ——— = = - ' ——— 
| | | 
Rs. As. P| | Rs. As, P.| Rs. As. P.) Rs. As. P. iRs. - Rs. As, 
' 


3,293 | 59,458 4,777 12 5| 879) 1,214 | 386 0 5| 858,059) 447 9 2/19,357 295 © 8] 213/532 8] 218} 27 & 


: a ie alld 








188. Seventy-eight specimens of wood were sent from Assam to 
the Paris Exhibition. 


189. The following Government open or district forests were 
gazetted during the year:— 





In the Sythet District. 
Area. 
The Langai and Singla forest ......00-..s.se00 200 square miles. 
In the Lakhimpur District. 

The Bhorolwah forest .......0...ssesesvcceseeres 8°25 ‘5 
The Kuddum ag. aRbanateeasaseeenans sceces 24°79 - 
The Parapara oon. _sevbaubaccdensaceduedsenses 41°75 és 
The Upper Dehing y5.  - scevasivecceccavivasseenses 236°85 ‘9 
The Dehingmukh ,, _ ........... easauseuenwaers 21:48 ae 
The Jokai ‘is. Yeplhaweuuawecctaceusteaeess 20°24 ‘ 
The Salaguri Se,  yauaaessdecamisants dieses 106°44 ‘ 

Totals ciscecesas - 459°80 ‘ 


In the Sibsdgar District. 
The Panidehingia forest ..........ccccsccccsessesee 30 ‘: 

The system of timber felling in the open or district forests has 
been revised during the year, and rules were prescribed for the collection 
of revenue from these forests, in which a distinction was ordered to be 
made between superior and inferior forests, the former to be conserved 
permanently as forests and the latter to be surrendered for cultivation 
if necessary. Rules were also prescribed by the Chief Commissioner 
for regulating the payment for valuable timber on land allotted for 
purposes of cultivation. — 

The measures taken for the protection of these forests have 
borne good fruit, and they ensure great indirect advantage in educatin 
the fiscal officers of the Pivvitios to understand the advantages and 
meaning of forest protection. 
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190. The quantity of caoutchouc exported from Assam during the 
last two years is as follows:— : 
1876-77. 1877-78. 
Manunds. Mannds. 


Gdro Fille iss toveicewieseiscscsseetacsietichccessensbenceeans 50 62 
Gublpsta: <cccciteiccscosestavcccns saesseeseee rca, 1104 1,170 
Kémrip ss. Se depteee: hued eels Siocon 297 = '488 
DAIL AUD « sesies dzapesccaswecdeuncansexadescosedesesseeeeereve 853 1,183 
ING WG ONG 0500555 Sec cousaeuceccdeasceesens vacsteeateedceeees 1,335 1,206 
RANBARAY  ccaveslcescsuadseusscssinsascceceleasvareswsseseses 514 44 
LAKDIMPUR’ sy scncisd sen setwsscucdecss sguacuesenceateueecess 5,114 4,817 
CACHAN i soscan sicensidccccadateasveieciadesceseutesssassusseeie 275 1,290 
DY G bapa sat aceavadeacncewaseeverieecuscacentececsccnsunésecenc 740 483 
Total............ 10,212 10,743 
Seana aa te 191. The forest revenue collected, as com- 
pared with the previous year, was as follows:— 
Receipts, 1876-77. Receipts, 1877-78. Incrense, 1877-78. 
Rs. Rs. Re 
81,568 134,325 52,757 


This increase is chiefly to be attributed to the improved system 
of collecting forest revenue in the open or district forests. This result 
is especially satisfactory, as showing that District Officers are taking a 
real interest in forest matters. The expenditure during the year under 
report, as compared with the previous year, has been as follows:— 

1876-77. 1877-18. Increase. 





Budget heads. — Rs. Bs. Bs. 
A.—Conservancy and works............ 42,004 48,954 6,950 
R.—Establishments .......csesccscsceees 47,915 651,332 3,417 

Total............ 89,919 1,00,286 10,367 








Expenditure may be expected to be high for some years to 
come, as long as demarcation and survey work have to be carried®out. 


192. The distribution of receipts and expenditure in the different 
divisions is shown in the following table:— 


Name of division. 





Receipts. | Expenditure. 





Surplus. | Deficit. 





Rs. As. P. Rs. As. P. Rs. As. P. Ra. As. P. 

Of ie bis i che ase wea e een eeeds 4,019 7 9 15,774 12 6] = se avceae 11,755 4 9 

Gauhdti division ...cccccccccccecvcns 8,241 8 9 19591 6 ZT] secccece 11,849 18 10 

Tespur py PR Reece eee ce ecosece 4,314 9 7 18571 BAL] = aecccece 14,256 9 4 

Goldghdt —,,_cenresccsscccccccece 2,183 4 6 76215 2] ccceseee 7,639 10 8 

GodlpAra 4g eee ccecccccesceccees 9558 0 4| 1614911 0] ........ 6596 10 8 
Cachar = =—«s_ gg Ss cccvvcccccscccescces 13,230 18 8 8,915 10 1 4315 8 TFT] cccccces 
Civil Offloers ..ccesccvccccccesessccce 92,883 14 8 11520 14 5 81312 0 3]  ........ 








The above figures show that the major portion of the forest 
revenue was realized by civil officers, and this will be the case for some 
years to come, since the more valuable forests in charge of the forest 
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officers have been so overworked in former times that they require rest 
for the present, and can only be worked to a limited extent. 


193. The amount of forest revenue collected in each district during 


the year under notice, as compared with the previous year, was as 
follows :-— 











Forest revenue, | Forest revenue, 
District. 1876-77, 1877-78. Increase Decrease. 
Rs. As. P. Re. As. P. Rs. As. P. Rs. As. P. 
GOro ELS io icccdiwceesiices sienna tenes 9,735 9 8 18,642 7 5& 885614 2]  ........ 
BAMTOP > 5.6 6.85530 Fee we swe awnes 660045 7,178 8 0 45238 10 0 |  weceseee 2,654 14 0 
Now gong . 2.2... cc cecsccccccccceccces 3867 2 0 8613 9 8 4,746 7 3|  ....0... 
Se ee ee ere en ee rr 6,123 7 2 19,286 38 9 13,162 12 7 wis leteuia%eie 
SUA GOR oo a ies toc veviesewcsnwedesnse 6,647 18 0 27,221 10 6 21573 13 6 | = cceeeee, 
impar a ieiee B:6 6:6.6:6:6 See Soe 8.e coe bees 2,992 10 0 8,479 9 O 6486 15 QO]  .«....... 
Naga Hills .... ccc ccc ccc ccccccccce 42 0 0 24°00) Giuseves 18 0 0 
BUGS seve cies vinwe cacdavsbaceease 173 0 0 8,711 2 9 2,938 2 9) = esececee 
By NOG ie: 5oc ce eke be hase eeeWSeccceevies | BSewesses 204 1 0 204 1 OO] — .wrccece 
ee 6 bie sl eveieiai:66.0 eis 06 :0:0 s/o. wi6ie 'e:0%e 6,936 0 0 2,126 9 0 rrr 8809 7 0 
Total svicicceca’ 42346 1 5 92,832 14 8 56,969 2 8 6,482 & 0 


194. The transactions of the Forest rp ee during 1877-78 
are exhibited under the three major heads in the following table :-— 





Bervice heads. Becent: veer 
8. 
I.—Departmental timber operations ........... 15,877 25,037 
TI.—Other revenue .........sccccccesccscscnescssssnces 1,18,448 25,846 
II1I.—¥ormation, protection, and improvement 
OF (NG LOPCR1G cccscssscevecscsvescoesevecenswae: .sovseee 49,403 
DOtAl sie seescans 1,34,325  1,00,286 





195. On the whole, the Chief Commissioner considers the financial 
results of the year to be satisfactory. For some time to come excess 
expenditure in the management of the reserves must be expected; but 
the total forest receipts show a steady increase, and, with fuller estab- 


lishments, the accounts of future years, it is hoped, will exhibit an ever- 
increasing surplus. 


SECTION 4.—MINES ann MINERALS. 


196. There is nothing to add under this head to the information 
already given in previous reports. 

The nature and extent of the mineral resources of the Province 
were fully detailed in the General Administration Report for the years 
1874-75 and 1875-76. No further discoveries have to be reported during 


the year under review, but some steps have been taken towards utilizing 
the information previously obtained. 


197. The lime-quarries in the Khasi and Jaintid Hills, which have 
hitherto for many years past been held on a monopoly by Messrs. Inglis 
& Co., by whom the trade was first developed, will shortly, it is hoped, be 
thrown open to the public, as most of the leases held by the above 
Company terminate at the close of September, 1878. Colonel Keatinge 


72 ASSAM ADMINISTRATION REPORT. 


submitted, in June, 1877, to the Government of India a proposition for 
breaking up the existing monopoly and putting up the quarries to public 
auction on such conditions as would prevent the quarries being again 
secured by a single firm, and would restore the lime trade to a healthy 
footing of open competition. 

198. An application was received in January, 1878, from a newly- 
formed association called the Assam Mineral Oils Company, for the grant of 
a concession of land and right to dig for petroleum in the neighbourhood 
of Jaipur, in the Lakhimpur district, where large deposits of this 
oil are known to exist, and where Mr. Goodenough’s attempts to work it 
were made in 1868. 

The application was very favourably entertained by the Chief 
Commissioner, and was forwarded by him, with his recommendation and 
suggestions as to the terms of the concession, to the Government of India. 


‘SECTION 5.—MANUFACTURES. 


199. There is nothing to add to the general description of the manu- 
factures of the Province contained in the permanent portion of the 
Administration Report for the years 1874-75 and 1875-76. The manu- 
facture of tea will, as in the two previous reports, be dealt with separately. 


200. Tea.—A new form of statement illustrative of the state ot tea 
culture in the Province was prescribed during the year by the Govern 
ment of India, but many of the planters raised objections to the form 
on account of its minuteness, and declined to submit any returns what- 
ever. In several instances the returns received were so incomplete as to 
render them worthless for statistical purposes. Some difficulty has also 
been experienced in ascertaining the actual number of gardens existing 
in each district: small gardens are being continually opened out on lands 
taken up under ordinary pottahs, and the existence of these gardens 1s 
often not discovered until a considerable period after the commencement of 
operations. For the reasons noted above, the statiatics given in this section 
can by no means lay claim to correctness, but every endeavour has been 
mado to make them as accurate as possible. Figures for the gardens 
from which no returns have been received have been extracted from the 
returns received in previous years. As stated in last year’s report, it is 
hopeless to expect to obtain complete returns concerning tea culture for 
the whole Province, as long as their submission by the planters 1s 
altogether optional. 


201. The total area held under the different kinds of tenures in 
force in the Province for the purpose of tea cultivation is as follows:— 


Tenure. Number of estates. Area. 
Old Assam Rules ........cssscecees 70 72,821 acres, 
Ordinary cultivation leases ...... 906 135,365 __,, 
Free-simple ..........secsceecsccccenes 327 192,254 ,, 
Old Assam Rules, but since)... 254 263,996 __,, 
commuted to fee-simple. 
New Thirty-years’ Lease Rules... 161 71,646, 


Total....ccceresecreees 1,718 736,082 ,, 


See PD TD 
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Acootding to the detailed district returns, the total area taken up 
in the Province for the cultivation of tea (excluding the land taken up as 
accessory to the land required for tea eultivation, but unfit for that 
purpose) is 538,961 acres. 

The total outturn of tea during the year, as shown by the 
returns, was 23,352,298Ib, the average yield per acre having been 286tb, 
an average very close indeed to that given in the General Administration 
Report in this Province for 1874-75 and 1875-76, page 10, para. 48, 
where the generally accepted average outturn is stated at 280tb. 

Owing to the widest divergence of opinion on the matter among 
the planters, it has been found impossible to give figures for the Province 
showing the cost of cultivation and manufacture. 

The prices received for tea during the year were generally low, 
and are said to have been caused by the market having been flooded 
with coarse teas during previous years. 

Machinery of all kinds is being introduced into all the large 

ens in the Province. On the whole, the condition of the industry 
un Assam may be pronounced satisfactory. 


SECTION 6.—TRADE. 


202. In last year’s report the measures initiated with a view to the 
systematic registration of the trade between Assam and the adjacent 
foreign countries were detailed, and the nature of the trade with each of 
the several countries and tribes on our border -was described. 

As the statistics then submitted were only for the last quarter of the 
year 1876-77, and were admittedly incomplete and untrustworthy, no 
useful comparison can be made between them and the statistics for 
the year under review. Indeed, the Chief Commissioner is not prepared 
to say that the statistics for 1877-78 are very much more trustworthy 
than those for the preceding year. The means at his disposal for the 
collection of these statistics are so inadequate, considering the nature of 
the trade and the difficulties inseparable trom its due registration, that it 
is hopeless to expect correct returns, while, at the same time, the trade is 
of too ® nature to warrant a large expenditure. 

emanner in which the frontier trade of the Province is regis- 
tered was fully described in the Report for 1876-77, and the agency 
has remained tnchanged. The comparative tables given in this 
section must, therefore, be taken for what they are worth, and the 
Chief Commissioner has made no attempt todtaw any but the hiost 
general deductions from them. ) 


203. The foreign countries and border tribes with which a trading 
intercourse is maintained across the frontier of 


e Bh tan. e 9 e e e 
(s} ‘The Mishm! Hille. this Province are given in the margin. The 
ONaeanae oe are the same as enumerated in the correspond- 
(5.) Tha Lashai Hills, ing section of last year’s report,—no new 
g ’ 


SS): eee market or outlet for trade has been opened. No 


change was made during the vear in the manner of registering the trade 
statietics, ner in the number or position of the registering stations. This 
L 
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trade is, as might be expected from the poverty and uncivilized condition 
of the hill tribes, of an insignificant character and very limited in extent; 
it is chiefly confined to petty transactions of barter at the large annual 
fairs attended by these tribes, and any considerable expansion of it can 
hardly be looked forward to. The want of communications between 
this Province and adjoining foreign countries is a formidable obstacle in 
the way of any material development of the frontier trade. Routes 
practicable for trading purposes across the intervening hills have yet to 
be explored, and the establishment of regular commercial intercourse 
under such conditions must necessarily be a work of time, and only to 
be accomplished with much perseverance and at considerable cost. Some 
expansion of the trade with Manipur might be expected, were the 
Manipur authorities to lower the rates of duty levied by them upon 
imports and exports, but the total value of the frontier trade would not 
be much increased thereby. 

204. The following statement shows the total value of the export 

ze and import trade between Assam and the 
ing wn ivittike mitre @” adjoining non-British territories during the 
years 1876-77 and 1877-78, as shown by the 





























returns :— 
1876-77. 1877-78. Result. 
Non-British territories. Value. Value. Increase Decrease = 
in 1877-78 in 1877-78. 
Re Rs. Rs. Rs. 
Imports into Assam from— 

BOTAN: .-.eeecenniewsntawasnasedesnrs 91,546 1,60,074 68,528... 

Niga and Mishmi Hills ...... 58,034 44,771. 13,263 
Hill Tipperah —........... sseweny 35,256 3,70,164 3,34,908...... 
Lushai Hills .............c.ccce08 34,363 = 1,13,87 79,512... 
Manipur ssecsveccscadesascerdess nes 5,231 45,362 40,131 ...... 
POUND? cich.eesweaecetes 2,24,430 %7,34,246 65,09,816_...... 

Exports from Assam into— - — 

POUNUBN: Jovetcesoveveiuseasvebouens 1,98,423 80,969 —s a. 1,17,454 
Naca and Mishmi Hills ...... 23,536 35,330 11,794... : 
Hill Tipperah .........cceseeeee 3,107 18,741 15,634 ___...... 
Lushai Hilla .........ccccccsesces 17,360 42,194 24,834  ...... 
MAUI PUTS tac idesadewvesesesaecesesds 29,780 70,716 40,936 __..... . 

Total .......06 aesonce ee §=s-.2,7 2,206 2,47,950 ecovce «=: 24,256 











From this statement it appears that, whereas in 1876-77 the 
exports from Assam exceeded in value the imports into Assam, the 
converse took place in 1877-78, when the total value of the export trade 
amounted to less than one-third of the value of the import trade. It 
was observed indeed, in last year’s report, that “the tendency of half- 
civilized frontier tribes would seem ordinarily to be to take away specie 
to be utilized, probably, partly in making ornaments, and partly asa 
medium of exchange and a convenient means of storing property,” and, 
therefore, an excess in the aggregate value of the imports over the 
exports in the frontier trade of the entire Province is a result to be 
expected. Whether, however, the excess of imports over exports is so 
preponderating as would aprcar from the above table may be well 


doubted ; but it should Le noted that this excess is mainly due to the 


TRADE. 


returned im 


75 


rt trade with Hill Tipperah and the Lushai Hills, the 


trade with which countries, consisting principally of timber and bamboos, 
floated down the hill streams during the rains, is almost entirely suspen- 


ded during 
returns for 1876-77. 
the re 


the cold season, and consequently did not appear in the 
The excess of exports over imports, too, shown in 
rt for last year was due to the large amount of silk, to the 


value of Rs. 1,45,943, reported as taken from the Kamrup district into 


Bhutan. 
suspicion, are now admitted to be incorrect. 
falling 


off during the year under report in the e 


These figures, which were then noticed as open to great 
Hence, also, the apparent 
xport trade from Assam 


de 


into Bhutén. The decrease in the import trade with the Naga and 


Mishmi Hills is believed to be real. 


205. The following table shows the principal articles of import and 
export, and their total value, as compared with the previous year :— 


Imports. 





Imports into Assam from Timber. Bam boos, 
7 


1876-77. | 1877-78.) 1876-77. 


Caoutcehbouc. Blankets. 


1877-78. | 1876-77. | 1877-78. | 1876-77. | 1877-78. 


emmy rm cn | | ee | 


Re. Rs. Ra. 
Bh @eeeeaoeoeenegeeasvo ee eae eeeeeevecs 123 es ee esee 
Naga and Mishmi Hill ......... evel gous ue waite? ere 
Bill Tipperah. ......ccccccccccccecs 205 |1,37,070 | 14,440 |1,89,599 
Lushai Hills .....cccccseee. ai gavaiaisis 8,170 | 21,753 20 2,293 
Manipar eeeoveuaeveseeeeveeseteeeeeon eeese 5,623 1 10,050 











Total......| 8,875 |1,64,569 | 14,488 





Rs. Rs. 

14,519 
35,032 
83,857} |... |... 
210 850 bis’ eve waves 


Rs. Re. 
18,215 | 75,680 








1,561,942 | 93,380 |1,83,758 | 18,215 | 75,630 





Imports.—(Continued. ) 








Horses and 


Imports into Assam ° 
trom | Cotton, raw. ponies. Wax. 


Cotton piece- 


Gold. goods (Indian). 





| 1976-77. 1877-78. | 1876-77, 1877-78, | 1876-77. | 1877-78. 1876-77. | 1877-78. 1876-77. | 1877-78. 


——ee | ee | ee eee |e | eee | ee | eee 


Re. Bs. Rs Rs. Rs. Rs. 


Bhotén eoevecoe eee eevee esos 18,640 16,492 10,794 

Néga and Mishmi; .... dere aes es 6,900 | 4,564 
Hills, 

Hill Tipperah . 13,380 | 65,228 Keats saioede 

Lushai Hills ...... 610 686 jaro aes 750 552 

Manipur..... secve 350 885 8,010 6,420 450 849 























Total.... 14,290 66,299 mee 21,913 | #100) 16,259 | sees 15,820 | ue 10,239 


Exports. 





Silk manufac- 
tures, 






Betel-nuts, 
Exports from Aseam into 









Ra. Ra. Ra. Rs. 
Bhutan ....cccccccccccccccveccesces 1,50,315 32,809 1,120 1,036 
Naga and Mishmi Hills ..........+-| 4,672 | 7,895 | .... vcs 
Hill Tipperah.........cccsecccccecs eese eese s e 
Lushai Hills eeseoees toes esps esos aeeesn eeee eenee eeee 62 
Manipur @esceeesesvesceeseoenose Os eeaees 9) 11 20,000 26,993 








Total...... | 1,85,008| 40,715 | 21,120 | 28,081 | 11,505 | 27,067 


Cotton piece- 
goods(European).) goods (Indian). 





1876-77. | 1877-78 .| 1876-77. : 1877-78. | 1876-77. lnere -78. 


Cotton piece- 





1876-77, | 1877-78. 








Rs. Rs. Rs. Ra. 
4.566 144] .... 19,616 
1,876 1,978 ones see 
160 1,047 @eeoe eeee 
2,575 6,278 110 884 
2,388 | 17,615 eee geke 
110 | 20,000 
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Exports.—( Continued.) 
—————————— ee ——eooeo*qo*o—o>*q*eheoeeeee eee eS aa—aaaoewsmw’ 
Cotton t-ist 


| Cotton-twist 
: (Ind ian). 


Experts from Assam into (Luroupean). 





Opium. | Salt. 














—— ee - 


"1876-77 “1877-78. 1876-77. | 1877-78. 1876-77.| 1877-78.| 1876-77. 1877-8. 
' 7 | 
































| Sect! 
i 
BY Asad cs ikcare deed caasticas | coon Wee 280 836 sie, See 6 1 
Ny sian Miiial Hille. eesacaveees Boe seee | cess | 9,000{ 17893] 3.407 2.533 
Fiat Pin Gitlin s ccaticeesiweeweseen lt Guten wia.ece Sees wens o’sere wéves 203 3.263 
Lust ai His sess. Bee gna canees Gg, 107 45] “gor } It. 1,833 1178 
EMT YUE esac sieec ack eevee pw Sele a ets Leese og Vinee “a woe [ee saan 3 
Total.....- | 76. 11,751 1,143 | 9,00 | 17,893 | 506 17,777 





This statement exhibits an increase in the export trade in each 
article of trade except silk manufactures. The apparent falling off in the 
silk trade has already been explained to be due to an exaggerated return 
of the exports in the preceding year. 


SECTION 7.—PUBLIC WORKS. 


206. General.—The vear under report was favourable, in respect 
of accidents from storms, floods, and earthquakes. No damage of any 
consequence occurred from these causes. 


207. The following abstract will present a general view of the 
budget grants and expenditure of the year:— 


————— — —— 















































Bante ante Final grant. Outlay. 
IMPentaL SERVICES— Rs. Rs. Rs. 
NITICOES:. case bietiaetornewacenebsensanwewens 39,400 54,400 56,710 
Civt lh Das: stisesiaedcdsnaesanersieaas 18,130 18,130 14,419 
Bestalltshiient, -icvciees deviceceustocadses 14,070 14,070 17,746 
Tools and: plant’ seccvcsdsadieeauccecwuss|| seeneese’ Dives 1,100 
Barrack Departinent ..........ceceasceees 1,000 1,000 952 
Total, Imperial Services...... 72,600 87,600 90,927 
PROVINCIAL SERVICES— —_—— 
Civil Buildings ......cecscececceensceecees 1,97 ,500 2,05,110 2,10.869 
Communications... ..ccccccecsecccsceecces 2,10,100 2,53,490 - 2,38.041 
Miscellaneous Public Improvements. 900 900 1,257 
Establishment’ ccetvewssipeeiccsdeveases 2.52,000 2,52,000 244.352 
Pools an lant ciascsg vrGautsecievensete 25,000 24,0C0 22,777 
Protit and loss ..cccccsseeeeceeees Sivacssew  <Gutetdvie Se disies 705 
pedals 7,35,500 718.001 
Suspense balances ........sccsceesssesees 10,000 10,000 —5,816 
Total Provincial Services...... 6,95,500 7,45,500 712,185 
Loca SERVICES— —_—___ | ———_-—_— 
Civil Buildings .......00.. i ceceevosieaets 700 5,700 5 428 
COMMUNICATIONS — Lc ccee seen sececesee oes 57,233 73,268 60,444 
Miscellaneous Public Improvements. 500 16,500 16,170 
Establishinent  ......cccsccosseescescoenes sevaaagas detitedes ; 516 
Tools and plant ........... hapehusxncesines seseeee. UN! | etek eee V. “aesetas 
Total Local Services......... 58,433 | 95,468 82,558 


Grand Total......... 826,533 9,28,568 8,85,670 





PUBLIC WORKS. V7 


There has been a marked improvement in the proportion that 
establishment charges bear to the cost of works and repairs. 


208. Military Works.—The military works on which expenditure 
was incurred during the year were ail of a minor character. The more 
important of them were the following:—Substituting iren for thatch on 
the roof of the Commissariat godown at Sadiya; metalling the main 
roads of the cantonments at Dibrugarh aad Silchar; altering the 
Artillery Barracks at Shillong to accommodate the head-quarters wing 
of an additional regiment of Native Infantry; completing the rifle-range 
at Silchar; and opening up communications in the Naga Hills. 


209. Other Services.—The permanent post-office at aba com- 
menced in 1876-77, was completed, and a house was purchased fora 
telegraph-office at Gauhati, and a commencement made in re-roofing 
it with shingles. 


210. Provincial Buildings.—The principal work carried out during 
the year was the substitution of permanent roofs of iron or shingle 
for thatch on several of the court-houses of the Province. In the letter 
forwarding to the Government of India the Provincial budget for the 
year the Chief Commissioner pointed out that during the two preceding 
years he had considered it absolutely necessary to give as much money 
as possible for the prosecution of the Assam Trunk Road and the Shillong 
Cart-road, and to defer the work of improving buildings until these 
roads were completed. He said thai these roads would be in a sufficiently 
forward state to be treated as oren roads by the end of 1876-77, 
and that consequently in the budget for 1877-78 he had reduced the 
assignment for roads as much as possible and had increased the grant for 
buildings. He considered that the most urgent need of the Province was 
that the court-houses should be rendered secure against fire, and provision 
was accordingly made in the budget for beginning this work. During 
the year permanent roofs were put on the court-houses at Dhubri, 
Goalpara, Gauhati, Tezpur, Nowgong, Golighat, and Jorhét. The 

rmanent roofing of the Chief Commissioner’s official residence at 
hillong, which had been commenced in 1878-77, was completed. 

The new court-houses at Dibragarh and Shillong were also completed, 
and the additional offices for the court at Sylhet commenced. 

During the year under report the subject of jail improvement 
was also taken up. It has been proposed to do away with the namerous 
small district jails in Assam and to substitute: lock-ups for them, and to 
concentrate long-term prisoners in Central Juils. 

An estimate was sanctioned for large extensions to the Sylhet 
Jail, which is to be made the Central Jail for the Surma Valley. During 
the year, considerable progress was made with the extensions. The 
work is being carried out: by the prisoners under the supervision of the 
Public Works. Department. 

The project for a Central Jail for the. Brahmaputra Valley 
districts .is still under consideration; but, as extensions and alterations to 
the Gauhati Jail are absolutely necessary, whether it remain a District 
Jail or be selected for conversion into a Central Jail, work with 
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view to its improvement was undertaken during the year, and the pri- 
soners were employed in reclaiming some low ground for the improve- 
ment of the site and in manufacturing bricks. 

A permanent lock-up for twenty prisoners was commenced at 
Dhubri, and has since been completed. Materials were collected for a 
lock-up for thirty prisoners to replace the jail. at Godlpara, which has 
been abolished, and this work is now in progress. 

The new workshop at Gauhati, commenced in 1876-77, was 
completed, and is now being fitted up with steam machinery. The want 
of such a workshop has long been felt in Assam; hitherto it has been 
necessary to send to Calcutta for all iron-work. The Gauhati worksbop 
is conveniently situated for supplying all parts of the Assam Valley, 
and it will probably be of much use in connection with the improved 
steamer service which is now under consideration. 

Temporary buildings for the new  sub-divisional stations of 
Sunamganj, Karimganj, and Habiganj, in Sylhet, were commenced. 

The building of a chancel and belfry for the church at Shillong 
was also commenced, the expenditure being met from subscriptions. 


211. Assam Trunk Road.—A considerable amount of progress was 
made in effecting permanent improvements on 
this road, more especially on the section on the 
Bengal side of the Brahmaputra. ‘This section connects Dhubri with 
the main line through Kuch Behar. | 

Before the opening of the Northern Bengal State Railway, in 
March, 1878, the Assam mails were carried by the Purneah road to 
Titalya, and thence by Julpaiguri and Kuch Behar to Dhubri along the 
section of road under report. But they are now carried by the Northern 
Bengal State Railway to Rangpur, and thence by runners along a 
district road to Dhubri. There was much correspondence during the 
year about the construction of a road connecting Rangpur with Dhubri. 
It was at first proposed to improve and re-model the existing track, rid 
Kurigram and Balarhat, but this proposal was superseded by another to 
extend the railway from Rangpur to the Teesta River, and to make a road 
thence on the alignment that would be followed by a railway, if extended 
to Dhubri, so that the road might be fit for conversion into a railway 
hereafter. The latter proposal having been adopted by the Government 
of Bengal, the Chief Commissioner also accepted it, and issued orders 
for the construction of the portion of the road in Assam territory. An 
additional grant of Rs. 40,000 was given by the Chief Commissioner 
for the extension of whatever road might be decided on from Rangpur 
to Dhubri. But, when it became evident that there would be delay in 
the laying out of the road on the lines of a railway, a part of the grant 
was re-appropriated to the improvement of the existing line of Assam 
Trunk Road from Kherbari, on the Kuch Behar boundary, to Khagra- 
bari, a village 12 miles from Dhubri, which is about the point where the 
future railway line and the existing Trunk Road will coincide. A length 
of 15 miles was thus re-constructed on a new and more direct alignment, 
and provided with masonry bridges and culverts. The earthwork was 
completed, and all the bridges were well advanced during the year, and 


Roads. 
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have been completed since. The outlay has resulted in the reduction of 
the distance by two miles, and in a good 16-foot road, well raised above 
the floods and bridged with masonry bridges throughout the above 
length, the only break being at the Byduk, where a ferry is maintained. 

e road was maintained in proper order throughout its length, and 
attention was paid to the improvement of the inspection-bungalows and 
serais. 


212. Shillong Cart-road.—The work of the Shillong Cart-road is 
still in progress. The earthwork.was nearly completed, but in many 
places rock-blasting remains still to be done. Those parts of the road 
which get cut up by the cart-traffic during the rains are being graduall 
metalled out of the annual repair grant; but, with the increasing aie 
traffic, it will be necessary to undertake the metalling of the road asa 
special work, or else there will be risk of the traffic being stopped in 

e rains. The timber bridge over the Digru river. at Burnihat was 
satisfactorily completed during the year at a cost of Rs. 13,858. 


213. Sylhet and Cachar Road.—Towards the close of the year, the 
construction of two timber bridges on the Sylhet and Cachar Road 
between Ramnagar rifle-range and Silchar were taken in hand, and 
completed ata cost of Ra. 2,238, against an estimate amounting to 
Rs. 2,278. The expenditure under the head of Annual Repairs to the 
road was Rs. 16,193. <A part of this outlay was incurred in the con- 
struction of two masonry bridges, each having a span of 16 feet, on the 
first section from Sylhet to Atgram, and in throwing a good deal of' 
earthwork on the second section, from Atgram to Silchar. There is a 
large quantity of material collected for the bridges, which has not been 
hitherto utilized, because no money has been allowed of late years for 
the construction of the road. But, as the road, though not com- 
pleted according to the finished design for the work, is still used as an 
open road, it has been determined, in the course of ordinary repairs, to 
make use, as far as possible, of the material qs at site, instead of 
observing the technical difference between expenditure on original works 
and repairs which the rules of the Public Works Department ordinarily 
require. It is anticipated that the whole road in the second section, 
from Atgram to Silchar, will now be above the flood-level, parts of 
which otherwise would have been submerged during the rains, and the 
traffic stopped on the 56th, 58th, 59th, 62nd, 63rd, 69th, and 75th miles. 


214. Branch Roads.—The only original work’undertaken during the 
year was the widening and completing the road from Koliabor to the 
steamer-station at Silghat, which is the principal outlet for the trade of 
the Nowgong district. This road has been in progress since 1876-77, 
and about one-half of the work was done up to the close of the year 
under report. A _ self-acting double-rope ferry was put up at the 
Kuoritol crossing over the Kallang river, and it appeared to act well, so 
long as the Kallang river had a current in it. The road would have 
been completed, but for the failure of local labour, of which there is but 
little available in this part of the Nowgong district. 


215. Accommodation for travellers.—Da&k-bungalows, completely 
farnished and provided with servants, have been opened to the public at 
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Dhubri, Goalpara, Gauhati, Tezpur, Nowgong, Dibrugarh, Nungpoh, 
Shillong, Cherra Poonjee, Chhatak, Sylhet, and Cachar, and temporary 
bungalows are also annually built at most of the steamer landing-places 
on the river bank in the Assam Valley, and provided with a small amount 
of furniture. On the road between Gauhati and Sylhet there are travel- 
lers’ bungalows at Burnihat, Umsning, Mofflong, and Therria. Sibsagar 
is now the only sudder station where there is no dik-bungalow, and 
materials are being collected for erecting one there. 


216. Miscellaneous Public Improvemente.—An increased demand for 
the supply of water in the station of Shillong necessitated the construc- 
tion of an aqueduct from the Crinoline Falls to the station. This was 
taken in hand and completed during the year at a cost of Rs. 1,233. 


Locat SERVICES. 
217. The following works were carried out under this head :— 


218. Constructing a timber bridge over the Kakadanga, on ithe Dhodor 
Alli.—The roadway of this bridge was planked over and opened for 
traffic. 

219. Drainage of the Gauhdti Station—The country behind the 
station of Gauhati is a vast swamp, which is annually submerged by 
the overflow of the Brahmaputra, and the exhalations from it have been 
always recognized as the cause of much unhealthiness. The drainage 
and reclamation of these swamps bas been a project much desired for 
many years, probably as long as Gauhati has been in British possession, 
but it had continued to be only a project, because the apparent magni- 
tude of the work and hopelessness of finding money for it has caused it 
to be regarded as a piece de resistance, always to be set aside for future 
consideration under more favourable circumstances. Instructions were 
at last issued for the reduction of the project to a definite shape in 
August, 1875, and in November, 1877, estimates were sanctioned for 
preliminary work at a cost of Rs. 36,000, the sum appropriated for 
expenditure during the year being Rs. 16,000. The work which has 
been sanctioned is as follows :— 

(1) Two sluices to be erected in the culverts which exist in the 
dvke which runs on the right bank of the Bhorolu stream, 
and by which the flood of the Brahmaputra finds entrance 
into the swamps behind Gauhati. 

(2) A large catchwater-drain to be constructed on the proper 
contour level between the swamps and higher portion of the 
town, so as to intercept the foul water draining off the latter, 
and discharge it directly into the river. 

(3) The deepening of the swamps which lie nearest to the town, 
and converting them into ornamental tanks or reservoirs. 


All the money allowed for expenditure in the year was spent, 
and about one-third of the work comprised in the project was accom- 


plished. 
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220. Local Roads.—There has again been considerable improvement 
im the works connected with local roads. No new works of special 
importance were undertaken, but a fair amount of permanent improve- 
ment was effected. The expenditure sanctioned for the year amounted 


to Rs. 1,96,829, and that actually incurred to Rs. 1,72,124, made up as 
follows :— 


Rs. 
Original W OLkw svsiawssiascciidecdiacisearkciseiacececeessasceneeeee 39,227 
ROP MAFO ca ccace nk cedduesosccecacecenorsescuesy cocucescacawatensecacness 1,08,519 
Besta lish Ment: :éssccesccigcces sc ccGovse' de teewssveesesteveceeceseaess 22,162 
TOGIG ONG PIOUE. sccce.secccssscauced aves cloeccgasaenoceuseceedtoves 396 
ROL ONG iiveccscccaseceveedsasensuss.chsvsacen dash vucntuswesuies sh ecssest 820 
Total ......... 1,72,124 





In many instances members of the Road Committees and other 

gentlemen rendered considerable assistance in undertaking and 

* supervising work, and in making contributions towards roads in which 

they are specially interested. It is chiefly due to such assistance that 
the charge for establishment is so small. 

District Engineers were maintained im the Godlpara, Kamrup, 

and Cachar districts, and overscers in the Sylhet and Nowgong districts. 


221. In Goalpéra the Bengal Road-cess Act (Act X. of 1871) is 
in force, and the assessments under that Act produce a fair income. 


Post-OFFICES. @ 


222. There was a steady extension in the operations of the Post-office. 
throughout the Province during the year under report. At the end of 
March, 1878, there were in all 255 postal receptacles, against 209 at 
ret close of the previous year. These receptacles are divided as 
ollows :— 


Post-offices, Letter-boxes. Rural messengers. Total. 
In 1876-77 20... ..ccc0e 82 31 96 209 
5 ASTT 18 wisvacesdens 92 38 125 255 


In 1876-77 there were 1,263 miles of sl te mail lines. Durin 


the course of the year under review eight such new lines were opened, 
making a total of 1,2724 miles at the close of the year. 


223. The correspondence delivered through the post-office is steadily 
increasing. The following is a return for the past four years:— 


Number of covers. 
NO T6a 15 eaccscnsseosciecisccievuiaeccece 1,700, 
DB 7B= 1B sen cccsecicatscwacecsveeacties aceaes 1,723,738 
PB16 970 civcccsseecdiase a isodicceeseavecss 1,775,725 
BOE 2 18 hicscaisunsetxtes esueenscceucees 1,898,473 


This statement shows an increase of 1:3 and 6 per cent., respectively, 
during the luet three years. 


4 


224. The following comparative statement shows the correspondence 


received for delivery in the post-offices of the several districts during 
the years 1877-78 :— 
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| 2 8 4 | 8 
Ao Gee eee 
Number of covers : 
Number of covers passin; 
passing thronogh : 
| the post office. through the police. 
Namber of Number of ead 
Districts. Imperial post- | rural messengers 
offices. (I:nperial). Number of covers Number of 
received for covers received Posted. 
delivery in the for delivery 
post office. by the police. 


| | 
plone #8. | 3816 i.j1977-76 1876-77. | 1877-78. |1sze-r7. wsrt70| sve ct. [1ss- 78 




















Kamrip ...... 10 1 14 16 934 572 196,005 268 2,368 I 

Darrang ....e- 3 3 4 6 68,620 wwe 

Nowgong ...- 6 6 é 8 126,655 105,120 

Sibsagar ...... 13 13 12 15 273,020 299,300 

Lakhimpur .. 6 7 4 6 15 4,395 198,560 wee sew ee 

Khnsi Hills .. 3 3 ae 1 188.154 134,330 911 781 575 

Naga Hills.... 1 1 included in Sibsagar eoee eeoe esee 

arn : 

Bylhet ....0... 18 22 30 41 273,129 865,365 [20,806 | 34,006 | 19,474 

Cachar...-cece 10 10 14 18 260,610 266,813 wales sees Ses 

Gouipara .... 12 15 13 17 216,521 222,285 | 13,066 5,293 6,339 

Garo Hills .... 1 1 eseeo f— eevee $$ eee ee FF jseseeee eoee eecee eve 
Total .... 82 92 96 125 |1,740,676 {1,856,025 | 35,049 (42.448 | 96389 








225. At the close of the year 1877-78 there were six regist:red 
publications in Assam. Under the orders of 
the Government of India, registration through 
the post-office has been discontinued from the Ist April, 1878. 


Registered publications. 
& 


226. Fifteen persons were prosecuted and punished for varions 
Prosecutions foroffencesagainst Offences committed against the Post-office Act, 
the Post-office Act, of these, ten were post-office servants. 


227. Sylhet and Goalpara are the only regulafion districts in the 
Province in which the Zemindari Dak Act 
[VITI. ( B.C.) of 1862] is in operation, ant 
where a fixed amount has been set apart for the entertainment of a local 
postal establishment, the main object of which is the conveyance of 
police and revenue despatches. 

In both districts the local post-office is under the management. of 
_the General Post-office. 

in Sylhet a sum of Rs. 10,399-12 was sanctioned for the district 
post-oftice. At the beginning of the year there were ten district 
post-offices and 477 miles of district postal lines in the district. During 
the vear two district offices were closed, and six new district offices were 
opened. 

: In Goalpara a sam of Rs. 175 is granted monthly as a subsidy 
towards the keeping up of five district post-offices, two rural messencers, 
and 90 miles of district mail lines. This arrangement works satisfactorily. 

Kamrup is the only other district where a subsidy is granted to the 
Postal Department for local purposes. 


District post. 
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TELEGRAPHS. 


228. The new line extending from Gauhati to Dibrugarh having 
been completed during the previous year, the operations of this depart- 
ment during the year under review were restricted mainly to the main- 
tenance of existing lines. The oe works were carried out during 
the year, viz., the re-construction of the line from Bhakwamari (opposite 
Dhubri) to Gauhati, along the Trunk Road, distance 129 miles (with 
the Goalpara line looped in at Agyah); the dismantling of the line from 
Bhak waméri to Goalpara, and from thence to Gauhati, distance 125 miles; 
and the putting in order and materially strengthening the Kushiara 
River crossing. In addition to the above, estimates have been ordered 
of the cost of removal of the line in the Dhansiri Valley from the old 
to the new road; steps were taken to improve the station lines at Gauhati 
and Shiliong, and the ordinary supports of the several river crossings on 
the Gauhati-Dibrugarh line were replaced by tubes, which, it is antici- 
pated, will carry the wire sufficiently high for all ordinary traffic. 

The proposal for extension of telegraphic communication on the 
morth bank of the Brahmaputra, from Gauhati to Tezpur, was under 
discussion during the year, and the route was ordered to be surveyed. 
The report has been received since the close of the year. 

The question of a line from Dibrugarh to Sadiya was also dis- 
cussed during the year. This extension would be in many respects 
desirable, as Sadiya is an important military outpost, and there are several 
large tea-gardens in this direction to which the facility for telegraphic 
communication would be a great convenience. 

The Shillong office was raised during the year from the third to the 
second class. ° 

The sanction of the Director-General has been accorded to ,the 
_ raising of the ne office to the second class. 

An estimate of the cost of strengthening the Shillong-Sylhet line 
has been ordered to be made. 

There were some cases of theft of straining-screws on the Sylhet 
line during the year, and one case on the Dibrugarh, line] was brought 
to notice. 

The total amount realized on messages despatched from Assam du- 
ring the year was Rs. 36,196-8-8, showing an increase of Rs. 15,102-8-8, 
as compared with the preceding year. This increase is most marked. 
The cost to the department of the telegraph establishment in the 
Province during the = was Rs. 32,541-4-6. The collections, therefure, 
exceeded the cost of working by Rs. 3,655-4-2, but of the total receipts 
Rs. 8,830-8 were on account of State messages. 
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CHAPTER V. 


REVENUE AND FINANCE. 


A.—IMPERIAL REVENUE anp FINANCE. 


229. The following statement shows the gross receipts of Assam, 
secon of Imperial and Provincial Services, Local and Municipal 
unds. 
These receipts amounted in 1877-78 to Rs. 84,46,293. The refunds 
therefrom, and the total charges of collection, came to Rs. 11,95,698. 


The net receipts therefore were sus ee Ra. 72,62,714 
In 1876-77, the net receipts amounted to... ,, | 66,60,900 





These figures show a net increase in 1877-78 of ,,  6,01,814 
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charges against income. 
















































a“ > . te 
$ | 83 oie E 
Bigs ($52 |3 
Sources of Income. E Be \Es Total 
ae ee a le 
d |Se (28 g é gf 
2 S$ 3 -3 es b 
B | B4 |esee' ge 4 
2 ; | aod |2588 sz 3 | 32 
5 SB |s5s (gasa 95 Z Zz 
Imperial. Re Re 
a renee eeeeeer eee eeeeseeeee eee eee 36,81 845 9,332 8,17,880 48,398 eee 8,75,610 27,56,23% "ee. 
wWetk dbsdtatdesedebrcabacwégetanree 1,34.326| 1,247) 99,040) .... scoce | 100,587) 84,039) ...20 
acon spirits and drugs . essceces |16,26,664) 2,368) 11,026 .... Sear 13,594 16,12,270) .... 
Total Territorial .... |53,91,833) 12,947) 9,27,946| 48,398] .... | 9,89,291 44,02,542) .... 
Stamps “*eeeeeee eeereeeeeeee eee eeewene 5ST 0N1 1,237 12,549 eeese eeee 13,786 5,238,405 eee 
PRD kta dadcrtssrcddenvataresewaeass 1,33,953) .... | 146,072) ..0. coos | 146,072) , 12,119 
Miscellaneous sbave 8,676) .... sue asens os Ay 8,676) .... 
Law and Justice .. General fees, fines, and 
forfeitures ........ $1,285'21,145| .... shiis 21,145; 60,140) .... 
Interest TO er eee ee eee eee 6,444 669 eehe eve 569) . 
Receipts on account of superannuation and 
compassionate allowances ....... 1,665) .... bees sees oe 
Gain by exchange on transactions with 
London “eee eee ewe ee wnee eee eee een eee eens eee eee . . ** 
SEOUIAGOUR 5 ich ck cad accconsocdesesiaes 42,424) 12,14 ; nee 
Total Imperial .... |62,23,371| 48,040/10,86,567| 48,398] .... 11,83,005'50,52,485/ 12.119 
Provincial, 

Imperial allotment for Provincial services . |16,76,000) .... | ... ‘ tee 
Land Revenue. . 8,031) : *- 
tis we dieses wie 88,845) : se 
Registration .. 18,608, 555 ‘ ee 

Departmental receipts ..< Police ........ 5,243, 18 . oe 
Education dase 23,029) ‘ zs ‘ : 
[ Medical soseNews 8,601) oe. | os. | 5 
Printing ...... 1,505 1 . : ° 

Miscellaneous receipts...........ss.eeee 2,830) . ; 

Public Works ...... eer ee Seer eee eee enne 8,411 . 

eS canes 
Total Provincial ....|17,81,19f| 574) .... ‘ae 
Local Funds, 

Assam Local Funds eee eee eee eee ee ewe eee 66,832 “eee eee reer eee 

District Improvement Fund ...........+.. | 2,68,328) .... | .... ata’ ooe 

District Post Fund eee ee eee eee ee ee ee ee 13,460 eee eee * 

Cantonment eee eee eee eee eee eee ee ee ee 8,204 . ** ** . 

Assam Williamson Educational Endowment 

Pund. eee eee eee en eee eet ee eee er eee een eae 5,304 sere vree eeee 
Total of Local Funds.. | 857,128] .... |... | ssc. * * 
Total Provincial Services and Local Funds 21,38,321/ 674! .... | .... |sse.| 69491,87,747| . 


Mounicipalities eee eee eee eee ete eee ewene 84,601 seer eee eene eee see 84,601 


Gross Receipts .... 84,46,298 48,614 10,86,567) 40,398 pea 11,88,57% 72,74,898 19,119 
SS NS 


Deduct net charges.. 12,119 
Net receipts........ 72,62,714 
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The increase is thus distributed :— 





f Net Revenue in— Difference in 1877-78. 




















Cisss of Revenue. | 
| 1876-77. | 1877-78. | More. | Less 
S { i 

Re Re Res Rs 

TiMNVGPMAal. -icdopechiecswaveesievessevsvoeste 44.56.738 | 50.40.366 | 583,628 | ...... 

PROC ine ial. ecsductsearecaveesssecessteanca 17.64,089 | 17.80,619 16,530 | —«...e. 
Dis al Funds scree sacsascsiavtecsiccues 3,49,937 | 357.128 CAS | .desten _ 
Municipalities ...........ccccscscesscseees 90,136 84,601 | ......... 5,535 
WOUG) Sic tc macessteseens 66,60,900 | 72,62,714 | 6,07,349 5,535 

ea 
6,01,814 





Of the important increase under Imperial Services, Rs. 60,600 
are owing to certain corrective transfer-book entries, and to this extent 
the increase is nominal. There is a real net increase under the three 
heads classed as “ Territorial revenue,” viz., Land Revenue, Forests, and 
Excise, as shown below, of Rs. 4,76,824 :— 





Rs. 
1877-78, siet reCelPtS ss acs ecawesiedsnsacesseswaveevexs oceeseceu ses 44,02 542 
1876-77, ditto Sosssiswaseuvsusewaceeacess ewisseveuseswaseus 39,25,718 
Net increase ...........- pt ececauaeee 4,76,824 





—a 


This increase is distributed between the three heads in the 
following proportion :— 


Re. 
BANG, NOV ENUE® civeveucoularccecicnaees cael eGesusaecrertecGepioades 2,56.659 
BPO SU Se cccees ceeerec tics wees ae eee AB eS Laws Were ees Sas weteeed 4°? 391 
EGREISE. Acideccupedugoanc eeee snierdabsaeteewesieed souls cauawpeneeaecanies 1,077,774 
EOLA. ove sesasouteavectus catse 4,76,824 


A considerable portion (npwards of one lakh) of the increase 
under “Land Revenne’”’ is the result of a change in the date on which the 
last. instalment of land revenue is collected in the Sylhet district. 
Formerly, it fell due on 15th April, but in 1877-78 it was ordered to 
be collected within the official vear, or on the 15th March. The kists 
of two years were thus collected in 1877-78, increasing abnormally the 
revenue of that year by the amount named. The remaining excess is 
due to the growth of the revenue, and is partially the result of the 
recent settlements in Sylhet and the Assam Valley. 

Under “Forests,” the increase is due chiefly to the levy ofa 
tax on timber standing on waste land sold. In 1876-77, the expendi 
ture exceeded the receipts by Rs. 8,352, while in 1877-78, although the 
charge was enhanced by abont Res. 11,000, there is a surplus of 
Rs. 34,000. 
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Under “ Excise” the increased revenue is due to a fiscal change, 
and is represented by the sale-proceeds of the monopoly to sell opium 
within a certain area. 

The more important increases under other heads pertain to 
Stamps (Rs. 57,000) and Miscellaneous (Rs. 16,000). The former is 
due to the normal increase under that class of revenue; and the latter 
to certain book-transfers for deposits remaining unclaimed after the 
time prescribed for their payment. The only other point to notice is 
that the post-office has worked with a net charge of Rs. 12,000 only, 
against Rs. 18,000 in 1876-77, thus showing an improvement of 
Rs. 6,000. By net charge is meant the difference between income and 
expenditure. Thus, in 1877-78,— 





Rs. 
tho receipts amounted to .......cccccsscscscsscccscscesssccesece 1,33,953 
and the expenditure to .........sscscccsssscecccccces scssecses 1,46,672 
The net charge being .......c.csscecscsecscscssscsscecvecceenes 12,119 


The inconsiderable increases under Provincial and Local Funds, 
and the decrease under Municipalities, call for no detailed remarks; they 


oes represent the normal fluctuations to which those services are 
iable. ° 


230. The following statement exhibits the expenditure against the 
“Net income” of the Province, and brings out the surplus revenue in 
1877-78 and the preceding year, after meeting all Imperial, Provincial, 


Local, and Municipal charges. The comparison between the two years 
is as follows:— 


Re. 
Surplus revenue, 1877-78 ...... icechWacewlecuseseee coecscesccces 20,21,847 
Ditto 1876-77 COCOHS PO SOHH COOH EOOAEOTOHSOEOOSESCHLEDEESCHOS CEOEROEOE 20,44,477 


Improvement in 1877-78 ..........0 nina dase Gasssdsudevevusnce 4,77,370 








Amonnt. 
Bubject of Expenditure. 


1876-77, | 1877-78. 





IMPERIAL. Rs. Rs. 
Interest on Savings Bank and other accounts............ 3,186 4,178 
Civil and Political Establishinents and contingencies— 3,07,180 3,23,805 
1876-77. 1877-78, 
Administration.............0. 1,79,699 1,83,111 
Minor establishments...... 15,627 19,870 
Ecclesiastical .............0. 17,006 16,894 
Medical ...........ccesceseees 65,069 i 
Political iscssiess. stsctsessscecesc 29,779 36,930 
Total....... -- 98,07,180  3,23,806 
Judicial charges, courts, EC. ........cccecescessccees woueeeees 4,84,367 4,75,498 
Soperannuation and retired allowances..............cesee : 37,890 49,898 
Miscellaneous ...... ieibiowacesee chases Geuseucvesness Cacueensaccess 10,705 10,360 
Allotment for Provincial Services...... Seieacannaneseseiss se 16,69,788 16,76,000 





Total Imperial......... 25,183,116 | 25,89,789 
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Amount. 
Bubject and Expenditare. 
1876-77. 1877-78, 
PROVENCIAL SgRvVICEs AND LocaL FuNpDS, 
Provincial. 
Land Revenue ......... Gave vere veoacaaeeee easajwe- Sodeuseseces 16,746 
PORGGCB ie cccssnaetd deep eectinweneaeeticesueseuedvavicesseurebeees 868 
EXCis©  acasccsacees gaccdWaecavacnevecewsasensamascseweatensieuseses 603 
Administration ,...... wala tisleeraicibousdu a busleb acamawteasGansoenseea des 100 
Minor Departinenta .cciscicscsisesesecsseescccdsesssecewnescasas 4,172 
Law ONG JUBtiCe® 5 ccccseuinsecusvcuss<ectecessyceevieweveeeesnss 8,622 
AUS: coscaunccweveceencouces devecgasapnesscesenswansniaesoasse 1,19,470 
RE GIStr AVION: piceess ves vicsweaceasvessetevesesevcstoumensers 15, 
Police ...... Gab weet udesisuaecccveccsa bauegons eu udieatsuataenes 6,06,786 
PGGUCAUION: ccesccacivensiossdusdonssecuvacsevsncach ss ansénsacuaees 1,63,171 
Beclesisatical :vsiccicscstsvsses cowawssucececasescssvetiaeseeusssees 604 
Medical Services ...........scsssecvcescsccessccccccccceccescsccs 532 
Stationery and Printing .......... sebanicsawndanssushwooswencys 23,475 
Poltical AZencies .sicsvisececsecvescscsscssedsssscionsvapereesss 172 
$SCO) AGO IG So siencisivevnsndecdstintsien. Wacinscscidedestoseneataes 38,7 

Public Works, Ordimary ..........c.c.sccscscsscscscccccsceees 7,12,186 

Total, Provincial......... 16,78,046 

Local Funds. 

Assam Locak Funds ..... sawuigessee wensewavess saceaeeeve baeaseees 53,769 

District Improvement Fund. ............ceccesscescesessanece 2,78,039 

District Post Fund  ......ccccccccess Lalugiwe Sones oeedeuecousn sees 9,498 

Cantonment Fund _.........:.scccccsscsenvecececovecesecccsess ; 2,673 

Assam Williamson Educational Endowment Fund .,.. 5,334 
Total Local Funds......... 349,313 3,70,927 
Total Provincial Services and Local Funds......... 20,27,359 21,15,871 
Municipalities ........cccsscseee ieseseseisesases eveccecesenedcese 75,948 85,257 
Grand Total......... 46, 16,423 47,40,867 
Net receipts as in Statement, No. I. .0.............sceeenees 66,60,900 72,62,714 
Surplus .......ccccccscsccrscsescsccesvacs ebdacessssbsbesesacovexs 20,44,477 25,21,847 





The improvement thus shown may be distributed as follows:— 





1876-77. 1877-78. 
Class of revenue 
and charges. Net Expendi- 
revenue. a Surplus.) Deficit. 
Re Re Re Re 
Imperial .......00. ——- 44:56,788 28,18,116 |19,48,622 
Provincia} ......0 17,064,069 16,78,046 86,043 
Local ..ccccccccee 8,49,937 849,313 6 
Municipal ........ 90,186 75,948 14,188 


Total....|  66,60,000| 46,16,438 |20,44,477| .... 
90,44,477 
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231. In respect to Imperial transactions, the comparison between 
the two years is as follows:— 








Ra. 
VST 1-1 sseck isis sacceesetadanenonnsacceunesoucssones 25,00,627 
BSUG= 00 iiss vnssevesobsnssciesteawloniecsanstedeasveaen 19,432,622 
Net improvement in 1877-78 — ...........ceeeees 5,57,005 
This improvement is thus accounted for— 

Improvement in net revenue ............ceeeeeees 5,83,628 
Increased expenditure ........ccccsscsccscscsecseces 26,623 

§,57,005 





This increased expenditure may thus be apportioned, viz.:— 


Increase. Decrease. 


Rea. Be. 

EMVCKOSE:  hcesewidieieccst-lascissacaseecescseues 1,000 ___...... 
Adininistration  ..........ccscccevccescccccecs 4,000 sn sees 
Minor Departments............secsssceeserses 4,000 
Ecclesiastical .......ccccssccsecsscscsccsccseces deowiews - <epagee 
MEdICG): <sccvccscwssscdebseaivssersisaccesswcers 2,000 ___...... 
Political charges  .......sscccccescccssscesee 7,000... 
Judicial charges  .........ccccccscscccceseee — eeeees 9,000 
SuperannuationsS — ........seccsceeseeeee acess 12,000) saeee 
Miscellaneous: sco ciccssccsseseseiicsaveersates,. csseese “saseee 
Allotment for Provincial Services ...... 6,000 ___...... 
LOG). . anwssctiveeicesasiesseesstsecsecs 36,000 9,000 
a | 

27,000 





The increase of Rs. 1,000 under “Interest”? is due to the 
development of the deposits in district savings banks. 

The -increase of Rs. 4,000 under “ Administration” is about 
equally divided between the Civil Secretariat and the Office of Civil 
Accounts. Under the former it is caused by the extra expense for 
officiating allowances in connection with three months’ niles leave 
granted to the Secretary, under the latter by temporary establishment 


charges. 

The increase under ‘Minor Departments” (Rs. 4,000) is due 
to charges for the Paris Exhibition, for statistical establishments, &c., &c. 

Under “Medical” the excess of Rs. 2,000 is due to the employment 
of officers of higher grades than in 1876-77. 

Under “Political” there is generally some exceptional charge. 
In 1876-77 there was the Imperial Assemblage at Delhi, and the public 
rejoicings on lst January, 1877, which cost Rs. 15,000 in this Province; 
while in 1877-78 an expedition was sent into the Naga Hills, involving 
a charge to this head of Rs. 22,000. The difference between these two 
charges accounts for the increase in 1877-78. 

nder “Judicial charges” there was a decrease of Rs. 9,000, 

caused chiefly by the absence of officers on leave. 

Under “Superannuations’ the increase is caused by new 
pensions: Rs. 8,000 of this is the sum of two pensions drawn at 


N 
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Shillong, and the charge may be expected to increase as that station 
becomes better known and more accessible. 

The increase under “Allotments for Provincial Services” is due 
to the appointment of an Inspector-General of Police and Jails, the 
allotment on account of whom was not drawn for the whole of the 
vear 1876-77. 

232. Under Provincial Services the comparison is:— 





&. 
LTA. alctcuveacnetisiieh. 2 ee heites naa. stag uaueieees 86.043 
EOPIAUS'. juice obane de veraciduticsaowheeuseticis :idugigel esate: 35,675 
Falling off in 1877-78 .......0.se000 50,368 
which is made up thus:— 

ENCES ARE CNALRCH Vecics apeccessdasubeecuestavaveowseses 66,898 
Tcreased receipts......ccsccsscscscsesescccerseccencnces 16.530 

50,368 





The increased expenditure may be divided as follows, viz.:— 
} y ’ 


Minor Departments .........scccccsee cooee cnsees 5,000 
AD AIG aside darcuesscuweiracimanesteeutuadaeweanes 4000 asa 
TRCQISETALION:. cscvccdeceseuedcegscsnseseeasaces S:000:. -vseeéees 
POCO ea duGek cst sce oneud soso cuesawecneeck 15,000 si ...... 
Palin concen cecw ss eal teottanaccaeeukeiee-. . 25ae0k 5,000 
Medical Services ..........cccececcescescccvees 3,000 iiewes 
Stationery and Printing.......ccsccsseeeeee 4,000 sz... 
NErSeOl NN GOUR: aisccdsaexercnadossvenestostacd: Aaseus 16,000 
Public Works ............. gusaesunecewecates 63,000 __...... 

92,000 26,000 

Ma et pe ell 

66,000 





In 1876-77 it was necessary, in order to bring the expenditare 
within the assets, to work every department at the lowest possible cos. 
In 1877-78 there was no occasion for such rigid economy, as the opere- 
tions of the previous vear resulted in a balance at credit of the 
Administration of Rs. 1,16,974. This will explain some of the mmor 
increases. 

The increase under “Police” and “Jails” is accounted for by 
the appointment of an Inspector-General of Police and Jails late in the — 
year 1576-77, the accounts for which do not consequently show a whole 
year’s expenditure on this account. 

Money being available, the Public Works Department was 
allowed to spend more than it did in 1876-77; extra funds were ae 
at its disposal late in the year for the prosecution of work on the Dhubr- 
Rangpur Koad; and the new sub-divisional buildings in Sylhet. 

The decrease under “Minor Departments” is due to the 
reduction of the Model Farm establishment at Shillong, that under 
“Education” to reductions ordered in previous years. The expenditare 
under this head is still far in excess of the allotment transferred from 
Bengal on the formation of the Province of Assam. 
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The decrease under “Miscellaneous” is due to certain arrear 
charges having been disbursed in 1876-77, 


233. Under “Local Funds” there was a deficit of Rs. 13,799 in 
1877-78, against a small surplus of Rs. 624 in the previous year. This 
is more than accounted for by contributions made from the accumulated 
balances of the Assam Local Fund to District Improvement Funds. 


The districts aided were as follows:— 


Re 

Cachet: ics oicacacckiecdvsdecuenaeeeeies sieasteeedasecas, ©0000 
CATO aes acaccieccscanenesssasaadsaassersatenesiaees- vO O00 
FOWASE FU IB  caceediceseessess cies sends ieodacstueciueees ... 9,000 
SYNGE. vcccenssed odesadesienwucecedecs Sociveeusescucoeeetias . 5,000 
22,000 





A contribution of Rs. 1,000 was also granted to the Shillong 
(Municipal) Town Improvement Fund. 


234. The ways and means of the Province may be summarized as 
follows :— 

















Reoei pta. | Amonnt. Expenditure. Amount. 
: Re 
Cashbalance of last year, including Rs. 240 
on account of Post-office, added after IMPERIAL. Re 
the Administration Report of 1876-77 
was clomed ....20.ccccee Civestenveces 29,50,918 || Expenditure as per Statement No. 2 .. 25,839,739 
& Miscellaneous advances and advances 
IMPERIAL. to cultivators ....... Side cawatews nes 1,07,381 
Re-payments of deposits ..........4- 4,90,33 
Me revenue, as per Statement ss - Tonga and Bullock ee oe a isan 
On). icick tence bec vtec’ ’ 60,40,366 || Bills discha on OCA. cececccces ; 
Leas revenue charges ae rged Other Govern- 
as per No.1....... 12,119 other treasuries. ments .....- 45,47,812 
Re-payments of miscellaneous advances Local cash remittances ..........e00. 21,832,101 
and advances to cultivators .......... 1,02,994 || Public Works Department .......... 8,53,398 
puieeceaeeewaswaes sean ete ks . 652,778 Ditto Telegraph ......-e000. 86,264 
Tonga and Bullock Train Services ..... . 6,673 || OtherGovernments { Money order .... 1,81,696 
Bills Lota 6s.00is cs adc sian ees 2,37,061 Civil. Miscellaneous.... 13,77,886 
drawn | Other Governments ...... 10,68,705 || Military Department ............. eee] 11,01,781 
Loeal cash remittances ........ swndeus i 21,32,151 Goes 
Pablic Works Department ....-...esse0 8,67,853 Total Imperial.......... 1,86,80,188 
Ditto Telegraph. ...c0sscceees ; 43,421 —_—- 
Other Governments, { Money orders ... 3,24,730 


tb seo 
Milttary Department .....6...0cceseee- 1,63,779 || PROVINCIAL pil AND LOCA, 
a UNDS. 
Total Imperial..........+. | 1,39,39,083 


Expenditure as per Statement No. 2.. 21,15,871 

















PROVINCIAL SERVICES AND LOCAL Advances recoverable’. ......2..ccceee coeese 
FUNDS. Suspense account .....scccccccccscess | neecce 
Permanent advances ...ccccsccscccee | ceesee 
Receipts as per Statement No, 1 eeoevecere 21,837,747 Cash recoveries eee ee ree testes eeancesanes | esecee 
Advances recoverable ...cccccsccsccccce | seccce Total Provincial Services and Local |——-————~ 
Suspense POOOUTUS « cc cw mm mer nw ewes cccse 445 Funds eee enBrenersOeeseseesetoroes 21,165,871 
Permanent @VaNCeS ..cceccsncccccccce | seece . . — —__-—_—— 
a a eT ec acenveeee | «iceman Municipalities, as per Statement No. 2 85,257 
Total of Provincial Services and Local |—— 
PUES cancun decdascacsiagacxees inkn ere 21,38,192 LOCAL poses eeewes 1,58,81,286 
Municipalities, as per Statement No.1 .. 84,601 |} Cash balance at end of year.......... 82,31,528 
Grand Total.......eee.. | 1,91,12,794 Grand Total.......... 1,91,12,794 


en ND 
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235. The peculiarities ofthe resource operations in Assam have been 
fully explained in previous years’ Administration Reports, and need not 
further be referred to here. It seems sufficient to say that in 1877-78. 
the operations were affected by the Madras famine, which ‘ra the 
remittance to Assam of the full amount needed for supply-bill payments. 
These payments had therefore to be partially suspended in the’ treasuries 
ofthe Brahmaputra Valley. But, notwithstanding this, the bill operations 
were fur in excess of similar transactions in other parts of India, as 
the following figures will show:— 


Re 
Payments in 1874-75 .........cccccesesevceccsscees 46,32,000 
s LOUD 1G) vouscceenbywosvederesecreaneus 48,06,000 
Se SERIO ceteet at See ee seauseate 55,65,000 
5 TOU (61 6 ctcates ccarvedeusvesavecuseuws 44,.45,000 


The cash remittances in coin and notes to and from the 
Province were follows :— 








Ra. 
Received from Bengal............cscscecsevevevenes 21,51,000 
si DNC. casero sdneivediecdesaeceawnes 6,36,000 
Total sccssssee 27,87 ,000 
Remitted to India in large notes ............00 10,93,000 
Not siccseess 16,94,000 
The figures for the past four years are— ; 
Re. 
NB TAE TO acivousieueesacieendesacetesess pi sugasseusvae 32,37,000 
LOUD OU. civcceucs wens urabanstaayesveclesddiseeswerenees 41,18, 3 
TB GD- 00 sv cscieusnasersispierevawadansselouaeeiwacsswaceuns 34,24, 
LOU 1208. css t acces ceooaups saseanies iutaeonasaeseteesodeses 16,94,000 


The net importations of money into the Province have been 
steadily decreasing year by year, and this result, which has only been 
attained by carefally watching the cash balances, cannot but be regarded 
as satisfactory. 


The net sum _ supplied to the Military Department is somewhat 
larger than in the two previous years. This is owing apparently to the 
Niga Hills expedition. The amount was not, however, so large as 10 


1874-75, the year of the Dofila expedition. The figures for the four 


vears are -— 


Rea. 
TOASTS: ches seictiasta ce Gotessanenepeoteameatncoues 10,52,000 
1605 16 ieee eee ca tenon eas ece os 852,000 
DOG are cette erry ee oes e edule 8,18,000 
DOTS ere cietee ate ence cee 9 38,000 


The supplies to the ‘Telegraph Department in the last four 
years were :— 


Rs. 
DB UELTD sadeccavnwtsdesawnican swe coan seseddeewasiateasesnnese 24,000 
LB 15-0: wiceuthegenedevaas sswasueriesaawowsaaucapeeceesies 21,000 
VG1O=4 1 seeteeccea sr eacsedececasseeetonnsnseeasewsusseeeseye 47,000 
1877-78 os. Sue dasseca tes ccdewswsaineasseasesescsseeses 000 
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In the last two years the work of extending the line from 
Gauhati to Dibrugarh has been in progress. 


I.—LAND REVENUE. 


236. The Administration of the Land Revenue throughout the year 
under report shows fairly satisfactory results. 


237. The total number of estates borne on the revenue-roll : one 
ba enn district during 1877-78, as compared wit 
Se 1876-77, is exhibited in the annexed statement. 














Bermmoenty, | Temvorrigatict | tree, | ‘Daren 
Districts. Perma- Tempora- Perma- | Tempo- 
1876-77, | 1877-78. | 1876-77. | 1877-78, | NEDtlY- lrity-settlea | Neatly: | rarity. 
estates. | *t#te. | catates. | estates. 
Cachar ccciscisicts |). eceene | kvead 8,503 8,913 | ...... eS err errr 
Sylhet  .........00. 50,824) 50,741! 25,558 | 25,549 | ...... | cece 83 9 
Goalpara ......... 17 16 406 | 11,405 ; ...... 10,999 dN eaces 
KAMP cssedssecs-|)-Sse8se: | seaeeis 134,624 | 142,644 | ...... 8,020 | ....00 J wcccee 
Darrang  ..c.cccce | ceeeee | ceeeee 79,642 | 84,873 | ...... 5,231. ||) cesses: '}-aweas 
NOWZONG ...cccece | ceseee | cesses 107,240 $105,134 | ...... | cccece | coceee 2,106 
DIDSAG Al saccsdesscue |! césess T Seeews 74,767 | 82,186 | ...... 3,419 | cscs | covcce 
. Lakhimpur ...... | 2.2... | cscs 22,766 | 26,143 | ...... B17 | seaces: |. saves 
Khasi and Jaintié | sss | scssse 94 24| 1. boeken 

ills. 

Naga Hills ...... | ..s00 | cscees 307 QUE eect d)) caxeaent * Wnsaase 35 
O 4 1 178 BGO |) eeectsr |’ “axewese- 1 oeeass 9 
Total 50,842) 50,758] 458,015 [487,312 | ...... 31,456 | 84 | 2,159 





The foregoing table shows a decrease in_ the permanently- 
settled estates of 84 estates, and a net increase of 29,297 estates in 
those settled temporarily. The increase has mainly occurred in the 
district of Goalpara, and is due to the recent revision of settlement of 
the Eastern Duars on the ryotwari system, according to which each 
holding is counted as a separate estate. The increase in the districts 
of Cachar, Kamrup, Darrang, Sibsagar, and Lakhimpur, is attributed to 
the extension of cultivation, to settlements of waste lands, and to the 
assessment of grants on the expiration of their revenue-free terms. The 
decrease in the district of Sylhet is prineipally owing to the redemption 
of certain petty estates, while that in the district of Nowgong is due to 
the amalgamation of several small holdings into a few larger ones. 


238. The current land revenue demand for the year amounted to 
to Rs. 31,50,446, against a demand of Rs. 30,30,994 in 1876-77. The 
increase, Rs 1,19,452, isattributable, as usual, tosettlements at rogressive 
rates, to re-settlements at enhanced rates, to assessment of Old Assam 
Rule grants, and to fresh settlements of lands newly cleared or taken 
up daring the year for the purpose of the cultivation of the ordinary 
crops of the country. The Bea proportional increase by far is in 
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Godlpara, where the revenue of the temporarily-settled estates has risen 
by 31°5 per cent., owing to the recent revision of settlement on the 
ryotwari system in the astern Duars. The arrear demand for the 
year amounted to Rs. 1,60,965. Out of the total demand, wi., 
83,11,411, Rs. 32,41,809, or nearly 98 per cent., were collected during 
the year. Rs. 7,492 were remitted, leaving only a sum of Rs. 62,110 
unrealized at the close of the year. A large proportion of this balance 
has been realized since the close of the year, and the remainder is in 
course of realization. In none ofthe districts do the outstanding 
balances call for any particular remarks. 


239. The sources from which the miscellaneous land revenue in 
Assam are derived were described in para. 255 
Miscellanconsiland Revenue. of last year’s report, and the following table 


shows the details of the demand under this head for the last two years:— 


1876-77. | 1877-78. = | Dera 











Re. Res. Rs. Rs. 

1. Elephants  ......cccccscccccsccsceveceees 11,300 31,870 | 20,570 |... 

2. -PISHCRICG: cis cccecasacveceiacegaessvasecens 80,407 85,892 5,484 |... 
3. Lime-quarries — ......ccccccccsscsecsees 67,416 66,963 | ...... 453 

Be. POMtak- dcavecucccstacdevavsates iceceeess 11,185 11,440 2501 tesa 

5. House-tax ......cccccccccccccccccsevcees 44,418 48,414 3,996 | os. 

Os FHOC4OK - cid.ciccescuasecccexewsveatencstet 850 938 88] ...... 
7. Fines under Act XX. of 1848 ...... 633 ATD | ceeeee 61 
8. Fines on fiscal officers ............0 5,456 4,104} ...... 1,352 

9. Coal-mines .........cccccccceccevcccecees 362 BGZ |. ceadee,. ul. aveces 

10. Other miscellaneous items ......... 1,723 2,408 685 | __..... . 
Total ijcaccesceciseres. eases 2,23,650 | 2,52,863 | 31,079 1,866 
Net increase.....cccce. » 29,213 





The total demand on account of miscellaneous land revenue 
amounted, it will be seen, during the year to Rs. 2,52,863, against 
Rs. 2,23,650 in the previous year, showing a net increase of Re. 29,213. 
The increase mainly occurred under the heads of “ Elephants, 
“Fisheries,” and “ House-tax.”” On the other hand, there was a decrease 
of Rs. 1,352 in the amount of ‘fines imposed upon fiscal officers. The 
fluctuations under the other heads are unimportant. 

The increase in the revenue from elephant mehals is mainly 
due to the inclusion in the demand of 1877-18 
of the revenue of mehals leased in 1876-77, 
which, not being legally recoverable before the close of that year, was, 
under instructions of the Government of India, excluded from the 
demand of 1876-77. Fresh mehals, also, having been leased during the 
year which had previously been allowed to rest may have caused 4 
further increase to this head. ‘The increase in the revenue of fisheries 


Explanation of increase and 
decrease. 
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is dae to higher bids obtained at auction sales, while that of house-tax 
is chiefly owing to the enhancement of the rate of house-tax from Re. 1 
to Re. 1-8 in North Cachar. 

Out of the total demand, viz., Rs. 2,52,863 current and 
Rs. 37,456 arrear, Rs. 2,385,603 were collected and Rs. 1,923 remitted 
during the year, Rs. 11,036 were paid in advance during 1876-77 for 
1877-78, leaving a balance of Rs. 41,697, of which Rs. 26,680 were 
on account of the current and Rs. 15,017 on account of the arrear 
demand outstanding at the close of the year. A large portion of this 
balance has been collected since fhe close of the year, and the amounts 
still outstanding are small, and in process of realization. 


iL—S0UR0ES OF IMPERIAL REVENUE OTHER THAN LAND. | 
SECTION I.—OPIUM. 


240. The system under which the revenue from opium is raised 
has from time to time undergone considerable changes. Previous to 
the year 1874-75, the year of the formation of this Province into a 
separate Administration, licenses for the retail vend of opium were 
granted free of charge. In 1874-75, the system of levying fees on 
licenses granted for the retail vend of opium was for the first time 
introduced into Assam. It is that known as the “fixed license-fee 
system ;” under its provisions any person can open any number of shops 
for the retail sale of the drug on the payment ofa fixed sum for 
each shop. 

The rates of fees noted on the margin were, in the first 

instance, fixed in all districts, except Sylhet, 
Se where licenses were granted at Rs. 3 for 
- 2 09 half a year. In 1875-76, the rate of license- 
ee. Bere fees in Sylhet was raised to the rate then 
prevailing in the other districts in the Province. In January, 1876, 
the Government of India suggested the advisability of selling licenses 
for the retail vend of opium by auction. In order to promote the suc- 
cess of this system, measures were adopted calculated to reduce the number 
of shops, which were then excessively numerous. The selling price of 
opium was therefore raised from Rs. 23 to Rs. 24 per seer, and the rate 
of license-fee for each shop was enhanced,—the new rate being Rs. 18, 
insteadof Rs. 12 per annum. These changes came into force in the month 
of June, 1876. 

In compliance with the wishes of the Supreme Government, the new 
system of selling licenses by auction was introduced at the commencement 
of the year under report. Each district was divided into a number of 
mehals, coterminous with revenue jurisdictions, such as mouzahs, in Assam 
Proper, and with thannah jurisdictions in the remaining districts of the 
Province. Under this system, the person or persons who buy at auction 
the right to sell opium in the limits of a mehal have the exclusive right of 
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sale in that mehal, with permission to sublet shops, subject to the sanction 
of the Deputy-Commissioner, but his or their fiscal responsibility remains 
unimpaired for the whole mehal. The number of shops permitted to be 
opened in each mehal was fixed by the Chief Commissioner, on the 
recommendation of the Deputy-Commissioner, with regard to the 
legitimate requirements of each locality. Special care was taken not 
to afford any undue facility for obtaining the drug. The result of the 
Introduction of the new system has, for the time being, been successful. 
A considerable increase in revenue has been obtained, while there 
has been a general falling off in the consumption of the drug, and in the 
number of shops opened for its retail. | 

The Chief Commissioner is, however, of opinion that tbere has been 
much over-speculation in the purchase of these mehals, and the high 
prices received for them will not continne. The system has to be 
narrowly watched, moreover, lest, by forcing up the retail price too high, 
it introduce systematic smuggling, or a taste for more deleterious 
drugs, such as ganja. 


241. The revenue under this head rose from Rs. 12,16,712 in 
1876-77, to Rs. 12,908,051 in 1877-78, as detailed below :— 



































1876-77, | 1877-78. 
District. 

License-fces. Duty Total. License-fees. Daty. | Total 

Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs 
CRORE sacnersunees 636 29,095 29,731 5,171 26,566; 31,737 
Bvt csdesssinase 1,479 34,974 36,453 5,740 32,562; 38,302 
Goal p&ra ..ccssers 1,677 42? 042 43,719 5,110 32,294) 37,404 
BAG  siccssnss 5,862 | 1,66,481 | 1,72,343 41,306 | 1,59,577| 2,00.883 
BIGRTRUS ccrsserie 5,353 1,66,452 1,71,805 24.061 | 1,62,646 1,86,707 
Nowgong. ......0 5,306 1,73,899 1,79,205 20,440 | 1,82,390) 2.02,830 
DIDSAMAL 2... c0e 8,451 3,15,426 3,23,877 45,912 | 3,18,923) 3,64,835 
Lakhimpur ..... 4,761 2,04,225 | 2,58,986 53,987 | 1,79,543) 2,33,530 
Khasi Hills ...... er  - cmnimen 126 E090 | enincs 1,095 
BORG 24 was vo ae 356 ft 603 
Ge ke anne REL} unitens 111 i ore 125 


= Sa Se, } 


From the foregoing table, it will be seen that the revenue from the 
net sale-procecds of the drug diminished by Rs. 88,093; but this loss on 
duty was more than counterbalanced by the marked increase in the 
receipts from license-fees. The revenue from license-fees rose from 
Rs. 34,118 in 1876-77 to Rs. 2,03,550 in 1877-78, or an increase of 
nearly 600 per cent. The results obtained in the two districts of 
Goalpara and Lakhimpur are, from a financial point of view, far from 
being satisfactory. In Goalpara, in spite of a considerable increase in 
the receipts from license-fees, the total revenue derived from this drug 
fell off from Rs. 43,719 in 1876-77 to Rs. 37,404 in 1877-78. This 
decrease was caused by a serious falling off in consumption, consequent 
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on the enhancement by the mehaldars of the retail selling price of the 
drug. The diminution in the consumption, as shown in the district 
returns, is, however, only apparent, and far from being a matter for 
congratulation. The Deputy-Commissioner of the district remarks that the 
decrease in the consumption of opium was caused partly by the more 
extensive use of ganja, and was partly owing to the fact that the people 
on the borders of Rangpur and Cooch Behar obtained their supplies 
from those districts where the selling price of the drug was lower than 
in Goadlpéra. The district of Lakhimpur shows a heavier falling off in 
the net revenue derived from the sale of the drag, viz., of Rs. 74,682. 

The yery high prices paid for the opium farm, which nearly made 
good the enormous falling of notieed above, forced up the retail price to 
a point higher than the consumers cared to pay. The fall in consump- 
tion might, however, perhaps, have been to some extent caused by the illicit 
cultivation of the poppy, either in the district or close on its borders, or 
by the importation of foreign opium. The attention of the Deputy- 
Commissioner has been called to these points. 

Deducting from the above tetal revenue for the two years under 
comparison the cost of conveying opium, which was in 1876-77 Rs. 


12,319 and in 1877-78 Rs. 14,111, the following ig the net revenue of 
the yeari-~ 


1876-77. 1877-78, 

Grogs revenue ..,  .-,  12,16,712 12,98,051 
Deduct... se aes 319 14,111 cost of conveying opium. 

Net revenue .., 12,04,393 12,83,940 

Increase "e02@ §$seevatoenecce q 547 


242, The sybjoined table shows the number of shops open and the 
quantity ef opinm consamed in each district of the Province during the 
year unger review, as compared with the preceding year :— 





Shope. 
District. 









1876-77. 1877-78, 








Mds. Srs. C.| Mads. Sra, OC. 

COCHEE ic cosc oes unccsedsekwciiuicieases 64 59 4317 0 39 26 0 
a Guia hGpisenneyauwaawasanoaasees 97 73 49 1 0 45 21 0 
oAlp4ra...,., eoveccvcece pecece pes 141 108 63 35 0 48 8 0 
KAmrup ..,.00000 cecccses miceaseuceaus 604 252 8 0 238 7 O 
Darran’ osspoesperarccossocsecccsovees 457 221 252 16 0 242 30 8 
NOWZONG crccccccesccsces pasdassaues 448 225 263 38 0 269 6 O 
OF sesewe povdesuedecnesee penweus 709 299 478 39 0 472 35 3 
Lakhimpwur.......00 cesctescsece sease 356 62 386 25 0 267 39 O 
Khési Hills ........... jiu saeuweunss 10 5 819 0 3 8 0 
BR. yo Aetatestens eueeanseocswe 29 18 | near ° 6 8 0 

0 5; pMebeeuceestasees Daeee 8 El, -“eesets ° 033 0 
Total...... oe | «2,883 1,271 1,793 88 0 1,634 16 6 


® Information not available. 


4 
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Opium consumed in the Garo Hills district was obtained from the 
sub-divisional tréasury at Jamalpur, in Mymensingh, in Bengal, where 
the duty leviable thereon was paid. 

The increase in the number of shops in the district of Cachar was 
owing to the transfer of certain villages from the Naga Hills to North 
Cachar, in some of which licenses were taken out for the retail vend of 
opium. 
aj The figures for the other districts, as given in the foregoing table, 
need no further explanation than what has already been given above. 
Lhe diminution in the number of shops has been one of the main features 
of the monopoly system. The general falling off in consumption was 
consequent on the enhancement of the retail price of the drug by the 
farmers of the mehals. 

243. The number of licenses issued for the sale of madat and 

chandu, and the revenue realized therefrom 
ee re during the past two years, are shown below :— 


Shops. Revenue. 

1876-77, 1877-78. 1876-77. LTT-7B 

MAG at casks dokccannccesceucecnesctscoseus eis 29 30 2,624 3,617 

26 22 2,535 3,745 
Thus, the total revenue from opium and its preparations (madat and 
chandu) for the whole Province amounted during the year under report 
to Rs. 13,05,413, against Rs. 12,21,871 in 1876-77, showing an increase 

of Rs. 83,542 in favour of the{past year. 


SECTION 2.—SALT. 

944, The revenue under this head was derived entirely from the 
salt-wells in Cachar, which were leased for the year under review for 
Rs. 37, against Rs. 55 in the preceding year. Of the demand, Rs. 19 
were collected, leaving a balance of Rs. 18 at the close of the year. 


SECTION 3.—EXCISE. 


245. The gross excise revenue of the year from all sources, except 
opium and its preparations, which are treated in a separate section, 
was Rs. 2,31,302, against Rs. 2,01,258 of the preceding year, as shown 


in detail in the comparative table below :— 











Demand in Net ghia rus 
Hees 1876-71, 1877-78. NBT. 
EYitW aevasesecosieecenions 75,839 81,782 +45,943 
a NE 1,475 1,404 71 
Imported ,WineS.........sesecesseres ore ao +249 
Pena ages 187k BI 
CHaras...cccccccccccsccccccccvecscecce __senece 20 +20 
Ganja .....006 Lecscevenecceccnssacoeces 1,19,868 1,42,908  +423,040 
Total demand .......0 2,01,728 2,31,421 +29,693 
-Jrrecoverable .......+- 470 119 —351 





Net revenue ....c...eeee 2,01,258 2,31,302  -+-30,044 
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The foregoing figures show an increased revenue under all heads 
except “Rum,” which gives a decrease of Rs. 71. The bulk of the 
increase was donteibuted by country spirits and ganja, and is 
attributable to the further extension of the farming system during the 
past year. The revenue from these sources bas shown a steady and 
progressive rise, although the number of licenses granted for their retail 
vend has fallen off considerably. Of the demand of the year, Rs. 421 
were paid in Sibsdgar in advance in 1876-77 (Rs. 397 on account of 
country spirits and Rs. 24 for imported wines) leaving Rs. 2,41,000 
to be collected during the year anes review; of this sum, Rs 2,30,869 
were realized during the year; of the unrealized balance (Rs. 131), only 
Rs. 12 have been recovered since the close of the year, and the balance, 
viz., Rs. 119, which accrued in the Sibsagar district, has been remitted as 
irrecoverable. There was an arrear demand of Rs. 1,490, Rs. 415 (in 
Sibsigar) for 1875-76, and Rs. 1,075 for 1876-77. Rs. 415, the arrear 
demand for 1875-76, has since been remitted as irrecoverable. Of the 
arrear demand for 1876-77, Rs. 605 (in Goalpara) have been realized, 
and Rs. 470* remitted as irrecoverable. Rs. 


. Gui 19,868 were collected in advance for 1878-79, 
» Garo Hills......... - 6 on account of country spirits ‘(Rs. 8,066), 
Total........... 470 imported wines (Rs. 24), and ganja (Rs. 11,578). 


Thus, the total collections during the year came 
to Rs. 2,51,342, as analyzed in the subjoined table, district by district :— 



































i Collections. 
To demand 
District. of the year. eeoeetia: Gaara 
Arrear, Current. | Advance. | Total. 
Rs. | Re. Rs. Rs. 
chbbie sey ebb wh ewenauten ousted 66,236 wares 16,768 838,004 
8ylhet SPCC C CHE OCHCOSCHCCHR HOSE BEETSOBEBEES 89,948 oecoe, eeeoe 89,948 
GOBIDBPE es eccsidicness oeecuk caves 21,379° 605 er 91,206 
BAMIGD 6c s0sscccesceesceccsee eed ce "12,953 Sees 1,045 18,998 
2 Bice ciedwiencianevssceeseaies 8,986 1,191 10,177 
OW RONG? io: 6 6 65665 6006s xoesc coke oe x : ml 
S@eeesatseonesneeecesrenerseese ll 4 1 , 7 
Lakh ropar Reba ea GNel eae eeurens cose = $2 aa 
Giro, Gee ete 1/530¢ 1,464 
AGE. gh ca scadeesnuekccsuecestoees 803 
Total ...... 2,32,496 605 2,30,869 19,868 2,51,842 





® Inclusive of Ra. 766 arrear demand. 
” » » 99 ” 
z 9 ” ” 99 ” 


_ The charges of the department, excluding the cost of conveying 
opium, aggregated Rs. 8,603, against Rs. 12,405 in 1876-77, or a decrease 
of Rs. 3,802 in favour of the year under notice. Of the total amount of 
charges in 1877-78, Rs. 6,244, or 72 per cent., occurred in the district of 
8ylhet alone, Rs. 1,378, or 16 per cent., in Cachar, Rs. 980, or nearly 12 
per cent., in Godlpéra and Kémrip, and Re. 1 in Darrang. No charges 
Were incurred on this account in the other districts of the Province. 
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Deducting the above charges from the revenues of the past two 
years under comparison, we get the following net results == 





1876-77. 1877-78. 
Res. Rs. 
GOSS FOVENUE ........ceeccseescececes 201,258 231,302 
Deduct charges...........ssccsessceees 12,405 8,603 
Net revenue ......... 1,88,853 2,22,699 





mute eee 


Thus, the net revenue of the year under report shows a satis- 
factory increase of Is, 33,846, as compared with the preceding year, 
amvunting to nearly 18 per cent. 


246. The manufacture and sale of country spirits in this 
Province was carried on during the year under 
report, partly under the out-still or monthly tax 
system, and partly under a modified farming system. The fixed duty, 
or the sudder distillery svstem, which was formerly in vogue in the 
two districts of the Surma Valley, was abolished in 1876-77. The only 
change introduced during the year into the system of taxing country 
spirits was with reference to the maximum quantity saleable by retail. 

The attention of the Chief Commissioner was drawn to the 
doubtful etticacy of the restrictions imposed by Sections 35, 44, and 49 
of Act XXI. of 1856, limiting to one seer the quantity of country 
spirits which might be sold by a licensed vendor, or held in possession 
by a private individual at one time. Colonel Keatinge was of opinion 
that these restrictions might advantageously be relaxed. He believed 
that this course would tend to check illicit distillation, and at the same 
time to promote the convenience of the public, while it could scarcely 
fail to add to the excise revenue. The restrictions were accordingly 
relaxed, and District Officers were authorized to raise the maximum 
quantity of country spirits to be sold by retail at one time from one 
seer, or one quart bottle, to half a gallon, or three quart bottles. A 
similar change had been introduced into Bengal. 

The total revenue realized under this head during the = 
year was Rs. 81,663, against Rs. 75,369 in 1876-77, as shown below, 
showing an increase of Is, 6,294 in favour of the year under notice — 


Country spirits. 


1876-77. 1877-78. 
Demand Rs, 75,839 81,782 
Deduct 3 470 119 remitted as irrecoverable. 








75,369 

This revenuc was obtained entirely from fees levied on litenses 

for the manufacture and retail of country spirits, granted either under 
the monthly tax or the farming system. 


247. The monthly tax or outstill system was.in force inthe districts 


Seren: of Sylhet, Darrang,.Nowgong, Sibségar, Naga 
ee ne Hills, and Garo “Hills. ) rtumber of livenses 


$1,663 
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Issued, and the amount of revenue derived therefrom, during the past 
year, as compared with the last preceding year, are given below:-— 














Licenses issued in Revenue in 

District. 
. 1876-77. | 1877-78. | 1876-77. ! 1877-78, 
ByINGb. ccc cscorccsstninssoceng wantin see ecceseassactshe ©35 34 8,928 10,736 
DOPPGAR <5 68 bcciecenesucesecs dieieiaceasaceveesea sus 13 14 3,824 | 5,257 
NOW BONG xi icéniecscnacccscsaecdnsseodessareveses es 8 8 2,452 | 3,843 
BIDER ROL sssisces ci ccausscdesun ss cestucseevesasceceus ee 11 11 14,480 | 15,946 
Nae Fills: <<. ccccisdewctentiasdtvacesteiviteds sucess 2 2 756 303 
GATO- in). - Goisesaeisseccecssmncctnscevsceesseneseens 3 3 1,765 | 1,200 
Total | 72 | 72 82,206 37,285 





® 38 under the Sudder distillery system during the first half of the year and 32 during the latter half of 
the year onder the outstill system. 


There was a total increase of Rs. 5,080 m revenue, although 
the number of licenses remamed the‘same. An increase in the revenue 
ts noticeable in all but the two hill districte. “The Political Officer in 
charge Naga Hills, and the Deputy-Commissioner, Giro Hills, attribute 
the falling off in their districts to the fact that the competition for licenses 
at auction was less brisk than in the preceding year, when the value of 
the mehals had not been well ganged. 


248, The system of selling by auction the right of manufacture and 
So sale of country spirits within certain defined 
areas, which has been in force in the districts of 
Godlpéra, Kémnip, and Lakhimpur since 1876-77, was introduced for 
the first time into the district of Cachar during the past year, in lieu of 
the sudder distillery system, which was previously in vogue. 

In the district of Cachar, the sale of all exciseable articles was 
practically in the bands of a single wealthy and influential firm, who 
were enabled to crush all competition and thus create for themselves, 
practically, a single monopoly, eee effort that was made 
to upset their plans by selling shops eingly- ith regard to country 
spirits, it was found impossible to break through this combination. 
In vain were repeated endeavours made to sell shops singly, or in groups 
by tehsils. The combination of the monopolists was too strong, and, as 
they bid.a sum of Rs. 34,000, against Rs. 25,000, the highest offer made 
by any other persons, and as they consented to a reduction of the number 
of shops from 103 to 80 (72 shops only were a. opened ), their 

were accepted for the whole district. In Goalpara, Kamrdp, 
and Lakhimpur, monopolies of single shops were separately sold, with 
a few exceptions, where two shops were allowed in each mouzah. 
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The subjvoined table shows the results of the farming system 
during the year under report, as compared with the previous year:— 


-——_— —  - —_— ——_—_— ——__ ——_ —_— - ———— ee —— ee 





Number of shops. Revenue. 
District. 
1876-77. | 1877-78. | 1876-77. | 1877-78. 
a meereene : | : 
Re. Ra 
CRCHAE- “cxdseansciasardterercwienoseecnseeseresetes 103 72 | 32,315 | 34,000 
GodlpGra .....cccccccccnseccsscseacssscceensesesess 16 10 4,903 4,256 
Kamrup...csccccccsecscvesscossscscrsccncssscensonss 28 11 4,715 | 4,032 
Lakhimpur .....cccssccssseserstevesssecssoswesses 5 6 1,231 | 2,080 
ee eee 
Total scccssdcs 152 99 | 43,164 | 44,378 








The districts of Goalpara and Kamrup show a large falling off 
in the receipts from country spirits. The Deputy-Commissioner of 
Goalpara attributes the decrease to the ordinary fluctuation in revenue. 
In Kamrup, a large falling off is noticeable, both in the number of 
licenses issued for the sale of country spirits and the receipts therefrom. 
These unsatisfactory results must have been caused, it is feared, to some 
extent by illicit distillation. The necessity of every effort being made, 
through the mouzahdars and police, to detect and check such illicit 
distillation has been impressed on the Deputy-Commissioner. 

The consumption of country spirits in the district of the Khasi 
Hills has not yet been brought under a system of taxation. 


249, The revenue from rum has shown a steady falling off, caused 

ee by the extension of the exemption provided in 

Section 49 of Act XXI. of 1856 to the case of 

planters who are in the habit of importing rum for the use of their 

coolies, for which they are ne to pay no tax beyond the duty levied 

on the manufacture in Bengal. The planters are not held liable to take 

out licenses, or to pay any license-fees for theJright of issuing rum to their 

garden coolics. It has been found that this system has not only inja- 

riously affected the revenue from rum, but has in several instances 

diminished the returns from the sale of country spirits. The Deputy- 

Commissioner of Cachar, for example, remarks, in his Excise Adminis 

tration Report for the past year, that “there bas been a considerable 

increase in the consumption of rum, owing to the planters endeavouring 
to substitute this liquor for country spirits at the gardens.” 

The licenses granted for the sale of rum are either wholesale 

or retail. A wholesale vendor cannot sell less than two Imperial 

gallons, or one dozen quart bottles, to one man at atime. The retail 
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vendor may sell below, but not above, this limit. The fee for a whole- 
sale license is Rs. 16 a year. The rate of fees on retail sale licenses 
varies in the different districts. 11 wholesale licenses were taken out 
during the year, 3 in Cachar, 1 in Sylhet, and 7 in Lakhimpur, against 
7 issued during the preceding year, viz., 2 in Cachar, 1 in Sylhet, and 4 
in Lakhimpur, while the number of retail licenses fell off from 24 
in 1876-77 to 18 in 1877-78. No licenses were taken out in the 
districts of the Assam Valley, except Darrang and Lakhimpur. No 
licenses were taken out in the Naga Hills and Khasi Hills districts. 
The total revenue under this head amounted to Rs. 1,404 in 1877-78, 
against Rs. 1,475 in 1876-77, or a decrease of Rs, 71 in 1877-78. 


250, Revenue from imported wines and spirits was obtained in 

Peas social wines all the districts of the Province except the 

Naga Hills. Revenue under this head consists 

entirely of license-fees. During the past year 75 licenses (31 whole- 

sale, 1 hotel retail, and 43 general retail) were granted, against 77 (32 

wholesale, 1 hotel retail, and 44 general retail) issued during the preced- 

ing year. The fees levied on these licenses brought in a revenue of 

Rs. 3,420 in 1877-78, against Rs. 3,171 in the preceding year, or an 
increase of Rs. 249 in favour of the past year. 


251. There were only two licenses for tari taken out during the 

ca year under report, both in Kamrup, one for the 

sale of fermented tari and the other for the sale 

of unfermented or fresh tari. The revenue from these licenses amounted 
to Rs. 13 only. 


252. There is no restriction on the manufacture of pachwai for 

ees home consumption: the cunsequence being that, 

with the exception of a small amount in 

Cachar and Sylhet, no revenue is derived in this Province from this 

source. Last year, 23 licenses in all were issued for the sale of pachwai, 

8 in Cachar and 7 in Sylhet, and the revenue therefrom aggregated 
. 1,874. 


253. Last year, two licenses were taken out for the vend of charas, 

Sivas one in Cachar and the other in Nowgong. A 

sum of Rs. 2() was realized from fees on these 

licenses. No licenses of this kind were issued, and, consequently, there 
was no revenue under this head during the preceding year, 1876-77. 


254. The system of putting up to auction the monopoly of the 
Gente vend of ganja within certain specified bounds- 

ries, on conditions almost identical with those 

of the licenses heretofore issued under the fixed license-fee system, in 
accordance with the Board’s Rules, Section 17, Chapter V., was started 
in 1876-77 in the three districts of Oachar, Godlpdra, and Kamrup. 
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The system was extended during the year under report to the remaining 
districts of the Province, with results as exhibited in the following table:— 





—_ - Se eS See 














| Consumption. | Revenne. 
District. | | 
| 1876-77. 1877-78, | Net result, Pins | 1sze-77. | 1877-78. | Result plus 
{ 
MSC./M. SG] MS. C. Rs. Ra. Rs. 
CaCl aticcesseexons 175 10 7, 120 31 144 —54 18 9 30,532) 30,302 —23) 
Sllitt cacao 308 32 131 376 22 6| +6729 9| 61.4651 77,304] 415.839 
Gol para ...cecoe. 5d 35 | 68 38 12; +13 812 12,768. 16,113: +3,345 
Kamrup ......06- 46 7 V 4017 0} —5 30 0 9,289) 8,692 —597 
Darrang ......... 19 6 0 1735 1} —1 1015 2,445 3,477, 41,032 
NoWgong  seeeee 238 0; 3 8 0 +010 0 96! 938' +842 
Sibsawar ......ee 138 0} 138 8 40 0 8 308 252 —56 
Lakhimpur...... 1619 6 712 —9 7 6 2,114 3,9 $1,266 
Khasi Llills... 710 OF 3830 OF —3 20 0 851 1,7 +38) 
Gite ao eeel meee 16 0 +160 w.. 120] +4120 

















Total ... | 633 36 19 641 39 ° +8 2 15 

From the foregoing table it will appear that there was a decrease 
both in consumption and revenue in the districts of Cachar and 
Kamrup. In Sibsagar, there was a slight increase in consumption of 
8 chitaks only, attended by a falling off in revenue of Rs. 56. In the 
districts of Darrang, Lakhimpur, and Khasi Hills, consumption decreased 
perceptibly, while there was a marked increase in revenue. In 
the remaining districts of the Province, the figures show an increase 
both in consumption and revenue. The total result for the whole 
province is a slight increase of 1:26 per cent. in consumption, the revenue 
at the same time having increased 19-22 per cent. 

In Cachar, the monopoly of the vend of ganja in tho plains 
jortion of the district was sold by auction for Rs. 17,500, againet 
%s. 12,600 of the previous year, showing an increase of Rs. 4,900. But, 
notwithstanding this large increase in license-fees, the total revenue 
derived from ganja shows a decrease of Rs. 230, compared with the retarns 
of 1876-77, owing to the consumption of the year having fallen off, 
which is attributed to the dealers, being aware of the impending changes, 
having, in consequence, laid in large stocks of ganja in March, 1877. 

In Sylhet, the consumption of the drug rose from 308 maunds 
in 1876-77 to 376 maunds in 1877-78, but was still much lower than 
in 1875-76, when it amounted to 419 maunds. The consumption in 
1876-77 was kept down by a combination among the goladars, which 
tended to force up the retail price abnormally. This combination was 
successfully overcome in 1877-78 by the loeal authorities refusing to 

ant retail licenses to persons who were engaged in the wholesale izade. 
Fhe revenue reeronicd in 1877-78 by Rs. 15,839, as eam with 
the figures for the preceding year. ‘This increase is attribntable both to 


1,19,868 142,908 +23,040 
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the enhanced rates at which licenses were granted and the increased 
consumption of the drug, owing to the circumstances described above. 


‘The revenue in Godlpéra rose from Rs. 12,768 in 1876-77, to 
Rs. 16,113 in 1877-78, or an increase of Rs. 3,345, which is attributable 
both to the larger sale-proceeds of the monopolies of vend and the 
increased receipts from fixed duty levied on the quantity of the dru 
which actually passed into consumption. The consumption increase 
by 13 maands, in explanation of which the Deputy-Commissioner of the 
district remarks that, “ganja is much used in lieu of opium, the latter 
being too dear for the poor people, and hence the increase in the 
consumption of ganja, and the corresponding decrease in the consumption 
of opium.” 


: The district of Kamrip shows a falling off both in consump- 
tion and revenue, attributable to the smaller demand for the drug, owing 
to the removal during the year of the head-quarters of the 42nd Regi- 
ment from Gauhati. In Dareaag: a decrease in consumption of over 
one maund was attended by a satisfactory increase in revenue of Rs. 1,032, 
a result which is attributable entirely to the introduction of the 
monopoly system. 


The figures for Nowgong show an enormous increase in the 
revenue derived from ganja, a result entirely attributable to the introduc- 
tion of the monopoly system. The revenue in 1876-77 was Rs. 96, and 
in the year under report it rose to Rs. 938, or nearly tenfold as much 
as in the previous year. In Sibsdgar, the consumption of ganja is at 
present very limited. 

In Lakhimpur, the consumption decreased by more than one- 
half. It fell off from 16 maunds in 1876-77 to 7 maunds in 1877-78. 
This serious decrease is ascribed by the Deputy-Commissioner to the 
sudden enhancement of the retail price of the drug in the bazaar, necessi- 
tated to some extent by the high prices which the farms fetched at 
auction. The revenue, however, was increased largely by the system 
of selling the monopoly of the retail vend of the drug by auction. The 
revenue rose from Rs. 2,114 in 1876-77 to Rs. 3,980 in 1877-78, 
showing an increase of Rs. 1,866, or nearly 90 per cent. 


In the Khasi Hills, very satisfactory results were obtained. The 
consumption decreased by nearly one-half, while the revenue rose from 
Rs. 851 in 1876-77 to Rs. 1,730 in 1877-78. The Deputy-Commissioner 
attributes the decrease in consumption to ganja of higher value having 
been introduced for sale during the year, and the increase in revenue to 
the introduction of the new system of sale of monopolies by auction. 


Hitherto there were no shops for the sale of ganja in the Garo 
‘Hills district. During the year under report one shop was for the 
first time opened in the district, and the right of retail vend was sold by 
auction for Bs. 10 per mensem. 1 maund 6 seers of ganja was consumed 
during the year. This ganja was procured from the sub-divisional 
treasury at Jamalpur, in the district of Mymensingh, in Bengal, where 
the duty leviable thereon was paid. 

P 
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255. Cases of breaches of the Excise Laws have been reported from 
all the Valley Districts of the Province except 
Goalpara. 149 persons in all were arrested, of 
whom 124, or 83 per cent., were convicted. The foregoing figures show 
a falling off in the percentage of convictions, as compared with the result 
of prosecutions in 1876-77. In 1876-77, out of 124 persons arrested, 
120, or 97 per cent., were convicted. This decrease occurred in the 
districts of Cachar, Kamrup, and Lakhimpur, where convictions were 
obtained in 58, 56, and 65 per cent., respectively, of the persons put on 
trial. In the districts of Sythet and Sibsagar, bowever, the results of 
prosecutions were excellent, conviction having been obtained in every 
case in which arrests were made, and they point to commendable 
diserction on the part of the excise and police officers in making arrests. 

The fines imposed during the year amounted to Rs. 3,314, of 
which Rs. 2,965, or nearly 90 per cent., were realized. Of this sum, 
Its. 1,854 were paid during the year by way of reward to informers and 
apprehenders. 


Breaches of the Excise Laws. 


SECTION 4.—STAMPS. 


256. The gencral financial results of the administration of this 
branch of the Imperial revenue during the past year, as compared 
with the preceding three years, are exhibited in the subjoined table, 
in which, however, the receipts from the sale of postage, service, and 
telegraph stamps are not included :— 


— — — eS — eee ee ee = es) SR 














Revenue. 
Class of Stamp. Average of 
1874-75. 1875-76. 1876-77, the three 1877-78. 
years. 
Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 
General stamps ... w» | 1,38,795 | 1,44,950 | 1,388,299 | 1,40,681 | 1,67,079 
Court-fee stamps | 3,353,827 | 3,61,165 | 3,49,033 | 3,48,675 | 3,81,094 


AS EK! SES, | Gy RA a Se CS | Ses eA reer eet ED Pata a EARS 


Total ...| 4,74,622 | 5,06,115 | 4,87,332 | 4,89,356 | 5,48,173 


From this table, it will be scen that the revenue of the year from 
general and court-fee stamps shows a satisfactory increase over that 
of any of the preceding three years. While the receipts from general 
stamps have risen 20 per cent. over the revenue of the previous 
year, the sales of court-fee stamps have exceeded those of the preceding 
year by Ks. 32,061, or 9 per cent. The increase of 20 per cent. in the 
revenue from general stamps is satisfactory. It is not unreasonable 
to suppose that this improved revenue was caused by a proportionate 
increase in monetary and commercial transactions, from which the 
general stamp revenue is derived, and was also partly the effect of the 
measures taken to prevent evasions of the Stamp Laws. 
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The largest amount of stamp revenue was realized in the district 
of Sylhet, viz., Rs. 2,93,165. Ka&mriip stands the next in order, which 
shows a revenue of Rs. 54,592. The district of Cachar, which stood 


second in order in 1876-77, has now taken the third place, yielding a 
revenue of Rs. 53,553. 


In none of the remaining districts did the revenue reach Rs. 50,000. 
From the following table, it will be seen that the revenue realized in 
Sylhet exceeded that of all the remaining districts of the Province taken 
together by Rs. 38,157, though the population of Sylhet is only 
1,719,539, against 2,332,480 of these latter districts: — 


—_—_—— Oi oOC_C_C_ KK x  —_————L—L—>L—>—————————————————————————————————— 


Gross revenue in 
Incidence of 











District. Popalation, 1877-78 per heed 
1876-77. 1877-78, of population. 
Rs. Rs. As. P. 
Cachar .sc.....ccccccsccsccercssceves 205,027 54,701 53,553 
Gol para ......cccccccseccecenseneee 444,761 41,379 36,421 
KAM rp ...ccc.cccecsccccccescecccenes 561,681 52,231 54,592 
Darran” ....000cecccesassroccscesccsee 236,009 20,175 22,438 
NOWZONG ........ccccccccee sessceees 256,390 27,061 27,997 
BibGA gar icvscscisceeesscodectevescee 296,589 31,863 34,236 
Lakbimpur  ..........secccesccreace 121,267 19,738 22,043 
N&ga Hills  ............cccececseves 68,918 182 301 
Khasi Hille ..........cccececsesecee 141,838 3,110 3,427 
2,332,480 | 2,50,440 | 2,55,008 1 9 
Sylhet.....c.ccccccccscscecccesocensees 1,719,539 | 2,36,892 | 2,93,165 2 9 


The charges of the department amounted to Rs. 11,345 in 1877-78, 
against Rs. 10,319 in the year immediately preceding, as detailed in 
si6.77. 1877-78. the margin. Thero was thus an increase of Rs. 


Refands 1399 839 1,026, or nearly 10 per cent., in the amount of 
Minvilaneous aa 4 ge, +42 Charges during the year. The total gross 


——.- revenue of the year shows an increase of Rs. 

a ee 60,841, or nearly 12 per cent. It is satisfactory 

to observe that the percentage of increase in charges was less than that 
In revenue. 


The increased charges were due mainly to the district of Sylhet, 
where the figures under the head of discount rose from Rs. 4,486 in 
1876-77 to Rs. 5,601 in 1877-78, owing to the larger sales of the 
court-fee and general stamps during the year under report. Mis- 
cellaneous charges show an increase of Rs. 187, or 252 per cent., due 
principally to the districts of Goalpara and Kamrup. This increase 
is attributed to the cost incurred in sending stamps and stamped papers 
from the head-quarters to the sub-divisions and elsewhere having been 
higher in 1877-78 than in 1876-77. 
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Deducting the charges from the total gross revenue for the last 
two years, the following net results are obtained:— 





1876-77. 1877-78. 
Re. Rs. 
GOBB TEVENUC....ccceccsccccsccccsccccescecess 487,332 § 48,173 
Deduct charges ..........scsccsssscccencesees 10,319 11,345 
Net revente ...... 4,77,013 5,36,828 








Thus, the net revenue of the year shows a satisfactory increase of 
Rs. 59,815, or nearly 13 per cent. 


257. The following is an analysi§ of the gross receipts of the year 
under the General Stamp Act, as compared with the results of the 
year immediately preceding :— 














Denomination of stamps. Miscellaneous receipta. 
8 bE § g 
Year. das Be . F Total. 
HH Gd) a] 8 
2 38 Bs ER Ee 
Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 
1876-99 ccescssaseicteucoteceess 1,29,462| 4390] 1,296| 122 3,029 | 1,38,299 
1677-78 ccosec: wisdsccsavenvess 1,58,530| 4,753 1,517 82 2,197 | 1,67,079 
Increase ........- 29,068] 863 B21.) avecay il > Asssee 28,780 
Decrease: .issecces | ssdess: |} anccee- |]. x'sseas 40 B32 | .cooee 


Of the total amount of Rs. 1,67,079 realized during the year under 
report, the district of Sylhet alone contributed Rs. 94,925, or 57 per 
cent., and the district of Cachar Rs. 20,058, or 12 per cent. Of the 
remainder, the sum of Rs. 50,455, or 30 per cent., was contributed by 
the six districts of the Brabmaputra Valley, and the balance of Rs. 1,641, 
or 1 per cent. of the total revenue, was realized in two of the hill 
districts,—Khasi Hills and Naga Hills. Noone of the Brahmaputra 
Valley districts, except Kamrup and Sibsdgar, returned receipts exceed- 
ing Rs. 10,000 ; but the return of the past year shows an improvement 
under this head of revenue in all the districts of the Province except 
Darrang, which shows a decrease of Rs. 108, as compared with the 
preceding year. 

Non-judicial.—The increase of Rs. 29,068 in the sale-proceeds of 
non-judicial or document stamps is satisfactory. This increase was 
distributed over all the districts of the Province except Darrang, where 
the revenue realized under this head shows a decrease. The receipts fel 
off from Rs. 3,543 in 1876-77 to Rs. 3,384 in 1877-78, or a decrease of 
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Rs. 159, owing to a ane off in the number of coolie agreements 
executed at the tea-gardens during the year under report. 


Adhesive.—All the districts of the Province show increased receipts 
from the sale of this description of stamps, except Sylhet, where a 
decrease of Rs. 55 occurred during the year under notice, as compared 


with the preceding year. No special cause has been assigned for this 
falling off. 


Hundi.—The increase of Rs. 221 in the sale of Hundi stamps was 
due mainly to the district of Sylhet, where the sales of these stamps 
rose from Rs: 245 in 1876-77 to Rs. 452 in 1877-78, showing an 
increase of Rs. 207, or nearly 85 per cent., but compared with 1875-76 
the figures still show a decrease of Rs. 84. The decrease in 1876-77, as 
compared with the year immediately preceding, was probably an 
abnormal one. 


Miscellaneous.—The returns from all the plains districts of the 
Province, except Cachar, Kamrup, and Sibsa4gar, show an improvement 
under this head of revenue ; but the increase, viz., of Rs. 353, was more 
than counterbalanced by the total heavy falling off of Rs. 1,255 in the 
three abovementioned districts. 


In Cachar, the revenue under this head, to which are credited 
pn the duty and penalties levied on unstamped 


178 78) euseeeehereieatees 1247 and insufficiently-stamped documents, has fallen 
eae iii, BS off steadily for the past five years, as will appear 
IBIETT ssrseerreereeees's 616 from the figures given in the margin. is 


steady decrease arises, it may be ore toa 
great extent, from the ee attention paid by the public to the 
provisions of the Stamp Law. 


258. Court-fee Stamps.—The total sales of court-fee stamps 
amounted during the year to Rs. 3,81,094, against Rs. 3,49,033 in 1876-77 
and Rs. 3,61,165 in 1875-76, showing an increase of Rs. 32,061 over 
1876-77, and of Rs. 19,929 as compared with 1875-76. These results 
are due mainly to the district of Sylhet, where the revenue under this head 
rose from Rs. 1,63,840 in 1876-77 to Rs. 1,98,240 in the year under 
report, or an increase of Rs. 34,400, in consequence of the increase in the 
number of suits and appeals instituted during the year, resulting from 
the changes made under the new Law of Limitation, which came into 
force on Ist October, 1877. All the remaining districts of the Province 
(except Cachar, Goalpara, and Nowgong), gave a larger revenue during 
the year. The Deputy-Commissioner of fachar attributes the decrease 
(of Rs. 3,138) in his district to a falling off in the institution of civil 
suits, owing partly to the enhanced prices of food during the year. The 
falling off of Rs. 5,603 in Goalpara is attributed by the DepiGe Come: 
Sioner to the receipts of the preceding year (1876-77) having been 
abnormally high, owing to the institution in that year of three heavy 
civil suits against Government by the Bijni Raja and the zemindars of 
Gauripur and Mechpara. The decrease in Nowgong is nominal, and 
calls for no remarks. 
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259. Postage, Service, and Telegraph Stamps.—The sales of postage, 
service, and telegraph stamps during the last four years are shown in the 
following table:— 


Postage. Serv ica, Telegraph. 

Res. Rs, Ra. 
TREAT Oo ccceesee a 50,729 14.646 19,860 
1976206 tavscdpececse 68,337 15.846 18,770 
ISTU-TT oe cc cee cccees 62.590 16,599 26.468 
V8 p0et8 ep iteccs., . 73,619 17,481 42.396 


The steady increase in the sales of postage stamps is a matter for 
congratulation. In four years the sale of these stamps has increased 
by Rs, 22.890, or 45 per cent. The increased sale of service stamps is 
due to an increase in oflicial correspondence. The increased receipts 
under head “ ‘Telegraph Stamps” are attributable mainly to the more 
extensive use of the wire by the public since it has been extended to the 
districts of Upper Assam. 


260. Prosecutions under the Stamp Laws.—In the matter of prose- 
cutions instituted by local officers for infringements of the Stamp Laws, 
the Chief Commissioner is of opinion that a creditable degree of watchful- 
ness has generally been shown by the officers concerned. During 1874-75 
there were no prosecutions for breaches of the Stamp Laws in this Province. 
The absence of any prosecutions can hardly be regarded as a matter for 
congratulation, The results of subsequent years indicate that in former 
years officers were somewhat wanting in due vigilance. The figures 
civen below do not necessarily show that offences have actually increased 
during the last four years, but that greater vigilance has brought into 


light more cases of wilful evasions of the Stamp Laws :— 


Number of 

prosecutions. 
TR GA-T Ds. sdsa tee cinuva vewsasaanrees ss seek eawanaereraeaes Nil. 
TSU5-(0  sedeiesseacsessees asad cileReaured see seasacssnssens 3 
LATO“ U0 -sicessieenss a tssewchiac Gastwresesucuese ppaeveeues 16 
EOULAU Ce -chindeescnasasseaceeiewiens sinbiees eeenedsetevesuawa 28 


Twelve of the above prosecutions were undertaken during the year 
underreport in the district of Sylhet, in which twelve persons were brought 
to trial; of these, cleven were convicted and only one acquitted. In six of 
the eleven cases in which conviction was obtained, the offence committed 
was the execution of instruments on paper not duly stamped, and the 
penalties inflicted consisted of small fines only. The remaining five cases 
were under Section 48 of the General Stamp Act, for disobeying the rules 
framed under the said section for the sale of stamps. In the above cases 
fines amounting to Rs. 160 were inflicted on the offenders; out of this 
amount, a sum of Rs. 7-8 was given as a reward to an informant 
under Section 88 of Act XVIII. of 1869. 

In Nowgong, there were eleven cases during the year. Eight persons 
were convicted of having executed bonds on unstamped paper, with the 
intention of evading the payment of the proper stamp duty. The total 
amount of fines inflicted in these cases was Rs. 64. 

In Sibsdgar, there were four prosecutions. In two cases the 
accused were convicted of having executed bonds on insufficiently 
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stamped papers, and in the other two cases the charge was for executing 
a receipt and a deed of gift on plain paper. The fines inflicted were 
nominal. 

In Lakhimpur, there was only one prosecution under Section 34 of 
the General Stamp Act, in which four persons were convicted of not 
having stated the full consideration-money in a deed of sale, with the 
deliberate intention of evading the Stamp Law. The accused were 
sentenced to fines of Rs. 100, 250, 125, and 125, respectively. A 
penalty of Rs. 995 was also realized from the accused. Out of the amount 
of the fines, a sum of Rs. 300 was paid to the informant as a reward 
under Section 38 of the Act. 

In the district of Cachar, there were seven cases in which documents 
‘were impounded, owing to their having been executed on unstamped 
or insufficiently-stamped papers. In all these cases, however, ignorance 
was the cause of the violation of the law, and hence no prosecutions 
were undertaken, but penalties were realized from the parties concerned. 


261. Miscellaneous.—All the Deputy-Commissioners of the Province 
report that the rules for the custody, sale, and defacement of stamps were 
duly carried out during the year under report. 

In last year’s Administration Report, the measures that were 
taken in 1876-77 to prevent the fraudulent use or removal of adhesive 
court-fee stamps were reported, and it was anticipated that the instruc- 
tions issued would greatly diminish the danger of the fraudulent removal 
of judicial stamps from records. The Chief Commissioner is glad to 
observe that no case of fraud of this kind was brought to his notice 
during the past year. 


SECTION 5.—ELEPHANTS. 


262. Thirteen mehals, as detailed below, were leased during the 
year in the districts of Kamrup, Lakhimpur, Khasi and Jaintié Hills, 
and the Géro Hills, for Rs. 36,001:— 


Number of mehals. Rs. 


Kaémrup : 3 6,000 
Lakhimpur _... act 7 14,350 
Kh4si and Jainti4 Hills... 1 750 
Gé4ro Hills ca ee 2 14,901 





Total ... 13 36,001 


As the revenue payable on account of the leases sold was not 
due till the 30th April, 1878, no account of its realization will be given 
here. 

The demand on account of leases of elephant mehals sold 
during 1876-77, and on account of royalty on elephants caught during 
the year under review amounted to Rs. 31,870, of which Ks. 15,415 
were collected, leaving an outstanding balance of Rs. 7,850 at the close 





re of the year. is balance was confined to the 
SA rpar 22. 9s0—«districts noted on the margin. Of this balance 
Garo Hills ....... 6600 Rs. 3,000 are due from one Mr. Larminie, a lessee 


of one of the mehals in the Garo Hills. This sum is irrecoverable, and 
will have to be remitted. 
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The arrear demand amounted to Rs. 2,800, of which Rs. 2,200 
were collected and Rs. 400 remitted during the year under report, 
leaving a balance of Rs. 200 at the close of the year. 

Besides the above collections, Rs. 24,136 were paid in advance 
on account of leases for 1878-79 sold during the year. 

In all, 172 elephants were captured by ees during the year 
under review, of which 40 were sachs by Government, 19 died, and 
one was released, being heavy with calf, leaving 112 at the disposal of 
the lessees. Royalty amounting to Rs. 9,650 (Rs. 7,450 for elephants 
captured during the year and Rs. 2,200 on account of elephants cap- 
tured during the preceding year) was realized. 

During the year under report the Chief Commissioner 
approved of certain alterations in the form of license for catching 
elephants. Under the amended form of license, one-fourth of the revenue 
is payable on the day of sale, half the remainder on or before the 3lst 
December, and the remainder on or before the 1st March. 

The operations of the Khedda Department during the year 
were confined to mehal No. 1, in the Garo Hills, where 92 elephants 
were captured. 


SECTION VI.—LAC. 


263. Seven mchals for the collection of indigenous lac were leased 
during the year, against eight in the preceding year, as shown in the 
statement given below:— 














Number of leases in— | Revenue in— 
Districts. 
1876-77. 1877-78. 1876-77. 1877-78. 
| | Rs. | Be 
ISALAT Disiscoeteaiestcsstaceucadisenmmmeiecauecssteeenee 2 2 10 24 
DRE ANG ee vu teaee coe tensicesencaseutetaevecvesueceaae 1 1 200 2U0 
INOW FONE cuacsssdsncacatoaraeeesecsee aeeeeeeseseee 1 3 650 927 
SLUSAMAR ° acc Cagivevedseiebetnescct rane seeesendsecterts 1 1 40 72 
TiakMun pur “.cccsessunue ches waws deawensssestesceauels Oo 3) waeses 60 | ...... 
8 7 960 | 1,293 


From the above, it will appear that the revenue derived 
during year under review amounted to Rs. 1,223, against Rs. 960 in 
the preceding vear. In only four districts, Kamrip, Darrang, Now- 
gong, and Sibsigar, have lac mehals been leased out. In Lakhimpur 
there was no bid for the mehals. The Deputy-Commissioner, after 
making inquiries, reported that no indigenous lac exists in the plains 
portion of his district; some indigenous lac is found in the hills border- 
ing on Lakhimpur, but, owing to the difficulty of gathering it and 
bringing it to the market for sale, there is no baile in the product. 

In November, 1877, the Chief} Commissioner directed the 
District Officers to make further inquiries into the production of, and 
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trade in, lac in their ayaa districts, with the view to see if any 
improvement could be effected in the revenue derived from this commo- 
dity. The result of the inquiries shows that only in five of the districts 
of the Province is there any indigenous lac. 

The total demand, amounting to Rs. 1,223, was realized during 


the year. 
SECTION 7.—RUBBER. 


264. Revenue from rubber is obtained in the Gdéro Hills district 
only. The Deputy-Commissioner purchases rubber from private collec- 
tors as a Government monopoly, and sells it again to the best 
advantage. During the year under review, 1114 maunds were so 
purchased and sold for Rs. 3,571, against 34 maunds in the preceding 
year. The rubber is purchased for Rs. 20, and sold for Rs. 32 a maund, 
the profit being Rs. 12 per maund. 

The caoutchouc plantations in Charduar, on the: Kulsi River, 
in Kamrup, have been reported on in Chapter 1V., Section 3—Forests. 


B.—REVENUE anp FINANCE OTHER THAN 
IMPERIAL. 
SECTION 1—PROVINCIAL REVENUE. 


265. The receipts and charges of the year under Provincial Services 
are exhibited in the following statement:— 





Net resulta. 
Head of Service. Receipta. Charges. 
Receipts. | Charges. 
Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 

Imperial allotinent for 

Provincial services ...... 16,76,000 | —.asee. 16,76,000 | ...... 
Refunds and drawbacks...| —.....- B74 | kaseee 574 
Land Revenue .........ess00 8,031 16,746 | — ...... 8,715 
PUrestes ccccaceseseeenccieidess i,  - Geode 868 | — cecese 868 
BOXCING. Selocecesiessevescessieel  -adedine 603 | — ...... 603 
Administration.....ccccccssce | cececs 100 | se ceeece 100 
Minor Departments......... |  eeceee 4,172 | eee 4,172 
Law and Justice, viz.— : 

Law and Justice ......... |  seeeee 8,622 | aeaeee 8,622 

WANS. copsevicsrsesstercivcerss 38 845 1,19,470 | ...... 80,625 

Registration .......cscceses 18,608 15,687 ZO2l. i. eee 
PONCE igs. ctdets vanessa. 5,243 606,786 | — ...... 6,01,543 
Education .....ccccccssceseces 23,029 1,638,171 | eee 1,40,142 
Ecclesiastical .......0 Seceee'l,  - aaewed G04 | — .sceee 604 
ee) 3,691 83,532 | ——seaeee 29,841 
Printing’ © siclsssvessssucswesnae 1,505 23,475 | — wseoee 21,970 
Political Agencies ..... eet “eeeees T72 ade 172 
Miscellaneous Coovcvcseesoeces . 2,830 38,750 eovecse 35,920 
Public Works ....csccocssese 3,411 7,12,186 ees 7,08,775 


17,81,193 | 17,45,518 | 16,78,921 | 16,43,246 
(a 
35,675 
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The surplus of Rs. 35,675 is, according to rule, added to the 
balance at the beginning of the year, and makes up the amount at credit 
of the Local Administration to Rs. 1,52,649. The chief differences 
between the figures of 1877-78 and 1876-77 have already been explained 
in a A of this chapter; and this statement therefore calls for no 
remark. 


SECTION 2.—LOCAL FUNDS. 
266. The reccipts and expenditure of the several Local Funds is 


shown in the following statement :— 


t 





_ 
8 e 
gle laly 
Head of Service. a zs : ~ 
‘| 2 
Ee oo 
f2/ 8 | § dlale 
GiFlalalilelelels 
a oO & H a 
RECEIPTS. Re Re Re Re Re Re Re Re | Re 
Rates, taxes, and ceases .... 196 |1,80,393 | 18,460) .... eves {194,049 (229,186 ‘ 33,137 
Police s.vievceracdavustecess 11,998 | .... os bare .eee | 11,998 | 11,772 gt1| .... 
Education ....cccscccccces or coe ones : 6,304 | 5,304 4,832 472 
TOUS: v6s ceesS ieee sesseus's cove 53,218 acne ares as wie 53,218 | 44,453 8,765 
Rents eeeovrvpeeet@eoeveesesenenee 425 2,864 esee eeete eese 8,288 1,952 1,337 
Sale of houses, &c. eeoeaevneane esee 800 eese eee eeese 300 eeeoe 800 eaee 
Cattle-trespass fines ...... 99,071 | 1... | sees 2229] .... { 37,300} 26,138) 5162| .... 
' Miscellaneous fees and fines 885 eave eoce eevee eves 385 834 61 acce 
Private contributions...... ees 434 623 1,057 1,008 49 
Sundry receipts .......... 038 9,094 ee | 352 12,474 6,501 5,973 
Contributionsfrom onefund| .... 22,000 . 000 | 5,000 | 17,000 
to another. 
Public Works ....se.se0e- 91,784 25 21,759 | 18,761 | 2,998 








EES | es | Ce ED Ge 





Total.... | 66,832 |2,68,828 | 13,460} 3,204| 5,304 13,57,128 |3,49,987 42,398 | 95,137 








7,191 
CHARGES, 
esekeese wabaiees 928 668 47 28 1,661 963 679 
Collection of cesses and wae 2 es 962 962 
taxes, &c. 
Police @eescvoeceovooaoes eee eeneoeee 12,011 eens eseee ®@eese eevne 12,011 18,488 ees 1677 
Education ......csesccosee awe 29,656 | .... wave 5,862 | 35,518 | 22,035 8A83 | .... 
Minor establishmcnta...... 10.018 | 8,650 i 10.600! 2,098 | .... | $1,861 | 49,452 | .... | 18,001 
Miscellaneons ...........- 8,470 344 re 68 eed 8,882 3,958 4,934] .... 
Contributions from one fund; 22,000} .... ens Ses aac 22,000 5,000 | 17,000 
to another. 
: ae to Municipal; 1,000| .... re aselag wae 1,000 os 1,000 
unds. 
Public Works ........+00. 17,656 |2,89,129 | .... 1,274 585 }2,58,494 (2,438,417 | 15,077] .... 
Total....| 71,983 |2,78,442 | 10,600 8,482 6,420 |3,70,927 |3,49,314 | 42,163 | 20,550 
nen 
a ede eee Seal ep iy eee en eee 21,613 
Surplus eeeeeoene ene oe @eeeene@ eeee eeese 2,860 @ensee eeeoe eeeose ee 
Deficit ..ccscccccsccesscces 6,151 | 10,114] .... 278 1,116 | 18,799 s 





The comparison between the total receipts ‘and total expendi- 
ture of Local Funds shows a small deficit, ah is taken in reduction 
of the balances brought forward from previous years. All the funds 


were solvent at the end of the year, the aggregate balance being 
Rs. 1,91,309. oe 
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Under “ Receipts” there was an increase under all heads except 
that of “Rates, taxes, and cesses,” under which a decrease appears 
of Rs. 35,137; this decrease is, however, susceptible of explanation: In 
1876-77 there was an arrear credit of Rs. 60,600 on account of the assign- 
ment of 1-17th of the land revenue, which should have been credited to 
the Lakhimpur and Kamrup District Improvement Funds in 1875-76, 
re if this be taken iuto account, there is an increase under this head, 
thus :— 





Re 
Arrear credit in 1876-77 ........scccccscovcsesscessscceccsseees 60,600 
Decrease in 1877-78, compared with 1876-77 ............ 35,137 
Real increase in 1877-78......... 25,463 





This increase is attributable to the introduction of the road-cess 
into the Godlpdra district, and to the general increase in the land 
revenue on which the 1-17th assignment is levied. 

The increases under the other heads of receipt call for no parti- 
cular remark. The excess under “ Tolls,” “ Rents,” ‘“ Cattle-trespass 
fines,” and “ Public Works” is due to the general opening up of the 
Province, which necessitates increased accommodation at ferries, 
staging-bungalows, and pounds. The head “Sundiy receipts” must 
from its nature vary much from year to year; and the increase under 
“* Contributions” is explained by the corresponding debit,—it is a mere 
transfer of funds from one account to another. 

Of the net increase, Rs. 21,600, under “Charges,” Rs. 18,000 
are accounted for by contributions to other funds, Rs. 17,000 will be 
found under “ Receipts,” and this amount, as explained above, is a mere 
transfer of money from one Local Fund account to another. The 
remainder of the increase, Rs. 1,000, is attributable to the grant to the 
ae Town Improvement Fund, which is now classed as a “Municipal 

und.” . 

The decrease under “ Minor establishments” and the increase 
under “Miscellaneous” are due partly to differences in the classification 
of the accounts of the two years. 

The net decrease in the two heads is owing to the tonga dak 
having been made over to the Post-office on a subsidy of Rs. 3,600 per 
annum, instead of the whole charge being borne by Local Funds. 

The excess under “ Public Works’ is due to the increased opera- 
tions of that department in providing staging-bungulows, steam and 
other ferries, &c., at important points. 

The Town Improvement and Bazaar Funds noticed in this chapter in 
previous reports are now classed as Municipal, and not as Local Funds. 


SECTION 3—MUNICIPAL REVENUES. 


267. An account of the receipts and expenditure of the several 
Municipalities of the Province has already been given in Chapter IIL, 
Section 8 of this report. 
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CHAPTER VI. 


VITAL STATISTICS AND MEDICAL SERVICES. 


SECTION 1.—BIRTHS ann DEATHS. 


268. The registration of vital statistics was continued during the 
year under review on the system described in previous reports, and it is 
io be regretted that the results are still very unsatisfactory. The 
figures are absolutely valueless. Taking the Province as a whole, the 
death-rate, as returned, was 10°9 per mille of the population under 
recistration, which at the census of 1872 abe 3,805,364. In 
the district of Goalpdra, the death-rate was only 8:7 per mille, and in 
Sylhet it was still lower, namely, 5°8 per mille. 

Taking the general and the selected areas, urban and raral 
separately, the following results were obtained, namely :— 


Death-rate. 
General area .....cscseeeeee saevanted 14:5 per mille, 
Selected urban ....cccccsecccccceces ‘Ob ay 9 
Selected rural ...........ccccceceee ZOE. 45. ‘6g 


In the selected urban area of Lakhimpur, which includes only 
the station of Dibrugarh, the death-rate was 57°8 per mille. This exces- 
sive mortality was due chiefly to cholera. In the selected urban area of 
Darrang, the death-rate was 49°7 per mille, and in that of Svlhet it 
was 41°5 per mille. The death-rate in the former area was no doubt 
exceptionally atfected by the presence within it of the lunatic asylum 
and of the dispensary, in which a large number of deaths of tea coolies 
admitted in a dying state occurred. e high death-rate in the Sylhet 
selected urban area was largely due to cholera. Even in the selected 
areas there is, asa rule, such an enormous excess of the male over the 
female rate of mortality as to compel the conclusion that a large num- 
ber of deaths among the female population must be unregistered. Tho, 
in the Goalpara urban area the male death-rate was 76°6, the female 7°/ 
per mille; in Kamrup the male death-rate was 12:3, the female 5:3 per 
mille; in Nowgong the corresponding figures were 15°2 and 7°9. 

Notwithstanding these defects, however, there is reason to believe 
that registration is improving in the selected areas. 

The deaths from all causes during the year numbered 41,716. 
Of these, 18,715 were due to fevers, 11,377 to cholera, 5,806 to bowel- 
complaints, 1,260 to small-pox, 261 to snake-bites and attacks by wild 
beasts, and 432 to wounds and accidents. The proportion of deaths 
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from cholera is very large. This disease was exceedingly fatal in the 
districts of Sylhet, Nowgong, Darrang, and Kamrup. The term 
“fevers,” however, in native parlance. embraces a great variety of 
diseases, as pneumonia, bronchitis, phthisis, hepatitis, —in fact, every 
ailment attended with increased heat of the body. 

The registration of births continued to be confined to selected 
areas, with an aggregate population of 120,321. The results were very 
unsatisfactory. Altogether, 2,539 births were registered, giving a birth- 
rate of 20:9 per mille of population. The sexes born were in the propor- 
tion of 123 males to 100 females. So great an excess of males is without 
parallel in accurate statistics. In the districts of Sibsagar, Goalpara, and 
Darrang, the birth-rates approached very closely to the English birth- 
rate. They were 34:0, 32°1, and 31:3, respectively. 


It is to be hoped that, as the people become more familiar with 
the system and objects of registration, better results will be obtained in 
future years. An endeavour will he made to secure more accurate 
information regarding the rate of re-production and mortality in all the 
sudder stations. In the outlying portions of the Province, the difficulties 
of obtaining information on such subjects are almost insarmountable; 
and the statistics obtainable so long as registration is voluntary, will 
always be so untrustworthy, that, in the Chief Commissioner’s opinion, 
it would be almost better to abandon all idea of collecting them. In 
the sudder stations, however, all difficulties may eventually be overcome 
by careful supervision. 


SECTION 2.—IMMIGRATION anp LABOUR INSPECTION. 


269. As in the report for the previous year, a brief account of the 
immigrant population of the Province during the year under review will 
be given in this section, and certain subjects in connection with labour 
immigration into Assam will be touched upon. The statistics concerning 
the immigrant population during the year will also be compared with 
the corresponding statistics for the preceding year. 


270. At the commencement of the year 1877, there were 135,807 
Btatistics of the total immi- immigrants in the Province. During the year, 
Seeyeeeet: 31,897 immigrants were added by importation, 
and 54,815 were otherwise added. Thus, the total number of the 
immigrants employed in the Province during the year under review was 
222,519. 7,465 deaths occurred, 4,724 adults deserted, 53,111 immi- 
grants were otherwise deducted, that is, by determination of contract, b 
redemption under Section 137 of Act VII. (B.C.) of 1873, by cancel- 
ment of contract, and so on. The total number thus removed being 
65,300, the total number of immigrants remaining in the Province at the 
end of the year was 157,219, showing. an increase of 21,412 in the 
immigrant population of the Province. 
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271. The following table gives the statistics of the total immigrant 
population for the year 1877, as compared with those for the preceding 
year:— 





























1876. 1877. 
Number remaining at the commencement of the year.. 112,788 135,807 
PUNPOLCCd:. aiuskss)ccustengavensdecvedscuecuuesavieeasisecewesecessan 34,283 31,897 
OCDGrWise QEdER: xsi nsecasacccosavustewseccsesheseveecetatsaces 43,297 54815 
Total employed ............0s 190,368 222,519 
Died _ seacccevwsisesennnsubtelee accmsevaneveeseaseuedeouewneast ene 6,253 7,465 
DES OCU. “ectsacs wean dial wut vaneueiyesscusdeceveaanasesesgudaceaens 5.821 4,724 
Otherwise Geducted :<siscewewsses vseces vba sdebescessaces aucdeess 42,435 53,111 
LOCAL. seseseveslieseres 54,509 65,300 
Number remaining at the end of the year ........0css00e 135,859 157,219 
Deduct the difference of — .........-.scecscecscecseees aubenions 52 
Total wossieexseccses 135,807 
Calculated on average strength. 
Dea erate: ccsvacieranacesisuvnccsensoesesseac neecssesasseeoeseneas 5°02 5-09 
DCSOFUONGTAUC™. 20 vs ccccosasasaduness Ouautenseveensnaseaceses ee? 6-16 4°18 


The death-rate was thus nearly the same oe the two 
years. The desertion-rate during 1877 compares favourably with the 
desertion-rate during 1876. 


272. At the commencement of the year 1877 there were 41,549 
Statistics of labourers engagea Labourers en gage under Act VII. in the several 
under Act VIL. (B.C.) of 1873. tea districts of the Province, against 42,698 
such labourers in the preceding year. 22,668 such labourers were 
imported during the year 1877, of whom 14,382 were recruited by 
garden-sirdars and 8,286 through contractors, and 1,625 were otherwise 
added; the corresponding figures for the year 1876 are 19,813, 12,309, 
7,504, and 1,520, respectively. The total number employed was 68,842, 
against 64,031 employed in the preceding year. Of this number, 304 
were released on account of permanent unfitness under Section 112 of 
the Act, 13,569 were released by determination of contract, 365 by 
redemption under Section 137, and 152 by cancelment of contract under 
Sections 124 and 135; the corresponding figures for the preceding year 
are 244, 12,017, 226, and 156, respectively. The namber of deaths 
recorded was 3,740, giving a death-rate of 8°19 per cent., against 2,967 
deaths registered in 1876, showing a death-rate of 6°79 per cent. The 
death-rate calculated on actual strength was 5°51 per cent., against 4°72 
in the previous year. 2,584 persons deserted, against 2,444 persons who 
deserted in the previous year. The desertion-rate was thus 5°65 per cent, 
as compared with 5°59 in the preceding year. The desertion-rate calcu- 
lated on actual strength was 3°81 we cent., against 3°88 per cent. in 
1876. 3878 persons were imprisoned, against 236 persons imprisoned in 
1876, and 9,085 persons were otherwise deducted, against 1,130 so 
deducted in the preceding year. The total number deducted was thus 
22,077, against 19,420 in the previous year, and the number remaining 
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at the end of the year 1877 was 46,765, against 44,549 ee at the 
end of the year 1876. This shows a total increase of 2,216 in the year 
1877, against an increase of 1,851 in the preceding year as compared 
with the year 1875. 

The death-rate among labourers engaged under Act VII, 
whether calcnlated on actual or average strength, was higher in the 
year under report than in the preceding year. The death-rates among 
labourers from Nepal, Madras, and Bombay were very high during the 
year 1877; but the percentages are calculated on numbers too small to 
show a reliable average. The very high mortality during the year 
among Madrassi coolies, and the action taken by the Chief Commis- 
sioner in regard to these coolies, will be noticed further on. 

The death-rates among the labourers from Bengal, the North- 
Western Provinces, and Chota Nagpur during the year compare 
unfavourably with the death-rates among the same classes of labourers 
in the year 1876. The death-rate among labourers from the North- 
Western Provinces continues to be lamentably high :— 


Deathb-rate. 

M 11°37 a 

° ODN eas So SC CSTE SS chee eo Se : i 

North-Western Provinces ...9 women... 9:23 9:02 


The cause of this high death-rate was explained in paragraph 
308 of last year’s report, and the steps taken by the Chief Commis- 
sioner to remedy this evil were stated. The draft Regulation empower- 
ing the Local Government to close a garden to any particular class of 
labourers engaging under Act VII. (B.C.) of 1873 has been approved 
of by the Government of India. It has not, however, in the case of 
labourers from the North-Western Provinces, been found necessary 
to enforce the provisions of this Regulation. 


273. At the commencement of the year 1877 there were in the Pro- 
Sia istics od Gatalicrantaiaigoe. ee ace counting infants oe two years); 
ted otherwise than under the pro- immigrants imported otherwise than 
sions of Act VIL (BC) F187 ander the provisions of Act VII. of 1873 
(B.C.), against 61,584 such immigrants at the commencement of the 
preceding year. During the year under review, 7,855 such immigrants 
were imported, of whom 1,675 were men, 1,420 were women, 2,696 boys, 
and 2,064 girls, against 11,911 imported in the previous year, of whom 
4,432 were men, 3,130 women, 2,527 boys, and 1,822 girls. 

The number of immigrants re-engaged on expiry of contract 
during the year 1877 was 24,366, of whom 11,867 were men, 9,655 
women, 1,551 boys, and 1,293 girls. The number otherwise added 
was 19,467. 

The total number added during the year was thus 51,688, against 
44,172 in the preceding year, and the total number employed was 
128,020, the corresponding figures for the preceding year being 105,756. 

There was thus a gross increase of 22,264 such immigrants during 
the year under review. 

The total number of such immigrants who left the gardens during 
the year with permission amounted to 28,277, of whom 13,414 were 
men, 9,868 women, 2,751 boys, and 2,244 girls. 
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The corresponding figures for the previous year are 22,866, 
11,079, 7,964, 2,300, and 1,523. 

The total number of such immigrants who left the gardens without 
permission or deserted was 2,708, against 4,086 in the previous year, 
showing a net decrease of 1,378. 

The total number of such immigrants who died during the year 
1877 was 2,487, against 1,984 in the preceding year. 

The number of minors who arrived at 16 years of age was 854, 
against 488 in the preceding year. 

The total number otherwise deducted during the year 1877 was 
1,921. The total number deducted was 36,247, against 29,424 im 
the previous year, and the total number remaining at the end of the 
year 1877 was 91,773, against 76,332 in the preceding year. The 
net increase to the free immigrant population of the Province during 
the year under report was thus 15,441. 


The death-rate during the year among this class of immigrants 
(excluding children and infants) was 1°73 per cent. (calculated on actual 
strength) and 2°61 per cent. (calculated on average strength). The 
corresponding figures for 1876 are 1°69 per cent. and 2°64 per cent. 
The desertion-rate during the year (excluding children and infants) was 
2°38 per cent. (calculated on actual strength) and 3°58 (calculated on 
average strength). The corresponding figures for 1876 are 4°26 per 
cent. and 6°64 percent. The death-rate thus remained nearly stationary, 
while the desertion-rate shows a satisfactory decrease. 


At the commencement of the year 1877 there were in the 
Province 14,926 infants, against 8,506 infants at the commencement of 
the previous year. 1,374 infants were imported during the year, against 
2,559 imported in the previous year. 4,950 were born during the year, 
against 6,952 born in the previous year, and 4,407 were otherwise 
added, against 2,564 in the preceding year. The total number of 
infants in the Province during 1877 was thus 25,657, against 20,581 
in 1876. There was thus a gross increase during the year under 
report of 5,076 infants. 


The total number of infants who died during the year was 1,238, 
against 1,302 in the preceding year. The death-rate was thus 7°36 
per cent., against 11°11 per cent. in 1876. 


The total number of infants who were otherwise deducted was 
5,738, against 4,363 in the previous year. 

The total number of infants remaining at the end of the year 
was 18,681. The corresponding figures for the previous year being 
14,926, there was thus a net increase of 3,755 infants during the year 
under review. 

Among 48,823 women (average strength) 4,950 infants were born 
during the year 1877, giving a birth-rate of 10°13 per cent. In the 
previous year among 43,247 women (average strength) 6,952 infants 
were born, giving a birth-rate of 16°07 per cent. The birth-rate in both 
years was satisfactorily high. 
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274. Immigration operationsat Dhubri have very much increased in 

magnitude since their commencement, in March, 

Donbri and Rajmehal route =» «11875, and their still further extension, conse- 

quent on the opening of the Northern Bengal line to Rangpur, is 
certain. 

Daring the year 1877-78, 8,704 emigrants were originally regis- 
tered to proceed to the labour districts, against 3,782 such emigrants 
registered in 1876-77. The total number received at Dhubri was 8,053 
eae 3,624 in the preceding year; and the total number of emigrants. 
who reached their final destination was 7,767, against 3,561 in 1876-77 
The percentage of loss on the road to Dhubri was 6:009, against 3°86 in 
the previous year. The percentage of loss at Dhubri, and on the passage 
up from Dhubri, was respectively 1:19 and 1°72, as compared with °46 
and ‘89, respectively, in 1876-77. These percentages compare unfavour- 
ably with the percentages during the previous year. The increase in the 
rate of mortality is ascribed to the occurrence of cholera in the months 
of January and March. 

The details of loss on the way between the recruiting districts 
and Dhubri dre said by the Superintendent of Emigration to be still 
unreliable, there being practically no check on desertions being reported 
as deaths. Mr. Camphell’s attention has been directed to the desirability 
of devising some means of scrutinizing the reports of the sirdars during 
the journey to Dhubri. 

In addition to the emigrants concerning whom statistics have 
been given above, 1,899 emigrants set off to march up the whole way 
from the recruiting districts to Lakhimpur; of these, 1,885 reached their 
respective destinations, 11 having died and 3 absconded on their way 
up. The death-rate among these parties, less than ‘7 per cent., was satis- 
factorily low. . It is, however, not easy to understand why the mortality 
among these parties on the journey to Dhubri by isa should be so 
much lesa than the mortality during the same journey among those 
emigrants who proceeded onwards from Dhubri by steamer. But, as 
stated before, the death-rate among the latter class during the journey 
by road is unreliable. 

In addition to the emigrants imported vid Dhubri under agreements 
of some kind or the other, 433 emigrants under no contract of any 
kind embarked at Dhubri during the year as third-class passengers. 
No casualties are reported to have occurred among these emigrants. 

A scheme for establishing an improved system of steamer service 
between Dhubri and Dibrugarh has already been laid before the 
Government of India, and, if the scheme is sanctioned, the death-rate 
among the coolies during the passage will, itis hoped, be greatly reduced, 
as the passage from Dhubri to Dibrugarh would be performed in a much 
shorter time than at present, and it has been almost invariably found 
that heavy mortality from cholera has taken place when the voyage has 
been a protracted one. 

If the marching up of emigrants engaging under Act VII. 
attains the development which recent experience foreshadows, it will by 
necessary, the Chief Commissioner thinks, to regulate the system be 
some definite rules, as the provisions of the Act relating to the journey to 
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the labour districts do not apply to emigrants marched up the whole way; 
but these rules should be few and simple. 

Sir Steuart Bayley considers the success of the Dhubri route to be 
now past question. 


275. The death-rate for 1877-78 amongst emigrants on the river 
passage to Assam, namely, 3°59 per cent., was 
unusually high, the rate in the preceding year 
having been only 1°46 per cent.; but the Chief Commissioner is inclined 
to think that the high death-rate during the year was exceptional, and 
was owing almost entirely to outbreaks of cholera, 251 coolies having 
died froin that disease during the voyage, giving a death-rate from cholera 
of 2°31 per cent. In 1876-77 only 124 deaths occurred from cholera 
during the voyage, giving a death-rate of 1:21 per cent. Whether the 
high death-rate from cholera during the year 1877-78 was due to any 
special causes or not, the Chief Commissioner is unable to say. He has 
not yet received a copy of the Report of the Superintendent of Emigra- 
tion for that year. 


Death-rate on river passage. 


276. The subject of the detention of steamers during the voyage 
was mentioned in para. 313 of last year’s report. 
It is satisfactory to find that no complaints of 
the undue detention of steamers were made during the year under review. 


Detention of steamers. 


277. The death-rate during the year among the Madrassi coolies 
Fitness or otherwise of Maa. 2™Mported into Upper Assam was lamentably 
rassi coulices for labour in Assam. high. The facts, as represented, seem to 
point to want of care in selecting the individual coolies rather than to 
any special condition of the gardens upon which they were employed. 
Inquiries were sect on foot, with the view to ascertain whether any 
general prohibition against the importation of Madrassi coolies might 
be necessary. ‘These inquiries seem to indicate that no such general 
prohibition was requisite, but that immigrants from certain dis- 
tricts of Madras, especially those on the sea coast, seemed almost inva- 
riably to show a very high rate of mortality. Accordingly, under 
Regulation IV. of 1877, the Chief Commissioner notified that the 
provisions of Chapter 13 of Act VII. of 1873 (B.C.) should be held 
applicable to Madrassi labourers, thereby permitting the importation of 
such labourers to be prohibited in such localities as proved unsuited to 
them. Whether any action has as yet been taken under that notifica- 
tion by the local authorities has not yet been brought to the Chief 
Commiissioner’s notice. 

Sir Steuart Bayley will watch the importation of Madrassi 
coolies carefully for another vear, and, if the mortality still continues, 
he will address the Lieatenant-Governor of Bengal, with a view to 
Section 10 of the Act being put in force. His Honour has been 
requested by the Chief Commissioner to direct the attention of the 
Medical Inspector of Emigrants, Calcutta, to the necessity for special 
strictness in scrutinizing the condition of Madrassi labourers emigrating 
to Assam, and the rigorous exclusion of those why are likely to be 
unable to labour in Assam tea-gardens. 
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278. During the year 1877 there were 832 tea-gardens existing in 
issn: the Province, as compared with 800 gardens 
existing in 1876. Of these 832 gardens, only 
480 gardens employed labourers engaging under Act VII. (B.C.) of 1873, 
either exclusive of, or together with, other labourers ; and consequently 
the Inspectors of Labourers were bound by law to visit this number of 
gardens only under Section 104 of the said Act. Of these 480 gardens, 
210 were visited once only, 110 were visited twice, 21 were visited thrice, 
and 139 gardens were left unvisited during the year 1877. It is, how- 
ever, in the Chief Commissioner’s opinion, very questionable whether it 
is necessary to require that all gardens should be inspected at stated 
intervals, as at present. There are very many gardens employing 
labourers engaged under the Act which, owing to the large clearances 
and absence of jungle and to good sanitary arrangements, have for years 
past exhibited very low death-rates. Such gardens it is arobably 
unnecessary to inspect save at very long intervals. There are many 
other gardens, too, in regard to which inspection might well be less 
frequent than is at present the case. Sir Steuart Bayley would accord- 
ingly be disposed to regulate the minuteness and frequency of inspections 
in accordance with some such classification based on the secre in which 
supervision is really required. 


279. On the whole, the Chief Commissioner is of opinion that the 
working of the Department during the year discloses a satisfactory state 
of affairs as regards labour immigration into this Province. On all sides 
he has heard the strongest testimony borne to the almost invariable good 
treatment of the coolies by the planters, and to the sufficiency of the 
accommodation provided for the labourer, and the attention paid to his 
comfort, on the tea-gardens. That in many points connected with 
labour immigration into Assam there is still much room for improve- 
ment Sir Steuart Bayley quite admits; but, on the whole, the relations 
between the two parties are satisfactory,—the coolie is better off in 
Assam than he would be probably anywhere else, and there is a prospect 
of the difficulties in connection with transport, which have hitherto, 
directly and indirectly, made the imported coolie such an expensive 
instrament being panidly and materially diminished. 


SECTION 3.—MEDICAL RELIEF. 


280. There were 18 dispensaries open during the year in the 
Province, as compared with 17 open in 1876, and 16 in 1875. A new 


dispensary was Ye at Mangaldai, the principal residents of which 
place have subscribed liberally in its support. 


The total number of patients treated was 27,724, against 28,085 
in the previous year. The in-door patients numbered 2,531, against 
2,582 in 1876, and the out-door 25,193, against 25,503 in the previous 
year. In both classes there was a slight decrease. The principal 
diseases treated were, as in former years, malarious fever, dysentery and 
diarrhoea, skin diseases, goitre, rheumatism, syphilis, pneumonia, ulcers, 
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spleen disease, and worms. The last-mentioned disease seems to be 
very generally prevalent. It is stated that in some districts, among the 
bodies of natives submitted to post-mortem examination, there is hardly 
one in which numbers of worms are not found in the intestines. 179 
cholera cases were treated; of these, 91 were treated in Cachar alone. 
The number of major surgical operations is very sinall ; only 27 sach 
operations were reported to have been performed during the year, against 
&9 in the previous year, and of these 21 alone were performed in the 
stations of Svlhet and Cachar. Of minor operations there were 1,035 
performed during the year, against 1,089 performed during the prece- 
ding year. Of the in-door patients, 19 per cent. died. It seems that in 
certain districts, and especially in Lakhimpur, a very large proportion of 
the patients are tea-coolies, who are admitted in a state of extreme 
emaciation from dysentery or dropsy, and who are past the possibility 
of cure. 

Excluding the cost of European medicines, which cannot be 
stated accurately, the total amount contributed by Government was 
Rs. 8,642-9-5. The other sources of income were (a) the Labour Tran- 
sport and Local Funds, () subscriptions, and (c) interest on investments. 
The Labour Transport and other Funds contributed Rs. 6,502-9-2, and 
private subscriptions amounted to Rs. 9,415-3-9, of which sam 
Re. 5,552-10-9 were contributed by Europeans, and Rs. 3,862-9 by 
natives. The interest on investments amounted to Rs. 1382-13-11. The 
total expenditure was Rs. 26,846-12-84, and the balance to credit at the 
close of the year was Rs. 4,883-12-10}. 

The results which attended the working of dispensaries through- 
out the year may be considered as, on the whole, fairly satisfactory. 
Much ditticulty is, however, experienced in some places in inducing the 
native community to contribute towards the support of these institutions. 


SECTION 4.—LUNATIC ASYLUMS. 


281. The Tezpur Lunatic Asylum continues to be the only 
institution of the kind in the Province. 

The buildings have undergone little change, but considerable 
improvements have been made in the drainage of the site upon which 
they stand. It was found that after heavy rain the whole Asylum 
compound become more or less swampy, and consequently the floors of 
the huts became extremely damp. This evil has been remedied by 
cutting large drains, which give a ready exit to the surface-water. 

Twenty-four patients, including four re-admissions, wereadmitted 
during the year, and 47 remained from the previous year,—thus, the total 
lunatic population was 71, and the average population was 35°46. 24 
patients were discharged cured or made over to their friends. 13 diedand 
34 remained in the asylum at the close of the year. The death-rate was 
excessive, viz., 36°6. In the nine months of 1876, during which the 
asvyluin was open, the mortality was at the rate of 34°4 per cent. per 
annum. A very large proportion of the mortality was due in both years 
to dysentery and diarrhoea. It was doubtless due to some extent to 
the state of health the lunatics were in on admission. 
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The majority of the lunatics were natives of other provinces. 
Of the 24 admissions, only 10 were natives of Assam. 

The expenditure during the year continued very heavy in 
relation to the number of lunatics. The total outlay was Rs. 6,369-6-3, 
and the total outlay per head was Rs. 179-5-8; but, as a sum of 
Rs. 106-4-4 was received on account of paying patients, the actual cost 
to Government per head was Rs. 176-9-64. 

The high cost per head arises from two causes,—(a) the fact that 
an establishment has to be kept up which would:suttice for the care of a 
much larger number of lunatics; (6) the high price of food in Assam. 

In these calculations the value of the work done by the lunatics 
has not been taken into account. It was very trifling, however, the 
principal product being vegetables for the use of the lunatics themselves. 

he numbers under treatment are too small to admit of any 
safe conclusion being drawn regarding the forms of mental disease most 
aera in the Province, or as to the relative liability of the sexes to 
unacy. 


SECTION 3.—SANITATION. 


282. The only sanitary work of importance undertaken during the 
year was the drainage of the town of Gauhati. The swamps in the 
rear of this town have been for years a source of serious injurv to the 
health of the community, and the work of draining them is one of 
imperative necessity. It is expected that the execution of this work 
will be attended by the best effects. In other places the means available 
have, as heretofore, been mainly devoted to keeping up the scavengering 
establishment and maintaining surface sleaulieee It is hoped that 
means may be found for improving the water-supply of some of the larger 
towns, which is in a very unsatisfactory state; but the scarcity of funds 
is the great obstacle to the carrying out of this and other improvements, 
the need of which is fully recognised. 

The difficulties in the way of carrying out any general system of 
sanitation in this Province have been detailed in previous reports. These 
difficulties are still as formidable as over. 


SECTION 6.—VACCINATION. 


283. In this Province there is no special establishment for carrying 
on vaccination operations. The work is done by native vaccinators 
attached to the Nseries and acting under the orders of the Civil 
Surgeons. 

A large amount of vaccination is done by the medical officers 
attached to tea-gardens among the tea coolies which does not appear in 
the returns at all, and a good deal of the work shown in the returns as 
done by Government vaccinators is really done among the same class. 
The Assamese of all classes, high and low, have a superstitious dislike 
to vaccination, and offer a passive resistance to its progress; and the 
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vaccinators, in order to be able to show some work for their pay, operate 
among the coolies, who are under control, and do as they are told to do 
by their emplovers. 

During the vear under report there were 18,494 primary vac- 
cinations, of which 17,085, or 75°45, were successful, and 95 re-vacci- 
nations of which 80, or 84 per cent. were successful. 

Assuming that every case reported as suceessful was really so, 
these figures show what a very small fraction of the population is as vet 
protected against small-pox. Taking the birth-rate among the popula- 
tion included in the returns at the low rate of 40 per mille per annum, 
there must have been 143,360 children born within the year, and of 
these only 12,591, or about 1 in 12, were protected against small-pox. 
In Sylhet, the most populous district in the Province, not 1 in 800 of the 
children born were protected. 

Ot the whole 17,085 persons reported to have been successfully 
vaccinated, no less than 7,667 belong to one district, namely, Kamrup. 
The success of vaccination in that district is most encouraging, and does 
much credit to Dr. Russell, the Civil Surgeon of Gauhati. Dr. Russell 
has set the right way to work, by inducing the hereditary inoculators to 
abandon inoculation in favour of vaccination, and his well-directed efforts 
have been attended by much success in most parts of the district. 

There are now in Kamrup no less than 102 hereditary inoca- 
lators who practise vaccination. 

There were altogether 18 vaccinators employed during the year 
at a cost of Rs. 1,799-2-4, of which sum Rs. 1,594-2-4 were contributed 
from Provincial Funds, Rs. 120 by Municipalities, and Rs. 85 from 
Local Funds. 

The apathy of the people, and their superstitious dislike to 
vaccination, are very formidable obstacles to the progress of vaccination 
in this Province, and the system of operations is ill-suited to the circum- 
stances of the country. Sir Steuart Bayley is convinced that the dis- 
pensary system of vaccination, as it is called, will never effect much in 
a country where the population is so sparse, and locomotion so difficult, 
as is the case in Assam: nothing but a properly-organized circle estab- 
lishment will avail for the protection of Assam from small-pox, 
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CHAPTER VII. 


INSTRUCTION. 


SECTION 1.—GENERAL SYSTEM OF PUBLIC INSTRUC- 
TION.—[ Blank. ] 


SECTION 2.—EDUCATION. 


284. The number of schools existing in the Province at the close of 
the year 1877-78 was 1,175, against 1,133 at the close of 1876-77. The 
number of pupils on the 3lst March, 1878, was 34,376, as compared 
with 31,925 on the 3lst March, 1877. There has thus been an increase 
of 42 schools and 2,451 pupils, or an increase of 3:7 per cent. in the 
number of schools and of 7:7 in the number of pupils. 


285. The total expenditure for the last two years was as shown 
below :— 








1876-77. 1877-78, 

Subscribed by the public...........csceseeeeee 80,794 80,571 
From Provincial Funds ...........ssecssssesces 144,413 1,45,424 
From Local Funds -..............ssccecscssecees 29,761 29,972 
TOUS] cevcesvecst 2,54,978 2,55,967 








The increase of over 74 per cent. in the number of pupils, 
attended with an increased expenditure of less than 4 annas per the 
Rs. 100, is a subject for congratulation; but it must be observed that, 
whereas the contributions of the people amounted in 1876-77 to 31°7 
of the total cost, in 1877-78 they fell to 31°5 per cent. 

Taking the figures given in the Bengal Census Report of 
1872 as correct, it is found that in the plains districts one person in 
every 120, and in the hill districts one person in every 95, goes to 
school. In the preceding year, the proportions were one in 129 and 
one in 95, respectively. The figures evidence a marked advancement 
in the plains districts The number of square miles to each school in 
the plains has fallen from 26°5 to 25:5. : 


286. It appears from the educational statistics that the propor- 
tion of Hindus to Mussulmans at school in the Province during the 
year was as 54 to 2. These educational statistics are concerned with 
schools “ under inspection” only, t.e., schools which supply the depart- 
ment with all the returns called for during the year ; it has, however, 
from inquiry been ascertained that in the Sylhet district there are over 200 
sndependant maktabs, or private schools, attended by more than 3,500 
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Muhammadan pupils. No account is taken of these schools in the educa- 
tional tables of statistics. The education given in these maktahs is 
generally nominal, consisting of the teaching of portions of the Koran to 
a few of the Mussulman boys of a village ; the teacher is generally an 
itinerant mu/la, who settles down for some months in a village, and 
when he thinks he has performed his mission he betakes himself to some 
other village, where he starts a new maktab. 

It may he noted, however, that, with the single exception of the 
Sibsagar district, there were found a larger number of Mussulmans in 
the schools at the close of the present than during the preceding year. 
In this district, as well as in Nowgong and Lakhimpur, the Mubammadans 
are proportionately better schoolgoers than the Hindus; in Goalpara, 
Kamrup, and Darrang, the relative attendance of Hindus and Muhamma- 
dans is much the same. It is in the districts of Sylhet and Cachar, and 
more especially in the former, that the Mussulmans are found so apathetic 
in the matter of State education. 

Out of the total number of pupils attending the schools mm 
1876-77, 80:4 per cent. belonged to the lower classes of society: in 
1877-78 the proportion was 79-7 per cent. 

287. Primary Instruction.—The following statement shows an in- 
crease of 39 in the number of primary schools, and of 2,192 in the 
number of pupils attending them, as compared with the preceding 
year :— 


Year. Schools. Pupils. 
ES (G2 Cl vesoosnsaieveeeesecesceursswiveensdeeaveesevecsss « 1,023 24,883 
108 este dea eied ah ania acid eases 1,062 27,075 


The cost during the year of these 1,062 schools came to Rs. 70,991, 
of which sum of Rs. 48,060 were contributed by the State. The average 
daily attendance having been 18,855, the cost to Government of 
educating cach pupil came to Rs. 2-8-9 out of Rs, 3-12-2; in 1876-77 
the cost to Government was Rs. 2-11-7 out of Rs. 4-0-11. The cost of 
educating each pupil is ascertained by dividing by the average daily 
attendance; were it the practice to divide by the number of pupils on the 
rolls, all of whom have no doubt received some education, the cost to 
Government of each pupil would be found to be Re. 1-12-4 out of 
Rs. 2-9-11, against Re. 1-14-1 out of Rs. 2-13-11 in the previous year. 

It may be remarked here that, in addition to the pupils readin 
in the primary schools, there were 4,404 others reading in middle an 
higher schools who were stillin the primary stage of instruction. Thus, 
out of 34,376 pupils, 31,479, or 91°6 per cent., were receiving a primary 
education; in the years 1875-76 and 1876-77 the percentages were 917 
and 91°4, respectively. 

988. Secondary Instruction.—-(a) Middle Vernacular Schools.-—The 
number of these schools remained the same (57) as in the foregoing year, 
but there was an increase of 250 pupils attending them, riz., from 2.970 to 
3,220. Their cost came to Ks. 24,748, against Rs. 25,918 in 1876-77. 
The average cost per head to Government was Rs. 5-6-8, and to the public 
Rs. 5-13-1; against Rx. 5-15-1 and Rs. 5-14-8, respectively, in the 
previons year. In the year under review the people contributed 518 
per cent. of the cost of the education of their children reading in middle 
vernacular schvols, against 50 per cent. in the preceding year. 
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289. (b) Middle lish Schools—These schools numbered 33, 
against 31 in 1876-77, and the number of pupils attending them rose from 
2,192 to 2,249. Their total cost increased from Rs. 23,141 to Rs. 25,747, 
while the cost to Government fell from Rs. 8,499 to Rs. 8,206. In 
1876-77 the cost to Government of middle English schools was 36-7 
per cent. of the total cost, in 1877-78 it was 31:9 per cent. only. 

The cost per head for the last two years was— 


1876-77, 1877-78. 

. Rs. A. P. 

To Government .........00 we cescceres 618 6 5 6 0 
To the people ...........scsssccseseceres 10 1 0 11 7 8 


290. (ce) Higher Class Schools.— Schools teaching up to the University 
Standard.—These schools consist of the eight zila schools and 
an unaided school situated in the town of -Sylhet called the Mufti School. 
The number of pupils reading in these nine schools was 1,469, the 
average daily attendance was 1,155, against 1,133 in the preced- 
ing year. None of the candidates sent up from the Mufti School proved 
successful at the last Entrance Examination. In no ee year were 
there so large a number of candidates successful at the Entrance 
f£xamination from among those sent up by the zila schools. 


291. Female Educution.—It is encouraging to find an increase still 
continuing in the number of female pupils attending the schools. The 
following table shows a net increase of 191 girls, or of more than 17 
per cent. above the number attending the schools in the previous year:— 




















Number of female 
rs 

District. Increase. | Decrease. 
1876-77. | 1877-78. 
Cachar ........sccccccccccccccccrccvescccscersccscscoos 75 103 
Sylhet .........cccccsccceccsccserssssescecesecos conve 55 195 
GodlpAra ..........sceccrecensconssssasevscerecseeoees 50 36 
R&Mrup:. ccseciesdsntescccassadeeracsvessssenseveseses 226 142 
Darrang  .....sccccccccscccscsescecscseces soesececcoes 48 52 
NOWQONG .....ccccsseseccerescecesces scenes sce cesesecs 55 98 
Sibehigar ......02 cssccesceccssecccoece ecescenececess 72 89 
Laklimpur .......ccccccccccscsssercsscesccccsccocees 87 34 
Total of plains districts.........+.. 618 749 
Khasi and Jainti& Hills ..........scccscssesseseeee 458 528 
G&ro Hille.......cccccccscccscccccceccccececscscsccocss 20 10 
Nagra Hills...........0.0+ sscsceccccrsvcccecceccceseess 4 4 
Total Hill Distriots...... 482 642 

Grand Total...... 1,100 | 1,291 eee 
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Besides those actually at school, many girls and adult females 
devote their leisure hours at home to reading and writing. 


292. Special Instruction.—(a) Normal Schools.—During the year 
under review the normal schools turned out 117 persons, who are now 
engaged in teaching; of these, 84 qualified themselves for different 
classes of schoolmastership certificates, in 1876-77 only 62 were s0 
qualified. 


293. (b) Technical Schools—Under this head are included the 
Williamson artizan school at Jorhat, and the Williamson sarvey class 
attached to the Sibsagar zila school. Both these schools are suppo 
from the Williamson Endowment Fund. In the artizan school the 
arts of the carpenter, the wheelwright, and the blacksmith are taught, 
and it is working with tolerable success. 

‘ . * 


SECTION 3.—LITERATURE anp rae PRESS. 


294. During the year 1877, only 17 books were registered, against 
37 registered in the preceding year. | | 

Of the 17 books registered, 8 were educational and 9 non-educa- 
tional works; 15 were original works and 2 were translations. 

The number of copies of educational works fell from 11,600 m 
1876 to 8,000 in 1877, and the number of copies of non-educational 
works from 16,150 to 8,364. 

The books registered in 1877 treat of the following subjects:— 


I. Biography. IV. Poetry. 
II. Fiction. V. Religion. 
III. Language. VI. Miscellaneous. 





Biography is represented by a life and genealogy of Sankar Dev. 
Fiction is represented by a book of 384 pages regarding a Goddess by 
name “ Manassa,”’ said to be the Goddess of Snakes. 

Under the head of Language are included two keys to the study 
of two Bengali books. The remaining books are reading books for 
schools, written in Bengali and Assamese. 

Poetry is represented by (1) “ Bharatesvari,” an ode to Her 
Most Gracious Majesty the Queen on the occasion of her assuming the 
title of Empress of India; (2) a small poetical reader; (3) a poem 
entitled “ Manas Kusam” or the Flower of Desire; and (4) a poem 
written in memory of the late Babu Kasbihari Datta, of Sylhet. 

One book only, “ Bhakti Ratnabali,” a treatise on devotion, comes 
under the head of Jteliqgion. 

Of the miscellaneous works, one is a genealogical table of a 
Muhammadan named Koresh; a second work describes the proceed- 
ings of a meeting held by a native Joint Stock Company recently 
started in Cachar ; the remaining works are small primers for the use of 
schools. | e5 ie 
The publications are of little interest, and seem to require no 
further comment. 13 are written in Bengali and 4 in Assamese. 
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- ° The expenditure incurred under Section 10 of Act XXV. of 
1867, in the purchase of books during the years 1875, 1876, and 1877, 
is given below :— : 
1876, 1878, 1877. 
Ra. As. Rs, As. P. Rs Aa P, 
8 10 26 11 6 81 10 6 
Of the amount of Rs. 31-10-6, Rs. 6-6-0 were paid for publications 
sup - for the British Museum, under the orders of the Government 
of India. 
Fees levied under Section 18 of Act XXV. of 1867 amounted 
to Rs. 4 only. No necessity arose for any prosecution under Section 16 
of the Act. 
295. During the year the number of presses in the Province was 
six,—the same asin the preceding year.  —ssis ka ye os 
The newspapers published were the same as in 1876, a classifi- 
cation of them:will be found in the statement marked C 2 —Statistics 
of Instruction—The Press, 1877-78. 


SECTION 4.—LITERARY SOCIETIES. 
Wil. 

SECTION 5.—ARTS anv SCIENCES. 
Nil. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 


ARCHAOLOGY. 


296. No fresh archeological remains have been discovered in the 
Province during the year under report, and there are no archeological 
objects anywhere in Assam of sufficient interest or importance to 
require the special attention of Government for their preservation. The 
Chief Commissioner has, however, instructed District Officers generally 
to exert their influence with the owners of all old buildings of any 
public interest, with a view to encourage their preservation as far as 

ossible. 

: In March. 1877, the Chief Commissioner addressed a circular to 
all District Officers, stating that he was desirous of ascertaining what 
ancient inscriptions of interest or importance were to be found in the 
Province, with a view to the record and preservation of such as might 
prove to be of value, and requesting them to endeavour to procare 
accurate copies of all inscriptions on mosques, temples, or detached 
stones, or on copper-plates believed to be more than a century old 
In accordance with the request contained in the above noted circular, 
copies of several ancient inscriptions have been submitted by some of 
the District Officers, and endeavours are being made to have those 
obtained translated, in case they may prove oie of any interest or 
archzological value. 
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CHAPTER IX. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


SECTION I.—ECCLESIASTICAL JURISDICTION. 


297. Ecclesiastical affairs in the Province are unde isi 
of el Bishop . eos eee 
ere is only one plain on the establishment, wh i 
part of the year at Gauhati and part of the year at Shillong, rat 
also be o&lpéra four a : year. 
ere is a minister at Di arh, who is paid by the Additi 
Clergy Society, and who visits Sadi, & ONCe a ear Thore is at oe 
minister paid by the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign 
Parts; he visits Nowgong twice a year, Bishnath twice a year, and 
Manzaldai three times during the year. ; 
© minister who was in 1877 appointed to Jorha&t and the: sur- 
rounding districts got fever and to return to Calcutta. The 
minister at Silchar paid by the Additional Clergy Society, who used to 
visit Sylhet four times a year, does not now do so; but that station would 
appear to be visited occasionally by the Chaplain of Dacca. 
There are seven churches in the Province,—at Shillong, Gauhati 
Tezpur, Mangaldai, Dibrugarh, Sylhet, and Silchar. 
The Lord Bishop of Calcutta has granted His Lordship’s license 


to the following tempora urches, viz.:— 
Ener, digbn, Cache, 
t. Mark’s, at r. 

» Luke's, at Phulertol, Cachar. 

,», John’s at Burkhola, Cachar, 


At Dhubri, Godlpaéra, Assam. 
Statistics. 
mmm [embaten| Gece | my, 











Church of England ......... 7 5 . & 24,309 
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SECTION 2.—ECCLESIASTICAL. 


298. There is nothing to add to the information given under this 
head in previous reports. 


SECTION 3.—STATIONERY. 


299. The Superintendent of Stationery having again been unable 
this year to give the information asked for, this section is blank. 


STATISTICAL TABLES, 1877-78. 
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1. Survey and Settlement. 























SURVEY. 
eo eco a c * © 
Arca previous], surve el in miles. | Cost per mile. Surveyed ae vee with 
Revenue. | 
3 3 3 \ 3 
Topographically. e, : a g 3 
= 4 g s 
= 3 fe g E 
a | gf B P & 
Rs. As. P. Ra A Pz 
22,572 27 686 fs 18 0 0 eatee 3,752 0 0 cove 
SETTLEMENT. 
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Area in Annual | nate of expiry of 
Nature of Settlement, revenue piry Remarks 
miles. ; i Settlement, 
Rs. 

Settled in perpetuity ...... ae koa ee aae en 5,496°49 8,78 294 Siwkvavee ces 

»  forthirty years or upwards ..ceeeeees 26°42 34.535 1907 to 1962 

. » ten sears and under thirty .csecee- ) sl reves 2,99.488 1879 to 1897 

yy UNE CEM YEUTS Coc c ccc ec eenee ecencces 3,921°87 24,17,973 $list March, 1878 
gy AN PLOQTOSBE cp ccccccccccccsecceccveces 497° 20,156 de aethes eed 
Total........ 11,759°55 31,560,446 oe vevecccces 

Settlements previously made, including full 

reeord of rivhts ween rere ere ent en aeseeesaneee 2,116°90 8,75,512 Cevsecesccos 
Settlements without such record eenaeeuesave 5,496°49 3,78,294 eeeeanenencenn 
Settlements during ] Detailed enmoeaestenvees 409°77 8,96.844 Caueveeer2ere 
the yeur { SUMMON RY eaises-oie cence 3,239°39 19,79,640 co cecccecces 
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[10] E.—-Fiscay (1877-78). 


3.— Varieties of Tenure held direct from Government. 





























1 | 2 8 4 5 6 7 8 9 
te Pi tet 

P/F ie] eye) e yg |t 

Nature of tenure. ; 2 oe 5 } a 8 $ 
Pil ede) 8 ee oe) oe 

4 g | 25 5 fg fs EB hs 

p12 ie] € | ge] gi] og [8 


Held by indivi- eeanace eene 
duals under law 
Great zemin- of primogeniture 
daries, paying 
more than Rs. Held by indivi- eveeee eeee 
60,000 revenue. duals and fami- 
lies under ordi- 


nary law. 


Under law of pri-| ...... oe 
Large zemin- ( ne 
daries, paying mogeniture. 


more than Rs. 
6,000 revenue. | Pager ordinary | ...... ee 





Small zemindaries other than those 618 8,126 20,45,632 8,310 484 0 O/] 1 0 
of cultivating communities. 

Proprietary cultivating communities 8,989 88,955) 8,32,015 8 | 180 0; 0 8 
paying in common. 

Proprietary cultivators paying se- | 5,22,096 9,98,379) 50,95,264 9} 6 0 06; 0 100 
parately, including all small estates 
paying less than Rs. 100. 4 

Holders of ( In perpetuity .... 455 | 53 868| 60,524 TW Sotecee -) Sendie 
revenue-free ° 
tenures. For life ..cccvccces 522 A 2,341 24,958 47 eene08 esoeee 

Grants held under the rules of 1838 86 86) 78,315* 910 | .ccece seecee 
and 1854. 

Landholders who have redeemed the 1,778 2,098; 2,76,045 154 | ..ccce ccecen 
revenue, 

Purchasers of waste lands eeeconce 827 J 293 1,92,254 888 eenves oovece 

. { 
Total. .scsccsccsces §,84,871 10,90,646 81,05,002 15 eeceene oees ee 





® Of these areas, 53,582 acres were assessed during the year. 


[11] _ 4,—Fiscar (1877-78). 


Varieties of Tenure not held direct from Government. 


[No data. ] 


STATISTICAL RETURNS. Xvi 
[12 | E.—Fiscau (1877-78.) 
5.—Register of Transfers. 


NaTURRK OF TENURE TRANSFERRED. 


REMARKS. 
1 8 

Great zemindaries, complete ..........+- cone 

Shares in Gitto. ....cccccccsccccccccasvccoce 

Large semindaries ......sesceeee eevesiesees 

Shares in ditto.......ccee. eveooenor eeaeeened 

Small zemindaries......ccccccccccceccsevcces » These figu- 
res refer to 
Sylhet and 
by the District 
y the District 

Bhares in ditto. ..ccccccccceseccccecescsscecs Judge. There 
being no speci- 
fication as to 
the quantity of 
land sold in 

Villages owned by cultivating communities .. execution cases 
in the civil 


court,the 
Shares in ditto... ccccccccccccccccccccecccece 





Holdings of proprietary cultivators.......... 612 8-1-19] .... sicee 


Intermediate holdings of a transferable 60 


ch: racter. 26-0-0 $1-1-12 esee 


Holdings of ryote at fixed rates ....... ease 1 11-0-0} ..,. eee 


Holdings of ryots with right of occupancy .. 1,178 758-1-13| §2-0-0 453 
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STATISTICAL RETURNS. 


B.—JupDICcIAL STATEMENT. 














ve ° e e 
2. (Criminal).— Statement of offences reported, and of persons tried, convicted, 
and acquitted, for each offence in the Province of Assam in the year 1877. 
= 2 53 3. 3 a BS Ens 
2 | fal eg |B) -|2 | a | 2Ek 
> 5 £ = & 
8 y 2? = a He,3 
q es ea | 7 8 | addes 
2 ge % 2 z z 3 | ige4 
DESCRIPTION OF OFFENCES. 38 of Z & : 5 3% gaq 
°3 a6 3S , a eqca 5 
Bs? g 
2 8 & a 3 3 gj Mesa, 
. 32 38 a3 3 | & | of q ecez 
ga SR i sb | | 8 | 8s BS8e 
Z 7 41/8 (4 a ee 
8 Unlawful assembly, /143 to 145, 146 451 116 815 - 20 ae 
149 to 151, 
, Offences against 157, 158. 
@ [> public tran-< Rioting, &c........ | 147, 148,182, 190 864 | 239] 567 2 56 eae 
quillity. ae 158 to 
56, 
Ss J Affray @eeeaevavcener 160 20 94 8 86 e ee oe 
é By public servants .... | 161 to 169 20 26 12 14 oe awe 
qT Offences ..{ Relating to public /161 to 170 10 17 1 9 7 eee 
servante. and 171. 
8 | Contempt of lawful authority ........] 172 to 10 345 791 } 257 | 629 ae 6 ated 
® | False evidence, or subornation, &c., of | 193 to 200 72 105 37 53 4 ll Big 
the same. 
10 | Offences against publio justice ........ | 201 to 429 189 238 64; 156] .. 13 eek 
11 | Offences relating to coim ........ceee-. | 231 to 254 19 18 9 9] .. a et 
12 r to stamps @eeeeaertseonaecoerctunecen 255 to 268 2 8 ee 3 ae oe eens 
13 » to weights and measures......{ 264 to 267 24 25 15 10] ove oe seas 
14 » affecting public health........| 269 to 278 43 76 6 70] .. ‘ ae 
15 ” 99 safety @aeeoastocan 279 to 289 317 238 21 217 oe ee evee 
16 in “ convenience ../] 290 and 29] 136 179 14}; 165) .. . ae 
17 » relating to decency and morals | 292 to 294 6 ll]. lO} .. 1 eee 
18 a ‘s religion ........+.| 295 to 298 5 14 4 © ee 9 ace 
19 Murder @eeeeescatsaorecgnareauent®eoane 302 and 303 $1 57 23 20 10 7 
——attempts eee mraveereneeneecseoce eece 2 1 1 ee ° ee pees 
20 | Calpable homicide ...ccscccccsseveseae | 804 . 26 37 ll 23 ‘ 3 1 
——attempts eeceeseosenneaeeseeeteseges ese 1 1 ee 1 e ee eevee 
21 | Abetment of suicide .......ccccecceees| 305 and 806 13 13 2 9] .. 2 vad 
attemp' CeeCeeaenseeeoeereeoegoseoneone eeee 19 30 4 16 e ee eeoe 
23 Attended with aggravat- | 312 to 315 Ds tees a = ‘ bates 
a ing ciroumstances, 
Other cases e8eeevanoe 312 33 5 1 4 ° ee eee 
26 | Exposure of infants .......cccceseoeee | 817 9 5 8 2h we . pee 
27 | Concealment of birth by secret disposal | 318 1 4 4 a : vs 
of the dead body. 
38 With aggravating cir- |825 to 331 52 54 22 27 2 8 3 
cumstances, and 338. 
2 Hurt eceeesn Other Cases. oreccccscee 323, 324, 832, §81 648 170 469 oe 9 ee 
and 834 to 
338. 
30 Wrongful restraint. ...cccesccsescecece 841 14 83 40 43 ee ee @eee 
si ‘ confinement ...ccoccccscecee | 842 to 848 490 452 243 193 1 15 eee 
32 Oriminal force or assault qeeeaeves ee gee 852 to 858 6,683 8,469 1,771 1,645 2 §1 eeeaeo 
34 [0 OF. forcible 5 o.Ser onseaee 868, 865, 868,, 28 so] 23| 8 " 
abduction OF OCABCE ov ccoesccces , ’ > ') oe cs oe 
BS | Slawery ...cccccccccccccccccerescocees (sOnnel 37] 2 9 5 a) as ee are 
36 | Buying or selling a ininor fur the par- [272 and o79 i 2 2 we “é . Pree 
pose of prostitution. oe 
37 Forced labour @eoeeeseseeeeeceseertenecaes oit esses 8 ee 8 ee oe eee 
$3 pe Seeeoe oe SS SSSSESoesSavseegesesaeosoae 376 49 28 14 q 1 1 eeee 
38 U @Qponeseeeeveeeece 377 li 11 1 10 ee eo eeos 
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[7] B.—JupiciaL STaTEMENT.—( Continued .) 


2. (Criminal).—Statement of offences reported, and of persons tried, convicted, 
and acquitted, yor each offence in the Province of Assam tn the year 157%. 














oa : 1s = ‘ a oe SU 
3 £3 [22 | 3% 2 | 2! 223 
9 ~ - © 3 x ; — i 
oO fore x bs he ee { s=s7.8 
— - = a 3 - be {aay 
3 Ss 75 3 < & Zisc 
a Se aes 3 7s '} 2 | “x iti3 
es es | zs s | 2 Sy eos 
sates . ° . eRe ge: E oe -_ Ss #7 ony <f2Z2 
DESCRIPTION OF OVFENCES. = 3 W3 Jes & ti 5 as ZEE=3 
ee a. ft ee 3 S| Pet et ese 
= 3 es |e .] 3 B, 2. Betts 
=e ae eu | 2.) 5 Ze A | 222i 
t 3 ie s3e ° oj} ae & soa 
x * 4 ~ "| 4] 5 [at | & v 
40 ) With agyravating cir- | 382 4 oes 
Theft ......6  Climstanees, . a 
4) \ Other CaS. cccccceseee GID tO S81 2,929 933 | 1,207 3 10 sees 
; and 401 
Attempts @eeeeaenseue eeens 1 enee 
42 | ) j With av.ravating cir- | 386 to 389 2 sees 
' * Extortion .. CHinstiances. 
43 \ dvitlner etx Ge, caxiadenes 384 and 385 49 oe.8;* 
44 wae With hurt eee weessacese 394 eeen eave 
do | f Robbe TY see. Other CUSUS wees ecreecen 392 12 eees 
dt } PWith murder. ccecscces 806 eiuiece ease 
47 | pean With attempt to ecnanse 397 aeisie 
BOOMS ese) eath or vrievous hurt. 
48 j (Other CASES cavccesvcece 395, 399, 400, 9 woes 
and 402 


49 | Criminal misappropriation of property.. |403 aud 404 166 


60 Breach OL: (Usb ivsssecadicdeenseeees aes 406 to 409 27 


61 | Receiving or habitually dealing in| 411 to 414 212 


266 
stolen or plundered property. 


62 Cheating weet evercucecveccvesccseces | 417 to 420 182 
421 to 424 8 


63 | Frandnlent decds and disposition of 
Property. : 


84 With ageravating cir- 
. Mischief cunistunces, 


429 to 453 185 
and 435 to 

410 

426 to 428 837 
and 434 


459 and 460 sistas 


55 Other Cases. ceccecccces és 1 


a 


56 '|\ (Resulting in’ death or 
| J other grievous hurt. 


ee e e e 
Qa pt «4 es ee ee . 
S ew & ez & S&S w' & ms 
SP I ST A TI ES A a SANS A eS SL i 
. e e ». © 8 8 ®@ . e® e 
e e e e eee e e ® s 
= bo 
es e * 8 . . e 
2 e oe ° . ° 
we o ©o ad we wo ad 
SS SSSR Ss SSeS eS A ST! 
e 
° 
fos s 


57 ss For conimission — of [449 to 450, 541 100; -- 3 sone 
e oe scerluus olfences, 191,452, 454, 
i ia 155, 457,and 
453 
68 Otlicr CASES ..cecccecees (147, £48, 453, 629 41) es 15 vere 
456,46] and 
462 
69 | Forgery or uttering or possessing forged | 456 to 471 27 18 | «. 3 cc 
CGainnents Or papers. and 474 
60 | Conntertening or making or possessing | 472 to 476 1 coe ee 1 see 
& comnterleit scal, &e., for purpuses af 
for.ery, 
61 | Prandnlently destroying or defacing a 477 1 cece ee ee wee 
Willor other doctiaents, 
65 /Criuuinil breach of contract of service... | 499 to 492 20 G] 1 cue 
Ge | OL enec- relating to marriave eeesscesee | 493 to 448 420 27} «- & 1 
Ga fT CL. oi binwre alate cg econ sis aleve, aecete 000 to 502 86 18) .. oo08 
68 Criminal ine (Resulting duo death or 506 8 21) oe ae see6c 
ki tin idation, \ other grievous hurt. 
69 ( Insult or an | UULNCr cused. .cccseceses | SUL to 610 126 68) .. ve oees 
J Moyenee, ; 
70 | Other offvinees not included in the re 2,880 3,478 8 53 aese 
above speciticutsiBe 
ee a —— ee 








Total covnee eeee 17,950 17,759 6,459 10,887 25 378 13 
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tituted in the Civil Courts of the P 
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of Assam in the year 1877. 


—Statement showing the number and description of Civil Suits 


(Civil) 


6. 
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B.—Jupiciab STATEMENT. 


XxVil 


7. (Cicl).—Statement showing value of Suits disposed of in the Civil and 
Ltevenue Courts of the Province of Assam in the year 1877. 





NUMBER OF SUITS DISPOSED OF ag 
IN DIFFERENT COURTS. 35 
3a 
£ Bas ~ 6 
VaLUS OF SUITS. : o E ag : § gS 
° 3 a 9 8 8 Eo 
© a oO 3 my Bo 

_2| &3 sa | 2 |e] & 
s| 4 (2883 | 3 | 2 ai 

is aPee) A lal] & 

In Civil Courts. 

Not exceeding Rs. GO atnil ack Na sanees 1,625 36 1,661 
Ditto me QO? sce d cabe |) oaasess 5,324 | 201 5,525 
Ditto “ LOO 58: eens! senses 10,339 } 322 10,661 
Ditto a BOO seca] See. 4] evews 2,719 22 2,741 
Ditto - T,000* * ese) ssee Al: Seeens 193 Dl cie 194 
Ditto a 8,000) coe ade |, wseces baaeite 96 96 
Ditto ‘3 10,000... | ... |... ree 10 | ... 10 
Ditto ‘a 1,00, 000 sec] Seve | ocsces. |) atades Ease 1 

Exceeding ss E00 000 cca) deo] sexoser |, eevee. “| seweee } dag 1) Seeanes 
Total in Civil Courts... 22. | ecceee 20,200 | 689 20,889 
In Revenue Courts. PS} | 
Not exceeding Rs. 5 sew Pigee V ayes 98 5 103 
Ditto 7 20. sas Kivdoss Pacers 145 5 150 
Ditto si 100) sce Bist Ih otaaes 75 3 78 
Ditto ‘i BOO sas | des: ft Sieees Ob eaanes 6 
Ditto 3 1,000 sou. hee Areeneas DT desesatt Goo | aeiaes 
Ditto si: «B00 asi hat Ptaeaees Bc aoaey Weta ae oe 
Litto 9 AO000 aa] cise eesues Sadaver “i veaseasi|iweaesle yaasees 
Ditto ss OO000: aad ead Poswtnadl | eeesees Cease spall’ eeaewe 
Exceeding pi ROO 000 seg | see cP asegea I teaewee Praesens | cane seeds 
a ee 
Tetal in Revenue Courts... | ... | esse 325 13 338 
Grand Total eee 20,525 | 702 








Total value of Suits. 


Rs. 
6,132 
79,001 
5,09,941 
5,15,796 
1,32,846 
1,87 ,402 
70,036 
11,965 


15,13,119 


7,437 
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Ll] 1. General Statement of Crime, showing the result of Police operations in the 
detection and prosecution of crime and recovery of stolen property during the 
year 1877 in the Province of Assam. 


Part I.—Cognizable Crime. 


Sj. 


liv 


ASSAM ADMINISTRATION REPORT. 


[41 | D.—Po 


T.—General Statement of Crime, showing the result of Police operations in the 


Serial No. 


Cee 


ant 


mt med de eet teed bed ed ed 
oS D “IRD ik wise oes 


20 
21 


Part J.— 












































| 
| Cases, | 
| I~ Je om a 
do - - 1" z | | 
& s | Is ‘ |= = 
= 2 (= 5 | Inveaticated by | = = ) | 
| 3% > iS |. Police, se 
; = a By! = | 
; — <= i = § in 3 ‘ | 
2 2 fe tee ive if = = | | 
2 s fS js le = |S 3 S 
" \ + 3 = = ty | =? +r be ' = 
| | 8 —- be 2eet FES 2 i= > | 
£ Y, = @/| x t. | Soest 3 iw 
. tet | os = |EzTiS &] Seis .' « is 
' haw ander whieh! Description of Crime, | = = |Z 2i2c) a. = | -9: = a 
aay tate, 2 |S <lEp Ete c= & 2 
' pus Wan i , = = SP =5 Ta |e ss. == | L 
\ | | Pes) = icsisa Sstsife BET be £ e! { 
| (E | 8 legeel |egSig2 SE Ze) E 
| = & j£sics| S513 5) oS | 25 | < | | 
' s = > pa of a ‘ - 5 ve 1 . 
| c 2 jt e | 3 JSEqiAZ' S| >> 2:8 
~~ leal~—a] pe ou, =F S = _< 
a SO Ga te § [RE ajeZ [ oo Ss. 
| y SR BIB S| FUT EE'SE £2, F2Z,2°: 
| Ee = justine? | 6 a us Soe 1 3S t 
| & = l8eite!' 2 Sills FF | estes: 
| 5 © IeEiea, . fee (2 SFiecte sz 
© 2 |aS Bel S bret ye ee ea 
us © ISel/SS| = [£22 = ta oe Se 2 
a & D LSet !' 3S SSE cE Ft zeta Ff! 
| £2 2 jeSizz os ipse|-3; £2) 22°? 3 
| | eo, se ISSleq, bt ‘REE Ral 2 eg ee 
“ a Ae S (Sc 2 1A Az els] 
| 2 | 3 | Ma | 4 da foo 6 7 | 8 | 9 | Qq fm 
t 
| ae _ ns 
PLS: . sianéaiowwweoe Abetrnent of offonee not eon | . . ae ee es . Lae aes 
| niittedd, Ae, | | 
“ 117 oneeoeeonenee Atetting commission of offence | eeoe e ee eo ee oo oe pees 
| by publie, Me, | | | ! 
VATS) TLD aweeeses Concentuns design to commit | oo... 1 0. boot, ae : eer, wim Yee | we a 
offence, Ke. 


| 
| 
| Total eene 


CLASS L—Offences aaaiuct the State, public tranquillity, 
wetted, and pustice, 


131 to 136, 138). | OMenecs relating te Army and 


Navy, 

207 ta 264,407, and Otences relating to ealn, 
401, | statipe, and Government 
| \ Notes, 

me OU. awe aaas Harbeuring an offender ...... 

Bol COG caducs Other offences against public 


| 1 VUsttee, 
143 toe 158,157, 158) Rieting oruntaw fulassembly,., 
140,170,171 oo... | Personating public servant or 
soldicr, 





Total @eee 
| CLASS IL,—Serious offences against the person, 


f by thngs...... 
by ducoits 2... 
1 by robbers .... 


| : 
| PAO NOR Oi cae ge CE ais 
| { by poisom see. 


i (] Other murders ......., eeenns 
BOT wc. e wee eceoes | Attemptys at minrder. sceccceee 
HOT TOS, ccc we we Culpable homicides. ccaccccccs 
Hila winter ees sek | ING ay Sd use a NS eure eat an 

CIOL dat acy aaa eae Unnatural otfenees .....e. wa 


31s, 81d. ..8.. eoee | Exposure of infants or conceal- 
| ment of birth, 
805, 206, 009...... | Attoinpt at, und abetment of, 
stneide, 
$20, BOL, BSS. .0... | Grievous hurt for the purpose 
of caxterting property or con- 
fession or deterring public 
servont. 
N25, 826, 836...... | Grieveus burt o.oo... eee. 
B28 woscewevcccees | Athiuinistering sturdy ingdrugrs 
to cause hurt. 


LICE. 


STATISTICAL RETURNS. 


lv 


detection and prosecution of crime and recovery of stolen property during the year 1877. 


Cognizable Crime. 


























Persons. | Property. 
: Finally convict-) . 
Number arrested $ | g | Asauitted o | ed (incinding | 3 : 
or appeared on 5! 6 | atter meek ds y. {persons ordered 3 | Namber pending at z 
other process 2 aiice pence a | sive scenrity z end of year. a | 2 
during the year. & Mavictrate. for good = [& = 
_—______ a] 3 | SE | conduct), 2 31% 
a| e 3 Before 
E £ E g being put d 3 
s on trial. pb | bm 
E\2| 3 q £ i 
> bo] zg 
3 % _— 8 P 
ae PB. | Bs E 
E E i t t “5s g ala)-8 |e 
& Mee oO o om 
e a “Ss on come 
% | ob 5 8 [fe ® ej/e|e] 2 5 
z a o © el . S 3 z 
Z 4 a a (95! ¢g Al Ss bs 
Sites 2 & |35( 3 g a)4 5 
3 218 3 ns mM le2| a 3 § 8 5 
a z a ° $s 8 8 6 (73 3 3 8 3 E o ¥ 
en =S a oo £E a E 
S Rl ¢ 8 @ [28/2 2ie;/ sis] 5 [8 
2 | 2 Haye) Big] 2 1a lesdl a (eleleal aie 
bh | 2 » | ‘Ss 
ee 3 < El | 5918 i &|& 5 o 
> — | me 33 a 5 
a & Algla|e® |e] & | & (5%8] & |S5)8 : z\ 4 |4 ; 
ll | 12 13 | 14 a 18 6 | 19 20| a |x| m2] 2] 25) x | 27 |» 
Rs. | Rs. 
os 2 waif 2 11 Bel kt | eas | aw et fas 24 
7 1 wae. ee 8 ; 2 ua al) asia fae ig oe ae 6 
62 81 [1 _ 80; .. | -- |...) 2 has 85 
1,130 97 vai 2 832 12°} 14} 4: -- | 85)... 837 
2 eeone eeoe e 2 ee ee ee oe 1 
1,726 131 | 1,48 3 5 927; 15] 1 87 a aa ‘ 408 
V5) Gece W Actccmleae | DN overt accel eee WP Ud eisai tls. isa tase Bh. 8] 4000 | S2261, <9 
1 eeee 1 oe ee eos eaeeen ae ae ee ee ee oe eo oe oe 1 
3} 1 47 L hee bans 19 GUT as mr 8 7 « 24 
2 1 Bi... 1 ge vias ee ae as we, Wake 8 
25 | cece 83] .. | .. 2 BL) |. 64} 00 eee Lage ok 21 
15 10} 26)..)] & 8 @.) Fe) eel! os > ee 42 
10 1 12; ..] 1 Se 9 Lt ees Pea eos oe 11 
11 1 12} ..]| 2 me 1 Lo) eedhee | eee || ae Ss 12 
a4 1] 35] ..] 1 by]... Bh ae Ek eth, Sey PTH aS 88 
4 & 47) 1]... i 28 " 1} 1] .. Ob ax 47 


Serial No, 14 of this Statement. 


Mo. 12, 








ASSAM ADMINISTRATION REPORT. 


D.—Po. Ice. 








which 


Police. 


in 


Investigated by | 7 be | 
’ "a 
i 


during the 


ode, 


Law under which Description of Crime. 


Ppushable, 





| Serial No. 


= 


—_— 


Average number reported during five preceding 


years. 


2 


Reported to have been committed during the year. 


dm 





of the Criminal Procedure ¢ 


Reported to have been committed in previous years, 


Nutaber of cases not inquired into under Section 117 





a 


agist rate after the 


» inquire. 


o 


M 


Police has refused t 





By order of the ‘Maygistrate on complaint, 


information was givon to the Police, 


and brought under inquiry 


orof his own motion in which no previous 


By Police, suo moti, 


By order of the 


a 
oe} 


in columns 6 


to 8 


chacs 


of 
conviction was obtained, 


rg 


Number 
Number of e¢ 


& 


aeen declared by Magistrato to be falue 


ver tu hove occurnal, 


and ne 


Pending at ened of lnat your. 


Ikecolvod by trunater. 


es 


eal 
©o 
ns 
& 

















| 
CLAs# T1.—Scerivus offrners against the person.— | | 
(Continued.,) 
22)! 327, 330, do2...... ) Hurt for purpose of extorting g Bi ..].. 1 1 | oe 1 “s se Vas 
| property or confession or de- 
| terring public servant ...... ' 
| | BDA ccc weeeeeseeee | Hurt by dangerous weapon .. 104°4 96 | S|] 6 76 5 | .. 37 | a] es 
24, ses tone. .e.ee.) Kiduappine orabduction .... a7'8 968} 7]| 5& 54 14]... 9, i; 4 
25 | SAG LO UNS .ceeeeee) Wreneful continenient and. re- 28°4 85 | .. 4 12 18] .. 4 BD fae '|\'s 
striume in secret or fur purpose 
ot extertion, 
2H | STD BTS oo eee ee eee Selling, letting, or unlawfully 32 2 | ae | es 1 oe a ee p I ree ae 
| obodning a minor for prusti- ! ; 
Vo thitien, : 
rs eeeeeee | Habitualls dealing in slaves ., es a ce | ae : oe is os aa ee we 
28 Bod, dod, dot, Jot... | Criminal force to pubhe servant 1206 130 | 2; 11 86 20 1 38 : ne ae 
or Woman, or in attempt to | a. 
commit thert or wrongtally | 
confine, | 
29 | S01A, 308 .....0..) Rush or nectivent act cuusing 11 9;..} I 9 ts a 4 we 1 | . 
death or grievous hurt, 
Total vecsecreeee | 581-9] G40 | 28/42] 450] 78 | 1] 169, 160‘ 39] ..! 
| 
CLASS TIT,—Serionus ofruces aqrinst person and 
Properly, or agaist properly oly 
WO TGS aeee TACT - view enone eeaneere nen 13°2 9; 2; 8 8 ee oe 1 5 s | 
él UI, 402 wee eee ee Preparation and assembly for ats os ast, |) wig aes a a “ xe wad ie 
dacolty. | 
by poisonous ee ve ee | os a oe - oe es eo yee 
82 | 394, 897, 398 .... | Robbery with or  stupefy- 
hurt ing drs, 
by other means ee ee on rs ee ee ee oe oe - ° 
(in dwelling-house ee we oo | ee ee co | oe es oe | we] ee 
on the highway be- 10 Ly ae Fas 1 “n “s 1 ii se 
33 392,893) .eeeeeee , RubOHery tween sunset and 
sunrise 
other rebberics 70 72 nie 46 19 1 ni Br) cw bow 
84 | 270, 281, 282. 420to Scriona mischicf and cognate | 170% | 229.) 12) 12] 182 9/; 8 29 45| 3/..| 
433, 430 to 440, 1 offences, 
Bdu| 424,429 ........ | Mixehicf by killing, poisoning, 618 | 166 /10]/.. 82 15; 1 18 25; 1j.-. 
or inuiming any animal. 
* One person tran:ferred from 
—__ 


lvii 


Property. 


STATISTICAL RETURNS. 


Persons. 


1.—( Continued.) 











































































































| ‘ acs < 1m .. ES 8 2 
*porsaocal Aqiadoid jo qunoury | & a . cee : : 3 | eS; ° ma 
— 4 ~) a 
"uaj048 Azradoad jo gunoury | = a : ae -o° 3 3 - : :8 — : 
- 
*perasooar sua Aqiadoid YoY Ul sesBo Jo JaqUINNT a : ee : = : [° | ce ° 2: rte 
*uajoqs sum Azladoid yoy. uy seseo yo JequmnN | : aia : ot s j° | TS Da a Ss 
et | e-em css pes 
3 “suO[sseg 0) pazqumMI0g | = -” 34 : Sie : S| ees oa aos. as 
to cai eed earmnetianenoeescaaets-aeeiteenti licens hemp 
Gh — 
os “OjBI;S]3eR, a10Jaq [ep3 Japun | A “ied : — 3 2 | No ie eet Ws 
E. ae ee ee Re gen a= wen ERS eee SRT cg Nn 
he — _ . = - * . * * . re emf? es « 
wy £ A. Trsq ZO MN * SM . . . | | eo} : es e . . ; ; 
ig |g Steg ae 
7, && “softod Jo Apoyeno uy | = : os : . 3 : oy oe 2s ec. & 
"TS}1} Jo uaMaoUsTIWIOD 108778 Hh ; as 8 ; ni , {2 | . 
“ow ‘paniaysuer ‘perp “6 -a ‘Jo pesodetp osjmioy3O | ™ : : Ne Ws ae ; 
Sues . | 
Bee | "qIN09 Y8}H 10 suojseeg fg | co ae eS ge 3] ms: om 
PRRSHE P — : ed Ss oe e see a} D9 
He orezien Aa 1 e = a - ae 
Begs a a age cine a ct 
in oP ao ~~ 
Sados *4n0D USI 10 suojssog Ag |S : os : . 8 : a . - 8 ota e :* ° 
it pe Nie te 
22 2 oo © so “ ou 2 ! 
Ss a & ob id = . e ee $ & 
eeu sa eseR fg | = B oo 
<j ga e e e e e e 
oD : 03 o \ 
‘Helps suyy we o1ojoq porsedds A[punqoe oqm zaquay | & = ee 5 = S | = ° * os S 
‘HwiqeseR_ 8 e10jaq 4qQIn0I1q Zupq yom pesvajay | = 7 im ~ | ate os 
18}2} al0Jaq parioysuer} Jo ‘pedwowa ‘paid | = - i. | : o 
: ~ nN to “ - * a“ ww ea e 
THOL) 3 | - 2s on i > wee Os .. R % 
CO LLLP DDR RL LL EE EL SA SS 
a4 cr) OA a cal 2 cs 
Oo a ea a) a se e ee oa g 
F ‘syerje}Sep JO repro dg | 2} : | 2205 of: : 
© s s e e s e 
Ate . ® ese is Bes a ° “ 
. 2° $8 = | 2 s & 
goat septa Aq | 3 ;| 
‘gS 3 








Serial No. 46 of this Statement. 


lviil ASSAM ADMINISTRATION REPORT. 


[41] D.— Potice. 

















Cases. | 
et eta] 
Investigated by = | 
Police. ' 
c 
je fE | 
S co) 
Ss ! 
| 2 | | 
2 | © | 


ee 


reported during five preceding 
Number of cases declared hy Magistrate to be fale 


Number of cases not inquired inta under Section 117 
Reported to have been committed in previous years, 








rey 
af 
is 
~ 
° & 
a 2 
~ = 
etc ~, - & 
2 2 ES 
5 s Se. 
a er ee zES 
g a <= yas 
thy ‘ 5 . = = Us S 
Law under which Description of Crime. = ee =F) | 2 | 
punishable. 5 ~S-sr SEci/SE § a 
= . =| { 7 
gq [fe 25 ses cele. E |: 
a Ss Soles! =F £ ,é& 
8 Boe Era os em 
gS Qa SS ele = = 4 eh 
S leeistl | (Bekie® 23/22/48 
be . w-s| 8 las _ 3 gS ele|* 
3 b 225| § [sB5 £5 Es =zlc= i: 
3 a S =z{BESeE ES —~js & 
B a = Pay 3 o =f 2 Os > ar) 
= = — 2 _ —_ ‘ = = rw | 
, 5 8 \CEist] ® [SEE SS se Figs 
S Y = wm Ors bk me — om som] 
“ 2 3 c| & Seeing so sis] 
3 cf) £ ifS'e=| 5 (EER EZ Fe 45 1212 
: po | E cia] © Bebe 25, 22/22 
a < a wcstl & sea a7 i 58 
' : { 
1 2 | 3 | sa | laafs| 6 | 7 |e} 9 | se 10m. 


CLASS T1L.—Serions apftences against person and 
property, or ayamst property only.—(Continueds) 


| ‘Lurking house-trespass, or | 6796 | 885 | 87 | 69 | 840 
{ house- breaking with intent 
35 454, 455, 497 to 460 |- to commit an offence, or 
having made preparation 
| for hurt. 
House-trespasa with view to 83°8 19/ 1{.. 15 
86 | 449 to 442.,...... | commit an offence, or having 
| | Mnade preparation for hurt. 
87 412, 413.........6. ) Receiving stolen property by 52 B8|.. 9 3 
| dacvity or habitually. 
Total .... | 1,0342 1384 113 | 86 11,147 


CLASS TV.—SMinor offences against the person. 


3H Avda whe waaweaus Hurt on grave or sudden 4-4 Bl ce, | we 
provocation, 


Bai 323... ..eeeeeeeee) | Voluntarily causing hurt .... 2728 | 573 | 82) 7] 274 

39 B41 to S44... cae Wrongful restraint and con- 866°8 874 | 47 | 28 | 453 
fincment. 

40 BNG, UBT eeeceeeeee | Rash act, eansing hart or 28 6 ) ieee 5 
endanvering hfe. 

41 | B7A cee eee eeees | Compulsory Labour .eecceseee 10°4 6}; 1].. 1 


Total .... | 1,157°2 | 1,467 | 81 | 85 | 788 


CLASS V.—Ainor offences against property. 


42 | 453, 456.......... { Lurking house-trespnass or| 802 92; 9/ 1 64 
honse-breaking. 


z 7 ‘ of cattle... .seseeee | 289°6 287 | 24 | T{ 236 7 

43 | 879 to 282........] Theft «| Ootinary coco lle, (gyae7 8 | 4,077 [350 {128 | 2.711 5K 
44 406 to 408... 000s Criminal breach of trust..... . | 356-4 887 | 14 | 11 li 6 
45 | 411, Ade wcceesane Receiving stolen property .... | 1966 209 | 2/11 183 i: 
‘ 


46 447, 448... eeee00. | Criminal or houre-trespass e 764°4 882 | 62 | 22 336 
47 | 461, 462.......... | Breaking cluscd receptacle. 


. seee ee oe ae ee 


mf rr fe 


Total .... | 5,255° | 5,984 |461 {180 | 8,665 





' STATISTICAL’ RETURNS. lix 


1. —( Continued.) 




















Persons, | Property. 
K | S| $ | Acquitted or |_ Finally con- Id 
ot appearel on E & | ,discharzed |"tug persons [2 | Number. : 
during the year. $ 3 ance before a "curity fr |e | eadot yen. | g | & 
a ~ |good_conduct.)|g : £ 3 
|S) @ Z Before 
Zi E E 8S | being put 8 d 
g 2 ¥ J on trial. : : 
29| | “a | ols Ey el 
fia) : ae lalalals 
lo | 8 ~o hie | 2] 3 8 
| dia} {és S aeyelele 
fei & Sues) lege /al giz 
3 BIEL 3 a m 188] 3 e g 
a gel 3 g s | g | 8 ely a3 3 a | & RB} % 
ie] Wate] Sle 4 obese. (Pye Lele se] 3 
2/8 |4 fi j g bsla| # | 8] 4 ei 8 
~ gigi a| 3 a |e eel a laa a | & g| 8 
& | &F|/& Bala) @ | ete le Bs és [88212] 4 é 
11 | 12 | 120 isl a4 | a5 | 16 | a7 a8 b }19 20 | 21 | 220) 24 | 95 | 26 

















167 177 | 2, 38 | 147 63 | .. 92 


ee 
a 
s 
o a 
a 
° 
e 
e 
s 
a = 
© 
e ° 
e's a 
a e - ee 
s e 2 
eG | 
e ee . 
e e e 


t A, Part I1., Serial No, 17. 
Statement. 


Btetemen 
Serial No. 33 of this 


Ix 





ASSAM ADMINISTRATION REPORT. 





D.—Potice. 



































1 i “ 
io a aol —_ 
| 5 e |= lg 2 |3 
= S = |& | Investigated by | > - 
5 >» = |e Pulice. 3 
bua oO i? = ° 
a } - So 
e we is [E> os = 13 
+ | 23 Fs) (23 ig E 
is 5 |3 |ls+ 2b gl? $ 4 
S s 2 % =» &'s oe > 
5 «| OC Uleslze FSsig 
. 7 oe od 3 St om = 
| Eawounder which Description of Crime. 3 > s-\2s = ie -l a mt 
| Ppunashatle. g Sa | ae Essls Ee: 8 “£- 
= Epler seciee. 2/6] § 
2 E (Bf Es g2slEE Zu z 3 
he SB |S-i- = Re sles SST EEE 
R | s <sle8) |estleslselee lel. 
2 , com = ie —_ 
e & |SElEs ¢ (22/25/52 /%¢]2)5 
be e = 222), 5) BS ais]: 
fee | os g A2ce¢io8| = Sal) scisa 
3 be fis 8 Sie = eS 3 <2 - 3 
3 R= ~ © sm] Co Ss = - 
q = 2-2! g [Sesitelle | e235 &)< 
~_ a oo ee ee 
! & * = f¥) 2 eegles c& sB.2l2 
. 2. z bvirc, 8 top ce) bz rolwis 
é ef g-lts| ¢ So fipe ce ler .s's 
2 Pe | g BSIEE! © (ESS/ES| Bs | BE! S. 
. mn yg Stita' m» |ocHl,e oe § 
ot. < 2 ATS? @ leo le ZF | Ze | £3 
1 ? 3 3a 4 | | 
2 4a | & 6 7 8 9 9a i a 
CLASS VIL—Cther offences not specified abure, 
48 | Chapter XIX, C. any and bad character.. | 1718 . 
1 Os 
49 | PON to DUT oa eee  vToners accinst relipion. see. 48 os 
ha , Co, miizalb Nee offen. Cecatnibolinige Act oe eeanevne 8 oo 
i > tts mnder thre: Evcise Laws eee ee ee ee ee ey 1124 oe 
Ne a ee Stamp Act om eet oe erevranesene lu 
ee, 7 wa ay 2d, - 
re ans. ost, 
| ey VQ] hi Oat, 
& 7 “ ‘ : 3 
ie . a of ae > Public and lucal nuisances.. | 327° aa 
mel oany other | 
Moiinietpal or | 
\ lowal juws, Total.... 627 . 
( 
54, Other special and ( Arms Act a faie wralove ene ase-evereece 20°6 
Toeal Jaws Cov 
55 nizuble by Police, Coolie Act eonreneanaaseouae 718 an 
Total e@eeee 98°4 ee 


Grand Total ..../ 9,151°1 








— 


Ixi 


STATISTICAL RETURNS. 


1. —( Continued.) 


Property. 


Persons. 


3 
3 
: 
28 





*pemeaocoer Ayzedoid Jo yunomy 





"uaoys Ayzedoid Jo gunoury 





“pareacoar sea Aqtodord qoyqaa uj} seseo Jo JaqunN 





"ue[oys sem Azredoid yoy 4s Uy] sesso Jo JOQUINNT 





"BUO}SENg 0} poeyyTUINIOD 
*OqBIIS] BVP a10Jaq [wjT} Jepuy. 





‘Treq uO 





Number pending 
at end of year. 
’ on trial 


Before 
being put 


“eoFOg yo Apoqsns ul 


*‘TSHQ jo JUBMIZDUaTTWION 104J8 
‘perp “Sa ‘jo pasodsyp ospazay30 





[ 
i 


*3IN0D US}H Jo suoysseg Ag 





"Hersey Ag 


victed (includ- 


Finally con 


good conduct). 





*yAN0H YSTH 20 suojysseg Lg 


| a7 | a 18 [19/20] a |a|as| a | 25 | 26 | a7 | 


16 


Acquitted or 
discharged 
after appear- 
ance before a 
Magistrate. 



































F I 
‘QVxjs [Se RY V aloyaq yyZn0Iq Sujaq ynourpA poevelay | x eee : Pee ee {° Pe 
___. "I¥R2 a10;0q paidajsuuT 10 ‘peduose ‘payq | =~ S) Sete co Le es i<_ 
TL| & % -8s* g FE & a/8|5 
- lee 
aveow lw 
‘pads ‘unetuny yo zopso a | as ' Ly 3|2/3 
Ropawe a slg 
ue ere 
, 3 


ASSAM ADMINISTRATION REPORT. 


Ixii 








<i si ul 
. » é 

ee h ae 
- b 6 

eZ | 8 REE 
= es Lol 
ee es Ol 


él v ag 
L ** | 66 
9 & 029 


( 
tT og el 
wo — ee 
At my ol ee 
oT Ie) oS 
Foe tS 
GS ee fs 
my > =f ‘e 
- 3 : ie 
me, VS pase lite = 
- end es 
- = { nm, 
c - a ee 
a ae so ' 
oe eee 
@ 
~ 


a 


pup eulies fo worjnoasoal pup t 








" 
f 
i 
9 2G 
L 
g 
9 
c% 
v 
és 


| praboy | 


*Qoiss 











Taye 
¢. 


V 


| 


‘sts. Uf 


ool 


I 


RG 


ae 


= { 
al ul at | 6 g | 
es, aaa” pee ee ey + ee es F 
ome _- e. vy a eee ee A 
es EE Ray See me SR ee ns ae eh 
—_ 5 a: a ™ -_ J. of 2 Se 
oe SSeS fee Sete ees 
= FS eS Boe So eee OS sa 
~ = -_ = 4" = << = = SS) a ee 
- - Se Pe bueee oo . roe. ee te 
om ES ef ee! tort7t 
-- . =_ - = 7 
= - 7” x i = f —_ = ~ se Ro 
- 7 ee fee fe. i ae 
* -— + "eee ae —_ Ma ee eS 
* a & 2 Pes - = - =e 
-2 7. aA ts Do a DF 
= ao a — oo aoe — 
~ foes 24 a -, =2tT- of 
a - = b at - Pee 
= oP - = me Py ee ee 
ae yo tPF = 3 Sorte ea re 
—t " - 7 oe 








ROS'T 





Vt 


61 
Tg 
e651 
ty 


09% 


eene 








ov 


g00'T 
GOT 


vG 


col 
a 


B08 








LG 











DHF 





OF 


61 
0S 
2 
GS 
98 














OE 





v8 


wy 





BT 


T 
9 


6T 











TP oe 
Lk 1 
o ee 


9e 








90T 
Le 


If 


° 


eoeee ea 
weese ee 


: 
‘ 


ypur 


. 
4 
. 


oe 
< 


; 9 
_- ~~ 
eee 
eo 
oe 
ae 
= 
a 
, 
= 
2 
. -_ 


ENIX 


pete WE 








vt 





v8 








TOT 
Te 


PRE 


Ub NEE pgs OT 


Z.0R! 
e 
=" 
OG 
ne 
. 
oe ae 
compe em 00 ae 
eeoe 
; 


~— ee 


6-691 





wne | 
9. 
GP 





ORL 





0.26 
6 


8-PT 
oFG 
9 
9.04 
7-89 


e@cve 





‘| yo 
WAY 


~ 


wt 


TSATOOT SL pe yt 


sMWetingigsas 


unyrtorws | osteee at oy tHe 


Apsshoad yeupn6u eoouege tnys.ooy— TLE SAVIO 


eesese THIOL 


eseaentesase BIAD]S jo Auywodayp AOD Ruy Saggy 
sew ceresevecssesece AU LIS Uw Bupsxnwyy 


ebeoeoeesaeseseon 


OLN 
OTF OF SLE 


*uuetod ay) wusuby yesueyo Inu} teg—T] BAVIO 


eeeeest [t7q0] 


seeeee Kye C[quiesee [NJMYON ‘Buyony 

feo eo Ry IUCI-apel) de[Uy Dujwu Jo Buy 
‘sul 

-ANSVaTT PUT Bry F944 04 Furqeras esuayO 
“‘e) usu NOUp 

Ayuaynpunay 420 AioAs0g 
*Syaedoad Jo uorqiwoed 
-3Ip puw ‘spo9ep JUe[NpNVsy puV “stuluo 

puy ‘eyupeydutoo oe } ‘souaplad aypuy 

ys orpqad Aq s=usyO 


pox103  Suisu 


eetoaenrernne SJUVA 


sorgsnl otqnd ysurude saouayo 
YS JO Jay HUU AE SL dase p SULLY FY 
eepeseeacneecess anes ‘otis HUY Joure on MOOUL WO 


**OOT ‘99107 FCT ‘AFT 
@eeoeveees Osh 93 SF 
esseenoeos8 19% 97 96 
esses ea2ee LLY 9} SOF 


"FOP 91 IEP B72 
"L1Z03 e0z ‘O06 OV SGT 
e277 OVLTE 88T OTT 

roca eremie Pale 
£0Z93 LOG OGLOTELI 
| 
Coe ‘Ott Ol Lol 


essaetaeves ene 


"2p op ‘anppnbuvs Juqud * AVIS 2Y2 JSULDOD FIIU. JO— I] ssv'l) 


reeeee nO] 


729) aOUagO ITUIMIOD 0} UATBIP Zulpwaauo) 
“oN 

ara 4 {qoau ogo jo uorssramoas Fan y 

‘OP pqs JOU wguaye JO WIU GV 


a 
ae i 


OUI) JO Nod tio 


esaoeeecrove GIL SST 
sscvseceneteaene ‘IL 
eaossenereoses cll 


fapqueypsrmad 
POW doput wavy 








“JU +) se aa nn). prey fo MAN) —* TT Jayv d 
‘) INT Ldle Jit PANDY Heptadoad uv OQs 10 NAA LOVi 


“ANTIOP—U 


LOlpPII}Ip) AYP wi suorputodo JOIOT | lo f[tesad OU} WINOYS “UL D 410 PUIMIZDIG! [laura k) 


tl 
Il 


ew 


aAnewet OO 


> 


Mido 


aw 


Sap 
. t 


. 


“Oo 


I 


[ir] 


STATISTICAL RETURNS. 





SS | ee | see | ee ee | eens | nee | ces | Ge | eeeesmees | eco | 


OIL | ZT | ose9.e 
sT ie TFP'T 
oe s 91 

Ee ee g 

: re iT 
ee ee oRt 
z a OFF 
L es 193 
es @e Zz 

ee es 9 

ee ee FI 

fe ee SG 

ee ee $3 
ee ee g 
g = TOP 
es [ed ol 

ees ee Ol 
T oe 9¢ 
ST ‘ 6SF' I 


ee |e | coe | ep cree | eee | ce | cee | ene | eee [8 ees | 





ry | eaete 
ee 59 
o gk 
es LT 
ls 
ee 16 
g LOY 
ee C&S 
g y 
ee 8 
ee $8 
"* | geet 


"| goe'l 











8389S 
OTs 





ZIs's 


Ode I 


£16 


01° 


¥ 
$9 
oP 


16g 


memes | queens | OS 


ozg't 168 doin'e 


Srt'6 
68ST 





ST 
g 
Il 
16T 
Ze 
GLY 


org 
LI 
or 

§c9 


tI 
006 
1st 


c92'SI 
OSS 





al 
g 
I 
16T 
6SY 
Le9 





T86'T 


&y 
8ST 
68 
86 


ee fe | ees | ee | eee 


pazreysuwly “* § 
‘T wed “V JUeUIEWWIg Jo g WUM]OO MoIZ pallaysuEl] uosied auQ ft 


~~ 


= 


er 
8 
T 
9% 


9 
G8P 
ol 
9 
Lg 





LI6 


cL 
SLT 
£61 








& 
g 
v 


ses't STL | 


6SSIL| 18¢Zr 
ofS | &-98E°T 
ST ¥-83 

I Seas 
9 9. 

8 9-T 
F135 8-823 
819 BIL 
& GS 

el 6ST 

8 9-8 

I GE 

£3 9-8 

€ T 
687 8-863 
OL 8-9 

9 8 
$¢ 8-89 


SILT 


£08 


cL 
LLT 
séT 
&% 











¥-80L‘T 


8-TIL 


8-88 
-99T 
5-681 
GS 
8-T 
9-089 


9-L96 


8-9T 
L9G 
BLE 


&SP0'L 


6-oh0'L 


ond §$ 
*POID OBL » 


eoeee"IVLOL GNVUD 


ceecesTeIOL 


eeesteeseeesaesesnate SAU] [B100ds 19T30 
eseseeeaees@®aeaseeneaeBeaesteoecaes VY WaloT 
wee oP ee ae a ae eee Ol ed 'O ‘602 U0Iq9ag 
@sveeseecevnaestesseenese SLE] Jo uoyN[NFay 
eseees@aeveeeeeeseseseaevesn Q0V UoNnvIwMg 
eevceveses qo¥ punog 
Sh@eeeecenpeseeaaes eOGetsevntceveneorn Qoy sauy 


Seeseceetenecseeneveveseeseese 0 £113, 
CEES SSS SSS See eee eee es OY Lei y 
®Cacceanrnesetenseoanenase 909 Dol WLS [say 
Seneeesee esses eeseoeeeseceaeae qoy duiryg 


Scxreeeeeeeseeesesenes 41noo jo ydmaquog 
Seseeneseecax2eseseesernse 40B1I}UVd JO youelg 
S@aeseece- GC Beseeeaneeseeeocen q0V 8d o-350g 
SCC Be eFetaasr SABeaseteetoesteseeogs 20V er 
CeoeeoeeestasBseseeernreseaganneons {0 so1[0g 


* S280 J0CTTA © 


"°° TI8T jo ‘TA “ 
eese T2RT Jo I « 
“O98I JO°IXXX PV 
*99RT Jo 
(O°) *I WV ‘“BIRI 
JO “IA UONLNZay 
** gGRT JO°IxXx “ 
* eet Joc & 
"6981 JOCIILAX “* 
‘IIXXYX 293 


-ABueLxTjo°xX “ 


“"ecgtjonirx “ 
**gugtJo°AIx “ 
FOsLJOCO'a) IL“ 
“*°* Tac, JO'A PY 


“Nmap up 9241}0q Aq 219q03}ub09 jou sRVT 1Dpedgy 


seeetean Te70OL 


0°ad'O “I'TXY pus “TX “XIXXY 
“TIAXXX sigduyo Japun savuIgZO 
eexeeancecaseeceee eomo £19730] 8 Suidaay 


oaks ae ee: 8 0:9 > ABUT pus UOPVpHayuay 
SPSS ertecesFOsesevserseereneoen HONSMVIG 


** GOPAIIS JO 99819U0D JO YORaIq [BUIUILID 
NOLS] [al ysuruay ssouayCO 
soeocesocs QAULLIUO 02 SUPIVIAL SIOUDZO 


FOS ee 8 TEES 
"062 ‘882 “L182 


ssOUBSTNU [BOO] pus oqng | ‘FEZ ‘LZ ‘92% 04 12% 


"**" OTG 09 90g ‘FOP 
swteeeces ZO? 01 008 
SBF OF O6F 
@eseteesenseose 862 
Sesaesete SbF 03 S6P 


"2a0qo payjoods 30u seouego 42410 —"LA S8V'1D 


teq0L 
seeececnrecesceseeaste (aydurps) yorqosy PE 
O79 ‘guoquuq ‘s,UvAIa8 
orqnd Aq ysnzy jo youaq yeuIMpD 
** £yadoud jo uuyvpadoiddesju peuymys 
eeseeeeesestPevuseseeeoesevseeseesenent Buy} BIO 


‘*°* FED ‘EZP 02 OCF 


600 
seveavretove FOP ‘SOP 
eesarveve OLP OU LIV 


*Ajuadoud prujswbp saruago souryy—'A B8VIO 


errs Tsq0] 


seerecertegenseeesscennnes AOIOJ [VUES 


aeeasecesseaosns qustIsUuyuCO [apBu0l A 


eespoeaetsencseee seteeaet*seeeeeegeven UNH 


eacerve gcse ‘cos ‘ees 
eseseseunneacuce ore 
Bes 


‘worsed ay) teujnby sarusfo soury—'AI BSVID 





lxiv ASSAM ADMINISTRATION REPORT. 


[42] D.—Po 


2. Comparative Statement of Cognizable 











Total number 
cases investi- 
gated daring the! 
































Law under which punishable. Description of Crime. cane “a 
6 
AZ 
2 4 
5 1876. | 1877. | 1876 | 1877. 
| | : pe |e |e | 
115 . cc ccecccccccasccccccesccceene | ADetment of offence not committed, &c .... 
1 VT -s53.o0 866 cc cccncccccccccnccees | Abetting commission of offence by public, &c. 
118, WO esac eo cea Concealing design to commit offence eeeaeaceove 
Total....ceece 
CLass I.—Offences against the State, public tranquillity, safety, and justice. 
2) 181 to 136,138 .....cceeee esoee | Offences relating to Army and Navy ...... eee% 
§ | 281 to 259, 260 to 263, 467 and 471.. | Offences relating to coin, stamps, and Govern- eaters 
ment notes. 
4 212, DUG Sy ode aie 6 corse bie eaew aeiete’s Harbouring an offender eeeeonveseonee eaoerenes esae 
B | 224 to PWG... cccacecvccvcceceecess | Other offences against public justice ........ eae 
6 | 143 to 158, 157, 158 .....seeeeeeee | Rioting or unlawful assembly ....... eeaiies sean 
7 | 140,170, 171....ccece-ceccccccceee | Personating public servant or soldier ...... ane 
Total....o+.. 
Cuass I1.—Serious offences against the person, 
8 Arcee etre sereeccmese eset: 
9 acoits eeoeeeeoereaveneesaneanaanneaeoee 
10 802, 303, 896 eeaneeeewmeneoeu geese Murder robbers eeoeoe ves eaaneeenvneveweeeeaeeeae 
11 DOISOU iso vided mdinSwwyeee-e cise b'oee 040 
12 \ Other murders eae Ree eeceenwveoaeneenaneonevaees 
18 B07 2.000 @eeaehevuseeceanaaevneeeseeeeaasern Attempts at murder.....ccccccaseccccsccece 
14 804, 308. ee@eeveoeanecowaeovneeeeeeoeeaaaeee Culpable homicide. . eeeveevenv ea o2Peeeeeveaveneven 
15 876 eeacsoe eoeorenneeerven eonenaeevevasves Rape eoeavane eeoeest oF eehPeantonenaervreeeasenea 
16 BIT wo wwee cheesy eee ee ees ‘ee Unnatural offences ica wip aistarKsmess el aiara. 4: bree wiwegee 
17 SET LATS a oe sae et ona W ire a wtba eee Expoyure of infants or concealment of birth.. 
18 | 805, $06, 809... cece ew eeene «oe. | Attempt at, and abetment of, suicide.. é 
19 | 329, BB], BIi. cece ceeereececeecee | Grievous hurt for the purpose of extorting 
property or confession. 
20 | B25, 326, B85. .arcccccvecccascccece | GFICVONS NUFE..ccrceccccccsccssevescccseres 
21 BIB. scccvcesses eee Rees i ceca Administering stupef g drugs to cause hurt 
22 | 827, BBO, BBZ..... cer eeeeevece --. | Hurt for purpose of extorting property or 
confession, 
23 | B24 ..ccccvees esky Pawnee ees -.- | Hort by dangerons weapon ....secesccccees 
24 363 to 369. eine (Ail wiidiess eG aw ... | Kidnapping or abduction .....c.ccc cca eeeee 
25 346 (0 398 ee hice ie BN ales -. | Wrongful confinement and restraint in secret 
or for purposes of extortion. 
26 | B72, BIB... cccsccsevcecce erseceeeess | Selling, letting, or unlawfully obtaining a 
woman for prostitution. 
QT | BTL occ renee ees eve owcesscceccee Habitually dealing in slaves ....scccssccvece 
28 | 853, 354, 856, 357.........+0+00+6-- | Criminal force to public servant or woman, or 
in attempt to commit theft or wrongfully 
confine. 
29 | BSO4A, BBB.....-cccececcccvecceoee | RASH or negligent act causing death or 
grievous hurt. 
Total...ec.e. 
CLA&B ITI.—Serious offences against person and property, or against property only. 


80 895, 897, 398 eeaseeeeeoeeeneaeaenanenenved Dacoity.... @eseesteeosetnseavneecoeeaeneone 
Bl | 899, 402 .cccccccvcccccccccveccccne Preparation and assembly for dacoity wees 


32 894, 397, 898 @eeartaeeenstaveseeeeane Robbery with oy Sata or atupefying 
_ hart. by other meanB .......eseces 


in dwelling-house .....ee-seeeess 
BB | 392,893 ....seccceseseesessseeeees [Robbery on the highway between sunset and 
Other robberies... ..ccescevccess anand 











q 


STATISTICAL: RETURNS. 


LICE. 


Crime, with result of Police operations for the year 1877. 





Wummber and percentage of persons arrested and brought to trial. Amount and percentage of property 


recovered. 
Amount of 
Percentage of Percentage of Percentage of 
W amber of oe persons convicted] persons convicted property stolen. Amount. property recovered 
}< Teens arrested brought to trial.| *® persons ar- to persons to property 
ug ‘ rested. brought to trial. stolen. 
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[42] D.—Potice— 


2. Comparative Statement of Cognizable Crime, 











Law under which punishable. Deacription of Crime. 
é 
z 
d 
7 :; | : 

e 

84 | 270, 281, 282, 430 to 483, 433 to 440.. | Serious mischicf and cognate offences ..... 
Bta! 428, 429... ce ccccenccees evccscccee | Mischief by killing or maiming animals, &c. .. 
85 454, 455, 457 to 460 eeaeeeceeerserveos Larking honse-trespass or house-breaking with 


intent td commit an offence, or having made 
preparation for hurt, 
86 449 to 452... cc ccc wcrc cnvescceee | HOUKE-trespass with a view to commit an 
| offence, or having made preparation for hurt 
BT —«-- 412, 418. cece rece nccccccccvccceee | Reveiving stolen property by dacoity or 
habitually 
Total.... 


CLASS IV.—inor offences against the person. 


Hurt on grave or sundden Dror conten: ewe nwee 
Voluntarily causing burt .........0e0ee8. wine's 
Wrongful restraint and confinement Ceenveee 
Rash act, causing hart, or endangering life .. 
Compulsory labour: cs cvewecesseee aoececeeee 


Total eeoeaovees 


88 834 eeeeveoeeeeevwaaeveevvnanegpeaeeeeeaeos 
38a 323 oeoeene Ceerewmeeeecceonesenes 
89 34] to 344 eoeenereeereeeeceneesen 
40 336, 337 Coast eeerereenenaerecser 


4l 874 ee@eteeeevnaeeseeeaenoesseeeaveeneasd 








CLA88 V.—Minor offences against property. 
42 | 458, 456... ccccccccccccccecccceee | Lurking honse-trespass or house-breaking .. 





of cattle ..... Ce ecrcereecenereccene 
43 379 to 382... ners ta eat ease Theft.. rae. 
44 406 ta 488... .5000 eoone eaecenvesoone Criminal breach of trust .....ccccnccccvcoene 
45 | AIL, 414... ccc cece cece eee veceeeee | Receiving stolen property ...cecccces ecccees 
46 | 447, 448... ccc cennvcece ecocscocoee | Criminal or house-trespass ...ccescccccccvees 
47 461, ACD. cc cnccesraccccccccccvccns Breaking closed receptacle @e@eoeeepvneoeeeonee eeoegee 
Total...ccoes 
Crass VI.—Other offences not specified above. 

48 | Chapter XIX., C.P.C. .....c cece. Vagrancy and bad characterB ...ccccesecess 
4D | 295 to 297. ccccccccrccecccccvoee | Offences aguinst religion ......cccecsecceeces 
50 Cognizable offences under the Gambling Act.. 
bl eeceeererevoecens ——————— — ____ ———_Excise Laws . 
52 Stamp Ante e 


53 | 269, 270, 277, 279, 280, 281, 282, 283, 
285 to 287, 289, 291 to 294, Section 
84 of Act V. of 1861, and any 
other Municipal or local laws .. | Public and local nuisances ......ceccccsccees 


Total @eeee 

Ferry Act.... e@eaen eeeeceeevvaeeoeveseee vee aeeeaee 

54 Other special and local laws cogni- ATS ACU 45 crew cnndesswwas ie eews a s’aiersieisce’ 
zable by Police. Poppy cultivation ......... eee ere ee 

Covlie Act eee sees eeneeveeeonee eee eseevneveeee ene 


Total .... 


Grand Total .... 
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C Continued ). 


with result of Police operations for the year 1877.—( Continued.) 








Wamber and percentage of persons arrested and brought to trial. Amount pa ade of property 
Amount of 


Number of property stolen. 


persons 
brought to 
trial. 


Percentage of | Percentage of 
persons persons convicted 
convicted to to persons 


persons arrested.| brought to trial. 


Percentage of 
property recovered 
to property 
stolen. 


Number of 
persons 
arrested. 


Amount. 


1876. 1876, 1876. 


1877. 


1877. | 1876, | 1877. 
































1877, | 





ll 12 is | «| as | a | 





50 45 boas ae | eee ep Sua aes) come eee It ee 
193 161 eaee ee eee eevee 27,028 eeece 2,281 eeee eoen 
28 23 25 eeoe eoe00e eoene eeee 49 eeee 48 ee@eae enee 
29 29 14 oo eoee eoee eee 60 eoon 60 esee eoee 


ce | ee 


416 








8 8 8 ev0e eoae eeae eevee eoone eens eevee eave eoen 
382 877 580 eeee @eeeae eoeee eeeoe eeee @eaee eeoe eee eoae 
533 609 $23 eene eove a eeee eoene eecee eeee eeone eee 

1 1 6 eevee eeee eeen enne eeee wove eee eene eoeee 

4 3 3 eee eovee eoove eoee oeee evee eeeve eeee eeaece 
933 898 1,119 53°16 55°28 58°08 econ eoee . nee eevee eevee 
52 46 46 eeee eeoo0e eeee eoeae 97 eeee 1 eone even 
249 234 208 eooee eonee aaoe oceo 5,465 ° 4,225 ace eave 

1,930 1,812 1,985 eene eeeoe eecee eevee 42,055 e 18,044 eae eeee 
16] 155 146 enee e ee eeee eeee 4,638 ee e 458 eaon @oece 
475 475 336 eonee eon eee aeoe0e 8,240 eaeoe 3,137 enee ence 
660 654 744 aeoe eevee eoenn eeee 2-8 evve over eevee enee 

3,577 8,376 | 3,465 | 56°10 | 52°40 | 59°44 | 55°41 | 87,399 | 60,495 [47,905 [25,865 | 5481 | 42°75 

LL | —_— ee |e | ee | 
226 188 eoce | enee | cove ~@ene oe,'e7@ oove eeee eoue eoes 
10 eeee even e ee even @eee esos eeen eeeo eeesn 
63 eeoe eonve eeee eaae o.0ce eocne eons ence eeee 
230 165 eeee eee ® ee eeee eeoee ene eeee eeee eeone 
4 eoee coon eee eevee ee'ne eeee eeee peee eeoe 
BRK 669 eeve eeee eoeee eao0e eeoe ese evee eoene eave 
1,€57 1,099 80°70 78°89 80°77 eaoe eeee eeee ® ssid eoee 

2 ee ere50e eave eeec0e oe aeooe even enee eone - eene 
19 23 eee eoes ence eoen0e eooe eee eeaee eene even 
l oe eoee eone eeoe eoee oeoce eevee eee enoce 
130 174 @eee @eee eeece eeee eeene eeoe eeae eeoee 
152 197 79°60 87°74 80°18 e ee ° es eeeoes 2eseee eee 








a 





8,258 


SS | ES | | A | ps | SANS | sce | SRS 
ie | 


59°53 








5909 


49°51 





1,238,011 | 93,210 


5,477 


58,382 


2,537 


31,651 











43°89 





83°95 
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Ixxvili ASSAM ADMINISTRATION REPORT. 
[50] E.—MILitTary. 
3. Statement showing Religion, Races, and Classes of the Native Officers and 


Men of the Army attached to the Province of Assam on the last day of the 
yeor 1877. 











AVERAGE. e222 
Classification acccrding to religion, - z t 3 
race-, KC. : 3 - ©. 
Bf Ae | Betehe q | pees 
g ° Ecadid 
& Leer 
Christians ...... 9 27°88 5'6’ 
35th N.I. | Mubammadans.| 15 29 BT | | Norecord. |} eens. 
Hindus ......... 653 27-28 58” I 
Christians ...... tae Tl haste: He  aaaanns } : | 
rom 2} 
42nd ae L. Muhammadans | 104 28 5'6” i tOlh | pb ccvere 
mds. 
Hindus .......... 794 29°08 5'7’ 
Christians ...... Bek hy) Aes het | 
43rd A.L.I.|4 Muhammadans.| 38 40 5'8” 10 stone. Slee 
Hindus ......0.- 832 29 5/4’ 
Christians ...... q 27°85 5'5° 1 md. 308. | C_aucas- 
sian type. 
44thS.L.I.}4 Muhammadans.| 22 83°83 5/6” 1 md. 298. Ditto. 
Hindus ......... | 857 29-83 5'6’ | 1 md. 258. | Goork bs, 
Mongolian, 
and Hio- 
dustani. 
[51] F.—Marmeg. 1.—[Blank.} 
[52] F.—Marmg. 2.—[Blank.] 
PART III. 
STATISTICS OF PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION. 
[53, 54, 55.] A.—FINANcE. 


1, 2, 3.—See Chapter V.—Finance. 


STATISTICAL RETURNS. lxxix 


[56] B.—Pusiic Works DEPaRTMENT. 


1. Statement showing the Expenditure incurred on Imperial, Provincial, and 
Local Services in the Public Works Department during the year 1877-78. 








Original | Repairs. Total. | Grand Total. 
Rs. Rs Rs 
IMPERIAL SERVICES—ORDINARY— : 
Military e@eeeeeeone eanesee eeaeed seneeeoeee 37,050 66,710 
Civil Buildings....c...cccssecsecescese 12,504 14,419 
Establishment ........cscccssecccsesce | ve onee ‘ 17,746 |. 
Tools and plant ....ccsuccccocssccee | — cvevee | en eene ,100 89,975 
Barrack Department .....ccccscssoe | sascee | waevee | cee ee 952 
Total, Imperial Services...| ...... Tri syeceae. hh weteeiee 90,927 
PROVINCIAL SERvIcES—OgDINARY— 
Civil Buildings..........sscsceee eoseee | 1,68,303 2,10,869 
Communications .......csecccsoescses 2,38,041 
Miscellaneous Public Improve- 24 1,257 
ments, 
Establishment .......sccccccesccess a ices I. dewamiele 2,44,352 
Tools and plant  ....ccccccesseececees rn ae 22,777 |° 
Profit and 108s .........ccccesccsecsees 705 
Suspense balances .......... sieaindar oseees —5,816 
Sececeaeets 7,12,185 
From CoNTRIBUTION FOR SHILLONG CuURCH 
Civil Buildings .........- eieieudtee ait SOTTO ances: 2,712 2,712 
Total, Provincial Services... |  .sseoe | caceee | ween 7,14,897 
Loca SERVICES— 
Civil Buildings ...........ccccse0 eoses 428 5,428 
Communications ..........scecseseees 12,147 60,444 
Miscellaneous Public Improve-}| 16,170 |  ..... 16,170 
ments. 
Establishment ........ sigieseatecswes-|! Adee ‘|! cease ; 516 
Toole and plant .secsccovccccceccesae | soveee | sesene ft tases 
Total, Local Services... |  ....... | ewsvee | een 82,558 
A gs 
GRAND TOTAL: cccaicccaciw |” -decae. Sates. ste ; 8,88, 382 





Ixxx ASSAM ADMINISTRATION REPORT. 
[57] B.—Pusiic Works. 


2. Statement showing the Income and Expenditure on reproductive works 
Jor 1877-78.—[ Blank. | 


[58] C.—RalILWays. 
[ Blank, there being no Railway in the Province.] 


[59] D.—Mazinz. 


1. Statement showing the various Government Ships and Vessels employed tn the 
Province of Assam in the year 1877-78. 











of || 


























3 - 
z 5: | a 
| e & & 
| Fsg E g¢ | § 
| gas | ei€i 8 | ae 
DETAIL OF VESSELS. Bg d= - e 3 5% REMARKS. 
oko 3 ¥ = a9 
fa ~ he 5 Zo 
e § 2 Z -- s 
Ev & s | 3 2° 
cag | 5 | 5 S os 
& iz | z E - 
a en ee ee ee iS eee 
| 
iT nm. ea ts. Rs. 
| | 
Steamer Koladyne cadena ae 200 | 90 | 4 | 39 46,409 | 
‘Ton, ) | 
Yacht Sunamukhi — ...cce0e. | 30] | 1 | 15 | 1,032 
mm = f the 
l'on. ~ Employed under the orders © 
| 5 Chief Commissioner of ASS, 
| S as necessary. 
Plat GOats > suscsscaesexcenee | 360] ... 1 | 22 |11,813; 
| | 
Ton. |H.-P 4 
gees GK: ae 
Paddle-steamer No. 2,| 55; 110/... | 14 | 3,445 
Condor. | 
Steam-launch Hawke  cecece 1,025 








[60] .  D.—Marnie. 


2. Statement showing the number of Officers and Men employed otherwise than 
tn Government Vessels in the Province of Assam in the 


year 1877-78.—| Blank. | 


lxxxi 


STATISTICAL RETURNS. 


e 
*krensqey pus ‘frenuve ‘zaqmiaoeq, Jo syjuoM 0g? Sutmp sdot on } 
qoofqus 9q} UO UO!{QwULIOJOy LT¥e Jo sOUaEQH 94} Ul XUB[q sUIN{ar 1104} PoyoOdal oavy S19UO;SsIMIMI0|-Agndaq eT, » 








"og Sf OBEN 

3 . s 2 | ce | cee | e+e erry ony 

E { loessre | zoz‘oo | oxt‘es | oze'9 | coor | sees | °* | cere legg'tez | °° | ceroe | cere | oe a1 on sooo. | oe | GOS 9TZ] "one: Tesyeqig 
F OOL'I9Z | OLO'OHI| O¢s'T | O00's: | OGo're | OII'9x | °° | -°°° jo69‘90L | 008 | Ooo'9 | oez‘t | oos’s | 009 ote't | Ooo. | OOL‘T] Of0'6L | *°*°°° Bus MON a Doe 
| |SOL'6ST ( 929°Z81) 008 FL0'9 | 00F Tes‘est] *° | °°°° Jeseos | Oov'L! oLe‘sr | 909% | OTL Sly = |OFT:—s |: G08 g@t ) css joer’ Susie | viyndeuy tig 

: 46z'cep | Cs9'998| SPO'ET | 889'CR | 800's | Ges'ees| °° | “°°° |z99°c@E | °° | Szo‘o | oz9‘st | sr9‘e ones "| epn's "* | ro6Ke | “oeees dqimyy 

: oos’cea | sse'sst|; °°°° | see‘cz | oz9‘on | °°°* | °° | GosOr jzIz‘sse | °° | cret | 008 OLLGS | ogs‘ozt] °° | 6IS‘s ** | ggz‘ose| “°°*** srpdyop ) 
{aden oos‘9 | oos'g | 000‘T a sore Posy sere legotsss | °° | osa‘ze | 008 0096 | 00T = one | ong‘aFE| “ocereee ea “2,OLINSTP 
aev‘seo't| soc'oty| *°°* | sez‘ot | cee: | vez'oon) “° | “*°* |psc'soz't! °° | 00s | oto‘op | ozo't | ogz  |ozg'e9| oos'eet| °° | vee‘zce| correo goytig MUSA Fung 





rl 





“ear0U Uy sdo1o uosues-AIp Jo wary *sarov uy edo10 uosves-LuyTul Jo very 


——_— 








“(GI-LL8T ) sauon ur ‘pagnarjyns sdos “T 


‘MUNIN —'T [19] 


ASSAM ADMINISTRATION REPORT. 


lxxxii 





*9O190}987e Cet, 2O@]T]00 04 PSUOPIONVS 1040 OIOM MUGATYSTIGVVISS OU FB ‘HAwVIq Susn7~es IFO" poyiodar savy B1OUO[seMIWMIOD-{4ndaq ey » 





*£]G0 uortsoddns uo paseq st a1nj}a1 Sty, 


cs? | ce | Oe fe Se | oes | oe | ff eR | ee 


“s) 00g 


eeoceorve 


O61'FS 
S9L'TOL 
00°16 
000'0 
000°62 


*sqsnold 


Gos 


g8¢'Zl 


eecaqcecse 
evecesees 


eeasssene 


OFT'FI 
€59'6E 
00061 
009 

000'02 


GIZ OT 


609°SIT 
G29 FE 
000‘S2 
0000! 
000°09 


"93003 
puv daeyg 


etiaded Oz 

6 SIZ 
if 9201 
0g Gt9 
ecveccccce 002 T 
eeeseenve 008‘ I 
“sfaquog “woyuog 


"(QI-LLST) yoy °% 


*AUNLIOOIYOY—'Y 


“2810 


eeeseeese 


862 SE 


S16 LEZ 
66F' LOE 
000°16Z 
000‘00T 
000'00¢ 


“OR 
‘goo ung 


pus ‘syoo[[aq 


‘sm0cZ 


stasterasesseseeseesererees 8 remy 
bidvsetnsiaesoted sereseeeoes SHITE OUD) 
eesease seteseeseecoereoens indy HBT | 
Sseebaeedeas picenceudecssase olBBysqig 
iboeeeneees geaeedece tds - 4Ju0BMon 
sbsWeisedebarsadesudassioaieanias Suvieg 
jcdudesestasenrese sons vecswadove dniuyy 


"8201235} 





Lz9] 


Ixxxili 


STATISTICAL RETURNS. 





“paSreyo jou aw Aguouw ur s}0az osprey} pus ‘{zzadard vAyid yred ys0ur otf} OJ OV STITH PIIUTEL PUB Ise 97 JO spuy] ayy, “paxy aq youu sazBL BSIN], » 





-- | core] °° os * | oof 

ee ee ee . es a 

-- | ** 10g | LT | 968 | Ost | Sze | OST 

Se -- | oor | 09g | ozs | opz-| ozs | ong 

** [ose | 098 | Fe | 02 | of2 | oe 

ve -* [ore | ote | ta | ** | sto | sar 
OL | 08) | FL | oT | OF9 

og | 008 | 08% | O9T | OOF | 08 

OFT oe see's| °° Lee | SLT 

PIE Ele | Fle] 2] g 

Ps : x g g 5 
é a 2 





ee ee 21s eeee 


*SQN00d NI @HOV UAT ANVI 40 HONGOUd AOVUAAV 








“a{QBUTEIQO 4OU sf UNPZWMTIOFUT OTT, 


eeesn g PLO @ecse L T T 





eeocne 4 « eBenN 








° e e eeee eeee eses e ee eee ° ees oe ° eeeccoes 4 ee Ol¥£) 
° OFS ee 0*9 @ere ee eevee evoe eres eeee oeoe eoes coos coeees SOT ISB 
af : ** | omrio 8 T 8 T10 8 TjO 8 a 8 “19 8 TiO HLT (O FIT] °°°*** andayqqey 
ee 082‘T ee £06 t 8 T 8 I z 8 I gz 8 eee 8 eoee oeese ecue g 4 t scoecccoos TERuSaIG 
"* 10m | “ | OsIT|O 8 Tio 8 Tjo § TO 8 7 8 O 8 T{ “"°'* (0 ITT] o°°**** Suodmon 
-- lost | *> |os¢ jo 8 tlo 8 tlo 8 tio 8 lo 8 0.8 T] ct Jo OL TL] ccottett Sexe 
oe ee OFS‘ Ig 8 1 8 t eves C 8 ° 8 eeee econ ecee 01 6 T ee rocccoos CNIUIGyY 
008 | OOF | OFF TIO O Z 02/0 0 2/0 8 ae 7 08 tio 0 jo 0 gl] °°°***** Bxpdryop 
e 
ee ee 000% g gT I gt T 8 gt I 8 eI T eee eee ease eoee eevee 8 ST T @earteeesor zeqoey 
e Ol oe LVL eece 08 § eoee 0 8 I eeee eene eves 0 SL 0 eeoe 008 soecccecoocs non ig 
LTV A AL SV FY) SVS TEV SU dV 8a dV Sad SV Sud BY Sud FV" ral ad sy'sy 
F el) as|]e s o |e] 8 4 | #2 
PIelP Fi gle | el ei ey ey Fy ET ELE 
E . E 
a > a 2 
s i EF E “SLOIULSIC 
WUOd CHLIOB QUOV HAd LNAY AONOVUFAV 
“(QL-LLET) aonpoug puv quay fo say °g 
"AUOLTINOIUNY—' | [e9] 


ASSAM ADMINISTRATION REPORT. 


Ixxxiv 


——— LS | ,t—C~sSC‘(CO . “eee eee 8688 
> oslo o 2 fo 0 oslo o oslo o ooo o 60 o of * rs | sees lo © O10 © 960 0 FO O OF oo wan 





eee eee err ef ere * ** eee. eee seer eee eee ree eeee eer eee “ O1R4) 


0 al eee 





0 oro tte eer “eee eee ree ener ** ** eee “vee eee 0 0 9 eree eter ene 0 8 g * SITTH svc y 


ever 1 OO tt ee’ 8 8 el] we’ 6 6 8 8 8) °° stdagyey 


= 
So 
t 
S 
wa 
> 
= 
So 
s 
= 
So 
= 


0 8 F100 0 10 2 9} °°** vers 16 PLB | °°°*** AUsysqig 


> 
= 
= 
= 
= 
— 
= 
7 
= 

















0 - ce sete eerr ee ee ere eneee 0 8 g ee ** 
0 0 oF £80 0 020 & S80 O O80 SIG OLILF; 9 “ 19 8 910 SI9 



































08 9/0 P O10 0 &io O 0 1110 0 oF0 0 98j0 Oo BG] “ts | SO henese tae ee 0¢l0 Og] *** | cet* JO & 8) ttt’ Suosmon 
bab rab esha tibet apempespes ie s higdh ec abicuk eecaatiec ress 19 O g | *o°o* Buu 
0024/0 6 O|0 0 9/}0 o pepecpe ste sbecperls cI lo ste /0 8 LO 0 L110 0 9/0 oO &] “*’ [19 STZ)0 O Bic**s: dummy 
0090 6 010 0 Zio 0 sttlo © sto 0 op 0 06) 0 90 @ » or} ** Lott |0 8 FIO O FIlO O O10 O F| “°° [0 OLE 0 O BI °*"* Bredtyop 
0 0 00 ¢ 0]0 O Flo O Dig Wis A ae ont. uf Cede oe ks ow ee 
be ibesbeth ane sp ese ome wih es cb st Pe Ce ay eee eg een ey eee 
| 
‘dV Ula “V Sul “V “Sal 'd “VU ‘AV 8a “dV PU dV 8a) SY | BU dV 'SUld “VSM “dV 8A dV 8a dV SU dV 8M dV “Sd VP 
oc | ot | st Ja | in Peletaleleiehete ls cele tere Leb 
7 ri w ty 2 4 rs 2 w | £ K cn aif & Ee < to 
g e 3 > e e = = E. 2 % 5 : ©. 5 os S 5. = 6 
s F = = ie of . & B is cS g ge 5 wo . g = 5 
Se ere ee eee Bo Be) Ee = B | § 
Peo cee yh eh Ne “|e | scornasta 
E Ri tee Me see WP eee eo ee 
P 2 
5 ‘qlzg jo puna dod sonpoad jo sg 
8 
‘aonpold °“T 
Q)-2L181 AVAA AHL JO GNA AHL LV wNOdVY] GNV HOnNGOUd do sdolud—'yf [Fy ] 


Digitized by Google 


STATISTICAL RETURNS. lxxxv 


[65] F.—Prices or Propuce anp LaBour AT THE END OF THE YEAR 1877-78. 
2. Labour. 























Boat per day. 
Skilled. | Unskilled. 
Rs. As.P.|Rs. As.P.jRs. As.P. Rs. As. P. 
SH TNESE essccadsicnedeee .-|0 8 On Bs <O) Sawsse. Po were: ff sheets 100 : 
Cachat vsscssececcoee 1010 O10 5 Of ce | cee | ccs 1 8 0 Feng 
GOA] para ....ceseeeceoes 0400 3 01 0 0 ...... |... 1 8 0 ea 
Kamrtp  ....... 00. sa 8 04.02 0 Q ...... |... 0 5 0 
Darrang ......scecesees 010 00 5 O11 4 O ...... | oe. 0 4 0 
NOW ZONQ......000ceeses 08 G00 401 0 O ..... gc ts eatewes 0 8 0 . 
Sibsdgar ........ccccees 0 12 0 4 OF2 O DQ .rscce | ceceee 0 8 O| (Dug-ont 
Lakhimptr ..........0. 1000 56 O02 S OQ wwe | coacse 0 8 Of canoes.) 
KhAsi Hills............ 01300 6 GL 8. O) csccee | ssdecs. | avaces 
GSAPO. ~ Go. cawewneredes 0 28-00) Be SL Oo OP) wecees.. |) canpees? |} Conseee 
NGPA )5. die ssentvods vases 0 6 O| ...... Stacie! Wl Aedaese 010 0 
[66] : G.—Mnvzs anD Quarrigs (1877-78). 
Number 
DISTRICTS. Where situated. Mineral produced. of REMARKS. 
mines. 
Sylhet ...... Pergunnah Jaflang, in Jainti4| Limestone ...... aeeees 1 
Cachar ...... North Cachar ............ Cval. 
Katta Khal ............... Limestone. 
Godlpfra_ ...| Pergunnah Karaibari ...... Coal osscassaee waneeseust 1° | °Mine belongs 
Kamrup..... | Mouzah Mataikhar _..... TION user stsutsisvescteass 1 to a zemindar 
» Chapaguri ........ Limestone .........06. 1 of Gofdlpara. 
Darrang...... al. 
Nowgong ... | Hills near Panimur. ......... Limestone. 
IO:  .  wanaspeiesds Coal. 
Sibsdégar...... Dikhu and Disang... ...... «- | Coal. 
(Iron, gold-dust, and 
petroleum.) 
Lakhimpur.. -jMakom »Lerap,and DEnORNE Coal secseeonees eae teletans 2 ; 
Garo Hi Géro B scessseesseseee | Coal 
sadieeeneuvaeeat Limestone. 
Khési and Khéai ad Jaintié Hills... | Lime........... eaneeunes 32 
Jaintid Hills. Ditto svsecunvsoe’ | COR geaecsseriveccerteess 16 
(Iron and slate). 
Naga » | Rangemah ............cesceeee Coal. . 
Banks of the Nambar and | Lime. 
Jamuna rivers. 
Banks of the Jamuna river | Chalk. 
Barail Mountain ............ Slate. | 
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[68] I.—Trabr. 


No. 1.—Statement showing the quantity and value of articles imported tnto 
Assam from non-British Territories during the year 1877-78. 
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Vo. L.---Statement showing the quantity and value of articles tmported t.to 


Pi eee ee oe eee 5 — == 


7 
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List of Articles, 


Denomination. 


—- —_— 


asl. ! olivine (for sale)— 
lous ses, ponies, and mules | Number 


2. (uttle ole wee ew wee eee % 
B. Sher pared 2 ath cence oe ” 
4. Other hinds ccccccccccee + 
Te AW tN ig ooh soe ee dew ans ' Maunds 
TE!, (Cites atid rattans ccc cece en eee i 
lV, ; Cbonbebioae Bela tatbveled Ste Stats alee | 


a 
2) Chittese and dapssnese wires...) Value ., 
Vio Cerda cole cones cccceecenee i Maunds 


Sa 


VE. OS CON eT pete aeoeweees es ‘i 
Vill, Cotton. mu faetared — 
1 Twost ined yc (Buropean ) $6 
2, Ditte (Trndinn).. - 
3. Piece poods Garropean) .. | Yards .. 


4, Ditto Cliidinm) see. ob 
1X. | Drugs and medicines— 
LG AS lis sce seal 8 etna Value .. 


2. Othersorts not intoxienting ss 

8. Intovicating drugs (other i 
than opium. 

4. Musk eeeveoes onaeeoranaeve n 


X. Dyeinye ruaterials— 
I. Triclisc cece cee ceweeeeeees | Maunds 
| Madder or nangit avers ets ” 
: Miftlower ceaeeee whine sieee ” 
AP UEMIOTIC wed wie ae aces ” 
. O0tthier Kinds .ccccce we ewe « 
XI. | Earthenware and porcelain. ee. | Value .. 


XII. Filvrots products— 
L. PUte, Paw cee eee eee eee Maunds 


2. Jute. munufactured: gunny-, Number 
bas aud clothes), 
3. Other fibres, row .....ee Maunds 
| 4, - tuabufaectured 7 
Sits, PISO SUES) cae eaws eae es -- | Value... 


Xall. , Proitse ond nuts— 
lL. Cocoantuta cccceeces eose.. | Number 


2, Allother kinds cecssecoee | Value .. 
XIV. | Grain and pulse— 


1, Wiient. cnceavawe cooeceesee | Maunds 
2. Gram and pulse .secces ” 
3. Other spring Crops .sseee » 
4. Rice, husked oo. eee seeee » 
| & Ricco, unhusked ..ecee. bee es 
| 6. Other rain Crops sacssces ” 
eet 


Ciutus UN TOSINK . cece econ econ ” 
XVI, . Uides wnd skins —- 
| 1. Hisles of cattle oc. cece ee Number 
2. skins of sheep, goats, and i 
| bruall animals. 
AVIL: -HOms jeiacaseasi ves eocesecsee | MaUNdS 
AND) TR OPy -35604 95-5 2ivng ewe nes caw ” 
XVILL |! Lac— 


1. Dye epaeeesveecveeeeevegeaeneneoee 90 
2. Shell er ee ee) . ” 
8. Stick and other kinds .... ” 


XIX. | Leather— 
1. Unmanufactured ........ | Value... 


2. Mamufacturcd .ccccccees ss 


XX. | Liquors ... ” 
pee tes eoewenecenaeereeveeteeene Nunber 





B 
z 
i 


Quantity. 





18 
@... 


"33 


Value. 





"14° 


Bhutan. 


Value. 


1,548 
oe “12 
9 


1,762 


a@eceose 


eeeae 
eooen 
eeaee 


| Quantity. 


54 


81 


enee 
eae 
enee 
eeee 
eee 


10 


“"991 





p | Value, 


14,310 


 o4ag 


1,629 


14 


1,997 


Quantity. 





293 


li 


$8 
84 


ovae 
eene 


10 


eas, 


eeee 
eevee 
eeoe 


= 


16 ae 


26) 
367 


14519 


400 


$ 
1,451 


oe "4 


1,629 


14 


3,021 


lh 
| 


Noga 
Ma 


H.ts, 


a 


1156 


BF 


7 





| 








asd 
‘pad 


Pp. | Darrang. | Total | Lakin gar. 





Value. 


°? 
ve 


oie two 


aves 


1 @wae 


spee 


5 eS fs SS su SS SS 
ee A a 
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Assam from non-British Territories during the year 1877-78. 


ee ee, 
Hi] Tippersb. | Lushai Hills, | Manipar. 









Sylhet. | Sylhet. | Cachar. | Total. | Sylhet. | Cachar. | Total. 


@eeeve aee@ ee¢ee @oaeese enae eoeeecne eeeecen 
eeaeeece | @Ceense8 
@eoneoe @eece eee0e eoeneeen eases e@eeese pesoese 


@eeeee eevee @ease aeae eeenee e@eon aeooen eevece 


e@eece eves eeeace esee FF aseeene covcce 


ne woon weeen wawe e ooee eeee | Cov5cte | erecce eevee GF ooee fF e8 ee F eosnecs eeoee F seoecee fF e8eecee 
- & 42 e\eew ee ee i866 eens @eoue | eeoeerse eannece eec5e @eare weve f sevecce eece 7,896 5,842 
tg id 1,047 [51,563 | 923 /32,2941 1,970 83,857 | seeees esos | 10] 850) 10 | 850 3,569 | 1,838,758 
e Steua retin e6.ee ob we oct ee ‘0:88 eeeoe | eeceeee ,: Sema ioe eevee @e eo eeee eseeeen ecco § fee2808 400 
suis 66.338 — or ae ""\s6 "Se °° 686 "50° "B50 aor 3s oe &5 ” 885 9,172 weecce 
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No. Liat of Articles. 








metals— 


XXII. Metals and manufacture of Re Re Re 


| 1. Brass and Copper oeeeeese Maunds enee aeons enee evse eeee Reenr een0e weoe 
2. Iron ee ee ee y a coon coon ones eane eee0 426 436 eece wees 
! 3. Cold eee erer we ames enesnes yn ue .. eoee cone eevee aeve eese 15 16. ese0e eune 
| 4. Other metald oo. cece ees Maunds eevee ween even eene eeee oe ae ev5oe Sees 
XXII. Oils ee ee ee ee ” ween even enee eeee eave erve eere ecee coos 
XXIV. Opium Sani e eceie Case wih weed ‘ss eae eee ééwe eone eeeve esce eevee e2ee oe 
XXVv, Paints and colodrs eee enw usnene : o eeee cone eace cone eeee weoe eoee cee a 
XXXVI. Provisions— " = 
| 1. (hee rr ee oe ” eoee eeowe ; weve eee 2 90 90 enes eevee 
2. Other kinds oocerneacene ” oeee eoee peoee "B61 eves aece cove aeee ewes 
NONVAULs Bale. “<ysavieneseieiviewcasawwee 5 eaves || Masher 123 96. 16; 8 
XXXVI Saltpetre - - ao 9,355 
]. Saltpetre eee eeceneres eeeee ” eecen eeaee eeee eee enee eeae eoe50e ases ea 
2, Other suline substances ee 9 eace ecee eoee eoce ence ove cooe FT ous eee 
XXIX.| Seeds-- " 
1. Oil-seeds— 
(a). Linseed ee ere eeeeroene » eene @oce eoee evee eovee eevee cece sece eee 
(4). Mustard and Tape . »” eave aose eace eec0e acon eeee cove eee ae 
oe Til or Kingelly. aeereee »” eoece eooe ween eeen eace eevee ence cova ae 
ad), Other oil-seeds eccee » ee0ne esece eee eeoe cove eeoe ecco eeve 
2. Other secds— ve 
(at). Indizo-seed eoneceoen 9” eevee even eee eece enee eev5e eeies cewe wees 
ee Ten-seed ...ccccovece ” eevce ecco eove weve eoee erce S56 swe ‘eee 
Cc). Other seeds...-ccces. ” eeee wens @eve eee eeee eece Obes eres ae 
XXX.) Silk— = 
1. Raw eoevreveerveeeenvnneeene ” > @@ aeae eeo50 @eaoe eeesn e@eee eesee eece 
2. Manufactured. . ereewecea’|| YOTAS ss | ccs eves sees evoe cove ences haces eee iets 
XXX1| Spices .......ccecseee seseeeee | Maunds |... | 2.0.1 97] 667 sraill owt 
(a). Betel- nuts eecccrecae ” veone wace ence eeee eeos evce Seve eae Be 
(6). Betel- leaves eeweececon 9 eecuae ence eeean eees eoon @ece eave tee nese 
XXXII. Stone and marble even eeeneccas » eevee eooes seen aece eooee eeee @ecse eoee Say 
(a). Beads .ccccsccrecece Value .. eece eooe eoce eee ence eece wiéie%e ‘elevate Baer, 
XXXIIL} Sugar— _ 
}. Refined ee ae weasels eeeceee Maunds @eac @ecoe ceee eepe cove even eece ae 
2. Unrefimed .ascccsccncces ” @eee eves ovee @eee eres ecco Sees ee ee 
XXAIV. Tea— aeee 
1. Indian eevee erneanesn eeccee ” eeee eevee eeee eoee eeee econ ecee eove seee 
2. Foreign peewee rt eevenne eee ” on eye o688 ats am et aee® oe 2en° oe 


XXXV. TODACCO ce acvcccerecescvesvcess 9 eevee eoove eone 
CV .(a)] Wx  cccrcccvcccsccscsenceves ” 20) 772 16 
XXXVI.) Wood— 

1. Timber ....cesscccssccace | NUMbEF 246 | 128] .... 
2. Firewood Peeeonesecetesneor Maunds ence eoen eono 


850} 963) 9,472 | S98] 10,794} 104 
eeeeo @e@eoe esee@e 246 133 @eee0e 2eoee 


3. Bambous eee eeenneeeoesoce Number one eeoe eeae eos eens ease0e Sats oo eae 
IL Wool— ee ° esee 

1 Raw Naunds eoos eobe aeece ence sees ec0oes eoee 

2, Manufactured (piece goods) Yards oe eevee 100 epee onne even epee peti as 


8. Shawls. ne We Rea eee Namber | ccoeo | sees | eves 

4. Blankets . ce vceeresccvccece s coos | oooe | 1,468 
Nw V Ila Yak tails: occ cccses sass ces iie's " cooe | cone | cece 
MXVIII) All other articles of merchan- 

dise— 


6,981) $7,998] 0,049 |29,8011 7a,630 | 222. | 77: 
fos; 9,418 


1. Unmannfactured.. ...... | Value .. | .... 1] ...- 28] 2... 6 8B}... 
2. Manufactured @eaeseceoesea 9 eaeee eces aeee ee bce ieee 2,046 5,046 poate + has 
e Cash aeeeeceoasveeenasseeoevane oy eeeen @eee ease eevee @eean eeee 








7,578] 81,168 1,08, wo. | 396 
3,978 8,401 “ares |" Tes "apxt 1605 oot 


146,079 100,074 “971 


Number | 359] 898 | 1,504 
Total -{ Maunds | 61/1,541| B11 











TRADE. 


No. 1.—(Continned.) 
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e 
E 


XC 


Grand Total. 





eevee @eeo 
eeoe eecen 
eoee epee 
eege @eao0o 
eocee eane 
eeo0a ee 
eeee eeee@e 
eees eese 
eeee eee 


eee ”* 580 
57 
; 1214 


7,615(1,37,070 


7 1 wees 
4,678,238 595590 16,500 


e8e0 
Geee 


eee 





284,478 | 17,148) 12,247] 67 


00} ‘85,691 
‘fs,70,164 


1137 





eoee 

eee 
ee 
ee 
. 

. 

e 


$2,138 





Re 
eee Alaese 
{ 





21,753 


89,769 
18,876 





OE aac 
"esa | 2: 


256 
eae 21 
2,298 | 291,595 


eeee eevee 
@eee@e eeee 
ese eese 
foe0e eeqe 
eone cece 
esce eene 
one even 


,680| 11,859] 74,676) 24,106 | 291,781 
965) 37 2 71 









eeece 


4,608 
9,274) 97,069 


7 


ees0 


eeeo 

eeeaee aa 
eeoee oree 
eeee eeee 
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X11. | Fibrous products— 
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2. Jute, manufactured (gunny | Number. 
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& Other fibres, raw ........ | Maunds. 
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lL. Brass and copper ........ |) Maunds. 

2. Lisiti seess age aes wag aaies a 

B. Giolth . eee wees a ae 6 4 awa Value. 

4. Other metals occ cece e ees Muunds. 
(VIF see deag eee be hie Coie eee 7 
(HINT <4 0% sade ase seen ets os 4 
Paints nnd COLOMTS 2c. cece ee eee “6 
Provistots — 

J. Clie cc cece Siaveie tens eves +“ 

2, Other kiss ss cseevades oe 
MIU ‘anweseupeenebews wane sans oh 
Salt pet re — 

TL. Salt pret re ccc reece wee ows 

2. Other saline substances .. ‘; 
Secds — 

1, Oil-seeds — 

(a) Linseed oe .ecceees o 
(4) Mustard and rape... 
Cc.) Tibor ginuely csae |e gy 
ai, Other oil sceds see. “ 
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(er) Lredipro-Seed ss ccc eae - 
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2. Manufactured . tepeeaee | Yel, 
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“COM nt MANE. cece cece wee ee a 

(rt) Leads coc cee wwe cere cee Value 
Siestar - 

Ve RONWOW  sceccdep cawads Sine Maunds. 

2. Uirretined cc ccceceeeeceees . 
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1, TNs cc cccc ce cenvecnes ‘ij 
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1], Timber ..cceeeeeee eeeeeee | Number, 
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1. U ninanufacturcd ....cee6. Value, 

2, Manuinctured ........ és +i 
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[78] C.—EpvucatTIon. 


1.—WNeturn of Scientific und Literary Societies for the official year beginning 
lst April, 1877, ending 31st March, 1878. 


Me mo bs rs or 


visitors. 

° | ! | 

a . | 

= a r 
Name, Objects. = . } Td - ri ; 

L Ss | eq _ established. 

~ S | = Tests . _ 

- D | Be Total. J s 

x & oS "i S = 

~ = b ; = — = 

~ = - J ~ _ ous L 

5 i Z . os S Er 

- c= | = = S > Ss mf 

lal] @ sin i|Silal e@ 


Shillong Club.... | Improvement, phy-| .. |385 0) 23 0 0)| 408 0 O| 15)... -2 15 Not | October, 1876. 
sical, intelle nal, 


moral, and social. 





Gauhati School | Literary limprove- | .. cace 1) 23.0 OF 33: O° OC, 68 oh “- 19 Not | 23rd April, 1877. 
Cinb. ment. 
BidvatsahiniSabha Ditto ditto > cwaacll cwhecwa bi ladeeee 57 -_ aa 57 Not 20th .,, 9 
Eubbasadhini! To do good to the id > 248 10 0} 248 10 O 16 Be = 16 Not | February, 1873. 
Sabha. public. 
Tezpur Bidvotsa-| For the improv ia O' Oil -sasees 0 6 O} 80 e 23 80 Not | October, 1877. 
hini Sabha. ment of buys in 
literature and | 
science, 
Nowvrong Mayo | Diffusion of Prinia-| .. | 72 O} ...... 72 O O 14 = s. 14 Not | March, 1872. 
Committee. ry Instruction (in 
memory of the late 
‘ | Lord Mayo). | 
Sibsigar Literary |To cultivate litera-| .. Aoes BF 3B), SL. OBS Br Ol a Te Not | 1st March, 1877. 
Association. ture. | 


[79] C. 2.—Statistics of Instruction.— The Press, 1877-78. 








1 2 | 8 4 
PUBLICATIONS THEREAT. 
District. Name of Press. Names of Proprictors. 
2 I 
Newspapers. Periodicals. 
Sylhet ............ | Srihatta Prokash ........| Babh Grish Chandra Das, | Srihatta Prokash divers 


Babu Loknath Sarma,| (weekly). 
Babu Sharat Kumar Das, 

Babu Krishna Govind Das, 

Babu Jay Chandra Das 


Godlpira .......... | Hitabidhayini Press ...... | Hitabidhayini Society...... | Godlpdra’ Hitubidayi- eevee 
nt Patrika ( Weekly) 
Kamrip .......... | Chidananda Press ........ | Chidananda Chonduri .... ee ree Pew 
( | American Mission Press .. | Rev. A. K. Gurney ........ | Arunodoi (Monthly)... case 
Bibsayar ........4 | 
. U| vnarma Prokash Press .... | Aunibati Gossain.......... | Assam Belashini| —.... 
( Monthly) 





Assam Dipak( Monthly) aves 
Lakhimpur ........ | The Exchange Lithographic | The Planters’StoreCompany The Dibrugarh Tele- |, 

Press. Limited. graph. 
Khasi Hills........ | Assam Secretariat Press .. | Her Majesty's Government | Assam Gasette (Weekly) Sia 
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cvill ASSAM ADMINISTRATION REPORT. — 
[82] C.—DIspensaBy.— 
Statement showing particulars of Vaccination in the Dispensaries 
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1 | Warbarton, Officiating Civil| .... 1 1,169 | 1,493 }Cachar ...... .. | 205,027 | Cachar ........ 
Surgeon. 
2 T. Mathew, M.D., Surgeon- Major, eoee 2 841 785 Sylhet erevenos 1,719,539 ' Syihet eoavcerse 
Civil Surgeon. 
8 | J. O'Brien, M.D., Civil Surgeon.. | .... 2 770 754 | Khasiand Jaintia | 141,888 | Shillong ...... 
Hills, 
4 |W. J. Mountain, Civil Medical] .... 4 4,880 8,879 | Gdro Hills ...... 80,000 | Tura .....0.6- 
Officer. 
5 |J. P. Cromarty, Civil Medical] .... 1 668 | 1,180 | Godlpdra........ | 444,761 | Goalpara ...... 
Officer. | 
6 | E. G. Russell, M.a., M.D., Civil] .... 2 7,857 | 13,117 | Kamrip........ 562,829 'Gauhatl ...... 
Surgeon. 
7 =| Mr. J. Hughes, Civil Surgeon ..| .... 1 108 267 | Nowgong........ | 256,890 | Nowgong ...... 
8 | Surgeon Major A. Garden, M.D.,| .... 1 892 128 | Darrang ........ 236,009 | Tespur .......- 
Civil Surgeon. 

9 | Dr. Wohananda Mukerjee ...... Meee 1 1,096 | 1,092 | Sibadgar........ | 296,589 | Sibsagar ..... 
10 | J. B. White, Civil surgeon ..../ .... 8 1,868 988 | Lakhimpur......| 121,267 | Dibrugarh .... 
11 | A. D. Cooper, Civil Medical] .... one’ eres woo» | Naga Hille......] 2.200. Samaguting 

Officer. 
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VACCINATION. 


STATISTICAL RETURNS. 


of Assam during the year ending 31st March, 1878. 
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° she: Lome we | cose mel, eames HW! paeb al speed Nt: Seeell reese Ra .-«- | Not received. 
10,795) 7,754 | 18,494/ 4,423 11,668) 17,085 95 80 75°95 | 84°21 5,813 |1594 2 4 205 0 0 








15 


Digitized by Google 











y ADMINISTRATION 


' PROVINCE. OF ASSAM 


FOR THE 


==". YEAR 1876-77. 





SHILLONG: Ss 
: . pree- 
pein eD AT THE ASSAM SECRE'r, pt 4% 


—_——_-—— 


1878, 


Digitized by Google 


~a 


Pe, 


~ 


Digitized by Google 








Digitized by Google 





Digitized by Google 


Digitized by Google 


ass, hee! 
or 


At 
ae 

ay 

Nt 
a 


ie 
Jee 


E ae “AS lS 
rer, BAS Aors hy es “ss 
Awe eS Y ienKx pe 
* yee Ca ee oi 2 


. 
ris 


~ _s 
oye 
poe ees. ¢ 
Mead atk ete 


) ee . ul ~ 
pes ee a op  Uaatae ta 
hae Aen ey 
A, x La re rs " Gi char S he 
fl a o a a ‘4 P a wun! d bed lS 

Pee ty ee ve - x fag Ss Pe > Steal . ‘ eee ee rh) Lays. 
‘ oo we = S " ee f 

Can 


Sa Ay tl 

eee 
ek 

Py NS enews Ua leper 

> ae Wed DAS ES 8! 
Tax) ONT SHY Res 

? Sean fee 5 

<7 e : ry ' 


A Das S - 
Specie yan se ae 
RU yb tT ras of ete 
het Bee. ; 
*, a hPa . 
r, 4 “e re ‘| 
Te lo nt 
‘ CO ak 
ae a7 
7M al Palin er 
Note ip ee ee ie aie 
« Ne Sr ag 
te Te a * 
Aare P* 
4 ; ot) a ef 
LJ 7 . 
‘ ‘ a cy SAS r 


a 
s 
oS a ' 


ie 


ri 


Fy 
eae 
eo 


SAT Sra 


Pires 


ur 


ae p= oo 
SEF 


agset 


“oO 


= 


"4 
7 tht 
ny ale ie ise 
ih soReML aR Mee eth 
fa ot ithe q} ~4 .. ' 

; oun 1118) fF } Hh 

! th 4 1“ 
? ae 

Te icades 


aah ie 
: - 


tr uit US : 
at v4 ~et 21H* 
tL esee mh bee are 
(eho ae 





